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PRELUDE
Variations on “It came upon the midnight clear” Anthony Giamanco (b. 1958)

HYMN #102, verses 1,2,5,6 ONCE IN ROYAL DAVID’S CITY
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1 was that mo -ther mild,

Je - sus  Christ her lit - tle child. __

2 poor, thescorned, the low - ly, lived on  earth our Sa - vior ho - ly.

5 leads his chil-dren on to the place wherehe is gone.___

6 vealed to faith-ful eye, set at Gods right hand on  high._
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Words: Sts. 1-2 and 4-6, Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895), alt.; J
st. 3, James Waring McCrady (b. 1938) =69
Music: Irby, melody Henry John Gauntleut (1805-1876); hafm. Arthur Henry Mann (1850-1929) 87. 87. 77

BIDDING PRAYER

Presider

Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear
once more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God
lying in a manger.

Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the
time of our rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his
holy Child Jesus, and let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
THE FIRST LESSON GENESIS 3:1-15

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in
the garden’?” The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees
in the garden; but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.”” But the serpent said to
the woman, “You will not die; for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will
be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she
also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of
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both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.

They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden at the time of the
evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
Lord God among the trees of the garden. But the Lord God called to the man, and
said to him, “Where are you?”” He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and

| was afraid, because | was naked; and | hid myself.”” He said, “Who told you that you
were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which | commanded you not to eat?”
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit from
the tree, and I ate.” Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and | ate.” The Lord God said
to the serpent,

“Because you have done this,
cursed are you among all animals
and among all wild creatures;
upon your belly you shall go,
and dust you shall eat
all the days of your life.
| will put enmity between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and hers;
he will strike your head,
and you will strike his heel.”



HYMN #100 JOY TO THE WORLD! THE LORD IS COME
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THE SECOND LESSON ISAIAH 40:1-9

Comfort, O comfort my people,
says your God.
Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her
that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
double for all her sins.
A voice cries out:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
and the rough places a plain.
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
and all people shall see it together,
for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry out!”
And | said, “What shall | cry?”
All people are grass,
their constancy is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades,
when the breath of the Lord blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades;
but the word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain,
O Zion, herald of good tidings;
lift up your voice with strength,
O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings,
lift it up, do not fear;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”



HYMN #99 GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN
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THE THIRD LESSON ISAIAH 7:10-15

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep
as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, | will not ask, and | will not put the Lord
to the test. Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to
weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you
a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a son, and shall name him
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he knows how to refuse the evil
and choose the good.

HYMN #87 HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
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THE FOURTH LESSON LUKE 1:26-38

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored
one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered
what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary,
for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son
of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David.
He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no
end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | am a virgin?”’ The angel said
to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son

of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son;
and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Then Mary said, “Here am |, the servant of the Lord; let it be
with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed from her.



HYMN #81
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HYMN #89

IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR
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THE FIFTH LESSON HEBREWS 1:1-12

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things,
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word.
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty
on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; today | have begotten
you’’? Or again, “I will be his Father, and he will be my Son”’? And again, when he
brings the firstborn into the world, he says, “Let all God’s angels worship him.”

Of the angels he says, “He makes his angels winds, and his servants flames of fire.”
But of the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, and the righteous
scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. You have loved righteousness and hated
wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.” And, “In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, and
the heavens are the work of your hands; they will perish, but you remain; they will all
wear out like clothing; like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be
changed.
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HYMN #108 NOW YIELD WE THANKS AND PRAISE
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THE SIXTH LESSON JOHN 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was
life, and the life was the light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was
coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did
not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him.
But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become
children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will
of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory
as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out,
“This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he
was before me.””) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one
has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has
made him known.
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HYMN #82 OF THE FATHER’S LOVE BEGOTTEN
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This hymn may be performed in equal note values: J J J J



INTERCESSORY PRAYERS

Presider
In this blessed season in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers
for the church, the world, and all those in need, saying: Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless
all those who are entrusted with ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with
truth and courage across our world. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honoring the earth and its diverse
races, cultures, and religions, we may celebrate the light of this blessed season.

Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, that they may
live in the peace of this holy night. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your
tender care all who wander alone or have no place to lay their head, that they may
experience the hope of this blessed season. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this
season a source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick, especially David
Lintott and those we remember in our own hearts ... that they may feel the comfort
of this blessed season. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen families in the
bonds of love and commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this blessed
season. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.



Leader

Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your
presence, that we may be transformed by the new birth of this blessed season.

Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Leader

Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word
made flesh. Give us grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment,
that we may we join with the hosts of heaven in singing the praises of this blessed
season. Let us pray.

People Glory to God in the highest.

Presider
And now, to gather up all these petitions, let us pray in the words which Christ
himself has taught us, saying:

Presider and People

Our Father,

who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
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BLESSING
Presider

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his
holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven,
give you his peace and favor. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon
you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

POSTLUDE

Litanies Jehan Alain (1911-1940)

Coffee hour follows immediately after the Postlude. We would love for you to join. You
can join a breakout room and meet friends. The break out room is open for ten minutes
and then we will reconvene in the main room and continue sharing.
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