
  

 

THE CALL 

 Fairmont Presbyterian Church              December 2022/January 2023 

                                  Volume 77, Issue 10 

The Great Story continues.  Over the past year we have been exploring part one of the Great Story of 

God and God’s people the life and experience of a peculiar people called Israel through whom God 

sought to reconcile the world.  It worked out, but not the way anyone let alone the Israelites planned.  

Starting in November and then proceeding through all of 2023 we will be continuing that journey of 

redemption through the second part of the Great Story in which the relationship between God and 

Israel reaches its climax and fulfillment in Jesus of Nazareth.    

 

Over the next year, we will be exploring the major themes of Jesus’ life, work, and teachings through 

the particular lens of the Gospel of Matthew.  We will be proceeding through the Gospel recounting 

all the major events of Jesus life in a sustained focus on one Gospel so that we can share in at least one 

early Christian community’s understand of who Jesus was and why he was and is important.  Matthew, 

of all the Gospels, is most concerned to share and show how Jesus comes in fulfillment of the pro-

phetic expectations of the Hebrew Bible.  Jesus, as portrayed in Matthew, is very much a Jewish messi-

ah but no longer only for Jews but for the whole world.  For Matthew, Jesus is the Son of Man and the 

Son of David and the suffering servant by whose wounds we are healed.    

 

Matthew is also distinct in his earthy and ethical particularity.  Matthew contains the great ethical dis-

course of the New Testament—The Sermon on the Mount—that we will be examining throughout 

Lent.  Matthew along with Luke gives us the Lord’s Prayer.  And Matthew provides more detailed 

foundations for the establishment and function of the church.  In the early church, Matthew was quot-

ed more often than any other Gospel and was therefore placed first in the order of the canon.  

 

Advent and Christmas according to Matthew are representative of the entire book.  Matthew’s nativity 

is as much a critique of human society as it is an expression of hope in God’s.  Matthew alone among 

the Gospels focuses on Joseph and his own anxieties as he tries to reconcile loving kindness with legal 

and social propriety and obligations.  Matthew describes wandering Persian astrologers showing up Je-

rusalem looking for the infant king with a sense of foreboding and the foreshadowing of death.  And 

Matthew alone relates the real terrors of what happened in Bethlehem after Jesus was born as the holy 

family fled across the desert to Egypt.  Matthew’s nativity story is unconcerned with our holiday senti-

ments.  Instead Matthew is intimately concerned that we each come to know and understand exactly 

what sort of King this Jesus is and the full extent of reign and claim upon each of our lives.  

 

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas.  We do not look for the coming of the Christ child in Bethle-

hem.  We instead scan the horizon of our age for the signs of the return of our King.    

 

                                                                                                                                                       -Brian 
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WORSHIP  

BIBLE STUDY 

December 4    2nd Sunday of Advent/Communion         

                        Lesson:  Micah 5:2-6  

          Sermon:  Modest Beginnings 

 

December 11  3rd Sunday of Advent/10:30am Single Ser - 

                                         vice /Cookie Walk after worship           

                        Lesson:  Zephaniah 3:14-20    

                        Sermon:  A Service of Lessons and Carols     

          

December 18  4th Sunday of Advent 

           Lesson:  Isaiah 35 

           Sermon:  Our Way Back Home (8:30am) 

                                        Children’s Pageant (10:30am) 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Services 

 

4:30 p. m.       Children’s and Family Worship 

                        Lesson:  Luke 2 

7:30 p. m.       Traditional Christmas Eve. Worship 

                        Lesson:  Luke 2 

                                                                                      

December 25  Christmas Day/10:30am Single Service 

          Lesson: Matthew 1:18-25 

                    Sermon: Birth of Jesus 

  

January 1         Communion/10:30am Single Service 

                        Lesson:  Matthew 1:1-17 

                        Sermon:  God’s Curious Plan 

 

January 8         Baptism of the Lord 

                        Lesson:  Matthew 2:1-12 

                        Sermon:  The Visit of the Magi 

 

January 15       2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

                        Lesson:  Matthew 2:13-18 

                        Sermon:  Flight to Egypt 

 

January 22       3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

                        Lesson:  Matthew 2:19-23 

                        Sermon:  What Good Can Come Out of        

                                        Nazareth? 

