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Things to remember during this time 
 

 

If you do not feel well, have a cough or fever, we ask that you kindly participate from home and refrain from in-

person worship. 

 

Masks must be worn inside the building. 

 

Some things to expect:  

o You must check in with the Usher o Some pews will be closed for seating  

o The doors will be left open  

o The aisle is marked with tape at 6-foot distances  

o Hand Sanitizer will be visible at the doorway and at the center of the church  

o Masks are required of everyone who enters the building and must remain on throughout the service.  

 

 

Some things to note about our liturgy:  
o We ask that you refrain from kneeling  

o We ask that you refrain from singing  

o We ask that you keep six-foot distances and refrain from shaking hands  

o Our reader will sit and read from the Altar  

o The Eucharist will be the final act during the service, offered with the blessing on p. 399 of the BCP  

o Eucharist will be consecrated in both kinds, but only one kind (the body of Christ) will be offered and 

distributed by the Priest alone  

o Eucharist will be distributed from the center of the church (please take your belongings)  

o After receiving the Eucharist, you will leave via the 3rd Avenue Doors. (An exception will be made for those 

in need of the 95th Street Ramp.  

 

Note: Coffee hour is not yet permitted, and the Hall is unavailable at this time. Should you need to use the 

bathroom facilities, cleaning products will be available, and we kindly ask that you wipe down any surface after 

use.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lectionary for Sunday, September 27, 2020  
 

PRELUDE Voluntary in G major - John Stanley 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN (BCP p. 355)  

          All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine                         Hymnal 477 (v. 1 & 5)  

                                                                                                                                     Dina Ziemba, Cantor 

 

OPENING ACCLAMATION (BCP p. 355) 
The people standing, the Celebrant says 

  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

COLLECT FOR PURITY (BCP p. 355) 
The Celebrant may say 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 

magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

OPENING ANTHEM OR SONG OF PRAISE (BCP p. 356) 
The following is said, all standing 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

THE COLLECT OF THE DAY (BCP p. 357) 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness of your 

grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly treasure; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

The Lessons 

 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
The people sit. 

A Reading from the book of Ezekiel. 

1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, 

“The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3“As I live,” says the Lord GOD, 

“this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as well 

as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die. 

  25Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not your 

ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall 

die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the 

wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life. 28Because they 

considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they 

shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel says, ‘The way of the Lord is unfair.’ O house of Israel, are my ways 

unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 

  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways,” says the Lord GOD. 

“Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit! Why will 

you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone,” says the Lord GOD. “Turn, then, 

and live.” 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

  

PSALM: Psalm 25:1-8 
 

 1To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; 

 my God, I put my trust in you; * 

  let me not be humiliated, 

  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 

 2Let none who look to you be put to shame; * 

  let the treacherous be disappointed in their schemes. 

 3Show me your ways, O LORD, * 

  and teach me your paths. 

 4Lead me in your truth and teach me, * 

  for you are the God of my salvation; 

  in you have I trusted all the day long. 

 5Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, * 

  for they are from everlasting. 

 6Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; * 

  remember me according to your love 

  and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 

 7Gracious and upright is the LORD; * 

  therefore he teaches sinners in his way. 

 8He guides the humble in doing right * 

  and teaches his way to the lowly. 



SECOND READING: Philippians 2:1-13 
The people continue sitting. 

A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Philippi. 

1If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 

compassion and sympathy, 2make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in full 

accord and of one mind. 3Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as better 

than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 5Let the same 

mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 

 6who, though he was in the form of God, 

  did not regard equality with God 

  as something to be exploited, 

 7but emptied himself, 

  taking the form of a slave, 

  being born in human likeness. 

 And being found in human form, 

  8he humbled himself 

  and became obedient to the point of death— 

  even death on a cross. 

 9Therefore God also highly exalted him 

  and gave him the name 

  that is above every name, 

 10so that at the name of Jesus 

  every knee should bend, 

  in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

 11and every tongue should confess 

  that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

  to the glory of God the Father. 

 

  12Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much more now 

in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who is at work in you, 

enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

 

Reader The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

SEQUENCE HYMN (BCP p. 357)          At the Name of Jesus                      Hymnal 435 (v. 1 & 4)     

                                                                                                                                     Dina Ziemba, Cantor 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 
All stand. 

Priest The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

  

23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was teaching, 

and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, 

“I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do these 

things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?” And they argued with one 

another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of 

human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do 



not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 

  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard 

today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and 

said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?” 

They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into 

the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe 

him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your 

minds and believe him.” 

  

Priest The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

THE SERMON (BCP p. 358)    The Rev. Allison Burns-LaGreca 
 

THE CREED (BCP p. 358) 
All stand. 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 



 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE (BCP p. 359) 
All remain standing. 

In turning to the ways of God our lives are saved from the grip of the Evil One, and the humility of love lightens 

our path. We offer our prayers, responding, “Lord, hear our prayer.” 

