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A bright idea that’s changing the world

(Continued on page 2)

Who knew, back in 2009, what a difference the MacJannet Prize would make? 
TONY COOK

Just 12 years after its birth, the MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship is an astonishing success story. Its influence 
has far surpassed the modest dreams of its creators (myself among them). It’s become a driving force behind the global 
Talloires Network of Engaged Universities, which is itself the driving force behind a revolutionary idea currently 
sweeping the academic world: that universities should venture beyond their cloistered towers to grapple hands-on with 
real-world issues. In these 12 years, more than 525 civic engagement programs on six continents have applied for the 
Prize, and 64 of them— in 26 countries around the world— have been honored as Prize-winners or honorable mentions. 

“The MacJannet Prize is our longest running program,” says Dr. Lorlene Hoyt, executive director of the Talloires Network.  
“It is well-known and highly regarded by higher education institutions and communities around the world.”

The Prize has set the standard for what can be accomplished when students and faculty harness their skills to 
improve the lives of their fellow citizens. And often, the first question uttered by Prize recipients is: “Who were the 
MacJannets anyway? And why is there a prize named for them?”

A seed that blossomed: Rob Hollister (left, with Donald and Charlotte MacJannet in Geneva, 1983)  
conceived the MacJannet Prize half a century after attending their camp on Lake Annecy.
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tutoring for disadvantaged children, or collaborating with 
prison inmates to mount a theater production behind bars. But 
the scope of the submissions soon grew more ambitious. For 
example, Aga Khan University developed community health 
services to benefit squatter settlements in Karachi, Pakistan. 
Students at Beirut’s Université Saint-Joseph launched broad 
efforts to relieve the humanitarian crisis brought on by the 
brutal 2006 war in Lebanon.

Going virtual

Today, in the course of jockeying for the MacJannet 
Prize, many of the competing programs are tackling 
some of the world’s most pressing problems: breaking 
down social barriers, fostering sustainable development, 
promoting public health, addressing conflict resolution, and 
confronting climate change. All this for a prize whose top 
award has never exceeded $7,500, and whose annual cost 
to the MacJannet Foundation runs no more than $30,000. 

Even in the face of the 2020 global pandemic, the 
latest class of MacJannet Prize winners continued their 
community-building efforts. Ngee Ann Polytechnic in 
Singapore quickly pivoted to what its organizers called 
“Service Learning,” which enabled them to pursue 20 
projects virtually in response to the public health crisis. 
These included soliciting donations of soap and other 
amenities for care packs distributed to migrant workers, 
and collecting laptops for home-based learning among 
low-income families.

On the other side of the globe, the founders of a 
community entrepreneurship training program at the 
University of Zimbabwe in southern Africa coped with 
a nationwide lockdown by quickly adopting virtual 
coaching sessions between the program’s undergraduates 
and their trainees. With the support of the MacJannet 
Prize, its students began implementing an initiative that 
helps Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises by providing 
tailored entrepreneurship training and small revolving 
loans for struggling business owners. 

Sharing success stories

The MacJannet Prize has evolved into a highly 
influential tool for universities to publicize their civic 
engagement programs. (Many Prize winners have 
garnered extensive coverage in local and national 
news media.) The winning programs, meanwhile, have 
provided inspiration and guidance for others. As a side 

benefit, the MacJannet Prize has become an important 
tool in recruiting universities to join the Talloires Network 
so they too can apply for the Prize: In just 15 years, the 
original nucleus of 29 Talloires Network members has 
grown to 417 universities and colleges in 79 countries.

In 2017, the MacJanneet Founcation’s prize funds were 
used to enable former winners to gather at the Universidad 
Veracruzana in Mexico for the Talloires Network’s triennial 
symposium to exchange useful real-world anecdotes and 
best practices. In the process, says Professor Hoyt of the 
Talloires Network, the Prize has generated “a treasure trove 
of data about university civic engagement programs.”

The next symposium will be a virtual gathering in 
September 2021, co-hosted by Tufts University and 
Harvard University. This year’s Prizes will be awarded 
at this celebration of the worldwide civic engagement 
movement. MacJannet Foundation trustees will 
participate in marking the milestone.

The annual Prize process clearly has also elevated 
public awareness of who Donald and Charlotte were, 
what they stood for, and how they lived.  Naming 
the Prize for them, it turns out, has given the award a 
personal face that has special meaning for the recipients. 
Clearly, the ripple the MacJannets generated from the 
shores of their summer camp in the French Alps almost a 
century ago has swelled into a global wave. 

Donald and Charlotte are buried in the Prieuré in 
Talloires; their ashes lie under matching stones on the 
ground floor, inscribed with Tufts University’s motto: 
“Pax et Lux” – Latin for “Peace and Light.” It’s inspiring 
to think that the Prize named for them has spread that 
same spirit far and wide.

To read about the winners of the 2020 MacJannet 
Prize, see page 7. To read about Rob Hollister’s latest 
project, see page 13.

(Continued from page 1)

Beginnings: The author, Tony Cook (rear, at left), and 
George Halsey (front row, left) as chalet-mates at 

Camp MacJannet, 1954. Both subsequently headed 
the MacJannet Foundation and were instrumental in 

launching the MacJannet Prize. 

For the answer, you must journey back more than a 
century to Paris in 1920, when a charismatic expatriate 
American, Donald MacJannet, began tutoring children of 
American diplomats, soldiers, and business executives 
stationed in Europe in the wake of World War I. Within 
three years Donald had assembled enough charges to create 
a school. One of his early students was my father, Howard 
Cook, who attended what was then called The Elms, after the 
mansion the school occupied on the outskirts of Paris. When 
the resourceful and inspirational “Mr. Mac” subsequently 
launched the MacJannet Camps on the shores of Lake 
Annecy in 1925, young Howard followed him in 1927 for 
two summers. 

Twenty-seven years 
later, I myself savored 
a summer season at the 
MacJannet Camps (one 
for boys, one for girls) 
and encountered Donald 
and his German-born wife 
Charlotte. They made 
quite a team: Donald 
exuded boyish enthusiasm 
and a love of learning; 
Charlotte, for her part, 
conveyed artistry and 
discipline. Together with 
a staff of counselors from 
around the world, these 
two educational radicals 
demonstrated how activities 
like mountain climbing, 
visiting cultural landmarks, 
and playing games could be 
utilized to impart curiosity, 
creativity, and courage to 
the young people in their care. 

But in retrospect, the MacJannets were much more 
than educators.  They were what we would now call 
“social entrepreneurs.” Ultimately, they created a far-
flung community of school and camp alumni who, having 
experienced the excitement of “learning by doing” abroad, 
became ambassadors of international understanding.

A novel concept

Eventually, the Macs and their followers created the non-profit 
MacJannet Foundation in 1968 to perpetuate the values that had defined 
their lives. (One of those followers, my father Howard Cook, served 
as the Foundation’s president from 1986 to 1996, and I assumed the 
same role from 2008 to 2013.) This incubator produced the seeds of 
cultural exchange programs, graduate courses in international affairs, 
and ultimately the MacJannets’ gift of “Le Prieuré,” the unique 11th-
Century priory in Talloires, France, that they restored in the 1960s and 
donated to Donald’s alma mater, Tufts University, in 1978. 

