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Welcome! 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation.   

We welcome people of every age and size, color and culture, every sexual orientation and  
gender identity, socio-economic status and marital status, every ability and challenge.  

We welcome believers and questioners, and questioning believers.  

Please keep your masks on during the worship service and when moving to and from your place in the 
Fellowship Hall for the Luncheon. 

Facilities 
● Our parking lot is located on the south side of the church off Sherman Avenue. You may park in the lot at 

any time, whether for church events or for shopping or other errands in downtown Evanston; weekdays, 
see the church office at the Lake St. entrance to get a parking pass. Parking meters are free until 1:00 P.M. 
on Sunday. 

● The parking lot entrance is an accessible entrance. An elevator is located just inside that door. 

● Restrooms are downstairs near the meeting of the two hallways. Accessible restrooms are located near 
the elevator on both upper and lower levels. A gender-neutral restroom is located on the lower level by 
the elevator. 

● We love having children in worship! Activity bags are available from the greeters. There is a nursery and 
changing/crying room for parents to use, if needed, located downstairs. There are also changing tables in 
both restrooms on this level, by the elevator. An usher will be happy to direct you. 

● Hearing assistance is available. Ask an usher for equipment. 

● Wi-Fi is available throughout most of the building. The network is “Immanuel,” password “allarewelcome”. 
Please use the Internet responsibly! 

Receiving Holy Communion 
We invite you to share with us in the sacramental meal because Christ invites you! There is no specific age 
requirement for Communion. When directed by the Ushers, please to come forward to receive the bread from 
the Pastor and wine or grape juice from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the grape 
juice in the inner circle and wine in the outer circle. Each person will take their own glass from the tray. The 
Assisting Minister and Pastor will remain masked during the distribution. Please keep in mind proper physical 
distance from other worshippers in coming forward and in removing your mask to consume the elements. 
Empty glasses can be deposited in trays on the front pews. This will be a continuous communion, standing to 
receive the elements. Please deposit the cups and wrappers in the trash receptacles as you leave the 
sanctuary. 
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Gathering:  The Holy Spirit assembles us as the People of God … 

 
 

 
 
 

P: Presiding Minister     L: Assisting Minister   R: Reader     A: Assembly   
+   All may make the sign of the cross.    

Prelude “Pastorale” 
  By J.S. Bach 
 Variations on “Dove of Peace”  
 By David P. Dahl 
Welcome 

The Assembly stands and turns to face the rear doors. 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the Presiding Minister begins.  

P  Welcome in the name of + Jesus, the Savior of the world. We are gathered to worship, to 
proclaim Christ crucified and risen, to remember before God our sister, Joanne Marie Shearer, 
to give thanks for her life, to commend her to our merciful redeemer, and to comfort one 
another in our grief. 

A Amen. 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P All who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ. In her baptism, Joanne was clothed with 
Christ. In the day of Christ’s coming, she shall be clothed with glory. 

A Amen. 

Acclamation 

P Eternal God, maker of heaven and earth, who formed us from the dust of the earth, who by 
your breath gave us life, we glorify you. 

A We glorify you. 

P Jesus Christ, the resurrection and the life, who suffered death for all humanity, who rose from 
the grave to open the way to eternal life, we praise you. 

A We praise you. 

P Holy Spirit, author and giver of life, the comforter of all who sorrow, our sure confidence and 
everlasting hope, we worship you. 

A We worship you. 

P To you, O blessed Trinity, be glory and honor, forever and ever. 
A Amen. 

  

We welcome all who have gathered today to mourn the death of Joanne Shearer, and to give thanks to God for 
her life. Today we give voice to our sorrow, thank God for our loved one, and entrust this companion of ours into 
the hands of God. Trusting in God’s promise in baptism that we are claimed by Christ forever, we rest in the sure 
hope of the resurrection. 
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Gathering Song  “I Love to Tell the Story”     ELW 661 
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Greeting 

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all! 
A And also with you! 

 
Prayer of the Day 

P Let us pray. Almighty God, we remember before you today our sister, Joanne Marie. We thank 
you for giving her to us to know and to love as a companion in our pilgrimage on earth. In 
your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give us faith to see that death has been 
swallowed up in the victory of our Lord Jesus Christ, so that we may live in confidence and 
hope until, by your call, we are gathered to our heavenly home in the company of all your 
saints; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

A Amen. 
The Assembly is seated. 
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Word:  God speaks to us in scripture, preaching, and song 
 

Reading from the Hebrew Scriptures Job 19: 23-27 

R A reading from Job. 

  23"O that my words were written down! 
 O that they were inscribed in a book! 
 24O that with an iron pen and with lead 
 they were engraved on a rock forever! 
 25For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
 and that at the last he will stand upon the earth; 
 26and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
 then in my flesh I shall see God, 
 27whom I shall see on my side, 
 and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 23        ELW Psalm Tone 7 

The organ will play the tone, and then the Assembly will sing in unison all the verses. 

