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9:30 p.m.   

Prelude
 Variations on “It came upon the midnight clear”    Anthony Giamanco (b. 1958)

Introit

Love came down at Christmas  Carson Cooman (b. 1982) 

Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign.

Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine,
Worship we our Jesus, But wherewith for sacred sign?

Love shall be our token, Love be yours and love be mine,
Love to God and all the world, Love for plea and gift and sign.

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894)
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Opening Hymn O come, all ye faithful

 



The Blessing of the Créche
Presider
God of Mary and Joseph, of shepherds and animals, bless us whenever we gaze on 
this manger scene. Through all the days of Christmas, may these figures tell the story 
of how humans, angels and animals found the Christ in this humble place. Fill our 
church with hospitality, joy, gentleness and thanksgiving, and guide our steps in the 
way of peace. Grant this through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

All sing verse 4 of O Come, All Ye Faithful
4.     Yea, Lord, we greet thee; born this happy morning; Jesus, to thee be glory given;
         Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing;
         O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
         O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord.

Opening Acclamation
Presider Blessed be God: most holy glorious, and undivided Trinity.
People And blessed be God’s reign, now and for ever. Amen.

Hymn of Praise Angels we have heard on high



The Collect

Presider  God be with you.
People  And also with you.
Presider Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: 
Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy 
him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one 
God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

The Word of God

The First Reading Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness– on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you 
have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest,  as people 
exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 
be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 
authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 
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Words:  French carol; tr. James Chadwick (1813-1882); 
Music: Gloria, French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes (1887-1958)



establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 
and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God. 

Carol Joy to the World
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The Gospel  Luke 2:1-14

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the 
town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because 
he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be registered with 
Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn 
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock 
by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord 
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; for see-- I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is 
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be 
a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 
and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

The Gospel of our Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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The Sermon The Rev. Bob Kossler

A period of silence is kept. 

Prayers of the People           
Presider
Good and gracious God, on this holy night you gave us your Son, the Lord of the 
universe, wrapped in swaddling clothes, the Savior of all, lying in a manger. On this 
holy night draw us into the mystery of your love. Join our voices with the heavenly 
host, that we may sing your glory on high. Give us a place among the shepherds, that 
we may find the one for whom we have waited, Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, in the splendor of eternal 
light, God forever and ever. Amen.

Presider
On this holy night in which God joins heaven and earth, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all those in need, saying: Glory to God in the highest.

Leader 
Let us pray for the Church around the world as it celebrates the birth of Christ. Bless 
all those who are entrusted with ministry that your Word might be proclaimed with 
truth and courage across our world. Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 
Leader  
Bestow your wisdom on all who govern, that in honoring the earth and its diverse 
races, cultures, and religions, we may celebrate the light of this holy night. Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Leader
Grant reconciliation to those surrounded with conflict and violence, that they may 
live in the peace of this holy night. Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Leader
Let us pray for all who are cold, hungry, or alone this night. Embrace with your 
tender care all who wander alone or have no place to lay their head, that they may 
experience the hope of this holy night. Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Leader
Let us pray for all who are anxious, depressed, or ill. Draw near to those who find this 
season a source of pain or grief, and to all who are suffering or sick, especially those 
we remember in our own hearts ... that they may feel the comfort of this holy night. 
Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 
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Leader
Let us pray for parents, families, and newborn infants. Strengthen families in the 
bonds of love and commitment, that they may delight in the joy of this holy night. Let 
us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Leader
Let us pray for ourselves and for the blessings of Christmas. Open our hearts to your 
presence, that we may be transformed by the new birth of this holy night. 
Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Leader
Let us give thanks for all the faithful departed who have been bearers of the Word 
made flesh. Give us grace to follow your holy ones in lives of faith and commitment, 
that we may we join with the hosts of heaven in singing the praises of this holy night.  
Let us pray. 
People  Glory to God in the highest. 

Presider 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, O God, for the 
sake of him who who was born and lived among us with love. Amen.

The Peace
Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People  And also with you.

Anthem

Sans Day Carol    John Rutter (b. 1945)

Now the holly bears a berry as white as the milk,
And Mary bore Jesus, all wrapped up in silk:
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Now the holly bears a berry as green as the grass,
And Mary bore Jesus, who died on the cross:
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Now the holly bears a berry as black as the coal,
And Mary bore Jesus, who died for us all:
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And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

Now the holly bears a berry, as blood is it red,
And Mary bore Jesus, who rose from the dead:
And Mary bore Jesus Christ our Savior for to be,
And the first tree in the greenwood, it was the holly.

The Prayer over the Presanctified Gifts
Presider  The Lord be with you.
People  And also with you.

Presider  Lift up your hearts.
People  We lift them to the Lord.

Presider  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Presider 
O God of creation, you are always with us, 
you blow among us, you unite us in your love; 
and so we praise you and we bless you.

People  
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high. 

Presider 
Your son Jesus finds each separate heart,
he gathers us together, he welcomes us all
into communion; and so we praise and bless you. 

People 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high. 

Presider 
Your beloved community has met in prayer
to reveal Christ in this bread and wine;
and now we meet once more to praise and bless you. 

People 
We praise you, we bless you, we give thanks to you,
and we pray to you, God most high. 
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Presider 
Show us gathered here that we too are Christ’s body joined to all your human family 
throughout the ages in your love. Feed us, inspire us, fill us with Christ’s life that we 
may fill our lives with you. Make this sharing radiant with your presence and send us 
out into the world to shine forth your truth to all; we pray in Jesus’ name. AMEN.

Presider 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, 
we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen.

Presider  Holy things for holy people.
People  One is holy, one is Lord, Jesus Christ, to the glory of God our Father. 

Those who have received the consecrated bread in their homes are invited to consume 
it at this time.



Carol Silent Night



Postcommunion Prayer
Presider and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing

Presider

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this 
holy season, scatter the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his 
holiness.   Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you 
with joy, and make you heralds of the Gospel.  Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, 
give you his peace and favor.  Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever.  Amen.
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Carol The First Nowell
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    4.   Then             let                us            all           with          one             ac       -       cord

    4.    sing____         prais   -     es            to_____     our          heav’n     -      ly           Lord;

    4.    that        hath               made___     heaven    and           earth___        of           naught



Dismissal

Deacon   Let us bless the Lord.
People   Thanks be to God.  

Voluntary   

Litanies    Jehan Alain (1911-1940)
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    4.     and___          with__     his           blood__     our           life____        hath      bought.
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