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August 5, 2022 

 

Legislative Session 

 August 1st marked the beginning of the end for the 2021-2022 legislative session. Since it is the 
second year in the two-year session, the first two weeks of August are a flurry of fiscal committee 
hearings and floor sessions. The legislature has until the end of the month to push all remaining 
legislation through the final fiscal and legislative processes. Both the Assembly and Senate will hold 
their final Appropriations Committee hearing next Thursday, August 11th. Both of these hearings 
will dictate which bills move to their respective floors for a final vote. This week, hundreds of bills 
were placed on the suspense file in anticipation of next week’s final Appropriations Committee 
hearing, prompting final negotiations between parties, agencies, and budgeting priorities. These 
conversations will determine these bills’ future – those that do not move out of committee, will be 
considered dead. This deadline is even more important in the second year of a legislative session 
as the bills cannot move in January as they can in the first year of the session. Any policy priorities 
that do not move forward will have to be reintroduced next year, and start the process over in the 
new session. August 31st is the last day for legislation to pass out of both houses and ultimately 
land on the Governor’s desk for his signature or veto.  

 

Agricultural Employment 
 AB-2183 (Stone), United Farm Workers-supported card check legislation masquerading as a bill 
allowing for mail-in voting for union elections went to the Senate Appropriations Committee 
suspense file on August 1.  The bill is expected to emerge for Senate floor consideration when the 
Appropriations Committee meets again next week.  In the meanwhile, UFW supporters are 
engaged in a 335-mile “march” from Delano to Sacramento demanding the Governor sign AB 2183 
should it reach his desk, an echo of UFW’s march on Napa’s French Laundry restaurant that 
coincided with a veto of a nearly identical bill in 2021,  AB-616  (Stone). Assembly member Stone 
has acknowledged that Governor Newsom would likely veto AB 2183 should it pass the Legislature, 
since it is nearly identical to AB 616, and negotiations between UFW and the Governor’s office 
seem to have reached an impasse.  In the background, former Assembly member Lorena Gonzalez 
who now heads the union umbrella organization California Labor Federation announced last week 
that UFW has returned to the “house of labor” after leaving years ago for reasons that remain 
unclear.  Staff: C. Bryan Little @ blittle@cfbf.com  

 

Broadband 
Assembly member Wood’s  AB-2752 , discussed previously to assist the CPUC by gathering detailed 
subscriber maps from broadband service providers, as well as service performance data, has been 
amended in Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications, and referred to the Senate 
Appropriations committee to better align with previously passed legislation aimed to produce more 
detailed broadband maps. Without knowing where existing service providers deliver broadband 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2183
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB616
mailto:blittle@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2752
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services at the household level, the state has incomplete information to determine where to best 
award last mile grants to make sure all households are connected as quickly as possible to true high 
speed internet networks.  As amended, AB 2752 makes it clear that the CPUC can request address-
level data from cable and broadband service providers. Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 

 

Climate 
With the passage of California’s 2022-23 state budget, $25 million has been provided to the 
California Infrastructure and Economic Development Bank (IBank) to finance climate-smart 
agriculture projects. The funds will expand the impact of IBank’s recently launched Climate Catalyst 
Fund to include projects that support agricultural productivity in a changing climate, improve 
efficiency and reduce emissions across the agriculture sector, and recognize the potential to capture 
and store greenhouse gas emissions via agricultural practices.   
 
Launched earlier this year, the Climate Catalyst Fund jumpstarts critical climate solutions through 
flexible, low-cost credit and credit support. The fund is designed to mobilize public and private 
finance for shovel-ready projects that need support in the deployment phase, accelerating the speed 
and scale at which technologically proven, critical climate solutions are deployed.  
 