 

For the grace to move from grumbling to shared responsibility, from accusation to a search for truth, from 

humiliation and shame to God’s compassion and mercy; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may bear witness to the wonderful works of God, so that our children and the generations to come may 

walk in the path of faith and announce the mystery of faith through their lives; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

That we may bend the knee of our hearts to those who live in despair and great need, knowing that they are 

Christ to us, a gift of the Holy Spirit who fills us with compassion, and transforms the way we live; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those who work at night, staying awake while others sleep, guarding our streets, and healing the sick, that 

they may labor in safety and receive the rest that prepares them for another round; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For our President, his/her advisors, the members of Congress and the Supreme Court, that they may be honest 

and vigilant in their duties, knowing that their decisions affect the peoples of our land, and of the nations of the 

world; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For those who have died and now reside on another shore and in a greater light, that their faith may inspire our 

own, and their generosity encourage the way in which we use our gifts; let us pray. 

Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

Let us continue our prayers for all who live in the shadows of life, and those who have commended themselves 

for our remembrance. 

(Special intentions of the congregation here.) 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

O Lord our God, accept the fervent prayers of your people; in the multitude of your mercies, look with 

compassion upon us and all who turn to you for help; for you are gracious, O’lover of souls, and to you we give 

glory, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359) 
  

Celebrant says 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Minister and People 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, 



by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

The Priest says 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all 

goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

 

THE PEACE (BCP p. 360) 
All stand. 

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People And also with you. 

Then the Ministers and the People may greet one another in the name of the Lord. 

Announcements     Please be seated. 

For an Anniversary 

O God, You have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between 

Christ and his Church; Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and 

cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of 

blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and for ever. Amen 

 

Drs. Richard Weiss & Sandra Harmon-Weiss 

 

   

For a Birthday 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servant N. as he begins another year. 

Grant that he may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen his trust in your goodness all the days of his life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Fred Maiden, Jr., Mary Vavrek, Jennette Ziemba, Janice Barna 

 

The Holy Communion 

 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE (BCP p. 376) 
The Celebrant says 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. Psalm 50:14 

 



VOLUNTARY Louré - Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

SURSUM CORDA (BCP p. 361) 
The People remain standing. 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

PROPER PREFACE (BCP p. 361) 
Facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, Creator of 

heaven and earth. 

For you are the source of light and life; you made us in your image, and called us to new life in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

SANCTUS (BCP p. 362) 
Celebrant and People 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION (BCP p. 362) 
The Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin and 

become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our 

human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for 

the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 

given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

 

EPICLESIS (BCP p. 363) 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 

drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and 

serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 

eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 

all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (BCP p. 363) 
As our Savior Christ has taught us, we now pray, 

People and Celebrant 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your Name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

 

FRACTION ANTHEM (BCP p. 364) 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 



INVITATION (BCP p. 364) 
The Celebrant says 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in 

your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

Gracious God, we give you praise and thanks for this Holy Communion of the Body and Blood of your beloved 

Son Jesus Christ, the pledge of our redemption; and we pray that it may bring us forgiveness of our sins, 

strength in our weakness, and everlasting salvation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING 

 

Life is short and we have too little time to gladden the hearts of those who travel the way with us. So, be swift 

to love and make haste to be kind….and may the blessing of God Almighty, Father, Son and Holy Spirit be with 

you now and always. 

  

Distribution of Communion  
 

(We come to the table not just as individuals but as a community. By sharing in the bread, Christ makes us one 

with him and with each other. All are welcome to the Table of our Lord.) 

 

The Body of our Lord Jesus Christ keep you in everlasting life. [Amen.] 

 

Communion Voluntary  Pastorale - Charles Wesley 

 

(Please exit out the Third Avenue Doors unless you are in need of the Ramp) 

 

Reader:  Cheryl Barton and Lawrence Schmidt 

Greeter/Usher:  William Haines 

 

 

Upcoming Dates to note: 

St. Mary's  

October 4th - Blessing of the Animals 

November 1st- All Saints Day 

November 2nd-6th - Mother Allison will be away 

November 14th – 11 am-2 pm “Get Their Name” Church Growth Leadership Retreat via ZOOM 

December 2nd, 9th 16th, 23rd  - Advent Formation: Adam Hamilton: The Incarnation – via ZOOM Learning 

December 20th, 6:30pm - "Blue Christmas" A time to heal and remember 

 

Morning Prayer Tuesday-Friday 8:30 am via Zoom 

Compline Tuesday-Friday 8:00 pm via Facebook  

 



Diocese  

Pre-Convention Hearings: 

Choose one: 

Mon. October 26th – 1:00 pm or 7:00 pm via ZOOM 

Thursday, October 29th – 7:00 pm via ZOOM 

Convention: 

November 13th via Zoom 

 


