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THOUGHTS FROM BRIAN 

Advent Waiting 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for 

another?”  -Matthew 11:3 

 

From prison, John the Baptist, sent word through his 

followers to Jesus. “Are you the one who is to come, or 

are we to wait for another?” John knew the messiah was 

coming into the world. This Jesus lived out compassion 

and righteousness like none other John had seen. Surely 

Jesus was the one? Even at the end of his life, John 

longed for the promised one, the long-awaited one, the 

messiah. 

 

We have moved into the season of Advent with barely a 

word of notice. Our post pandemic days have blurred 

into one another as we continue to find our way - a new 

way - as God’s people together. We await our savior. We 

await with joyful and much needed anticipation the incar-

nation of Jesus in our lives, in our Advent waiting, in our 

hope for future days.  God, Emmanuel, is with us yester-

day, today, and forever. We cry out from our own pris-

ons of fear, fatigue, and fickle faith, “Are you the one 

who is to come?” We wait for you, O God. Come, Lord 

Jesus. 

 

December marks the season of Advent, the beginning of 

the new church year in the liturgical calendar of our faith. 

Advent is a time of preparation, anticipation, and longing 

for the coming of the Christ Child. Advent is a time to 

prepare our hearts for a new beginning. A beginning 

again. The word Advent comes from the Latin word 

“adventus” meaning “arriving.” 

 

The colors of Advent are blue or purple depending up-

on your church tradition. The color purple represents 

repentance and fasting. The color blue represents hope. 

We need both repentance and hope. In Advent we pre-

pare ourselves for the coming of Christ through repent-

ance with hope that the Messiah will indeed come to re-

deem us. Advent tells us to slow down and wait while our 

world around us tells us to get going and get shopping. 

This is the struggle of our hearts and this Advent season - 

to wait for God. To be still and wait. To prepare our 

hearts for God. 

WORDS FROM KELLEY 

Advent is a season to remember ancient promises 

and their fulfilment. The story of the saving purpos-

es of God does not begin in Bethlehem, but in 

Eden, or at least a little to the East of it. All the rest 

of scripture is a continuous narrative about God’s 

redemption, correction, and transformation of hu-

man beings that stretches across sixty-six books and 

over a thousand years of composition. Both Testa-

ments speak to the steadfast love of God who will 

not let us go. 

Over the next two years, we will be examining those 

saving purposes of God in some detail in our wor-

ship. Rather than jump around in scripture every 

Sunday, we will be progressing chronologically 

through the major themes of the Old Testament in 

2022 and the New in 2023. In doing so, we hope to 

reveal something of how the relationship between 

God and humanity evolves. That relationship re-

sponds to changes in history and changes in God, 

requiring both God and humanity to innovate and 

grow. 

Sitting on the edge of Bethlehem, the great Judean 

Desert beckons. Out there in the wilderness, God 

will forge a people into a nation and in due time, a 

world into a people. That is the story we will be con-

sidering from its beginning to, if not its conclusion, 

then at least to our part in it.   

With the incarnation of God in Jesus Christ, we are 

all now a part of that story. As we study it, we discov-

er not only who God is, but who we are as well.  
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WORSHIP  ONLINE MINISTRIES 

In-person Casual Service 8:30am  

Traditional Service 10:30am  

All worship offerings will be live-streamed 

 online beginning at 10:15am.  

Visit www.fairmontchurch.org/worship-videos for 

links to all past and upcoming live streams. 

Connections: Wednesdays, 7:00pm 

Zoom Meeting Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/84170790852 

Zoom Meeting ID: 841 7079 0852 

 

Bible Study:  Thursdays, 7:30pm 

Zoom Meeting Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/86422990477 

Zoom Meeting ID:  864 2299 0477  

 

Theology on Tap:  1st & 3rd Fridays, 5:00pm 

Zoom Meeting Link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/89247878247 

Zoom Meeting ID:  892 4787 8247 

December 5th: 2nd Sunday of Advent/Communion   

                  Lesson: Luke 21:25-35    

                  Sermon: In Need of a Bigger Promise  

 

December 12th: 3rd Sunday of Advent/Single Service                

                  Special Music Sunday 

 

December 19th: 4th Sunday of Advent 

                  Lesson: Micah 5:2-5 

                  Sermon: One of Peace (8:30am) 

                  Children’s Christmas Pageant  (10:30am) 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services  

 

4:30 P.M.  Children’s and Family Worship 

 

7:30 P.M.  Traditional Christmas Eve Worship 

                  Lesson: Luke 2:1-20  

                  Sermon: A Song in the Night  

 