The program is open to both private- and public-sector applicants. The fund is also accepting 
applications for projects that reduce wildfire threats through forest biomass management and 
utilization.  Eligible climate-smart agriculture project types Climate Catalyst supports California’s 
climate infrastructure goals by financing agricultural improvement projects that enhance the climate 
or lessen the impacts to the climate caused by in-force agricultural practices. Eligible project 
categories include (but are not limited to):  

• On-farm and food processing renewable energy, including electricity, fuels, and bioenergy  
• Energy, water, and materials efficiency  
• Methane reduction projects that use best practice approaches consistent with state policy 

goals – excluding dairy digesters and biogas production, unless the output is used or 
distributed onsite  

• Energy storage or microgrids  
• Equipment replacements  

Those with smart agriculture projects that have firm expressions of interest from other financing 
parties should visit IBank’s Climate Catalyst webpage to complete the project proposal Intake Form. 
 Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 
 
The Department of Food and Agriculture is now accepting applications for the Conservation 
Agriculture Planning Grants Program (CAPGP) until October 23 at 5pm. This is a new program at 
CDFA which would fund the development of climate change mitigation and adaptation plans for 
individual farms and ranches including: 

• Agricultural Energy Design 
• Carbon Farming 
• Comprehensive Nutrient Management 
• Fish and Wildlife Habitat 

mailto:pansel@cfbf.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fr20.rs6.net%2Ftn.jsp%3Ff%3D001G8hfZqegdFesc_Mv4W6mRE_oujtEhz64RzKTtDB8e3Kt8BQVMCtqwqi3aK38SzcfjmCAO1aPHSP3pI2IPG8CkeLV1uWmWjauwdzBoBiVtO8CQlokXIr0jiTe3FXTEBOSO7wrhgvW4A3UjO18oWR5l8Mb0f2XVayqxF444mhyF1ZNECjzvxgrvIXY0zew2HuGTtN2X9kl0F4%3D%26c%3Dj_UDFwEnLSR4bWZCwSrRaw84lwBXqU6rYnILUx0fEr12zBhZDp3Ang%3D%3D%26ch%3D2O85bvEcUFbDBcTp-VbuQtO5mw9YiXRxJcXMPkjwoEczTusfECcxEA%3D%3D&data=05%7C01%7Cpansel%40cfbf.com%7C6533c0f72ffd4d8f32cc08da74b306ab%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C0%7C637950609516146615%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=apvAdbArICODCDAj4CrsRU%2BvQNYmvYtsJ7TcllukUX0%3D&reserved=0
mailto:pansel@cfbf.com
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• Grazing Management 
• Irrigation Water Management 
• Nutrient Management 
• Organic Transition 
• Pollinator Habitat 
• Pest Management 
• Soil Health Management 

Applicants can apply for up to $250,000. Of the $17 million available for this program, $6 million is 
available specifically for farmers seeking transition to organic. To learn more about the program 
please visit here. Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  
 
AB-2649  (Cristina Garcia, D-Bell Gardens) would set a carbon sequestration/removal goal for natural 
and working lands, in addition to the Scoping Plan goals. Per this bill, the natural and working lands 
sector would have to sequester 60 million metric tons by 2030 and 100 million metric tons by 2035. 
These projects would need to be done with “natural sequestration” practices, like cover crop, 
compost, wetland restoration, etc. Farm Bureau is leading a coalition in opposition to the bill. The 
bill has been sent to the Suspense File in the Appropriations Committee to be acted on next week. 
Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  

 

Commodities 
AB-778 (Eduardo Garcia, D-Coachella) would require 60% of the state’s agricultural food products 
purchased by the state be grown or produced in California by December 31, 2025. The bill has been 
sent to the Suspense File in the Appropriations Committee to be acted on next week. Farm Bureau 
is in support. Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  

 

Education 
The University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources (UCANR) has released it’s 2021 annual 
report. The report details how the additional $32 million appropriated to UCANR is to be spent, 
including hiring 120 new Advisors and Specialists and 60 new positions for program administration. 
It also highlights agricultural and natural resources initiatives the Division has undertaken last year. 
Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  
 

