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                      FAIRMONT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
                Order of Service for the Worship of God 

  
Fairmont Presbyterian Church nurtures and guides people to live inspired lives. 
                                                                               

August 8, 2021 
10:30am 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
______________________________________________________________________ 

 
Welcome and Announcements                                                                Rev. Brian Maguire   
  
Prelude                                                            In The Garden                                                      C. Austin Miles 
                                              
Call to Worship (Psalm 130) 
        Leader:        I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, and in the Word of God I hope; 
        People:       My soul waits for the Lord more than those who watch for the morning, more 
                            than those who watch for the morning. 
        Leader:        O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
        People:       For with the Lord there is steadfast love and great power to redeem. 
        Leader:        Our God will redeem Israel from all its iniquities.  Come let us worship our redeemer. 
 
Hymn 182                                           I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say                                                 Kingsfold 
 
1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Come unto me and rest; 
lay down, O weary one, lay down 
your head upon my breast.” 
I came to Jesus as I was, 
so weary, worn, and sad; 
I found him in a resting place, 
and he has made me glad. 
 
2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“Behold, I freely give 
the living water, thirsty one; 
stoop down and drink and live.” 
I came to Jesus, and I drank 
of that life-giving stream; 
my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 
and now I live in him. 
 
3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 
“I am this dark world’s light; 
look unto me, your morn shall rise, 
and all your day be bright.” 
I looked to Jesus, and I found 



in him my star, my sun; 
and in that light of life I’ll walk 
till traveling days are done.  
 
Prayer of Confession (in unison)                                                                                           
        Holy one, you alone are the light of the world dispelling the deep darkness and revealing    
        truth. But we choose to hide in the shadows. We prefer to remain blinded by sin, refusing to  
        see the truth of our world. We are in bondage and cannot free ourselves.  Forgive us our  
        blindness, forgive us our ignorance, forgive our sin. Open our eyes to your Kingdom unfold- 
        ing all around us so that we may walk in your ways. Teach us to share your illumination 
        with this dark world that all might see and behold your love...(silent prayer)...Amen. 
     
Assurance of Pardon 
 
Congregational Response #581     Glory Be to the Father                                                  Gloria Patri                                                                                                           

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, amen. 

 
Passing of Christ’s Peace   

We ask you to remain in place and share Christ’s peace through your words and your eyes, not 
your hands and hugs. 

  
        Leader:        The peace of Christ be with you. 
        People:       And also with you. 
 
Time with Our Children                                                                                                           Loralei Harding                                                                                                                

          Children will remain seated in the pews for the Children’s Time. 
After the Time with Children, children ages 3 - 5th grade may leave for their Sunday School classes.  

Children will be directed to the appropriate class in the Sunday School wing. 
  
Anthem                                              Praise God for This Holy Ground                                           John L. Bell 
                                                                   Brench Boden, soloist 
    
Prayer for Illumination  
 
Scripture Reading                                                                                                                    Mark 10:17-31 
  
     As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him, ‘Good 
Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?’  Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call me good?  No one is 
good but God alone. You know the commandments: “You shall not murder; you shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not steal; you shall not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; Honor your father and 
mother.”’  He said to him, ‘Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.’ Jesus, looking at him, loved him 
and said, ‘You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, 
for he had many possessions. 
  



     Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, ‘How hard it will be for those who have wealth to 
enter the kingdom of God!’ And the disciples were perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, 
‘Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of God!  It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’  They were greatly astounded and said 
to one another, ‘Then who can be saved?’  Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but 
not for God; for God all things are possible.’ 
  
        Leader:        The Word of the Lord. 
        People:        Thanks be to God. 
      
Sermon                                                           The Beloved One                                       Rev. Brian Maguire                        
                           
Hymn 697                                                           Take My Life                                                               Hendon 
 
1 Take my life and let it be 
consecrated, Lord, to thee; 
take my moments and my days; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise; 
let them flow in ceaseless praise. 
 
