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THE GROCERY LIST

• Home sweet home! As part of their ReStock KROGER  
program, the grocer has announced plans to open the first of  
20 robotic fulfillment centers in Monroe, Ohio, near their  
hometown of Cincinnati. In efforts to optimize their online  
shopping order fulfillment, the automated warehouses have 
robotic capabilities for storing and retrieval.
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THE DEAL WITH MEAL KITS

THE AGE OF AMAZON

SWIMMING WITH THE SHARKS 
Amazon launched a new market labeled Launchpad Shark Tank 
Collection, which features products shown on the popular show. 
Intended to assist star tups to launch, market and sell their  
merchandise, products from Shark Tank’s Season 10 and beyond 
will be considered for the Launchpad program. 

• Albertsons and Safeway are 
expanding the in-store sales 
of Plated meal kits to 8 more 
stores spanning from the  
Southwest to the Northeast. 
Albertsons purchased Plated  
in 2016 and announced plans 
to ultimately offer the kits  
throughout their entire store 
portfolio.  

ALL THE TOYS, TOYS, TOYS
Amazon is adding to their brick-and-mortar presence with “Amazon Lofts for Xmas,” a slew of holiday pop-up shops that will launch throughout 
Europe. The stores will be focused on electronics and toys, but will also include apparel items, home goods and beauty products.

• PUBLIX has opened its 6th GreenWise store, which offers a 
wider variety of natural, specialty, and organic foods. The store 
will be in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. Publix continues to search for 
additional GreenWise sites in their operating areas. 

• Geoffrey the Giraffe of Toys R Us has found a new home at  
KROGER. This year will be the first since Toys R Us closed shop, 
but Geoffrey’s “Toy Boxes” featuring dolls and other toys have 
popped up in select Kroger stores throughout the country. 

• Walmart-owned Jet.com will 
now offer Blue Apron meal 
kits on its website to shoppers 
in the New York area. The kits 
will come in four varieties and 
will be available for same-day 
delivery.

HERE FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Amazon is launching their first virtual Christmas tree farm. Through a partnership with another favorite holiday brand, Hallmark, the 
trees will be available online with free shipping to Amazon customers. The Hallmark partnership will also include poinsettias, cards, 
ornaments and gift wrap. 

• While meal kits are still entering the arena for some retailers, 
they’re gracefully bowing out at Costco. Blue Apron launched 
in May at the club stores but have now indefinitely ceased their 
Costco coupling. 
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HOT MARKET ROAD TRIPHOT Market road trip
Home to some of the country’s most iconic sites including the Empire State Building, the Chrysler Building, Rockefeller Center,  

Times Square and Broadway, Midtown Manhattan has also cultivated some interesting retail destinations. Our Emerging Trends team 
had the opportunity to explore some of these stores and shopping centers last month. Keep reading for a taste of the Big Apple! 

EASY LISTENING
Searching for a new  
podcast? Look no further 
than our very own Retail 
Intel! Download and listen 
now on iTunes!

ICSC NEW YORK 
Our team had over 90  
meetings scheduled for 
December’s New York  
City ICSC Conference  
held December 4-6!

A foodie’s dream — Urbanspace is a 
multi-level food hall just a few blocks from 
Grand Central Station. The concept is 
international with several units in the US 
and the UK, and includes over 20 vendors 
serving up burgers, doughnuts, lobster, 
tacos, coffee and cocktails. 

The Adidas store in Midtown is a 3-level 
experiential wonderland for the fitness 
fanatic. The store includes indoor bleacher 
seating with a test track, a juice bar, and a 
fitting station to ensure your new athletic 
gear is a perfect match. Check out our  
Instagram (@phillips.edison) for more  
photos from our tour!

Dubbed Mindfulosophy, Lululemon’s  
meditation space in New York offers patrons 
a free space for a mind/body reboot. Aside 
from the usual fitness gear offering, the 
store also has ZenPods which allow users 
to throw on a pair of headphones, relax in a 
comfy pod, and listen to a self-guided  
meditation session. Best part? It’s free! 

Muji is a Japanese store offering  
kitchenware, apparel, stationery and snacks 
at a pretty high price point — but their 
5th Avenue location offers smells for free. 
That’s right, the top level of this store has 
an “aroma lab” which customers describe 
as “infusing a sense of relaxation” around 
the store. 

Amazon Books’ Midtown location was  
the first physical bookstore for the 
e-tailer. The store is arranged to mimic 
their online store sections, including a 
“You Might Also Like” section and  
customer reviews. 

This food market in the middle of Grand 
Central terminal offers a long row of  
grocery and specialty food item retailers. The 
Market has been in operation since 1917, 
and now houses 39 vendors. We snagged 
some chocolate and coffee and eyed the 
fresh produce — all while dodging the 
fast-moving crowd eager to catch their trains. 

ADIDAS LULULEMON  
MEDITATION STUDIO

MUJI AMAZON BOOKS
GRAND CENTRAL
MARKET
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FAST FOOD INNOVATORS

IT’S A WALMART WORLD
•  Walmart wants to radically reinvent your shopping experience! 
Walmart has announced plans to renovate and reuse parking fields 
and vacant land in a new “town center” concept with a huge focus on 
the community aspect of retail.  Did they get a sneak peek at  
Innovation Lab 2017’s HIVE concept? See page 4 for more!