Forestry & Wildfire 
Some important facts from the August 1, 2022 CALFIRE Situation Report: CALFIRE and its partners 
have responded to 4,927 fires this year, burning 147,034 acres. Comparatively, at this time last year, 
517,530 acres burned from 5,945 fires. CALFIRE has launched night flying capabilities using Night 
Hawk helicopters, adding aerial nighttime firefighting capacity to its toolset. They noted it provided 
strategic advantages to control the Oak Fire near Yosemite by continuing to pinpoint resources 
overnight, taking advantage of cooler temperatures and higher humidity. You can watch the 
Situation Report video here.  CALFIRE active incidents can be tracked here – showing that the largest 
fire in the state is currently the McKinney Fire in the northern region, which is only 10% contained, 
having burned nearly 60,000 acres.  

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/oefi/planning/
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2649
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB778
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://ucanr.edu/files/368200.pdf
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
http://youtu.be/ZVXn-RtXArY
http://www.fire.ca.gov/incidents
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Showing the importance of scaling up forest health and fuels reductions projects, while still not 
complete, the Craggy Vegetation Management Project is an ongoing fuels reduction project near 
Yreka and is credited for dramatically slowing the fire’s advancement towards 8,000 Californians in 
rural communities. First approved on US Forest Service managed federal lands in 2010, the project 
is only about 1/3 complete. You can check out all of CALFIRE’s fuel reduction project work here. 
Unfortunately, the town of Klamath River was devastated by the McKinney Fire, reduced to ashes 
like were communities such as Greenville last year. Four lives were lost, and over one hundred 
buildings destroyed by the McKinney fire, so far.  Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 
 
The Siskiyou County Office of Emergency Services is honoring county issued Ag Passes. These passes 
will allow ranchers access to their property in order to evacuate or assist livestock effected by the 
fire. Here is a list of animal evacuation information for Siskiyou County, if you are impacted by the 
McKinney Fire: 

• Dog Evacuation Shelter: 2216 East Oberlin Road, Yreka CA 96097, 530-842-0829 

• Cat Evacuation Shelter: Montague Community Hall, 200 South 11th Street, Montague, 
CA 96064 541-531-1086 

• Livestock Animal Evacuation Shelter: Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds, 1712 Fairlane Rd, 
Yreka, CA 96097 (access from Sharps Road at horse barns) 530-340-1038 
With the Oak Fire in Mariposa County near Yosemite 86% contained, due to Governor 
Newsom’s emergency declaration in Mariposa County, Insurance Commissioner Lara 
issued an order that prevents homeowner insurance policy non-renewals across all of 
Mariposa County for one year. You can read the announcement from the Department of 
Insurance here. 
Also, here is important animal evacuation information in Mariposa County, if you are 
impacted by the Oak Fire: 

• Small Animals: Mariposa County SPCA, 5599 Hwy 49 North, Mariposa (full) 

• Small Animals: Mariposa Elementary School, 5044 Jones St., Mariposa (6th and Jones) 

• Large Animals: Maiposa County Fairgrounds, 5007 Fairgrounds Rd., Mariposa 

• Large Animals: Coarsegold Rodeo Grounds, 44777 Rodeo Grounds Ln., Coarsegold 
 

Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 
 

 AB-2878 authored by Assembly member Aguiar Curry, states that the California Natural Resources 
Agency will facilitate integration of recommendations for forest biomass waste utilization, and will 
work with the State Energy Resources Conservation and Development Commission and Department 
of Conservation to submit to the legislature a report that evaluates innovative bioenergy tech that 
utilize forest biomass waste. The report shall present recommendations for opportunities to 
maximize environmental performance, grid reliability benefits, and value to ratepayers. Also, AB 
2878 will require the report to assess the power for the purpose of supporting rural microgrids, or 
providing other grid support, or both, including an assessment of any technological or feasible 
challenges, including, but not limited to, challenges associated with reliability and fueling concerns. 
The report may include a review of, and recommendations for, alternative programming or financing 
considerations.   