 

January 29       4th Sunday after Epiphany 

                        Lesson:  Matthew 3:1-12 

                        Sermon:  The Final Prophet 

 

ONLINE MINISTRIES 

CONNECTIONS 

In-person Casual Service 8:30am  
 

Traditional Service 10:30am 
 

Our Traditional 10:30am worship offering will be live-

streamed beginning at 10:15am on YouTube. 
 

Visit www.fairmontchurch.org/online for links to all 

past and upcoming live streams. 

Connections: 

Wednesdays, 7:00pm 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82945327813  

Meeting ID: 829 4532 7813 
 

Bible Study: Weekly Scripture 

Thursdays, 7:00pm 

Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/82002536057 

Meeting ID: 820 0253 6057 

Every Thursday evening at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom we 

will be prayerfully considering the text for the follow-

ing Sunday morning.  You do not need any prepara-

tion and everyone is welcome.  We read through a 

few different translations together, talk about funny 

words and contexts, and then consider what it may 

mean both to people long ago and for us today. Most 

of all, questions are invited.  In fact, the questions are 

the best part!  You are invited.   

Where’s Brian?  

Pastor Brian will be in the Holy Land from January 2-

12 leading a group of United Theological Seminary 

students on a spiritual pilgrimage and archeological 

tour. Please pray for them on their journey. 

Eyes on the Prize, The History of the Civil Rights 

Movement 

Join us on Zoom at 7:00 on Wednesday nights in 

December as we learn more about the history of the 

civil rights movement and the church’s role in it as we 

together watch the Emmy and Peabody award win-

ning documentary Eyes on the Prize, America’s Civil 

Rights Movement.  After each one-hour episode we 

will discuss it significance and meaning for our society 

today. 

 

December 7  "Mississippi: Is This America?  

                      (1962–1964)" 

December 14  "Bridge to Freedom (1965)" 

December 21-January 11, 2023  Connections     

                               Winter Break, no classes      

                                                                       cont. → 

http://www.fairmontchurch.org/online
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82945327813
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82945327813
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82002536057
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82002536057
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 

PRESBYTERIANISM AND MODERN  

CHALLENGES FILM DISCUSSION  

 

The Christian Formation Team will be presenting quarter-

ly online (Zoom) film presentations and discussion focused 

on a variety of themes around Presbyterianism and Mod-

ern Challenges. Our December theme will be focused on 

the Abrahamic Religions: Christianity, Judaism, and Islam. 

 

Our next Zoom film presentation and discussion will be 

on Friday, December 9, 2022, at 8:00 p.m. This time slot 

allows parents to get their children to bed and participate 

in adult conversations!  

 

DATE:  Friday, December 9, 2022 

TIME:  8:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

FILM:  “Jerusalem” by National Geographic.  

 

Watch for the Zoom link in the weekly Beside Still Waters 

and Fridays from Fairmont emails, and Fairmont’s De-

cember worship bulletins or contact Pastor Kelley at 

kshin@fairmontchurch.org.  

January 2024 Connections:  

The World of the New Testament 

 

Throughout 2024, starting on January 18 on Wednesday 

nights at 7:00 p.m. on Zoom, we will be exploring the life 

and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth through the lens of the 

Gospel of Matthew. Jesus lived during a particular time 

and at a particular place and that time and that context de-

cisively shaped both his message and how it was recorded 

in the Gospels. Throughout the winter and spring of 2023, 

we will be examining the context of the first century A.D. 

in Palestine and beyond so we can better understand Jesus’ 

message and meanings.  If you wish to go deeper, you are 

invited to follow along with two companion books: The 
World of the New Testament by Joel Green and Lee Mar-

tin McDonald (Baker Publishing, 2013) and The New Tes-
tament and Its World by N.T. Wright and Michael Bird 

(SPCK/Zondervan, 2019) available online and at 

bookshops.   

 

January 18  Reading the New Testament, Introductions 

January 25  Judaism before Jesus Part One – The Persian    

                   and Greek Periods 

WHEN IS THE ANNUAL MEETING? 

