
Summer Beaver 
Readers 2020-2021 
9th Grade  

 Summer Reading? No Prob Llama!  

 

Schoology Access Code: 76PM-ZT8B-X6FXB 

 
All Your Twisted Secrets by Diana Urban 

(MYS) The queen bee, star athlete, 
valedictorian, stoner, loner, and music 
geek were all invited to a scholarship 
dinner, only to discover it's a trap. 
Someone has locked them into a room 
with a bomb, a syringe filled with 
poison, and a note saying they have an 
hour to pick someone to kill ... or else 
everyone dies.  
 
Obsessed by Allison M. Britz 
(NF) Allison recounts her debilitating 
struggle with obsessive-compulsive 
disorder and shares every painful step 
as she finds her way to the other side—
in this powerful and inspiring memoir. 
 
 
Clap When You Land by 
Elizabeth Acevedo (POE) A novel 
told in verse about sisters separated 
by distance - and Papi’s secrets - the 
two girls are forced to face a new 
reality in which their father is dead, 
and their lives are forever altered.  
 
Rated by Melissa Gray (DYS) 
The ratings are real. One number, 0 
to 100, determines your place in 
society. Earn a high rating, and the 
world is yours for the taking. But fall 
to zero, and you may as well cease to 
exist. 

 
My Best Friend’s Exorcism by 
Grady Hendrix (HOR) The year is 
1988. High school sophomores Abby 
and Gretchen have been best friends 
since fourth grade. Is their friendship 
powerful enough to beat the devil? 
 
 
 

 

The Downstairs Girl by Stacy Lee 
(HF) 1890, Atlanta. By day, seventeen-
year-old Jo Kuan works as a lady's maid 
for the cruel Caroline Payne. But by night, 
Jo moonlights as the pseudonymous 
author of a newspaper advice column for 
'the genteel Southern lady.’ 
 
The Dangerous Art of Blending In 
by (RF) Evan Panos lives two lives: in 
one, he’s a high-school senior, a talented 
artist, and the best friend and tennis 
partner of Henry Kimball. In the other, 
he’s the son of two Greek immigrants, and 
while his mother’s disappointment in and 
anger towards him often turns violent, his 

mild-mannered father avoids and deflects. 
 
Love from A to Z by S.K. Ali 
(ROM) An unforgettable romance 
following two Muslim teens who meet 
during a spring break trip.  
 
 
 
Blood Heir by Amelie Wen Zhao  
(FAN) The first book in a series about 
a princess hiding a dark secret and the 
con man she must trust to clear her 
name for her father's murder.  
 
 
The Past and Other Things That 
Should Stay Buried by Shaun 
David Hutchinson (HUM) A 
heartfelt story about two teens who are 
granted extra time to resolve what was 
left unfinished after one of them 
suddenly dies.  
 
 
Thorn by Intisar Khanani (FAN) 
Princess Alyrra has always longed to 
escape the confines of her royal life, 
but when her mother betroths her to a 
powerful prince in a distant kingdom, 
she has little hope for a better future. 
Until Alyrra arrives at her new 
kingdom, where a mysterious 

sorceress robs her of both her identity and her role as 
princess. 

They Went Left by Monica Hesse 
(HF) Germany, 1945. The soldiers 
who liberated the Gross-Rosen 
concentration camp said the war was 
over, but nothing feels over to 
eighteen-year-old Zofia Lederman. 
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A Good Girl’s Guide to Murder by 
Holly Jackson (MYS) An addictive, 
twisty crime thriller about a closed local 
murder case that doesn't add up, and a 
girl who's determined to find the real 
killer--but not everyone wants her 
meddling in the past. 

Running with Sherman by Chris 
Macdougall (NF) A heartwarming 
story about training a rescue donkey to 
run one of the most challenging races in 
America, and, in the process, 
discovering the life-changing power of 
the human-animal connection.  
 
After the Shot Drops by Randy 
Ribay (Sports) Told from alternating 
perspectives, it is a heart-
pounding story about basketball, the 
responsibilities of great talent and the 
importance of compassion. 
 