The Prieuré subsequently became the locus of an 
ambitious MacJannet-style study-abroad program for Tufts 
undergraduates as well as the gathering spot for educational 
conferences. At one such meeting in 2005, assembled there 

by Tufts’ then-president Lawrence Bacow, 29 university 
presidents and chancellors from 23 countries pledged their 
support for a then-novel concept called “civic engagement.” 
Traditionally, students studied in classrooms and laboratories 
before venturing out into the world to apply their knowledge. 
By contrast, the founders of what became the Talloires 
Network of Engaged Universities envisioned medical 
students pursuing public health projects, engineering students 
applying their development skills, and liberal arts students 
attacking real-world illiteracy. Without realizing it, in effect 
they embraced the philosophy of “learning by doing” that the 
MacJannets had been practicing since the 1920s.

As it happened, the first executive director of the new 
Talloires Network was Dr. Robert Hollister, the dean of 
what was then called Tufts’ Tisch School of Citizenship 

and Public Affairs. “Rob” 
Hollister had also been 
a MacJannet camper in 
the 1950s – one who was 
named “Best All-Around 
Camper” two years in a 
row. 

Another camp 
alumnus was fellow 
MacJannet Foundation 
board member George 
Halsey, who had been 
my canoeing buddy in 
Talloires in 1954 when 
we were 12 years old. 
The three of us wanted to 
find a way to memorialize 
the MacJannets, who 
had helped shape our 
individual character and 
intellectual development. 
As we saw it, Donald and 
Charlotte epitomized the 

very same kind of commitment to improve the world that 
the Talloires Network’s universities sought to cultivate. 

A modest proposal

For his part, Dr. Hollister imagined that a prize awarded to 
exemplary programs fostered by Talloires Network institutions 
would inspire others and benchmark those accomplishments 
for fellow members. As then-president of the MacJannet 
Foundation, I felt that a prize honoring the legacy of our 
founders would perpetuate their contributions to increased 
international understanding while simultaneously expanding 
our nascent virtual community of global citizens. When we 
proposed a partnership between the MacJannet Foundation 
and the Talloires Network to create the Prize, we didn’t 
anticipate the Network’s enthusiastic reception. Thanks to an 
inaugural gift from our oldest Foundation trustee, Cynthia 
Raymond, the MacJannet Prize program was launched in 
2009. But at the time, we had no idea of the galvanizing role 
the MacJannet Prize would play. 

At first, the Prize nominees sought recognition for 
worthwhile but relatively small-scale university programs— 
building a community garden, say, or offering after-school 

The 2020 First Prize winner, Ngee Ann Polytechnic  
in Singapore, responded quickly to the pandemic. 

• Australia
• Canada
• Chile
• China
• Colombia
• Egypt
• England
• Ghana
• India

• Ireland
• Israel
• Lebanon
• Malaysia
• Mexico
• Pakistan
• Palestine
• Peru
• Philippines

• Saudi Arabia
• Singapore
• South Africa
• Sudan
• Tanzania
• Uganda
• United States
• Zimbabwe

Prize winners come from…
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(Continued on page 6)

1. The right person will come along
SALLY PYM

Shortly after I became assistant director of the 
Tufts European Center 
in Talloires, Charlotte 
MacJannet asked me 
to organize a concert 
for a young pianist and 
singer in MacJannet 
Hall at the Prieuré. In 
those days— the early 
1990s— the director came 
to Talloires for only two 
weeks every summer, 
so the responsibility for 
Charlotte’s request fell 
entirely on my shoulders 
as the Prieuré’s de facto 
on-site manager.  

The date Charlotte 
specified was a Sunday— 
normally my only day 
off. The program would 
require me not only to set 
up the hall that morning but 
also to publicize the event 
beforehand in Talloires and 
the nearby villages. 

But declining this 
task was not an option. 
Charlotte at this point 
was well into her 90s, 
the living soul of the 
Prieuré; she had been 
unfailingly gracious to 
me since my arrival; 
and in any case, Mrs. Mac was not someone you could 
reasonably refuse any request.

The morning of the concert, as the staff and I set 
up the chairs and the piano in MacJannet Hall under 
Charlotte’s watchful eye, the pianist phoned to inform 
me that an emergency had come up and he would have 
to cancel his appearance. It was 11 a.m.; the concert was 
scheduled for 2 p.m.

I was beside myself. In just three hours, the audience 
would arrive— an audience I had personally drummed 
up. As I saw it, my credibility as the Prieuré’s new 
assistant director was on the line. 

To my surprise, Charlotte seemed not the least bit perturbed. 
“It’s all right, my dear,” she said serenely. “Come with me.” 

She led me outside, walked me halfway down the front 
steps of the Prieuré— she was pretty agile even in her 90s— 
and bade me sit down beside her on the steps. Here she 
reassuringly put her hand on my knee. “Sally,” she explained, 
“if we wait here, the right person will come along.”

She was aware of my stress but seemed oblivious to 

the gravity of our quandary. We sat there quietly together 
until, to my astonishment, about 15 minutes later, a 
stranger walked down the Prieuré driveway. Together, 
Mrs. Mac and I descended the steps to greet him. In 
the process of making our introductions, we asked him 

almost flippantly if by any 
chance he was a pianist. 
When he answered 
affirmatively, Charlotte 
invited him to come 
upstairs and perform at 
our concert that afternoon. 
And so he did.

That was a wonderful 
lesson for me as an 
administrator: If things 
don’t turn out exactly as 
you planned, have faith that 
the unknown alternative 
might turn out to be just as 
good or even better. Ever 
since that day, whenever 
a colleague panics over 
some unexpected change in 
plans, I find myself echoing 
Charlotte: “The right 
person will come along.”

I subsequently 
became the Prieuré’s 
full-time director in 1995. 
Charlotte died in 1999 at 
the age of 98.  Not long 
after that, my assistant 
director informed me that 
she would be leaving. 
At first I was devastated. 
Then I channeled 
Charlotte and reminded 

myself: “The right person will come along.” And so she 
did. The replacement I hired was Gabriella Goldstein, 
who succeeded me in 2002 and has run the Prieuré for 
Tufts skillfully and humanely ever since.

Sally Pym was assistant director of the Tufts 
University European Center from 1991 to 1995 
and served as director until 2002. She now lives in 
Venice, Florida.

2. Trust Mother Nature 
DAN ROTTENBERG

In the summer of 1974, my wife and I flew from 
Philadelphia to Talloires for a reunion in honor of 
Donald MacJannet’s 80th birthday. It was Barbara’s 
first visit to France, and my first since my final summer 
as a MacJannet camper 19 years earlier. In the interim, 
Donald and Charlotte had purchased the thousand-year-

old Prieuré in Talloires and transformed it from an ancient 
ruin into a uniquely gracious conference center. 

Charlotte was naturally eager to show off this 
marvelously restored property to her visitors— especially 
those who, like us, were marinated in an urban American 
sensibility. As she led us through the Prieuré’s nooks 
and crannies, Barbara was astonished to notice that the 
building’s many windows all lacked screens. “But how do 
you keep out the flies?” Barbara asked.

“My dear,” 
Charlotte replied, 
“when nature is 
in the balance, 
Mother Nature 
takes care of the 
flies.” It was a 
concept that simply 
had never occurred 
to us.