 

In 2022 we switched from calendar year accounting to fiscal 

year accounting to correspond more closely to our program 

calendar.  Our current fiscal year will end on June 30, 2023, 

and we will be holding our annual meeting in July of 2023 

instead of early February as we have done in the past. 

Children’s Christmas Pageant & Party 

Sunday, December 18th during 10:30 worship, our chil-

dren will present their annual Christmas Pageant about the 

birth of Christ! All children grades 5 and below are invited 

to participate.  

A short rehearsal will be held Saturday, December 17th at 

1:00pm in the Sanctuary. 

More information to come in Kidz Korner emails. 

 

Join us after our pageant on December 18th for a kid-

focused, all-church Christmas Party featuring our 2nd An-

nual Hot Cocoa Bar! 

 

Children’s Sunday School 

After the Time with Children, kids will follow their teacher 

to a classroom on the lower level where they will learn 

about God while enjoying videos, stories, crafts, and fellow-

ship with their peers! 

Once per month, Pastor Kelley will also be sharing beauti-

ful Godly Play storytelling during the Sunday school time 

slot. 

 

Sunday school classes are open to children ages 4 - grade 

5. Our dedicated volunteers adore sharing the love of God 

with young, curious minds! 

 

Any questions, contact Loralei Harding. 

 

Sunday Nursery  

Nursery care will is provided from 8am-12pm on Sunday 

mornings by Caroline Buchheit. As a reminder, only chil-

dren birth - 3 years old may stay in the nursery for the safe-

ty of our youngest.  

FAIRMONT YOUTH MINISTRY 

(Grades 6th -12th) 

Sundays, 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.  

 

Fairmont Youth Ministry will meet on Sundays in-person 

from 12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m. (unless other- wise noted in 

bold print). There will be bible study, games, activities, 

and lunch! 

 

DECEMBER YOUTH SCHEDULE  

December 4  God Incarnate: Animate Gospels 
December 11  Cookie Walk, Pizza, & Stuff Mission  

                       Stockings  

December 18  Youth Christmas Party  

December 25  Christmas Day: NO YOUTH  

 

JANUARY YOUTH SCHEDULE  

January 1  New Year’s Day: NO YOUTH  

January 8  Shining God’s Light: Animate Service 

January 15  Youth Gathering: Martin Luther King, Jr.     

                   Service Day                                        cont. → 
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STEWARDSHIP 

COOKIE WALK 

MISSION BEYOND THE CONGREGATION 

Helping Hands, Helping Hearts 

  The annual Women of Fairmont  Cookie Walk is fast 

approaching on December 11th, following the single ser-

vice. Be sure to save the date! Everyone is invited to bake 

and donate cookies and candy for the Cookie Walk.  

  For cookie and candy donations, watch for the sign-up 

sheet, which will be posted in the Fellowship Hall, or you 

may sign up on the Fellowship Pad. You may email your 

intent to donate cookies or candy to Sara Grillot. The email 

address is sjgrillot@sbcglobal.net, or you may text her at 937 

776-2210.  

  Cookies and candies can be delivered to the Fellowship 

Hall on Friday, December 9th between 9:00am and 3:00pm 

or Saturday, December 10th between 9:00am and 11:00am.  

  Then join us on December 11th to purchase cookies for 

the benefit of the Women of Fairmont mission projects. 

We look forward to seeing you at this festive and fun Christ-

mas gathering! 

intended giving are available in the pews or in the church office.                                           

                                                                                    

What is Per Capita and why is it $53.10? The Presbyterian Church 

is a connectional church. That means that we share in mutual min-

istry and accountability with and for each other. One of the ways we 

do that is by sharing in the cost of the denomination. This is done 

through individual assessments based on the number of members 

in each church. These assessments, called “per capita,” are manda-

tory and are used to support the work of the General Assembly and 

the Synod. Those funds are obtained either from our general Fair-

mont revenues or from special offerings of individuals who wish to 

pay their share individually. The total per member assessment for 

2023 is $53.10. That is the cost of being a member of the Presby-

terian Church (U.S.A.) denomination as opposed to the local con-

gregation. If you would like to directly pay your share of our com-

mitment to the greater church, the amount per member is $53.10. 