December 26th: 1st Sunday of Christmas/Single Service 

                  Lesson: Isaiah 11:1-10  

                  Sermon: Emmanuel of Christmas Past  

 

January 2nd: 2nd Sunday of Christmas/Communion  

             Lesson: Genesis 1 

             Sermon: Boundaries, Complexity, and Cos-       

                            mological Inflation 

 

January 9th: Baptism of the Lord 

             Lesson: Genesis 2 

             Sermon: The Peaceable Kingdom 

 

January 16th: 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

             Lesson: Genesis 3 

             Sermon: The Problem with Free Will 

 

January 23rd: 3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

             Lesson: Genesis 6 

             Sermon: Do-Overs and New Foundations 

 

January 30th: 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

             Lesson: Genesis 11 

             Sermon: Bigger Isn’t Better 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  
Sunday December 12th immediately following worship. 

 

Join us for a congregational meeting on December 12 after 

our single service of worship to consider two proposed ac-

tions.  First, we will consider proposed changes to the pas-

tors’ terms of call to increase their compensation by 4% to 

reflect inflationary wage and price increases.  Second, we 

will consider the motion by the Finance Team, Trustees, 

and Session to disburse $209,419 from the Endowment 

Fund to pay off all current debts and obligations incurred to 

maintain the building. 

PRESBYTERIANISM AND MODERN  

CHALLENGES FILM  

DISCUSSION  
 

The Christian Formation Team will be presenting quarterly 

online (Zoom) film presentations and discussion focused on 

a variety of themes around Presbyterianism and Modern 

Challenges. Our January theme will be focused on Sexuali-

ty. 
 

Our next Zoom film presentation and discussion will be on 

Friday, January 21, 2022, at 8:00 p.m. This time slot allows 

parents to get their children to bed and participate in adult 

conversations!  
 

Mark your calendars for our January Film Presentation and 

Discussion:  

DATE: Friday, January 21, 2022 

TIME: 8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

FILM: “What Does It Mean to Be Transgender: 

            Moving Beyond Bathroom Bills and Into the Lives     

            of Real People” by Rev. Dr. Paula Stone Williams 

Watch for the Zoom link in the weekly Beside Still Waters 
and Fridays from Fairmont emails, and Fairmont’s January 

worship bulletins or contact Pastor Kelley at 

kshin@fairmontchurch.org. 

http://www.fairmontchurch.org/worship-videos
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84170790852
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84170790852
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86422990477
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86422990477
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89247878247
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89247878247
mailto:kshin@fairmontchurch.org
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FAIRMONT YOUTH MINISTRY 

JANUARY CONNECTIONS 

DECEMBER CONNECTIONS 

(Grades 6th -12th) 

Sundays, 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

 

Fairmont Youth Ministry will meet on Sundays in-person 

from 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. (unless otherwise noted in 

bold print). There will be bible study, games, activities, and 

lunch!  

 

All youth and adults will be wearing masks. All adult staff 

and volunteers are fully vaccinated. 

 

DECEMBER YOUTH SCHEDULE 

 

December 5  Incarnation: Lunch, Bible Study, Games 

December 12  Incarnation: Lunch, Faith Through   

                        Art, and Games  

December 19  Fairmont Family Christmas Event &  

                        Youth Christmas Party 

December 26  CHRISTMAS: NO YOUTH  

 

JANUARY YOUTH SCHEDULE 

 

January 2   NEW YEARS: NO YOUTH 

January 9   Worship: Lunch, Bible Study, and Games 

January 16  Worship: Lunch, Faith Through Art, and  

                   Games  

January 23  Worship: Lunch, Mission & Service, Games 

January 30  Lunch and Youth Fun Day!  

 

JANUARY CONNECTIONS 

 

Wednesdays in January 2022 

Faith Practices for a New Year 
 

For the month of January in the new year, on 

Wednesday nights at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, we will be 

looking at Faith Practices for a New Year. We will 

watch a short video on simple practices of faith, 

look at scripture and how it speaks to these practic-

es, and share our own stories of faith practices. We 

will be using the Animate Video curriculum from 

Sparkhouse. You can find the Zoom link in Fair-

mont’s weekly emails, Beside Still Waters and Fri-
days from Fairmont, or in the weekly worship bulle-

tins.  Let’s start the new year together. 