(Nearly 
half a century 
later, the Prieuré 
continues to 
function blissfully 
without screens 
on its windows. 
In fact, says 
director Gabriella 
Goldstein, “I don’t 
believe I have 
ever seen screens 
on any windows in 
Talloires. I think 
it is very much an 
American thing.”)

Journalist Dan Rottenberg is editor of Les 
Entretiens and a MacJannet Foundation trustee. He 
lives in Philadelphia.

3. Leave time for tea
MARY VAN BIBBER HARRIS

In 1970-71, when I was a master’s degree candidate 
at the Fletcher School at Tufts University, I spent the 
school year studying at the Graduate Institute of Interna-
tional Affairs in Geneva. In that capacity, I was a direct 
beneficiary of the exchange program inspired and par-
tially funded by Donald and Charlotte MacJannet. Out of 
gratitude for this opportunity, I offered to help Mr. Mac 
with some of his voluminous correspondence. 

Each week I made my way to their apartment 
building in Geneva’s Old Town, climbed the three wide, 
worn flights, and rang the buzzer.  Either Mr. or Mrs. 
Mac would greet me, and for the next several hours they 
engaged in a friendly tug of egos to see which of them 
would capture more of my time. 

Mr. Mac often did have correspondence that 
needed typing, since the MacJannet Foundation was 
in its infancy and he was eager to plant its seeds. But 

Mrs. Mac had other priorities, or so it seemed. She felt 
strongly that more might be gained by the three of us 
talking together. Consequently, quite soon, her head 
would pop around the corner of Mr. Mac’s narrow study 
and exclaim, “It’s time for tea.”  

At this point I would put aside Mr. Mac’s letters 
for my next visit, and the three of us would engage in 
conversations ranging far and wide. In this manner, I 
came to know this extraordinary couple in both a 

professional 
capacity (through 
Mr. Mac’s letters) 
and a personal 
capacity (through 
Mrs. Mac’s 
tea). Only in 
retrospect do I 
appreciate Mrs. 
Mac’s indirect 
method: Over 
tea, we might not 
accomplish any 
work; but on the 
other hand, we 
might discover 
some much 
more important 
purpose that 
hadn’t previously 
occurred to us.

When I left 
Geneva to return 
to Fletcher as an 
administrator, 
part of my 

job involved nurturing the Macs’ Fletcher-Geneva 
exchange program, so my yearly visits to Geneva 
also included time at their apartment. On one of those 
visits, we were having tea when Jean Mayer, then 
president of Tufts, arrived. He had come to learn more 
about the Prieuré in Talloires, which the Macs had 
acquired in 1968 as a ruin, then restored, and then 
offered to Tufts as a gift. Mrs. Mac, naturally, invited 
Mayer to join us for tea. Next thing I knew, I was in 
a car with the three of them, driving to Talloires— a 
45-minute trip consumed entirely by the MacJannets’ 
enthusiastic descriptions of the restoration work they 
had already accomplished at the Prieuré. 

There is little doubt in my mind that President Mayer 
decided then and there to accept the Macs’ offer to donate 
the building to Tufts— which he did in 1978. Not many 
years later, President Mayer asked me to take over the 
directorship of that property, which had become the Tufts 
European Center.

The lesson learned? Always take time for tea.

Mary Harris was director of the Tufts University 
European Center from 1982 to 1989 as well as a longtime 
trustee of the MacJannet Foundation. She lives in Santa 
Barbara, California.

Life lessons from Charlotte: A drama in five acts

Her secret weapon: Charlotte MacJannet (right) serves tea to (from left) 
Mary Harris (with son Brett), Donald, and their painter friend Suzanne 

Lansé at the Prieuré, 1985.

‘Come sit on the steps’: The MacJannets at the Prieuré
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The MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship, launched 
in 2009, recognizes exemplary university student civic 
engagement programs around the world. Today the Prize is 
a key element in the MacJannet Foundation’s work to build 
a community of global citizens. The Prize is sponsored 
jointly by the MacJannet Foundation and the Talloires 
Network, a global association of 417 universities in 79 
countries on six continents, all committed to developing 
student leaders who are actively engaged with society. (To 
learn more about its origins, see the cover story on Page 1.)

In addition to providing international recognition 
to outstanding student initiatives for civic engagement 
and community service, the Prize provides a financial 
contribution and encourages communication among 
the groups to share their experiences and strengthen 
their effectiveness. 

In 2020, the deadline for Prize nominations coincided 
with shutdowns on many campuses due to the global 
coronavirus pandemic. Nevertheless, the competition 
received 19 nominations from 14 countries across six 
contents, only a slight decrease from the number received 
in 2019. Of these nominees, three were awarded prizes 
last June by a selection committee consisting of respected 
educators from member universities of the Talloires 
Network as well as representatives of the MacJannet 
Foundation (see page 8). Three others were recognized 
for Honorable Mention.

Producing ‘big-hearted students’

First Prize ($7,500): Service-Learning 
Programme, Ngee Ann Polytechnic (Singapore)

Ngee Ann, a university with 14,000 students in 
nine schools, launched Service-Learning in 2016 as its 
signature pedagogy, becoming the first tertiary institution 
in Singapore to strategically integrate service learning 
into its core curriculum. All Ngee Ann students participate 
in at least one Service-Learning activity or project, tied to 
an academic module, applying the skills and knowledge 

from their course of study to address community issues. 
The program seeks to produce what it calls “big-hearted 
students who are passionate learners and globally smart 
professionals, while making a positive impact on society.”

The program’s more than 400 instructors consult and 
work with community partners to ensure that projects  meet 
identified community issues while achieving the courses’ 
academic goals. The projects cover a broad range of 
areas, such as education, employability, elder care, health, 
environment, and community development. Students are 
encouraged to play a role in shaping their projects.

From 2016 to 2019, more than 16,800 Ngee Ann 
students participated in some 150 projects involving 
more than 70 partners. They can also continue Service-
Learning in their final year through civic internships (an 
option chosen by more than 500 students in 2019) and 
some 25 international community projects (which attract 
more than 600 students annually).

With the arrival of Covid-19 in 2020, Ngee Ann had to 
quickly pivot to eService-Learning. Information sessions 
were held to help faculty re-design their projects so they 
could be carried out remotely. More than 20 Service-
Learning projects operated in the April 2020 semester.

Some students embarked on projects to tackle Covid-
19-related issues themselves with various community 
partners. For example, a group of students started an 
Instagram campaign and gathered 20 donated laptops in 
just over a week. The laptops were then given to children 
from low-income families for home-based learning during 
Singapore’s Covid-19 lockdown period. Another team 
is now running an online campaign, “SOAP-lution,” to 
solicit donations of soap and other amenities for care 
packs to be distributed to migrant workers in Singapore.

Also, Ngee Ann’s School of Health Sciences 
developed a free 40-minute short course, “Infection 
Prevention and Control 101,” that offers basic 
knowledge of how infection spreads, and how to protect. 
The original course in English has since been translated 
into 14 languages.

4. Life is like a book

CAREN BLACK DEARDORF

I worked at Le Prieuré from 1986 to 1992 as staff 
and assistant director, living in Talloires every year from 
March through October. And in 1991, in preparation 
for the 1992 Winter Olympics at Albertville, I stayed 
on through the winter because the Prieuré had been 
designated as headquarters for the U.S. Olympic team. 