  

FREE MONEY: Taxpayers over 72 years of age with an IRA or a 

401K/403B accounts may transfer withdrawals (up to $100,000 per 

year) directly to Fairmont Presbyterian Church or other “qualified 

charitable organizations” and not pay tax on the distribution.  Re-

tirement savings accounts of various sorts (e.g., IRA’s and 401k’s) 

require individuals over 72 to annually make required minimum 

distributions or face significant tax penalties.  Those distributions 

are then added to your taxable income, often boosting your tax 

bracket.  But, if you direct those distributions in whole or in part to 

Fairmont or other charities, those funds do not count as taxable 

income at all regardless of whether you itemize your taxes or 

not.  This transfer method can save you significant tax dollars.  As 

always, consult with qualified advisors to help with tax planning, but 

using qualified charitable distributions may be an efficient way for 

you to support Fairmont! 

January 22  The Body of Christ: Animate Church 

January 29  Lunch & Movie Day         

     
Special Monthly “Youth Gathering”  
Along with our weekly Sunday Youth Group meetings, we 

will be gathering once-a-month with three other Presbyterian 

Youth Groups in our area for a special Youth Gathering! 

Once a month, instead of our usual Sunday Noon Youth 

Group, we will meet late afternoon/early evening with the 

youth from Southminster Presbyterian, Sugarcreek Presby-

terian, and Covenant Presbyterian Springboro.  Watch our 

weekly Youth Constant Contact emails for details.  

Thank You! Thank you for your generous financial support 

throughout 2022.  Because of your generosity we have been 

able to expand the array of our programs and ministries 

especially for younger people, make major improvements to 

our building, refurbish our organ, and expand our support 

to mission partners especially for families in need in Dayton 

and displaced families in the Ukraine, all while welcoming 

new members.  All of it depends on your generous support.  

You are making Fairmont a great and thriving house of 

faith.  Please remember that all 2022 contributions must be 

post marked or submitted by December 31.  Thank you! 

 

Progress in the 2023 financial stewardship campaign is en-

couraging as of mid-November, and we are closing in on 

our goal of fully funding our proposed budget of $692.442. 

The ultimate success of our 2023 Stewardship campaign 

depends on you. If you have already pledged for 2023, we 

sincerely thank you. If you have not yet done so, please 

pledge some amount to the mission of Fairmont. God has a 

plan for Fairmont, and we hope that you will pledge to help 

achieve it with your financial support!  Statements of  

                                                                                  cont. → 

Christmas is around the corner!  Jeremiah’s Letter!   

Through Jeremiah’s Letter, the Mission Team will be providing 
local families with gift cards to buy food for Christmas dinner 

with additional groceries, along with Christmas gifts for the fami-

ly. We need your help with Christmas Stocking Stuffers! We will 

be giving each family member a Christmas Stocking stuffed with 

goodies. We anticipate supporting twelve families.  Please bring 

your Stocking Stuffer items to the Black & White Narthex by 

Sunday, December 11th.  Stocking Stuffer items needed are candy 

canes, hard candy (no chocolate), jellybeans, mints, toothbrush-

es, toothpaste, combs, travel-size toiletries, small non-breakable 

ornaments, cards/notes, apples, and oranges. 

 

Mitten Tree  

Fairmont’s Mission Team will be collecting new hats, scarves, 

gloves, and mittens for the children at John F. Kennedy Elemen-

tary School in Kettering. Please bring your Mitten Tree items to 

the Christmas Tree in the Black & White Narthex by Sunday, 

December 18th.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ADVENT COFFEE AND SOCIAL TIME 

 

To help make Advent special, coffee and tea will be 

available in the black and white narthex 10:15 - 10:30 

each Sunday in Advent ( November 27 and Decem-

ber 4, 11, and 18). We encourage you to sit in the 

parlor or to stand in the black and white narthex to 

talk with your friends and to make new friends. Ses-

sion voted to allow drinks to be brought into the sanc-

tuary. Coffee and social time will continue as usual 

8:15 - 8:30 and 11:30 - 12:00 in the Fellowship Hall.  

 

FAIRMONT MEN’S GROUP 

 

 

The men’s group will not meet in December. In Jan-

uary we will meet on Wednesday, January 18, 2022 at 

11:30am at MCL Cafeteria. All men are invited to 

attend! 