 

January 5:  Sacraments: A tapestry of Traditions by    

                  Phyllis Tickle 

January 12:  Food: Eating with Jesus by Sara Miles 

January 19:  Prayer: Oriented Toward God by  

                    Brian McLaren 

January 26:  Community: An Unexpected Family by      

                    Doug Pagitt  

 

The Bits the Bible Left Out 

 

This December, on Wednesday nights at 7:00 

p.m. on Zoom, we will be looking at how the 

Bible was put together and especially at what 

did not make it in.  We will consider the pro-

cess of creating both the Old and New Testa-

ment Canons and those collections of literature 

that were either not included or ignored. 

 

December 1  Writings of the Apostolic Fathers 

December 8  Other Gospels 

December 15  The Other Books that didn’t    

                        make it in. 

December 22  The Closing of the Canon 

December 29  NO CONNECTIONS 

In-Person Sunday School Has Returned!   

Sunday School will be offered during 10:30 worship after the 

Time with Children for ages 4 - grade 5.   

Parents, please collect your children promptly after worship.  

Zoom Sunday School will continue at 12pm Sundays!   

 

Nursery Has Returned! 

We are so excited to welcome Amy Salley, our new nursery 

provider! 

As a reminder, only children birth - 3 years old may stay in 

the nursery for the safety of our youngest.  

Nursery will be provided from 8am-12pm. Please remember 

to collect your children promptly after worship!  

 

Children's Christmas Pageant 

December 19th during 10:30 worship, our children will be in

-person presenting their annual Christmas Pageant about the 

birth of Christ!  

All children grade 5 and below are invited to participate. A 

short rehearsal will be held Saturday, December 18th at 

10:00am. 

More information for parents in Kidz Korner emails.  

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
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STEWARDSHIP SEASON 2021 

The rest of the story.... 

During this stewardship season, as Treasurer of this re-

markable community of Christians, I would like to com-

ment on our financial status.  

We are coming out of the pandemic as strong as ever. Our 

pledges have remained constant, and I see no reason to 

expect any contraction in our new pledges. As most of you 

know, our pledges support our wonderful staff, our excel-

lent programs, and the mundane day-to-day expenses to 

keep our doors open. 

What some of you may not have an appreciation for is the 

Fairmont Endowment Fund. This fund was started in 1976 

with a modest sum that reached $600,000 in gifts by 1997. 

During the 45 years of financial management, this fund has 

taken care of all major maintenance items. Additional gifts 

to the endowment have totaled more than $1,000,000. To-

tal disbursements from this fund have totaled over 

$2,000,000. As of the end of October the Total Endow-

ment has $2,383,795. What a wonderful blessing we have.  

Dave Youngerman, Treasurer 

Trustee - Finance and Endowment Team 

 

What is Per Capita and why is it $52.23? The Presbyterian 

Church is a connectional church. That means that we share 

in mutual ministry and accountability with and for each 

other. One of the ways we do that is by sharing in the cost 

of the denomination. This is done through individual as-

sessments based on the number of members in each 

church. These assessments, called “per capita,” are manda-

tory and are used to support the work of the General As-

sembly and the Synod. Those funds are obtained either 

from our general Fairmont revenues or from special offer-

ings of individuals who wish to pay their share individually. 

The total per member assessment for 2020 is $52.23. That 

is the cost of being a member of the Presbyterian Church 

(U.S.A.) denomination as opposed to the local congrega-

tion. If you would like to directly pay your share of our 

commitment to the greater church, the amount per mem-

ber is $52.23.   

 

Thank You! Thank you for your generous financial sup-

port throughout 2021.  Because of your generosity we have 

been able to grow our ministries and outreach, especially 

through live streaming.  We have returned to live worship 

and programs.  We have refurbished our elevator and 

made huge strides in improving our church’s technolo-

gy.  All of it depends on your generous support.  You are 

making Fairmont a great and thriving house of faith.   

 

Progress in the 2022 financial stewardship campaign is en-

couraging as of mid-November, and we are closing in on 

our goal of fully funding our proposed budget of $675,365. 

The ultimate success of our 2022 Stewardship campaign 

depends on you. If you have already pledged for 2022 we 

sincerely thank you. If you have not yet done so, please  → 

 Free Money: Taxpayers over 70 1/2 years of age with 

an IRA or a 401K/403B accounts may transfer with-

drawals (up to $100,000 per year) directly to Fairmont 

Presbyterian Church or other “qualified charitable or-

ganizations” and not pay tax on the distribution.  Retire-

ment savings accounts of various sorts require individu-

als over 72 to annually make required minimum distri-

butions or face significant tax penalties.  Those distribu-

tions are then added to your taxable income, often 

boosting your tax bracket.  But, if you direct those dis-

tributions in whole or in part to Fairmont or other char-

ities, those funds do not count as taxable income.  This 

transfer method can save you significant tax dollars.  As 

always, consult with qualified advisors to help with tax 

planning, but using qualified charitable distributions 

may be a tax efficient way for you to support Fair-

mont!  All such qualified.  