Tone:  

 
 

1The LORD | is my shepherd; 
I shall not | be in want. 

2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 
and leads me be- | side still waters. 

3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 
and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 
and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. 
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Reading from the New Testament Romans 8:31–39 

R A reading from Romans. 
31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32He who did 
not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also give us 
everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who 
is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed intercedes for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is 
written, 

 “For your sake we are being killed all day long; 
 we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.” 

37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am 
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to 
come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

R Word of God, word of life. 
A Thanks be to God! 

The Assembly stands to greet the Good News of Jesus. 
 
Gospel John 14:1–7, 25–27 

P The Holy Gospel according to John. 
A Glory to you, O Lord! 

1Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. 2In my Father's house 
there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a 
place for you? 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to 
myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4And you know the way to the place where 
I am going." 5Thomas said to him, "Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we 
know the way?" 6Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 
the Father except through me.” 7If you know me, you will know my Father also. From now on 
you do know him and have seen him. 
25I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I 
have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
A Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Assembly is seated. 
 
Sermon 
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The Assembly stands. 

Hymn of the Day “Children of the Heavenly Father”    ELW 781 
Please sing the English verses only.      

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed 

L With the whole Church, let us profess our faith. 
A I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
  creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the virgin Mary, 
  suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
  he descended to the dead. 
  On the third day he rose again; 
  he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
  and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the holy catholic church, 
  the communion of saints, 
  the forgiveness of sins, 
  the + resurrection of the body, 
  and the life everlasting.   Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 

L Let us pray.  [A brief silence is kept.] 

L Almighty God, in holy baptism you have knit your chosen people together into one 
communion of saints in the body of Christ. Give to your whole church in heaven and on earth 
your light and your peace. God of mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L Grant that all who have been baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection may die to sin and 
rise to share the new life in Christ. God of mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L Give courage and faith to all who mourn, and a sure and certain hope in your loving care, that, 
casting all their sorrow on you, they may have strength for the days ahead. God of mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L Grant to us who are still in our pilgrimage, and who walk as yet by faith, that, where this world 
groans in grief and pain, your Holy Spirit may lead us to bear witness to your light and life. 
God of mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

L Help us, in the midst of things we cannot understand, to believe and trust in the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, and the resurrection to life everlasting. God of mercy, 

A hear our prayer. 

P God of all grace, we give you thanks because by his death our Savior Jesus Christ destroyed 
the power of death and by his resurrection he opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
Make us certain that because he lives we shall live also, and that neither death nor life, nor 
things present nor things to come, will be able to separate us from your love in Christ Jesus 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

A Amen. 

Peace 

P The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A And also with you. 

Greet one another in the peace of the Risen Christ, saying “Peace be with you,” “The peace of the Lord,” or similar words.  
If you prefer not to shake hands, you might raise your hand in a gesture of blessing 

as you speak peace to your neighbors. After the Peace, remain standing for The Great Thanksgiving. 
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Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ … 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

Dialogue     

P The Lord be with you! 
A And also with you! 
P Lift up your hearts. 
A We lift them up to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface   The Presiding Minister begins the prayer: 

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who rose from 
the dead, and in whom our hope of resurrection dawns. The sting of death has been removed 
by the glorious promise of his risen life. 

 And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy    The Assembly joins in singing: Hymnal, p. 144 
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Thanksgiving at the Table 

P We give you thanks, Father, 
through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 

  
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, 
and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering 
in order to free from suffering those who trust you. 
  
He is the one who, handed over to a death he freely accepted, 
in order to destroy death, to break the bonds of the evil one, 
to crush hell underfoot, to give light to the righteous, 
to establish his covenant, and to show forth the resurrection, 
taking bread and giving thanks to you, said: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
In the same way he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  
Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, 
we take this bread and cup, 
giving you thanks that you have made us worthy 
to stand before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 

  
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 

A  Amen. 



12 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 
A Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done 
  on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
 Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
  now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread and Invitation 

L The Lord has spread a table of rich food and sweet wine. 
 Come, be glad and rejoice in God’s salvation! 
A Thanks be to God! 
 

The Assembly is seated. 
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Communion Song “Lamb of God”    Hymnal p. 146 

 
 

Distribution of Holy Communion 

Those who wish, please come forward as the ushers direct, to receive the bread from the Pastor and wine or grape juice 
from the Assisting Minister. The glasses will be pre-poured, with the grape juice in the inner circle and wine in the outer 
circle.  Each person will take their own glass from the tray. The Assisting Minister and Pastor will remain masked during 
the distribution.  Please keep in mind proper physical distance from other worshippers in coming forward and in 
removing your mask to consume the elements. Empty glasses can be deposited in trays on the front pews. This will be a 
continuous communion, standing to receive the elements. 