During those winter months, I also volunteered with 
the Quakers at the United Nations in Geneva. Charlotte 
MacJannet, who was 90 at the time, had kindly offered to 
have me stay one night a week at her lovely apartment in 
Geneva’s Old Town.

One afternoon over tea, I was ruminating about my 
future, with all the anxiety of a 25-year-old who has 

no idea what 
to do with her 
life. Mrs. Mac, 
always the 
good listener, 
nodded and 
smiled without 
interrupting. 
When I finally 
paused, she 
firmly took my 
hand. 

“You know, 
Caren,” she 
said, “you 
worry too much 
about your 
future. You are 
where you are 
supposed to be 
right now, and 
each new door 

will open at the right time.  Look at my life.
“In my 20’s, I was living in the Nordics, where I 

started a dance school for Eurythmics.
“In my 30s, I met and married Mr. Mac and we 

grew and ran the American school near Paris and the 
MacJannet camp on Lake Annecy.

“In my 40s, due to the war, we lived in Sun Valley 
[Idaho] and adapted our school and camp there while still 
raising funds for orphans in France.

“In my 50s, we were back in France and purchased 
the Priory in Talloires. We put all our passion and the 
energy of many volunteers into renovating the building so 
that we could host artists, musicians, dignitaries and all 
who were interested in cross-cultural exchange.”

And so she continued through each decade of her life, 
in each of which she had lived out an entire book’s worth 
of adventure and impact on the world.

“So, my dear, “she concluded, “just take the next step, focus on 
how you are going to change the world, and the rest will come.”

I have followed this advice often in my life and also 
passed it on to many of the people I’ve been blessed 
to mentor. If we are lucky, our lives will unfold like 
Charlotte’s— as a series of chapters in a book, each 
offering unexpected opportunities to expand our lives 
while changing the world. 

Caren Black Deardorf, a MacJannet Foundation 
trustee, is chief commercial officer at Ohana 
Biosciences Inc., based in Cambridge, Mass. She lives 
in nearby Lexington. 

5. What really matters
After the MacJannet Foundation’s annual meeting 

in June of 1991, Barbara and I arranged to stay on 
in Talloires for an additional week of sunshine and 
relaxation. Charlotte MacJannet, learning of our plans, 
asked if we could give her a ride to the opening of an 
art exhibit in Annecy the following Saturday. Since 
we had no specific plans for the week, and since this 
event would interrupt only one of our seven days in 
Talloires— and since, in any case, it was impossible to 
say no to Charlotte, especially in her tenth decade— I 
readily consented.

As bad luck would have it, the weather in Talloires 
that week was miserable— cold and rainy from 
Monday through Friday. Not until Saturday— our last 
full day in Talloires— were we finally blessed with the 
hot sunny weather we had yearned for. Yet this was the 
day we had committed to drive Charlotte to a formal 
indoor event in Annecy.

I was beside myself. The thought of spending my last 
full day on Lake Annecy in a coat and tie and trousers 
was more than I could bear. So I compromised by 
donning a knit sport shirt, shorts and sandals— all neat 
and fashionable, to be sure. But still….

When we picked up Charlotte in our rental car, she was 
elegantly dressed in suit, hat, and gloves. She slid into the 
front seat (Barbara had deferentially moved to the rear). 
As we drove toward Annecy, it was impossible for me to 
ignore the contrast between Charlotte’s attire and my own.

“Gee,” I said dubiously, fishing for reassurance, “do 
you think I’m dressed appropriately?”

“No, you’re not,” Charlotte replied without 
hesitation. “But the important thing is that you’re here, 
and you’re interested.”

She did not mince words; neither did she insult 
my intelligence by contriving some diplomatic 
but dishonest reply. In two succinct sentences, she 
answered my question but also cut to the heart of the 
matter. In the process, she demonstrated the virtue of 
an uncluttered mind.

I think of this incident often. For example, at a 
recent dinner for MacJannet Fletcher Fellows at Tufts 
in Medford, Mass., one of the Fellows apologized to 
the group for showing up in T-shirt, jeans and sneakers. 
Echoing Mrs. Mac, I told him: “The important thing is 
that you’re here, and you’re interested.”

—DAN ROTTENBERG

(Continued from page 5)

(Continued on page 8)

Caren Deardorf:  
‘Just take the next step.’

NEWS OF THE FOUNDATION’S PROGRAMS

MacJannet Prize: 2020 winners

Changing hearts and minds at ground-level. 
Optometry students at Ngee Ann Poly in 

Singapore conduct eye screening for children from 
disadvantaged communities. 

paNhari (Zimbabwe): A team building project.
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Developing potential leaders

Second Place ($5,000): paNhari Program, 
University of Zimbabwe (Zimbabwe) 

The paNhari Program, established in 2005 as a student-
led project, empowers university students to become 
civically engaged through social entrepreneurship and to use 
innovation and business principles to improve the world. 
paNhari helps students discover their potential for leadership 
and develop successful futures for their communities by 
adopting a possibility-oriented approach to life in a country 
where political and economic instability can make it difficult 
for young people to participate in civic projects. 

In the wake of the Covid-19 pandemic, Zimbabwe’s 
nationwide lockdown and travel restrictions have restricted 
students’ ability to engage with communities. Nevertheless, 
paNhari students have found innovative ways to continue 
civic engagement activities. Using technology platforms, 
they have adopted virtual interactions with women and 
youth in the informal work sector to assess and understand 
how their livelihoods have been impacted by the pandemic. 

With the support of the MacJannet Prize, students 
are now providing tailored entrepreneurship training and 
small “revolving” loans to small struggling businesses, 
many run by women. 

Educating the unschooled

Third Place ($2,500): Al-Qalam Program, National 
University of Sciences and Technology (Pakistan) 

Al-Qalam program, launched in 2015, is a student 
organization that provides educational opportunities 
to children who are out of school due to their families’ 
financial limitations— a serious problem in a country 
where more than 40% of children under 16 are not 
enrolled in school.

During last year’s coronavirus lockdown, the 
university closed and volunteers could not move easily 
around their communities or seek funds. But Al-Qalam 
Program student volunteers took it upon themselves to 
set up an online donation campaign, and through their 
own networking they helped parents on a case-to-case 
basis so their children are able to remain in school. 
Volunteers also collected new laptops and desktops 
to donate to families so children could continue with 
online learning. 

Honorable Mention:

Pontificia Universidad Javeriana Cali’s 
Programa Formación Javeriana para el Cambio 
Social y la Paz (Colombia). As a training ground 
for social change, the university has integrated 
experiential learning and community engagement 
into academic programs throughout the institution. 
Its students create spaces for the exchange of 
knowledge between communities and academia, 
transforming participants’ visions of themselves as 
citizens and professionals.

Universidad Veracruzana’s Intercultural 
University Student Projects (Mexico) offers degree 
programs in four regions whose residents lack access 
to higher education and related opportunities. It 
also offers a master´s degree in Nahua Language 
and Culture, the first program in the Americas 
completely offered in an indigenous language.