During the Christmas season, Sunday worship will 

have special music during both services. Vicki and 

Coleman have been working with our chancel 

choir, bell players, praise band, soloists, and musi-

cians on wonderful music for the Christmas sea-

son. The Christmas tree in the Sanctuary is beauti-

fully decorated with ornaments that are Christian 

symbols called “Chrismons”. Some Christian sym-

bols used are crosses, fish, stars, crowns, shep-

herd’s staff, doves, and candles. The colors used 

for the ornaments are white and gold. Please take 

an extra look at these meaningful ornaments. You 

can find directions on the internet on how to make 

your own Chrismons for your Christmas tree at 

home. A beautiful, new Christmas tree has been 

purchased for Fellowship Hall to help make the 

8:30 service special. Loralei has been working with 

the children on a Christmas pageant for December 

19th. Brian and Kelley will be giving meaningful 

sermons during this Christmas season. We are 

thankful to have Christmas Eve services inside our 

church this year. Blessings to you during this 

Christmas season! 

WORSHIP 

pledge some amount to the mission of Fairmont. God 

has a plan for Fairmont and we hope that you will 

pledge to help achieve it with your financial support!   

 

A Different Kind of Gift? - In support of global out-

reach, you could consider a gift through Presbyterian 

Mission’s Giving Catalogue. You may donate to any of 

40 different projects worldwide. Catalogs are available 

on the Mission information table. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WOMEN OF FAIRMONT 

JEREMIAH’S LETTER CHRISTMAS 

Cookie Walk 

The annual Women of Fairmont Cookie Walk is 

fast approaching on December 12th, following the 

single service.  Be sure to save the date!  Everyone is 

invited to bake and donate cookies and candy for 

the Cookie Walk.  For cookie and candy donations, 

the sign-up sheet is posted in the Fellowship Hall, or 

you may sign up on the Fellowship Pad.  You may 

also email your intent to donate cookies or candy to 

Cindy Cavey.  The email address is cca-

vey@roadrunner.com, or you may text her at 937-

245-1787.  Cookies and candies can be delivered to 

the Fellowship Hall on Friday, December 10 be-

tween 9:00 am and 3:00 pm or Saturday, December 

11 between 9:00 and 11:00 am.  Then join us on 

December 12th to purchase cookies for the benefit of 

the Women of Fairmont mission projects.  We look 

forward to seeing you at this festive and fun Christ-

mas gathering!  

BUILDING & GROUNDS 

From the Building and Grounds Team: Now that fall 

weather is here and winter weather is coming, please 

be careful when walking in the parking lots—they do 

get slick when wet! 

Winter Weather Reminder: Fairmont Presbyterian 

Church programs, including preschool, are cancelled 

and the church office will be closed on days when the 

Kettering City Schools are closed (not merely de-

layed) for weather reasons. As always, please use 

common sense and do not drive if you feel the condi-

tions are unsafe.   

FOURTH FRIDAY PIZZA GATHERING  

Fairmont Fourth Friday Pizza Gathering will not be 

meeting in December due to Christmas. We will meet 

again in the new year on January 28, 2022, hopefully in-

person. Watch for an email from Pastor Kelley with 

reminders for upcoming meetings. 

 

FAIRMONT WOMEN’S RETREAT Save the Date! 
Mark your calendars for the twice rescheduled (due to 

COVID) Women’s Retreat at Hueston Woods on 

March 18 & 19, 2022!  

 

THEME:  Listening to Sacred Voices 

LEADERS:  Rev. Kelley W. Shin & Rev. Dr. Lisa  

                     M. Hess    

TIME:  Friday, March 18, 5:00 p.m. to Saturday,  

             March 19, 3:00 p.m. 

PLACE:  Hueston Woods Lodge & Conference  

                Center 

Fairmont Women! Join us for a time of spiritual, physi-

cal, and emotional renewal at Fairmont’s overnight 

Women’s Retreat. There will be time for small and 

large group sessions, worship, hikes, meditation and 

prayer, fellowship, food, and fun!  Registration begins 

February 2022.  

 

FAIRMONT FAMILY HIKES    

January 8, 2022 

Pastor Kelley will be leading quarterly hikes for our 

Fairmont church family! Come enjoy the beauty of out-

doors, get some exercise, and be with church friends. 