2 Take my hands and let them move 
at the impulse of thy love; 
take my feet and let them be 
swift and beautiful for thee, 
swift and beautiful for thee. 
 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 
always, only, for my King; 
take my lips and let them be 
filled with messages from thee, 
filled with messages from thee. 
 
4 Take my sliver and my gold; 
not a mite would I withhold; 
take my intellect and use 
every power as thou shalt choose, 
every power as thou shalt choose. 
 
5 Take my will and make it thine; 
it shall be no longer mine. 
Take my heart, it is thine own; 
it shall be thy royal throne, 
it shall be thy royal throne. 
 
6 Take my love; my Lord, I pour 
at thy feet its treasure store; 
take myself and I will be 



ever, only, all for thee, 
ever, only, all for thee.  
 
Affirmation of Faith                                     The Apostles’ Creed                               
        I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his    
        only son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary,   
        suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the   
        third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right     
        hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the    
        dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the   
        forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Pastoral Prayer (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer) 
        Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done,     
        on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we     
        forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is    
        the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
Doxology Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below; 

  Praise God above, Ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
       
Invitation and Prayer of Discipleship 
 
Hymn 726                                          Will You Come and Follow Me                                                Kelvingrove 
 
1 “Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 
Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown; will you let my name be known; 
will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?” 
 
2 “Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare? 
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?” 
 
3 “Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 
Will you set the prisoners free and never be the same? 
Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen, 
and admit to what I mean in you and you in me?” 
 
4 “Will you love the ‘you’ you hide if I but call your name? 
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 
Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around, 
through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?” 
 
5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 



In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show. 
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.  
 
Charge and Benediction 
     
Postlude                                                           He Is Exalted                                                           Mark Hayes                                                                                            
                                                    

Music and words are used with permission of CCLI License #930368 
 

                                                                  Within the Fellowship 
 
For prayer concerns or if you would like to be part of the Email Prayer Chain Team, please contact:  
Rev. Kelley Shin at kshin@fairmontchurch.org. 
 
For emergencies, contact Rev. Brian Maguire at (937) 269-2864 or Rev. Kelley Shin at (937) 751-0752. 

 
Announcements 

 
There will be no Thursday Evening Bible Study this week August 12, 2021. Pastor Brian and Kelley will 
be hosting a Preaching Seminar. 
 
Volunteer Teachers Needed: 
With Sunday School restarting, we have a need for teachers! Curriculum and resources are provided ahead 
of time and are easy to implement.  
 
The more volunteers we have, the less of a time commitment! Currently, we’re aiming for one class per 
month for each teacher with a possibility of being less frequent. We are happy to work around your 
availability! 
  
If you (or you and your spouse together) would like to volunteer, please call/text/email Loralei Harding at 
lharding@fairmontchurch.org or 513-207-3936. 
 
Sunday, August 15th for Children, Youth, and their Families: Back to School Bash at 5:00 p.m. in 
Fellowship Hall. Join us as we say goodbye to summer and hello to the beginning of a new school year! An 
allergy safe dinner will be provided. Come for an evening of food, crafts, and games. 
  
Music fun with Acoustic Grace! 
Starting after the first service on August 15, we will be resuming our monthly Jam Session. On the 3rd 
Sunday of each month, we will gather in Fellowship Hall to play acoustic instruments and sing. We have a 
songbook but welcome new songs. Everyone is invited to sing along or just to listen!   
  
Monitors: We are currently looking for those who may be interested in monitoring some of our evening 
meetings and Sunday mornings. If you are 16 and above and have interest in this employment, please call 
or email Jennifer at the church office at (937) 299-3539 or jmason@fairmontchurch.org  
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BRIAN’S NERDY SERMON NOTES 
                                           
So, what about that camel?  