Community Health Nature Renewal Project 
at Muhimbili University of Health and Allied 
Science (Tanzania), seeks to improve the health of 
Tanzania’s people by planting native trees and plants 
back into the gardens, school grounds, roadsides, 
and byways of the Ilala District, an ecosystem that 
has been 90% destroyed.

(Continued on page 10)

Al-Qalam Project’s promotional poster:  
From street schools to “real” schools in Pakistan.

(Continued from page 7)

• Ernesto Benavides Ornelas (Tecnologico de Monterrey, Mexico) 
• Anthony Cook (MacJannet Foundation, California/USA) 
• Filliam Efiti (LivingStone International University, Uganda)
• Sara Ghouth (Effat University, Saudi Arabia)

• Maryam Huda (Aga Khan University, Pakistan)
• Cliona Maher (University College Cork, Ireland)
• Wenke Thoman Sterns (MacJannet Foundation, Florida/USA)

In March of 2020, the Tufts European Center was 
preparing for what promised to be a busy summer season 
at the Prieuré in Talloires. Our signature programs— 
Tufts in Talloires, Tufts in Annecy, and Tufts Summit— 
were well subscribed; our meeting and events calendar 
was full; and we were just a few weeks away from depart-
ing for Talloires. 
As we all know, 
the COVID-19 
pandemic derailed 
all those plans. It 
sent Tufts students 
home from the 
main Medford 
campus to finish 
the spring semes-
ter remotely. It 
closed interna-
tional borders and 
pushed France into 
lockdown. We on 
the Prieuré staff 
had no choice but 
to cancel all of 
our 2020 summer 
programs. 

Worse still, 
the timing and 
abruptness of the 
shutdown left us 
insufficient time 
to implement 
an alternative 
delivery 
method for our 
programs. To 
ensure that our 
season could still be productive, we re-directed 
our energies to other important projects for the 
Center: We created a new and updated website; we 
launched an electronic newsletter; we spent many 
hours attending webinars to improve our skills; and 
we began planning for summer 2021.Although the 
new year brought hope for mass vaccinations and 
herd immunity, it also brought COVID variants, new 
global pandemic surges, and continuing limitations 
on international travel— all of which made it very 
clear that a return to Talloires wouldn’t be possible 
for summer 2021. 

Will students buy it?

With heavy hearts, in January we made the decision 
to adopt a virtual format for our 2021 Tufts in Talloires 
and Tufts Summit programs (for college and high school 
students, respectively). 

“I was disappointed, but also not surprised, 
given how the world is still attempting to manage the 
pandemic,” said Sarah Craver, assistant director of the 
European Center. “I recognize the paramount importance 
of keeping our communities safe, and of allowing our 
faculty (and ourselves) time to create a rich, exciting 

virtual experience 
for our students,” 

Obviously, a 
virtual community 
cannot replace 
face-to- face 
interactions, not 
to mention real-
life immersion 
in the Haute-
Savoie culture. 
Nevertheless, we 
are very excited 
about the new 
ways that we will 
provide engaging 
international 
content for 
students. 

All of our 
classes will 
include virtual 
guest speakers 
from Talloires/
Annecy/Geneva 
and beyond, 
who will interact 
with students 
and help provide 
the international 
perspective we 

have always sought to include in our programs. If we 
can’t bring students to Talloires, we will bring Talloires to 
them! 

Will students buy this sales pitch? “Virtual learning 
definitely opens up some unique opportunities,” 
comments one of our former Talloires students, Taite 
Pierson. “It’s easier to see everyone in the class, and 
the chat function is really great for asking questions 
and making comments.  I’ve been able to connect 
with people from all over the world in online learning 
environments, people I probably wouldn’t have 
otherwise met.”  Tufts senior Lily Russell offered, “It 
can be challenging to take classes online, but it can 
also allow for so much more flexibility in my day, 
which I enjoy. There is no commute to class, and I 
have the freedom to be located where I wish to be. 
Ultimately, I do wish all of my courses were in person 
this semester. But online classes are still rewarding 
and engaging.”

What students see when they visit the Tufts European Center online 
(clockwise from top left): Entrance to the Prieuré; director  

Gabriella Goldstein; staff assistant Kim DeCrescenzo; 
 assistant director Sarah Craver.

The ultimate MacJannet challenge: Virtual Talloires
GABRIELLA GOLDSTEIN

2020 MacJannet Prize Selection Committee
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(Continued on page 12)

(Continued from page 9)

Talloires remembers the MacJannet Camps

As its contribution to European Heritage Days 
in September 2020, the town of Talloires-Montmin 
organized Patrimone, a two-day photo exhibition at 
the beachfront restaurant  La Savoyarde, retracing 
the history of the MacJannet Camps as well as 
the Gillette Sports Center that occupied the camp 
property after the camp closed in 1963. 

Old archival photos, camp brochures, and 

drawings provided by Gabriella Goldstein, director 
of the Tufts University European Center in Talloires, 
brought the MacJannet adventure to life for the 
general public. The Gillette portion of the exhibit 
was provided by Daniel Cons, who worked for three 
seasons at the Gillette Sports Center and preserved 
seven albums of material from his time there.

By the time the exhibition opened, access had 
been restricted due to the COVID pandemic. So the 
town now hopes to revive the exhibit later in 2021. 

And how will we maintain the MacJannet legacy in all 
of this? “The MacJannet legacy is not only about a place— 
Talloires—it is about respect, diversity, understanding, and 
learning,” suggested our staff assistant, Kim DeCrescenzo. 
“The values go beyond a physical building and can be 
understood and appreciated from anywhere in the world.” 
Sarah Craver added, “Our approach reflects values that 
were crucial to the MacJannets: tenacity, persistence, and 
keeping learning at the heart of any experience. When I 
think of the times that the MacJannets lived through, I 
think of the challenges that they faced and the creativity 
with which they had to respond. We must not only reflect 
these values, but we must also strengthen our community 
by getting to know our students well and developing an 
environment of support and rich learning that they will 
remember for a long time!”

For the Tufts European Center, the summer of 2021 
will present both challenges and opportunities. With a 
strong legacy to guide us, a healthy dose of energy and 
imagination, an incredibly dedicated staff and faculty, and 
a supportive community both in the U.S. and in Talloires, 
we are confident that it will be a very successful experience 
for all of us. As you see, we are heirs to the MacJannet 
tradition. What else could we be but optimists?

Gabriella Goldstein is director of the Tufts European 
Center in Talloires, France.

Les Amis adjust to COVID-19

Like so much else in the world during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the activities of Les 
Amis du Prieuré have largely been suspended 
since the pandemic first struck in early 2020. 
The Prieuré itself will not be open this summer 
of 2021. The organization’s summer exchange 
program, which usually sends French students 
from the Annecy region to learn English at 
Tufts University in Massachusetts, will instead 
be conducted entirely on-line.  

The group’s annual series of summer 
lectures in Talloires  (“Les Lundis du Prieuré”), 
which were cancelled in 2020, have been 
provisionally reprogrammed for this year to 
be held in the Talloires cinema instead of the 
Prieuré. But at this writing, the least we can 
say is that the situation remains uncertain. No 
major improvement of the situation is likely to 
arise before July or August.

—Jean-Michel Fouquet

Jean-Michel Fouquet is a MacJannet 
Foundation overseer and a board member of 
Les Amis du Prieuré. He lives in Annecy.