Vicious by V.E. Schwab (HOR) 
A world where gaining superpowers 
doesn't automatically lead to heroism, 
and a time when allegiances are called 
into question. Supernatural events 
reveal an intriguing possibility: that 
under the right conditions, someone 
could develop extraordinary abilities. 
But when their thesis moves from the 
academic to the experimental, things 
go horribly wrong. 
 
Stamped: Racisim, Antiracism, 
and You by Jason Reynolds and 
Ibram X. Kendi (NF) This is NOT a 
history book. This is a book about the  

here and now. A book to help us better understand 
why we are where we are. A book about race. 

 
A Heart In a Body in the World by 
Deb Caletti (RF) Each step on 
Annabelle’s 2,700 mile cross-country 
run brings her closer to facing a trauma 
from her past. 
 
 
Will My Cat Eat My Eyeballs by 
Caitlin Doughty (NF) Best-selling 
author and mortician Caitlin Doughty 
answers real questions from kids about 
death, dead bodies, and 
decomposition.  
 
 

 
 
 

Running with Lions by Julian 
Winters (Sports) Lions star goalie 
Sebastian Hughes should be excited 
about his senior year: He’s got a coach 
who doesn’t ask anyone to hide their 
sexuality. But then his estranged 
childhood-best-friend Emir Shah shows 
up at summer training camp and hates 
him. 
 
Moonrise by Sarah Crossman 
(POE) Seventeen-year-old Joe hasn't 
seen his brother in ten years. Ed didn't 
walk out on the family, not exactly. It's 
something more brutal. Ed's locked up 
-- on death row. 

 
Nyxia by Scott Reintgen (SF) 
Emmett Atwater isn’t just leaving 
Detroit; he’s leaving Earth. Why the 
Babel Corporation recruited him is a 
mystery, but the number of zeroes on 
their contract has him hoping to return 
to Earth with enough money to take 
care of his family. Forever. 
 
Dance of Thieves by Mary Pearson 
(FAN) When outlaw leader meets 
reformed thief, a cat-and-mouse game 
of false moves ensues, bringing them 
intimately together in a battle that may 
cost them their lives—and their hearts. 
 
The Summer of Jordi Perez by 
(ROM) This book is the queer, fat girl 
rom-com of people’s dreams. Plus-size 
fashion, a fat girl falling in love, 
nuanced friendships, and 
cheeseburgers. 
 
Girl Made of Stars by Ashley 
Herring Blake (RF) Mara and Owen 
are as close as twins can get, so when 
Mara’s friend Hannah accuses Owen of 
rape, Mara doesn't know what to think. 
Can her brother really be guilty of such 
a violent act? 
 
Pitch Dark by Courtney Alameda 
(SF) The thrilling, sci-fi horror and 
space adventure with a crew sleeping in 
stasis for centuries harbors a chunk of 
Earth and is the last hope for the failing 
human race. Two teens must outwit 
their enemies, evade brutal monsters 
that kill with sound, and work together 

to save the John Muir.  



American Road Trip by Patrick 
Flores-Scott (RF) Told through 
Teodoro’s honest voice, this is an 
exploration of mental illness, 
socioeconomic pressures, and the many 
inescapable highs and lows that come 
with growing up―including falling in 
love. 

Scythe by Neal Shusterman (FAN) 
A world with no hunger, no disease, no 
war, no misery: humanity has 
conquered all those things, and has even 
conquered death. Now Scythes are the 
only ones who can end life—and they are 

commanded to do so, in order to keep the size of the 
population under control. Citra and Rowan are chosen 
to apprentice to a scythe—a role that neither wants. 

Unbroken: 13 Stories Starring 
Disabled Teens by Marieke 
Nijkamp (Short Stories) This 
anthology explores disability in fictional 
tales told from the viewpoint of disabled 
characters, written by disabled creators 

I Wish You All the Best by Mason 
Deaver (RF) When Ben De Backer 
comes out to their parents as nonbinary, 
they're thrown out of their house and 
forced to move in with their estranged 
older sister, Hannah. 

The Grace Year by Kim Liggett 
(DYS) No one speaks of the grace year. 
It’s forbidden. In Garner County, girls 
are told they have the power to lure 
grown men from their beds, to drive 
women mad with jealousy. They believe 
their very skin emits a powerful 
aphrodisiac, the potent essence of youth, 
of a girl on the edge of womanhood.  
 