• Utilizing Augmented Reality 
to assist in your bargain hunting, 
Walmart has debuted an AR 
scanner that can pan across 
shelves to retrieve pricing and 
consumer rating details to find 
the best product. The scanner 
can be accessed in the Walmart 
phone app. 

•  The big box retailer is  
developing an Artificial  
Intelligence Lab inside of its  
Levittown, New York store. 
Dubbed the Intelligence Retail 
Lab, the initiative will explore 
in-store and consumer-focused 
applications to enhance  
convenience for both employees 
and customers. 

DID SOMEONE SAY TACO PARTY? 
Fiesta! Taco Bell is launching party rooms in 10 locations in the US. 
Inspired by the 110 weddings held at a Las Vegas Taco Bell Cantina 
location, the Mexican chain will offer $25 reservations featuring 
photo props, table runners, décor, and “reserved seating with a 
breathtaking view of tacos.” We can’t wait for the invitation! 

SWITCHING IT UP
Chick-fil-A wants you to stay at home. The popular fast food chain 
is testing locations in Nashville and Louisville without dining rooms 
or drive-thrus to focus on catering and delivery. Seating won’t be 
the only thing missing from these stores—cash won’t be accepted 
either to encourage customers to use Chick-fil-a’s mobile app for 
payment. 

PIZZA ON THE MOVE
Pizza Hut has developed a robotic kitchen on wheels. The pizza 
chain has partnered with Toyota to develop a truck containing a 
refrigerator, robotic arm and assembly station. Requiring no labor 
aside from a driver, the truck presents an opportunity for the Hut 
to expand and streamline its delivery business. 
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INDUSTRY NEWS
•  WALMART LOOKS TO RADICAL SUPERCENTER REINVENTION 
    Have they been listening to our meetings? Walmart Supercenter is looking to create a “town center”  
     concept that leases to restaurants, services, entertainment options and other community-focused  
    uses. With the goal to raise foot traffic, Walmart looks to also add food trucks and community parks!  
    Read more here or visit www.walmartreimagined.com to see their plans.

•  EXPERIENCE IS CRUCIAL IN THE GROCERY STORE OF THE FUTURE 
    Despite the growth of ecommerce, shopper insights indicate that most consumers still like a  
    brick-and-mortar store experience that delivers sights, sounds and smells, perhaps allowing them to  
    linger over a cup of coffee, a full meal or a cooking demonstration. But the broader picture indicates 
    that most grocery consumers want a seamless experience — the ability to purchase goods in person,  
    online, or by employing click-and-collect or delivery, as their needs and circumstances warrant.  
    Read more here.

•  KROGER AND WALGREENS LAUNCH PILOT PROGRAM TO PICK UP GROCERIES  
   AT THE PHARMACY 
    Kroger and Walgreens are teaming up in the name of convenience! Online grocery orders through  
    Kroger will be available to pick up at select Walgreen’s locations. This is an effort to provide all  
    customers with quick service and convenience. Read more here.

INITIATIVES IN PROGRESS
•  Kroger is one of Phillips Edison’s largest tenants. If we want to continue leading in the grocery-anchored  
    shopping center business, then we need to extend our relationship with Kroger past the landlord-tenant  
    level. By developing value-add opportunities to our portfolio, not only will we grow, but we will create  
    relationships that will benefit our future.

Q4 2018

MEET THECOLONY
Mike Conway   •   Allison Lembright   •   Ashley Casey   •   Ben Garel   •   Bryan Demond   •   Chris Conklin   •   Gary Bailey   

Jon Kasper   •   Michelle Howard   •   Nina Regan      •   Patrick Cavanaugh   •   Tracey Hall   •   Quinn Gadow

QUARTERLY BUZZ

https://www.winsightgrocerybusiness.com/retailers/walmart-looks-radical-supercenter-reinvention
https://progressivegrocer.com/experience-crucial-grocery-store-future
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/10/02/kroger-and-walgreens-to-collaborate-on-exploratory-pilot.html
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CLUB CHAMPION   •   Based in Burr Ridge, IL
Golf shop   •   329 current locations
12-month plan: 15 units

LIGHTBRIDGE ACADEMY   •   Based in Piscatawy, NJ
Childcare   •   50 current locations   •   12-month plan: 20 units

&PIZZA   •   Based in Washington, D.C. 
Fast-casual pizza   •   34 current locations
12-month plan: 10 units

DEKA LASH   •   Based in Canonsburg, PA 
Lash extensions   •   35 current locations
12-month plan: 20 units

MAIN SQUEEZE JUICE CO.   •  Based in New Orleans, LA
Juice bar   •   13 current locations   •   12-month plan: 12 units

GYU-KAKU   •   Based in Gardena, CA 
Japanese full service   •   49 current locations
12-month plan: 5 units

PJ’S COFFEE  •  Based in Covington, LA
Coffee shop   •   65 current locations
12-month plan: 28 units

FLYING BISCUIT CAFE   •   Based in Atlanta, GA
Full service breakfast  •  20 current locations
12-month plan: 5 units

BRIGHT NOW! DENTAL  •  Based in Irvine, CA
Dental services   •    400 current locations    •    12-month plan: 95 units