http://www.fs.usda.gov/detail/r5/landmanagement/?cid=fseprd604086
https://www.fire.ca.gov/fuels-reduction/#:~:text=Fuels%20reduction%20projects%20are%20planned%2C%20implemented%20and%20funded,completed%20under%20the%20California%20Vegetation%20Treatment%20Program%20%28CalVTP%29.
mailto:pansel@cfbf.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.co.siskiyou.ca.us%2Fanimalcontrol%2Fpage%2Fmckinney-fire-lost-found-animals&data=05%7C01%7Cpansel%40cfbf.com%7Cedc26e5553b94b60a92a08da764748a1%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C0%7C637952345869596841%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=krR7ANNLlgCvhXrEk69tsEa890XyIZXyuDg3jtzLdxg%3D&reserved=0
tel:530-842-0829
tel:541-531-1086
tel:530-340-1038
http://www.insurance.ca.gov/0400-news/0100-press-releases/2022/release056-2022.cfm
mailto:pansel@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2878
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Already today, there are other reports related to forest health activities at various state agencies, 
including: 

• California Forest Carbon Plan.  This plan, prepared by CALFIRE, Natural Resources Agency, 
and California Environmental Protection Agency, with input from other state, federal, and 
local agencies, considers opportunities to establish California’s forests as a more resilient 
and reliable long-term carbon sink, rather than a source GHG and black carbon emissions. 
The plan provides multiple strategies to promote healthy and resilient wildland and urban 
forests that protect and enhance forest carbon and the broader range of public 
benefits from all forests in California. You can read the Forest Carbon Plan here. 

• Recommendations to Expand Wood and Biomass Utilization in California.  The Joint Institute 
for Advanced Wood Products and the Board of Forestry released this 2020 report, which 
provides recommendations to expand innovative wood and biomass products markets in 
California to help meet the state’s forest health and carbon neutrality goals. You can read 
the plan here. 

• California’s Wildfire and Forest Resilience Action Plan (Action Plan).  This 2021 Action Plan 
from the Task Force incorporates elements of the state’s MOU with the US Forest Service 
and seeks to strategically accelerate efforts to restore the health and resilience of the state’s 
forests, grasslands, and natural places; improve the fire safety of communities; and sustain 
the economic vitality of rural forested areas. The Action Plan includes a goal to create a 
sustainable wood products market in California, and can be accessed here. 

 Staff: Peter Ansel; pansel@cfbf.com 
 

Land Use 
SB-1084  (Melissa Hurtado, D-Sanger) would prohibit agricultural land from being purchased by a 
foreign government and require the Department of Food and Agriculture to develop a study 
identifying the amount of farmland in the State under foreign land ownership annually. The bill has 
been sent to the Suspense File in the Appropriations Committee to be acted on next week.  
Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  

 

Natural Resources 
The University of California Agriculture and Natural Resources (UCANR) has released it’s 2021 annual 
report. The report details how the additional $32 million appropriated to UCANR is to be spent, 
including hiring 120 new Advisors and Specialists and 60 new positions for program administration. 
It also highlights agricultural and natural resources initiatives the Division has undertaken last year. 
Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  
 

Nutrition 
 AB-558  (Adrin Nazarian, D-San Fernando) has recently been amended following opposition from 
agricultural groups, including Farm Bureau. The bill would have previously provided $0.30 extra per 
school meal if the school choose to purchase processed, plant-based food items in lieu of meat and 
dairy products. This provision was removed from the bill at the urging of agriculture. Now, the bill 
only contains language which would authorize a school to offer a snack to a “non-school aged child” 

