
Government Relations Update :) 

 

Hello everyone!  The news from GR Land is both exciting and disappointing. On January 17th myself 
along with six others had the honor of testifying before the House Committee on Government Relations 
in Montpelier. We were there to press the committee for the regulation of massage therapists. Along 
with our collected testimony, we had many letters of support from medical professionals, massage 
therapists, and clients of massage therapy.  In short we did extremely well stating individual stories and 
ideas about how a massage practice act should look for Vermont.  We, along with Chris Rice from MMR 
believe that although some members of the Committee were sympathetic, we were not able to get 
enough traction to overcome the historic reluctance within the Committee or the outright opposition by 
the secretary of State’s Office.  As a result, our proposal was not included in the Office of Professional 
Regulation (OPR) bill as it came out of the Committee and passed the House. 

 

Our focus is now onto the Senate, to continue our push for the remainder of this year’s legislative 
session. The revision of the acupuncturists’ scope of practice, which already included therapeutic 
massage, is another thing we can point towards as supporting our position that massage therapy should 
be regulated. We will do our best to target the Senate Health and Welfare Committee, as well as the 
Senate Government Operations Committee. As always, we look to our members for support!  If you feel 
the need to get involved please reach out to me at any time. We plan to apply for the LLEAD grant from 
AMTA-Nationals once again this spring for monetary support. Building meaningful relationships and 
momentum is how things seem to work at the state level, and I encourage all of you to educate your 
local representatives about our incredible profession! 

 

Warmly ~ Melissa M. Marks 