Note: Since 1967, an endowment from Donald 
MacJannet has helped support international studies 
among graduate students. Initially this program 
focused  on an innovative exchange program between 
the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at Tufts 
University and the Graduate Institute of International 
and Development Studies in Geneva. By now the 
Fletcher-Geneva exchange program numbers more 
than 200 alumni. The MacJannet grant has also 
provided support to an additional large number of 
European students studying at Fletcher. Until the global 
coronavirus pandemic struck in 2020, the MacJannet 
Foundation sponsored an annual dinner at the Fletcher 
School to honor these Fellows. What should have been 
the tenth annual dinner was suspended in December 
2020, but the Foundation hopes to resume this tradition 
in the fall of 2021. Meanwhile, the Fellowship program 
itself continued, albeit at a slightly reduced scale. 
Below, the  four MacJannet Fletcher Fellows for 
academic year 2020-2021 discuss their hopes and 
dreams— for themselves as well as the planet.

—ANTHONY KLEITZ

Real-life problem solving

Clarisse Marcella Alpaert (Belgium): I am 
originally from Bruges, Belgium. As an undergraduate 

at Ghent University, I studied 
business economics and majored 
in corporate finance. Tufts 
University’s MALD program 
(Master of Arts in Law and 
Diplomacy) interested me 
because it offers me a broader 
perspective on key dynamics 
in the political economy of 
development while familiarizing 
me with new ways to address 
global challenges.

Though this academic 
year has not been what anyone 

expected, Fletcher has been a rewarding and challenging 
experience. Some of my favorite moments from this 
year include becoming a co-president of the Fletcher 
Social Investment Group’s leadership board and 
a member of the Wharton School’s MBA Impact 
Investment Network & Training competition 
at the University of Pennsylvania. It allowed 
me to continue to demonstrate a proactive and 
multidisciplinary approach to problem solving while 
working within a cross-functional team of a high 
caliber.

I’m grateful to the Donald R. MacJannet Scholarship 
for supporting my journey toward a more holistic approach 
to international business and finance.

Quest for social justice

Amaia Elorza Arregi 
(Spain): I came to Fletcher 
from the Basque region in 
the north of Spain. As an 
undergraduate, I studied 
political science at the London 
School of Economics and 
Law at the Complutense 
University of Madrid. I have 
been fascinated by a variety of 
courses focusing on gender as 
well as religion and conflict 
in the Middle East and South 
Asia. My main goal for my graduate studies was to 
broaden my knowledge and analytical skills in these 
areas, in preparation for a career in human rights and 
social justice, both at home and in the Middle East. 
Fletcher’s master’s program in Law and Diplomacy 
is allowing me to do that.

I am currently finishing my capstone while 
working as a teaching assistant and research 
assistant at Fletcher. I have also applied to political 
science Ph.D. programs, and if accepted, I will start 
my doctoral studies in the fall of 2021. Undoubtedly, 
this career path would not have been possible 
without Fletcher. This is one of the main reasons 
why I deeply appreciate the generous contributions 
of the Donald R. MacJannet Scholarship. I would not 
have been able to study at Fletcher without financial 
aid; and right now, I cannot imagine my life without 
all of these professional and personal experiences. 
I am really grateful to be a part of this vibrant, 
challenging, unique community.

Cross-Atlantic understanding

Kyrre Berland (Norway): I am a native of Norway 
who studied Euro-Asian Affairs as an undergraduate 
at Sciences Po Paris. Between the wide knowledge I 
got from my French education and my late mother’s 
humanitarian work in rural Bhutan before my birth, 

it seemed logical to me that 
studying peacebuilding at The 
Fletcher School would give 
me an excellent grounding 
to work for the alleviation of 
human suffering. This year, 
I was a research assistant at 
The Fares Center at Fletcher, 
exploring inter alia the 
financing of contemporary 
conflict on the Horn of Africa.

An unexpected test
Our 2020-21 MacJannet Fletcher Fellows confront the pandemic
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Having worked as a trainee for the Norwegian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs on human rights issues 
at the United Nations in Geneva, I feel confident that 
fostering cross-Atlantic understanding is of fundamental 
importance for peace and friendly relations.

In addition to my classes, I have participated 
in The Fletcher Forum of World Affairs, Fletcher’s 
renowned foreign policy journal. More importantly, I 
have formed deep friendships with peers, even though 
our meetings have necessarily been virtual in this 
time of pandemic. The Fletcher School is indeed a 
community in which I thrive and grow. And the Donald 
R. MacJannet Scholarship has been fundamental in 
enabling me to pursue these studies at Fletcher. 

Virtual, but tight-knit

Hélène Ries (France/
Switzerland): After earning an 
undergraduate degree at Pomona 
College, where I focused on 
economics, I worked for a 
public health NGO that taught 
me the importance of strong 
relationships between the private 
and public sector on a global 
level. I thus decided to attend 
the Fletcher School, where 
interdisciplinary work is at the 
center of all opportunities and 

courses offered. Actually, coming to the Fletcher School 
had been a dream since I started my professional career. 

The Donald R. MacJannet Scholarship has enabled 
me to pursue a Master of Arts in Law and Diplomacy at 
Fletcher. Through its International Business Relations 
concentration, I have learned more about public-private 
partnerships, my primary area of interest.

My first semester at Fletcher confirmed the 
great first impression I had received from students 
of the school. In my year and a half at Fletcher (in 
Medford last year and virtually from Switzerland 
this year), I have had the opportunity to attend 
transformative events like the Conference on Gender 
and International Affairs, which enabled me to view 
public health issues from a different perspective. I 
have also interacted with Fletcher alumni now in 
prominent positions in the health sector, who gave 
me invaluable insights on their careers and proved 
the strength of the legendary “Fletcher Mafia.” The 
difficult past year we have all had to face proved 
once again how tight-knit and helpful the Fletcher 
community can be, both in Europe and at large.

Thanks to this experience, I am currently 
launching a career in the pharmaceutical sector, 
through which I intend to dedicate myself to helping 
improve and save people’s lives worldwide. As I 
continue working on public-private partnerships 
for healthcare companies in my home country, 
Switzerland, it is clear that I will continue to benefit 
from the Fletcher network and curriculum for years 
to come. I hope one day to be able to help students 
achieve their goals just as you have helped me.

Rob Hollister (left) with Tufts students: Thanks to the Internet, he’s now teaching social responsibility in 37 countries.  

ROB HOLLISTER

Having spent much of my career nurturing the global 
engaged university movement from my faculty perch at 
Tufts University, this year I helped create yet another 
MacJannet-inspired program. Since February 2021, I have 
led “Introduction to University Social Responsibility,” 
a new online course whose goals read like quotes from 
the mission statements of the MacJannet Foundation and 
the MacJannet Prize. For a former MacJannet camper 
like me, it’s one more powerful reminder that MacJannet 
values and habits are a chronic lifelong condition.

I currently serve as senior advisor to the Univer-
sity Social Responsibility Network, a global coalition 
of universities working together to advance univer-
sity social engagement.  When we started to design 
this “Massive Open Online Course,” our discussion 
reminded me of a conversation I had with my fellow 
MacJannet Camp alumni George Halsey and Tony 
Cook. I think it was in the courtyard of Le Cottage in 
Talloires when we dreamed up the MacJannet Prize 
more than ten years ago.  They were excited about the 
idea of supporting excellence in university civic en-
gagement, but only if the focus was on students – their 
initiative and what they were learning.  “Let’s reward 
students’ leadership,” they said. “Let’s recognize the 
outcome:  the extent to which universities are develop-
ing global citizens, not the institutions’ policies.”