The Greek word for camel, is essentially the same as in English, Kamelon.  Some ancient 
manuscripts substitute a different but very similar word, Kamilon, which means a ship’s cable.  A 
cable is the very heavy rope, usually four or more inches in diameter, that hauls up the anchor.  It 
would have been very easy for a scribe to accidentally substitute the one word for the other.  Either 
way it would have been very difficult to squeeze either one through the eye of a needle.  Camels 
(we are talking about Dromedary camels, i.e. the one hump variety) were the largest indigenous 
animal in the Holy Land.  All camels in Israel today are domesticated.  Incidentally, camels were 
only introduced into the Middle East around 930 BC, centuries after the end of the Bronze age, 
thousands of years after the Pyramids and the earliest Mesopotamian civilizations, and even 
centuries after any possible date for the Exodus.    

So there has never been a gate into Jerusalem called the Eye of the Needle? 

As far as we can tell, and we can tell a lot, no.   

What exactly does Jesus mean by eternal life?  

That is a good question.  Zoe Aionion, literally means, life of the age.  Zoe is Greek for life and 
Aeon (or eon in English pronunciation) is an age.  That raises the immediate question, which age?  
In Jewish apocalyptic writing, time is usually divided between this present age that is profoundly 
messed up and the age to come when God will straighten everything out.  Hence, life of the age is 
referring to the kind of life lived in God’s Kingdom when God’s rule and reign are manifest 
throughout creation.  We usually translate the term into English as “eternal life” but the term is not 
connoting the duration of such a life so much as its quality, namely lived according to the patterns 
and expectations of God’s reign.  

In verse 18 Jesus says no one is good except God.  Isn’t Jesus God and therefore also 
good?  

Verse 18 appears to be an allusion to the Shema, the central confession of Judaism: Hear O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” (Deuteronomy 6:4).  Jesus here appears to be both strictly 
orthodox in his very Jewish confession and also identifying himself with humanity in our alienation 
from the only truly good being, God.  That identification pretty well sums up the whole of the 
incarnation.  

In verse 19, Jesus says, “do not defraud.”  Is that one of the Ten Commandments?  

Not exactly.  Jesus appears to add a commandment to not defraud.  Jesus is rattling off the 

commandments from the second tablet relating to human relationships.  Where one would expect 
him to say, “do not covet,” he says, “do not defraud.”  Specifically, he tells them not to apostereses, 
which means to take something away from another illegitimately.  This is actually in line with 



certain later Jewish traditions recorded in the Mishnah holding that the prohibition on coveting does 
not merely enjoin craving another’s property, but also usurping it.  Some people have suggested 
that Jesus shift in this commandment suggests that the rich man is somehow defrauding either his 
tenant farmers or his farm workers of their wages.  But nothing else in the exchange supports this 
view.  

Did pious Jews give away everything they had to the poor?  Was that a thing?  

No.  It was considered a sign of extraordinary piety to give away up to half of one’s property (Luke 
19:8).  None of the prophets or sages suggested giving away all of it.    

So, is Jesus saying rich people cannot be saved?  

No, Jesus is not addressing who can or will be saved.  He is addressing who is the agent of that 
salvation.  By saying that rich people cannot save themselves, Jesus is not saying that rich people 
cannot be saved.  No one can save themselves.    

How would Mark’s original audience have heard this?  

Mark’s audience were probably gentile Jews and gentile “God-fearers” affiliated with Jewish 
communities in a Roman city and quite possibly in Rome itself.  As such, they would have been 
outcasts from their families and all the social and economic supports that family provided in the 
ancient world.  They had already given up land, status, wealth, mutual aid, belonging, and support 
to follow Jesus, so this teaching would likely not have been unduly surprising to them.    

Does the rich man ever appear again in scripture?  

No, at least not explicitly.  There are some who interpret the curious naked guy who shows up in 
the Garden of Gethsemane only in Mark’s account (Mark 14:51-52) as this same rich man who has 
now given up all he has and followed Jesus.  Of course, this is pure speculation.  
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