All ages welcome! The first mile of each hike will be 

family-friendly for children and beginner hikers. Then 

all who want a more vigorous (moderate) hike may con-

tinue with another mile or two of hiking at a faster pace.  

For our January Hike at Hills & Dales Metropark 

(White Oak Camp Entrance) please arrive by 10:45 

a.m. so that we will begin our hike by 11:00 a.m. The 

White Oak Camp entrance to Hills & Dales Metropark 

has playground and picnic areas if families want to pack 

a lunch for a picnic following the 1-mile beginner hike. 

Remember to dress according to the weather.  

January Winter Hike 

DATE: Saturday, January 8th (rain date January 22) 

TIME: 11:00 a.m. 

PLACE: Hills & Dales Metropark, White Oak Camp 

Entrance 2606 Hilton Drive, Kettering, Ohio 45409 

Mark your calendar for upcoming hiking dates: 

January 2022:   January 8
th
 

April 2022:  April 9
th
 

July 2022:  July 16
th
 

      

Jeremiah's Letter Christmas!   

Once again, due to Covid challenges, we will not be 

shopping this year for the Jeremiah’s Letter mission 

project. However, through our Mission Team local 

mission budget we will provide gift cards to the fami-

lies we have supported in previous years. We know 

you miss the hands-on opportunity to shop for fami-

lies in need but we pray that next year we will have 

this opportunity again. Mission Team members will 

be delivering gift cards to families’ homes the week 

of December 13th, including gift cards for groceries. 

Thank you for your support of Fairmont’s Mission 

work through your pledges and giving.  

mailto:ccavey@roadrunner.com
mailto:ccavey@roadrunner.com
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 Fairmont Presbyterian Church              Website: www.fairmontchurch.org          

3705 Far Hills Avenue    Facebook: Fairmont Presbyterian Church - Kettering, OH  

Dayton, OH 45429                                                      Twitter: @FairmontChurch 

937-299-3539                                            Instagram: fairmontpresbyterianchurch 

                             

     

STAFF 
Pastor/Head of Staff: Brian Maguire                                      Preschool Director: Amber Reshad 

Associate Pastor: Kelley Wehmeyer Shin                               Preschool Teacher: Taryn Boyer  

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Loralei Harding                         Preschool Aide: Danielle Kern           

Director of Music Ministries: Vicki Ramga         Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Mason 

Organist: Judy Bede                 Bookkeeper: Martha Keil 

Praise & Worship Leader: Coleman Clark                                Custodian: Louis Weyrauch  

                             

                                                               DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT CALL 

The deadline for the February Call is Friday, January 21, 2022. 

Please submit articles to: jmason@fairmontchurch.org. 

DECEMBER/JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

Bob Ross 

Len Cohen 

Brenda Anderson 

Anna Glueckert 

Avery Glueckert 

Jean Sherwood 

William Lewis V 

James Poindexter 

Michael Harvey 

Patricia Rain 

Steven Karmele 

Rebecca Wells 

Jane Hamilton 

David Diller 

Sandrena Gillaspy 

Nina Kanis 

12/01 

12/03 

12/04 

12/05 

12/05 

12/05 

12/06 

12/06 

12/05 

12/09 

12/11 

12/11 

12/12 

12/15 

12/17 

12/17 

Steve Bergstresser 

Callie Johnson 

Warren Tripp 

Melissa Hohler 

Karen Sensel 

Patrick Kanis 

Carol Lamberger 

William Lowry 

Ryan Greene 

Katie Taylor 

Caden Fromm 

Joyce Routzohn 

Cheryl Lamb 

Jack Shahan 

Alice Penny 

Don Hibbard 

12/20 

12/20 

12/22 

12/23 

12/24 

12/25 

12/25 

12/25 

12/26 

12/26 

12/28 

12/28 

12/29 

12/29 

12/30 

12/31 

Anne Venable 

Kimberly Gunlock 

Pete Shafer 

William Miller III 

Thomas Adam 

Marilyn Edwards 

Alix Jordan 

Joanie Caulley 

Susan Calvin 

David Bowden 

Ruth Templeton 

Debra Foote 

Katy Yoder 

Frank Sensel 

Judy Bede 

Susan Dohner 

01/01 

01/02 

01/02 

01/05 

01/06 

01/08 

01/08 

01/09 

01/13 

01/14 

01/15 

01/16 

01/18 

01/20 

01/22 

01/24 

Robin Stevens 

Mert Crichton 

Thomas Venable 

Glenn Stevens 

Owen Gill 

John Ellis 

Ophelia Athmer 

01/24 

01/25 

01/25 

01/26 

01/27 

01/30 

01/31 