Key challenge

Eventually, when the MacJannet Prize was launched, 
I thought of a remark by Todd Langton, then the MacJan-
net Foundation’s president: “Recognizing outstanding 
university civic engagement is great. How can we also 
disseminate broadly the strategies of Mac Prize winners?”

As institutions of higher education around the world 
move beyond the ivory tower, Todd’s point remains a 
key challenge. The experience of pioneers in this move-
ment can potentially provide inspiration and guidance to 
colleges and universities that are in earlier stages of this 

work.  Our new online course aims to do exactly that: to 
accelerate global exchange and collaboration.

This four-week course is designed for university 
administrators, faculty, graduate students, government 
officials, and foundation representatives. It explores the 
what, why, and how of university social responsibility, 
emphasizing effective practices of institutions around the 
world— Japan (Kyoto U.), China (Hong Kong Polytech-
nic U.), South Africa (U. Pretoria), Canada (Simon Fraser 
U.), Brazil (U. Sao Paolo), Britain (U. of Manchester), 
and Australia (U. of New South Wales). 

Invisible hand

Thanks to its dissemination by edX— a leading 
provider of free Internet courses—the course has already 
attracted an enrollment of 230 people from 37 countries. 
Professor Daniel Shek of Hong Kong Polytechnic Univer-
sity— a large university that now requires  all its graduate 
students to take a community service learning course— 
explained the appeal of our course: “This approach aims 
to achieve what we desire to be the attributes of our 
graduates: that they all be responsible global citizens.”  

The home page of the course website lists me and 
several co-instructors.  Hidden is the invisible hand of 
Donald and Charlotte. 

Come to think of it, Le Cottage— the iconic Talloires 
restaurant where the MacJannet Prize was first con-
ceived— was itself operated for years by Fernand Bise, 
who was a MacJannet camper in the 1930s. As the 19th 
Century preacher Henry Ward Beecher observed, “The 
blossom cannot tell what becomes of its aroma, and no 
one can tell what becomes of their influence.”

Robert Hollister, a former MacJannet camper and 
MacJannet Foundation trustee, was founding dean of 
Tufts University’s Tisch College of Civic Life from 2000 
to 2011. In 2005 he co-launched the Talloires Network of 
Engaged Universities. For more information about the 
course, visit https://www.edx.org/course/introduction-to-
university-social-responsibility.

A MacJannet seed bears fruit—online

(Continued from page 11)

An improvised track meet at water’s edge, Camp MacJannet, c. 1936. This photo was discovered by Carter Boatner of Edmund, 
Oklahoma. His father, the late historian Mark M. Boatner III, attended the MacJannet School and camp in the 1930s. That’s Mark, age 

about 15, crouching at the far left. Readers are invited to help us identify the counselor and other campers in the photo.
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Editor’s Note: Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh and the 
MacJannet Foundation’s oldest honorary trustee, died April 9, 
2021 at age 99. As a six-year-old royal refugee from the Greek 
revolution (below), Philip was enrolled in 1927 at the MacJan-
net American School at St.-Cloud, outside Paris. He later de-
scribed his three years there as “the happiest years of my life.”

Interesting re Prince Phillip (“A MacJannet Guide to ‘The 
Crown’,” Les Entretiens, Spring 2020). It’s always so nice to hear 

good things about 
somebody so promi-
nent on the world 
stage and to know 
they had a wonderful 
character, which the 
press rarely presents.  

My dad, Sanford 
Avery Lyon, Jr., who 
was five years older 
than Philip, was at 
The Elms when 
he was and said 
Philip was a great kid 
everybody liked; that 
he was humble and 

very hard working, very normal; that his (I think) grandmother 
(or perhaps aunt) would walk him to school every morning; that 
his family was very poor and Phillip insisted on coming to school 
two hours early or so to work and would do things like clean 
blackboards or floors or help groom the paths and landscape 
outside. All in all, an exceptional individual. 

What triggered me to write originally was the photo on the 
front cover of the Spring 2015 Les Entretiens which shows Tony 
Cook’s dad, Howard Cook, on a camp bus trip in 1928. Howard’s 
experiences as related in that article parallel those of my dad, 
which he in turn passed onto me and my three brothers growing 
up. Dad had four younger siblings who all attended the MacJan-
net summer camp at Lake Annecy, and they also passed these 
experiences and attitudes on to their kids, all of my cousins. 

Maybe we grew up in a different era, when good citizen-
ship and constructive living included service to others and the 
environment, humility not hubris, honoring not damaging, 
giving not demanding, helping not harming, offering not tak-
ing, building not destroying, enjoying not crying. Our media 
needs to present today’s wonderful kids such as the MacJannet 
bunch to the world, instead of the rioters.

Barbara Lyon
Goleta, Calif.

I have in my possession two of Prince Philip’s original report 
cards from The Elms— one from 1927-28, when he was in the 
first form (apparently first grade). It’s quite a hoot. His grades 
for “deportment” and “effort” range from A to D; his academic 
grades from A to C-. The report card has grades for each month. 
At the Elms, a C was a respectable grade and A’s were rare. The 
other one is from 1929. That year he got off to a rough start, with 

two 60s, one 78 and a 50 but he made a great recovery with 85s 
and 95s in May, with “good” in effort and deportment.

 On the 27-28 report card, his name is “H. H. Philip of 
Greece” and his parent is listed as “H.R.H. Prince Andrew.” On 
the 28-29 report card, his name is HH Prince Philip of Greece.

 Mr. MacJannet always said that he disposed of all the 
student records. One story was that he did not want the Nazis 
getting into them. The other story he told me was that he did 
not want the IRS getting its hands on them to prove he had 
more students than the income total on his tax return. The 
real truth is that he never got rid of them at all. They were 
hidden in the basement of his apartment building at 12 Rue 
de l’Hotel de Ville in Geneva and were found when John 
King had the apartment cleared out after Charlotte died in 
1999. No one looked through them back then, but I have 
since studied them and found the Philip cards. 

My favorite story of Mr. Mac’s about Prince Philip 
is that Mr. Mac overheard the following conversation 
shortly after Philip arrived. 
   Boy 1: “What’s his last name?” 
   Boy 2: “He doesn’t have a last name. He is a prince, 
   and princes don’t have last names.” 
   Boy 1: “A prince. What’s that get you?” 
   Apparently not much at the Elms, judging from the report cards. 

George Halsey
Weymouth, Mass.

Note: The writer, a former MacJannet Foundation 
trustee, is the son of James Halsey Sr., who taught Prince 
Philip at the MacJannet School in 1927.

A formative experience

Despite my advanced age (84), I still remember well 
my summer 1954 junior counselor experience at Talloires, 
in those years personally supervised by Donald and Char-
lotte MacJannet. There was no strong discipline, but an em-
phasis on pluralism, and an acute sense of the community

This experience of social life and contributions cer-
tainly was quite formative in my young years.