http://ww2.arb.ca.gov/resources/documents/forest-carbon-plan
http://bof.fire.ca.gov/media/31nfixsv/final-board-approved-joint-institute-wood-and-biomass-utilization-recommendations-_11-4-20_ada.pdf
http://wildfiretaskforce.org/the-plan/
mailto:pansel@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1084
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fucanr.edu%2Ffiles%2F368200.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Cczazzi%40cfbf.com%7C22b373242a6d46631ee308da76454380%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C0%7C637952337119257962%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3wSZ4NidJqO8bcUNen9QBTK95esABmMX8xizw6T3oJs%3D&reserved=0
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB558
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through a sibling at that school. Following this amendment, Farm Bureau has moved to support. The 
bill has been sent to the suspense file in the Senate Appropriations Committee. Staff: Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com  

 

Organic 
 AB-2499  (Brian Maienschein, D-San Diego) would create a transition to organic program at the 
Department of Food and Agriculture. Beyond covering the costs associated with organic production, 
the grant in the bill would also cover all, non-organic related, agricultural expenses, such as labor, 
equipment, marketing, etc. The bill has been sent to the Suspense File in the Appropriations 
Committee to be acted on next week.  Staff: Taylor Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  
 
SB-982  (John Laird, D-Monterey) has been sent to the Assembly Floor for its final vote. The bill, 
supported by Farm Bureau, would authorize the creation of the organic apple certification program, 
upon approval of the organic apple industry. The certification program would allow apple producers 
to make recommendations to the Department of Food and Agriculture to ensure domestic and non-
domestic “organic” apples comply with state standards. Farm Bureau is in support. Staff: Taylor 
Roschen, troschen@cfbf.com  

 

Pesticides 
 AB-2146  (Rebeca Bauer-Kahan, D-San Ramon) would prohibit the use of neonicotinoids in non-
agricultural settings with certain exemptions. Under the exemptions, applications would need to 
be predated by a declaration of an environmental emergency by the Department of Pesticide 
Regulation and a determination that softer alternatives chemistries are not available. Farm Bureau 
is opposed to this measure based on the precedent it would set in regulating agricultural and non-
agricultural chemicals separately and not based on scientific findings. The bill has been sent to the 
Suspense File in the Appropriations Committee to be acted on next week.  Staff: Taylor Roschen, 
troschen@cfbf.com  
 

Transportation 
Farm Bureau supported AB 2406 (Aguiar-Curry – D) is currently on the Senate Floor. This bill would 
prohibit an intermodal marine equipment provider from imposing per diem, detention, or 
demurrage charges on an intermodal motor carrier and beneficial cargo owners. Under ordinary 
circumstances, these fees are designed to encourage the efficient use of containers. However, during 
our recent and ongoing port congestion crisis, late charges have been imposed on California 
businesses by international ocean carriers even when containers cannot be returned due to 
circumstances not within the control of the importer, exporter or trucker. While detention and 
demurrage fees have increased across the globe, ocean carriers are charging two to ten times the 
fees in Los Angeles and Long Beach versus other major ports worldwide. The bill would help alleviate 
the pressure that these fees put on California businesses, and attempt to address one of the many 
issues facing our ports. This is one of the last steps before the bill can move to the governor’s desk 
for either his signature or veto. Staff: Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com  
 

mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2499
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB982
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2146
mailto:troschen@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2406
mailto:klittle@cfbf.com
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AB 2415  by Assemblymember Lackey (R – Palmdale) is on the Senate Floor and has been added to 
the consent calendar. Bills are often added to the consent calendar if there are no objections or need 
for discussion on the measure. This bill would extend the exemption for agricultural vehicles from 
the BIT program until January 1, 2026. The original legislation, introduced in 2016, excluded an 
agricultural vehicle from being subject to the BIT program, and defined agricultural vehicle to mean 
a vehicle or combination of vehicles with a gross combination weight rating or a gross vehicle weight 
rating of 26,000 pounds or less, including that the vehicle is operated by certain individuals and is 
used exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations when operating in commerce. The bill also 
required the Department of the California Highway Patrol, in consultation with the Department of 
Motor Vehicles, to report to the governor and the Legislature about the impact of excluding 
agricultural vehicles from the BIT program before January 1, 2022. Due to delays, this report has not 
been filed by CHP. This Cattlemen’s sponsored bill would extend the agricultural exemption from BIT 
by three years – until January 1, 2026. This will provide the Legislature and stakeholders the 
opportunity to address any concerns CHP may identify regarding the exemption; if no significant 
concerns exist, this extended sunset provides time for later legislation to make the agricultural 
vehicle exemption permanent. Farm Bureau continues to support this measure. Staff: Katie Little, 
klittle@cfbf.com  
 