The Gravity of Us by Phil Stamper 
(ROM) Teen boys find love when their 
parents' NASA mission uproots their 
lives  
 
 
Neanderthal Opens the Door to the 
Universe by Preston Nortion 
(HUM) There's no one Cliff hates more 
than the nauseatingly cool quarterback 
Aaron Zimmerman. Then Aaron returns 
to school after a near-death experience 
with a bizarre claim: while he was 

unconscious he saw God, who gave him a list of things 
to do to make Happy Valley High suck less. And God 

said there's only one person who can help: 
Neanderthal. 

Unpregnant by Jenni Hendriks  
(RF) With a college-bound future now 
disappearing before her eyes, Veronica 
considers a decision she never imagined 
she’d have to make: an abortion. There’s 
just one catch—the closest place to get 
one is over nine hundred miles away and 

the only person who can take her is her former best 
friend.  
 

Graphic Novels 

Dragon Hoops by Gene Luen Yang 
(Sports/GN) The men’s varsity team, 
the Dragons, is having a phenomenal 
season that’s been decades in the making. 
Each victory brings them closer to their 
ultimate goal: the California State 
Championships. 
 
Almost American Girl by Robin Ha 
(NF/GN) A powerful and moving teen 
graphic novel memoir about 
immigration, belonging, and how arts 
can save a life 
 
Fence by C.S. Pakat 
(Sports/GN/Hoopla) Sixteen-year-
old Nicholas Cox is an outsider to the 
competitive fencing world. Filled with 
raw talent but lacking proper training, 
he signs up for a competition that puts 

him head-to-head with fencing prodigy.  
 
 Dancing at the Pity Party by 
Tyler Feder (NF/GN) From before 
her mother's first oncology appointment 
through the stages of her cancer to the 
funeral, sitting shiva, and afterward, 
when she must try to make sense of her 
life as a motherless daughter. 
 
When Stars Are Scattered by 
Victoria Jamieson and Omar 
Mohamed (NF/GN) A graphic novel 
about growing up in a refugee camp, as 
told by a Somali refugee. 
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 Rat Queens by Kurtis J. Wiebe 
(FAN/GN/Hoopla) A pack of booze-
guzzling, death-dealing battle maidens-
for-hire, and they're in the business of 
killing all god's creatures for profit.  
 
 
Quincredible by Rodney Barnes 
(FAN/GN/Hoopla) Invulnerability is 
a pretty useless superpower if you’ve 
only got a one-hundred-pound frame to 
back it up. That’s what Quinton West’s 
life became after the meteor shower. 
 
 Green River Killer by Jeff Jensen 
and Jonathan Case 
(NF/GN/Hoopla) The story of one of 
America's most notorious killers is 
revealed in this true-crime comic. 
 
 
 They Called Us Enemy by George 
Takei (NF/GN/Hoopla) George 
Takei revisits his haunting childhood in 
American concentration camps, as one 
of over 100,000 Japanese Americans 
imprisoned by the U.S. government 
during World War II. 

 

Stay Involved @ 
BHS 
 
Eager Beaver Readers: Read and recommend 

books, write book reviews, 
liaison with bookstores, create 
PowerPoints for best books to 
read, and you must love books!  
Meet once a week before, 
during, or after school. 
Community service hours 
available! 
 
 
Makers: Learn new 
technology, learn how to us a 
3D printer and teach others, 
enjoy experimenting and 
designing things for the world.  
Meets once a week. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Please share what books you are interested in reading and 
how you want to be involved in the library! 
 

Beaver Book Club: 
Attend Book Club with 
Ms. Chambers and Mr. 
Wynkoop, eat yummy 
food, and recruit new 
members.  We meet twice 
a month during lunch.  
 
 
 
Schoology Access 

Code 76PM-ZT8B-X6FXB, or contact Ms. 
Chambers at  tschambers@seattleschools.org 
if you have questions. 
 

 

 
Book Key: 
MYS-Mystery 
RF-Realistic Fic 
FAN-Fantasy 
HF-Historical Fic 
GN-Graphic Novel 
POE-Poetry 
NF-Nonfiction 
SF-Science Fic 
HOR-Horror 
CLAS-Classic 
ROM-Romance 
SPORTS 
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