Jean Arthur DuPont
Rueil-Malmaison, France

Ursina Pluess joined the MacJannet 
Foundation board in June 2020. She has served 
the Swiss government in several capacities 
since 2002, specializing in counterterrorism and 
security policy for the Department of Defense. 
She lives in Bern.

Her MacJannet connection dates back 
to 2000, when, as a graduate student at the 

Institut Universitaire des Hautes Etudes Internationales in 
Geneva, she received a MacJannet Fellowship to study at 
Tufts University’s Fletcher School in Massachusetts. She 
earned her master’s degree in international security policy and 
conflict resolution from Fletcher in 2001. That experience, she 

says, “set a solid basis for an interesting subsequent career I 
am grateful for every day. Twenty years later, I can count on 
a solid network of trusted friends in all corners of the world, 
and I enjoy keeping in contact with this wonderful and ever 
growing crowd.”

“In quickly changing times marked by selfishness, mis-
trust, twisted truths, and power thinking,” she adds, “I consider 
it necessary to preserve and project the principles and values 
Charlotte and Donald MacJannet have exemplified into the 
third millennium. More than ever, it is vital to help young 
people empower and encourage themselves to cope with the 
complicated problems of a complex world, so that generations 
after us can continue to build on what is good in humankind.”

ANTHONY KLEITZ

Dear Friends of the MacJannet Foundation,

This past year has posed the ultimate challenge for 
followers of those indefatigable optimists, Donald and 
Charlotte MacJannet: How do you build a better world in 
the midst of a global pandemic?

The bad news you already know. As I write, the 
coronavirus has taken more than 3 million lives around the 
world and shattered millions more. Hospitals are over-
whelmed, businesses have closed, food lines have swelled 
with the growing ranks of unemployed. Here at the Mac-
Jannet Foundation, the pandemic has forced the temporary 
suspension of the two international cultural exchange 
programs we customarily support: The Tufts University 
European Center at the Prieuré in Talloires, France (see 
page 9); and Les Amis du Prieuré of Talloires (see page 
10). These programs still cannot function normally for 
summer 2021, but the Tufts staff has been hard at work to 
provide innovative virtual versions.

In such uniquely trying times, you may ask, how can a 
small foundation like ours promote the essential values cham-
pioned by our founders: tolerance, resilience, and cross-cultural 
understanding? And in an increasingly virtual world, how can 
we sustain Donald and Charlotte MacJannet’s key educational 
innovation: “learning by doing” through exposure to a foreign 
culture and a spectacular natural environment?

Now for the good news. Our broadest international 
program— the MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship— 
has continued its 12-year tradition of honoring exemplary 
university student community service programs around the 
world (see pages 1 and 7). And the record-breaking devel-
opment of vaccines for COVID-19 brings the prospect and 
challenge of renewing and strengthening our other pro-
grams as we look to the future in 2021 and beyond.

While the restrictions imposed 
by the pandemic have radically 
affected families and businesses 
across the globe, in our Foundation 
we have looked to the guiding ex-
ample set by our mentors, Donald 
and Charlotte.

This remarkable couple sur-
vived two world wars and the Great 
Depression. They fled German-
occupied France in 1940 with barely 
the clothes on their backs. Donald even contracted the deadly 
Spanish influenza of 1918 and nearly died, but lived to tell the 
tale. Nothing the MacJannets encountered could sway them 
from their determination to build a better world by planting 
seeds in young minds, in the confidence that some would bear 
fruit. Instead of cursing the darkness, they lit candles.

Today, rather than giving in to despair, Donald and 
Charlotte would ask, “How can we help?”

Through our international education programs, the 
challenge of our Foundation today remains unchanged: to 
inspire the lives of young people who may one day change 
the world for the better. 

We thank you for your past support and urge you to 
increase it in this time of crisis. Just ask yourself the ulti-
mate MacJannet question: “How can we help?” In practi-
cal terms, how can we support and help the Foundation’s 
programs resume and evolve stronger and better?

To make a donation, click here. 
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/cause_pdetails/NjMyNDY=
Thanks so much. With your support, a brighter world 

can come out of this pandemic.  
With warm regards, 
Anthony Kleitz, President 
The MacJannet Foundation

tkleitz@gmail.com

PRESIDENT’S LETTER

COVID-19: What would the MacJannets do?

New face on the board

In our mailbox
Prince Philip remembered

Prince Philip’s first report card, 1927: Grades were tougher then.
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MacJannet
FOUNDATION

MacJannet Foundation board, June 2019. Seated, from left: John Iglehart, Bruno Asselin, 
Dan Rottenberg. Standing: Jean-Michel Fouquet, Jean-Marie Hervé, Christine Bagatelas, 

Anthony Kleitz, Wenke Thoman Sterns, Bruce Berzin, Stephen Callahan.  
(Note: No group photo was taken in 2020, when the board held its meetings online.) 

THE MACJANNET FOUNDATION 
The MacJannet Foundation is a non-profit charitable foundation created in 1968 and 
dedicated to creating a community of global citizens. To unleash individual potential in 
an international context, it supports exchange programs, the Tufts University European 
Center in Talloires, France, and the MacJannet Prize for Global Citizenship. Visit us at 
www.macjannet.org.

CONTACT INFORMATION
396 Washington Street #200, 
Wellesley Hills, MA 02481 USA 
Tel: (617) 875-7780 
Email:info@macjannet.org

OFFICERS FOR 2021 
President: Anthony Kleitz
Vice President, Europe: Stephen Callahan
Vice President, Programs: John King
Vice President, Development: Wenke Thoman Sterns
Secretary: Paul J. Tringale
Treasurer: Bruce Berzin

OTHER TRUSTEES 
Christine Bagatelas
Amy Carzo
Anthony P. Cook
Caren Black Deardorf
Fabienne Gaudemard
Gabriella Goldstein
 Ex officio
John Iglehart
Todd Langton
Anthony P. Monaco
Ursina Pluess
Dan Rottenberg

HONORARY TRUSTEES 
Leonard D. Carmichael Jr.*
George Forman*
Jean MacJannet Foster*
Indira Priyadarshini Gandhi*
W. Averell Harriman*
Suzanne Lansé*
Henry J. Leir*
Jean Mayer*
Charles Mérieux* 
Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh*
Cynthia Harts Raymond*
John O. Rich*
Herman Rottenberg*
Miki Sawada* 
Seymour O. Simches*
Colonel Lynn F. Woodworth *
Anita Woodworth*

TRUSTEES EMERITI 
Lawrence S. Bacow
Grace Lee Billings
Rocco Carzo
John DiBiaggio*
Pierre Dietz
George R. Halsey
Carole Hambleton-Moser
Jean-Marie Hervé
Mary van Bibber Harris
Robert M. Hollister
Robert Jerome
John McJennett III 
Douglas Marston
Sally Pym
Philip Rich 
Maria Robinson
Willard B. Snyder
Anna Swinbourne

OVERSEERS 
Bruno Asselin 
Jean-Michel Fouquet
Pamela Jacklin
Elisabeth Rindborg

FOUNDERS 
Amos Booth*
Howard A. Cook*
Jean-Pierre Francillon*
James H. Halsey*
Charlotte B. MacJannet *
Donald R. MacJannet*
Richard G. Powell*
Ruth B. Snyder*

NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Dan Rottenberg

*= Deceased