CAFB has signed onto an Ag-based coalition to oppose AB 2550 (Arambula – D). This bill would 
require the California Air Resources Board (ARB), if the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District does not receive a determination of attainment from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (US EPA) by the appropriate deadline, to coordinate with the district and 
community-based organizations to identify gaps in the state and district implementation plan. AB 
2550 requires ARB to develop a program, rules, or regulations that they deem necessary to enable 
the district to attain and maintain that national ambient air quality standard and authorizes those 
solutions to have the same force and effect as a program, rule or regulation adopted by the district. 
CAFB opposes the bill as it will not provide any additional air quality benefit, does not recognize 
California Air Resources Board’s (CARB) existing significant oversight authority or collaborative 
process that already occurs with local air districts, and does not provide any additional tools to 
address mobile source emissions, the largest contributor to the state’s air quality challenges. The bill 
has been placed on the Senate Appropriations Suspense File, and its fate will be decided at the 
hearing on August 11. Staff: Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com  
 
AB 2836 by Assemblymember Eduardo Garcia (D – Coachella) has also been placed on the Senate 
Appropriations Suspense File. This bill would extend the current authorization for the Carl Moyer 
Program to fund a broader range of projects that reduce emissions from covered sources until 
January 1, 2033. The Carl Moyer Program provides incentives to private businesses and public 
agencies to voluntarily clean up older, dirtier vehicles and mobile off-road engines through retrofit 
or replacement. It provides funding to reduce particulate pollution and NOx, which contributes to 
smog formation and cleans up on-road, off-road, marine, locomotive, stationary agricultural pumps 
and farm equipment engines. Farm Bureau has joined a large coalition of agricultural stakeholders 
to support this measure, it will be heard on August 11. Staff: Katie Little, klittle@cfbf.com  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2415
mailto:klittle@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2550
mailto:klittle@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2836
mailto:klittle@cfbf.com
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Utilities 
Farm Bureau has submitted an Oppose Unless Amended letter on SB 529 (Hertzberg – D) which 
would direct the CPUC to revise their rules to authorize each public utility electrical corporation to 
use the permit-to-construct process to seek approval to construct an extension, expansion, 
upgrade, or other modification to its existing electrical transmission facilities rather than the more 
expansive certificate for public convenience and necessity process.  The bill does not define what 
is meant by extension, expansion, upgrade, or other modification and with the extensive miles of 
transmission lines on agricultural properties, a new process for making changes to the lines could 
potentially undermine a review to assess the impact to property owners.  The bill will be heard in 
the Assembly Appropriations Committee on August 10th.  SB 529 had only one policy committee 
hearing, as it was amended shortly before the policy committee deadline.  Staff:  Karen Mills, 
kmills@cfbf.com 
 
On August 2, 2022, the Senate Energy, Utilities, and Communications Committee held a hearing on 
the Annual Update to the Legislature by the California Public Utilities Commission and the Public 
Advocates Office.  CPUC President Alice Reynolds provided prepared remarks and answered 
questions from the committee members regarding the cost of rates, net energy metering, reliability 
of the electric grid, and other matters.  The materials provided at the hearing can be accessed at 
this link: https://seuc.senate.ca.gov/content/2021-2022-oversight-hearings 
Staff:  Karen Mills, kmills@cfbf.com 
 