P  This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
All communing may partake of the bread 

P   This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
All communing may drink of their cup. 
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Communion Hymn “Blessed Assurance”     Hymnal 638 

 
The Assembly stands when directed by the Presiding Minister. 

 
Blessing after Communion 

P May the body and blood of our + Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
 strengthen you, and keep you in his grace. 
A Amen. 
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Prayer after Communion 

L Let us pray. Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send us forth 
as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, through 
Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

A Amen. 
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Sending:  God blesses us, and sends us out in peace and hope… 
 
 
Commendation 

P Let us commend Joanne to the mercy of God, our Maker and Redeemer. 

 Into your hands, merciful God, we commend your servant, Joanne Marie. Acknowledge, we 
humbly beseech you, a sheep of your own fold, a lamb of your own flock, a sinner of your own 
redeeming. Receive her into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, 
and into the glorious company of the saints in light. 

A Amen. 

Sending Song “How Great Thou Art”   ELW 856 

 

 



17 
 

 
The Assembly stands. 

Blessing 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

A Amen. 

Dismissal 

L Let us go forth in peace. 
A Thanks be to God! 

 
Postlude  “Finale in D Minor” 
  By Eric H. Thiman 
 “Andante Semplice” 
 By Ernest Tomlinson 

You are invited to join us for a luncheon immediately following the service in Fellowship Hall. 
Fellowship Hall may be accessed through the door at the front of the Sanctuary. 
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                               We Remember the Life of Joanne Shearer 
Joanne Marie Shearer 

February 25, 1955 – May 26, 2022 

Joanne Marie Shearer (nee Larson) was born on February 25, 1955 to 
Harold Sr. and Maxine Larson. She grew up in Evanston, IL along with her 
younger brother, Harold Jr. and attended Evanston Township High 
School. Joanne went on to attend North Park College and graduated with 
a Bachelor’s of Science in Nursing in 1977. During her time at North Park, 
she met her husband Merle while playing in the concert band together. 
They were married on August 21, 1976. During their 45 years together, 
they raised two children - Erik and Kerstin. She was a proud grandmother 
to three boys all born in 2021. 

Joanne was very passionate about nursing and worked her entire career of 35 years at 
Swedish Covenant Hospital in Chicago and had many roles. She started as a bedside nurse on a 
medical-surgical unit and in the Emergency Department. She then attended Loyola University in 
Chicago to become a critical care Clinical Nurse Specialist. She graduated with a Master’s of Science 
in Nursing in 1986 and worked as a Nurse Educator. She was awarded the Division of Nursing Award 
for Outstanding Achievements in the Profession of Nursing in 1989 for her research work which was 
published in several nursing journals. Joanne went on to become the Director of the Education 
Department. 

Joanne was a faithful, lifelong member of Immanuel Lutheran Church having been baptized 
and confirmed here. She served in many ways over the years including teaching Sunday school, 
singing in the choir, ushering, and Altar Guild. She was also a part of several committees including 
Personnel, Christian Education, and the Pictorial Directory Planning committee.  Joanne helped 
organize the installation of an AED in the church and the training on its use. 

Joanne loved family vacations - train rides out to Montana as a child with her parents and 
brother, “Shearer family vacation” around the Midwest with her husband and kids (and their spouses 
in later years), and weekend getaways to Milwaukee with her husband to watch Marquette basketball 
games. She was a country music fan having seen Alan Jackson in concert too many times to count. 
She loved and supported her family unconditionally and will be greatly missed. 

Joanne was preceded in death by her parents. She is survived by her husband, Merle; by her two 
children, Erik (Amy) Shearer and Kerstin (Andrew) Litwin; by her grandchildren, Aleksander and 
Thomas Shearer and Arthur Litwin; and by her brother, Hal (Melisa) Larson.  May the Lord comfort 
those who mourn. 
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Immanuel’s Staff and Leadership 

The Rev. Mark Sloss ............................................................................................................................................................................................... Pastor 
Dana Barron ............................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation President 
Bert Mount ........................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation Vice President 
Steve Warner ............................................................................................................................................................................. Congregation Secretary 
Susan Ross ................................................................................................................................................................................ Congregation Treasurer 
Diane Keely, Michael Kloster, Lisa Larson, Jim Skelton, Grace Yarnoff .................................................................. Congregation Council Members 
Mary Ann Kearns ............................................................................................................................................................................... Financial Secretary 
Elizabeth Stegner ............................................................................................................................................................. Assistant Financial Secretary 
James Morehead .....................................................................................................................................................................................  Music Director 
Christine Kraemer .............................................................................................................................................................................................. Organist 
Laurie Stivers ..................................................................................................................................................................................... Associate Organist 
Jane Kaihatsu ................................................................................................................................................................................. Parish Administrator 

 
Immanuel Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ congregation of the  

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Metropolitan Chicago Synod.  
We’ve been worshiping God and serving the Evanston community since 1888! 
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