Water  
The State Water Resources Control Board has recently sent letters to 50 landowners pumping 
groundwater in the San Luis Rey area of San Diego County because of changes to their groundwater 
sustainability agency (GSA) that left these 50 groundwater pumpers in an area not managed by a 
GSA. The letters only went to these 50 and it states,  

 

“Landowners whose property is within an unmanaged area and contains an operating 
ground water extraction well must report the volume of groundwater extracted from the 
well. The groundwater extraction volume must be reported as a monthly total. 
In addition to pumping volumes, reports must include the location of the well and the place 
and purpose of use of the groundwater. Groundwater extraction reports are due to the 
state water board until February 1, 2023.  
However, if you are required to report, the report must include pumping volumes for each 
month between the date of receipt of this letter and September 30, 2022.” 

 

The reference to unmanaged areas is a term in SGMA where there is no GSA or county as the local 
backstop covering a high and medium priority basin under SGMA. San Diego County opted out of 
covering this area of San Luis Rey after they became unmanaged. This was an early requirement 
under the law when GSAs were originally forming by June 2017. If GSAs or county involvement 
change over time, these areas need to be taken into account by a local responsible entity otherwise 
the State Water Resources Control Board can intervene and require this reporting information, and 
charge a fee to cover the board’s costs.  

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB529
mailto:kmills@cfbf.com
https://seuc.senate.ca.gov/content/2021-2022-oversight-hearings
mailto:kmills@cfbf.com
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When Governor Brown signed a package of groundwater management bills (AB 1739 by Roger 
Dickinson, D-Sacramento and SB 1168 and SB 1319 both by Senator Fran Pavley, D-Agoura Hills) 
that became the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act in September 2014 he stated, 
“Groundwater management in California is best accomplished locally.” 
 
Farm Bureau and other agricultural organizations were able to achieve some amendments in the 
bills addressing quite a number of concerns that helped take some of the edge off the legislation. 
One key amendment we were able to secure includes language aimed at protecting existing 
groundwater rights. The focus is on local control which is consistent with Farm Bureau policy (No. 
75). If local areas do not comply with SGMA requirements the State Water Resources Control Board 
may step in to establish plans and manage the unmanaged “white areas” and is allowed to charge 
fees to cover the costs of its intervention.  
 
The Department of Water Resources Sustainable Groundwater Management Office may be of 
assistance to counties that are looking to cover the unmanaged “white areas.” They can be reached 
at sgmps@water.ca.gov. No letters have gone out to other areas of the state. For further information 
or assistance contact Danny Merkley at dmerkley@cfbf.com. 
 
As reported each year, the State Water Resources Control Board staff held the third of three Water 
Rights and Water Quality Fees Stakeholder meetings this week. Water Board staff is projecting a 
.84 percent increase in the water quality programs housed in the Waste Discharge Permit Fund 
(WDPF), and a 7.2 percent increase in the Water Rights Fund. The projections below are considering 
the WDPF has a 5 percent fund reserve. Even though the forecasted revenue in the 2022-23 FY for 
CAF exceeds budgeted expenses by $56,000 and $93,000 for the Ag Lands program, both programs 
are looking at increased fees to build the 5 percent fund reserve. The WDPF houses the following 
8 program funds and the Water Board staff is projecting the following increases in 2022-23 for each 
program: 

1. Waste Discharge Requirements (WDR)-3.8% increase 
2. Land Disposal-3.8% increase 
3. Water Quality Certification (401 certs)-13.1% increase 
4. National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) for Stormwater-4.4% decrease 
5. NPDES for Wastewater-4.1% increase 
6. Confined Animal Facilities (CAF)-4.1% increase 
7. Ag Lands (ILRP)-3.9% increase 
8. Cannabis-5.0% (which is still a standalone program that the other 7 do not subsidize). 

Foundational programs are spread across all WDPF programs and accounts for about 30 percent 
overall. Foundational programs include: 

1. Basin Planning 
2. Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs) 
3. Surface Water Ambient Monitoring Program (SWAMP) 
4. Groundwater Ambient Monitoring (GAMA) 
5. SWRCB Fee Staff costs 
6. Monitoring 

https://water.ca.gov/programs/groundwater-management/sgma-groundwater-management
mailto:sgmps@water.ca.gov
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
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7. Enforcement  
8. Inspections 
9. Etc. 

Meeting handouts and documents detailing the discussion are posted on the Fees Stakeholder 
website at https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/resources/fees/stakeholder/. The California Farm 
Bureau monitors and comments at all Fee Stakeholder meetings each year and continues 
advocating for general fund dollars to support the fees while the state budget is flush. The State 
Water Resources Control Board is expected to adopt the above fee schedules September 20, 2022. 
Staff: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com. 
 
 AB-1164  (Heath Flora, R-Ripon), a measure that would enable irrigation districts to construct and 
maintain regulating reservoirs to store and efficiently convey irrigation water in the same manner 
as private agricultural entities passed out of the Senate Appropriations Committee and is on third 
reading. The measure is sponsored by the Modesto Irrigation District. Farm Bureau is in support. 
Staff: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com.  
 
 AB-2201  (Steve Bennett, D-Ventura) would prohibit a groundwater well permitting agency from 
approving a permit for a new groundwater well, or for an alteration to an existing well in a basin 
subject to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) unless they receive written 
verification from the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) that manages the basin. 
Additionally, AB 2201 would require the local permitting agency to post the well permit application 
on its website for at least 30 days before approving the permit. The measure exempts domestic 
wells pumping less than 2 acre-feet per year and public water supply wells. AB 2201 will be heard 
Monday, August 8th in the Senate Appropriations Committee. Farm Bureau is opposed and working 
with a large diverse coalition. Staff: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com.  
 
SB-489  (John Laird, D-Santa Cruz) a measure authorizing the state to advance funds for the Pajaro 
River Flood Risk Management Project passed out of the Assembly Appropriations Committee on 
consent. Farm Bureau is in support. Staff: Danny Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com. 
 
 SB-880 (John Laird, D-Santa Cruz) passed out of the Assembly Appropriations Committee on 
consent. The measure extends indefinitely the January 1, 2023 sunset of existing law authorizing 
those who divert 100 acre feet of water or more per year to be considered qualified to install and 
maintain their water diversion measurement devices if they take a course taught by the University 
of California Cooperative Extension, and pass a proficiency test. The measure is sponsored by the 
California Cattlemen’s Association and supported by the California Farm Bureau. Staff: Danny 
Merkley, dmerkley@cfbf.com. 
 

Wildlife  
This week, SB 856 (Dodd, D – Napa) was placed on the Assembly Appropriations Suspense File. Farm 
Bureau, along with an Ag based coalition, has now moved to a full support position after previously 
opposing this bill. Amendments addressed concerns with restrictions on night-time depredation of 
wild pigs, as well as Farm Bureau’s concerns with the elimination of wild pig hunting on contained 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.waterboards.ca.gov%2Fresources%2Ffees%2Fstakeholder%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cdmerkley%40cfbf.com%7Cf94859ec09434a9f92cd08da75a57ae3%7C8213ac7c9da54f9b9c40e0372e5a7659%7C0%7C1%7C637951650872045790%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=N38ayZw2aawq9H46fx3LfsYN1RhZWYJFfsEiF5uAZuk%3D&reserved=0
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1164
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB2201
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB489
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB880
mailto:dmerkley@cfbf.com
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB856
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hunting preserves. Farm Bureau thanks Senator Dodd with working with us and our ag partners to 
address these very important issues. The bill will be heard again on August 11. Staff: Katie Little, 
klittle@cfbf.com  

 

mailto:klittle@cfbf.com