 

 

THEOLOGY ON TAP 

 

For the winter months, Theology on Tap will be 

meeting ONCE a month on the first Friday of each 

month. The location will rotate each month so watch 

for details in the newsletter, weekly emails, and bulle-

tin announcements. All are welcome! 

 

DECEMBER: For the month of December, Theolo-

gy on Tap will meet in-person at Eudora Brewing 

Company (3022 Wilmington Pike) at 5:00 p.m. on 

Friday, December 2, 2022.  

 

JANUARY: For the month of January, Theology on 

Tap will meet in-person at Eudora Brewing 

Company (3022 Wilmington Pike) 5:00 p.m. on Fri-

day, January 6, 2023.  

 

 

CALLING ALL EXPLORERS 

 

You are invited to a winter-spring series of faith-exploratory 

gatherings, centered on significant books made more-so by 

reading/listening to them in faith community. The first one will 

be This Here Flesh: Spirituality, Liberation, and the Stories 
That Make Us by Cole Arthur Riley (Convergent Books, 

2022). We will meet in circle-fashion, on day/time decided by 

all those who express interest. All human beings, 15+ years, are 

welcome. In-person or Zoom yet to be determined. Future 

titles to be discerned within areas of spirituality, liberation, 

faith, wisdom. If interested, contact Lisa M Hess at 

lmhess@united.edu and/or 937-269-3024, leaving your email 

address (if texting or leaving a message). First gathering in Janu-

ary 2023! 

Kettering Backpack Program 

Kettering Backpack Program provides nearly 600 children 

enrolled in Kettering City Schools with nutritious food for 

weekends throughout the school year. The students are 

identified by school counselors and provided a sack of 

nutritious food that includes milk, fruit, pudding, juice, 

vegetables, apple sauce, macaroni, and peanut butter. You 

may give through Fairmont’s online Portal of Giving at 

www.fairmontchurch.org (note Kettering Backpack in the 

“Other” box) or by mailing a check to Fairmont Presbyter-

ian Church with “Kettering Backpack” in the memo line. 

 

Dayton Food Bank (South Dayton Foodbank/FISH)  

Dayton Food Bank serves as the primary source of food 

for the hunger relief network in the Miami Valley. This 

food bank relieves hunger in the community through a 

network of partner agencies by acquiring and distributing 

food. The food bank provides the infrastructure for more 

than 100-member food pantries, community kitchens, and 

shelters that serve as the charitable hunger relief network in 

Greene, Montgomery, and Preble Counties, including the 

South Dayton Food Pantry/ FISH, which serves Fair-

mont’s immediate area. You may give through Fairmont’s 

online Portal of Giving at www.fairmontchurch.org (note 

Dayton Food Bank in the “Other” box) or by mailing a 

check to Fairmont Presbyterian Church with “Dayton 

Food Bank” in the memo line. 

 

World Central Kitchen 

World Central Kitchen is a not-for-profit, non-governmental 

organization which is serving   almost 300,000 meals daily to 

the people in Ukraine and Ukrainian refugees on the border of 

Poland, as well as communities across the world. You may give 

through Fairmont’s online Portal of Giving at 

www.fairmontchurch.org (note Ukraine in the “Other” box) or 

by mailing a check to Fairmont Presbyterian Church with 

“Ukraine” in the memo line.  

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 

 

The church office will be closed  

December 26th—January 2nd for the Holiday’s. 

All activities will not be meeting during this week 

except for Wednesday evening AA and Thursday 

evening NA meetings. Thank you. 

mailto:lmhess@united.edu
http://www.fairmontchurch.org/
http://www.fairmontchurch.org/
http://www.fairmontchurch.org
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 Fairmont Presbyterian Church              Website: www.fairmontchurch.org          

3705 Far Hills Avenue                       Facebook: Fairmont Presbyterian Church - Kettering, OH 

Dayton, OH 45429                                                      Twitter: @FairmontChurch 

937-299-3539                                            Instagram: fairmontpresbyterianchurch 

                             

     

STAFF 

 
Pastor/Head of Staff: Brian Maguire                                                               Organist: Judy Bede   

Associate Pastor: Kelley Wehmeyer Shin                                           Bookkeeper: Martha Keil           

Children’s Ministry Coordinator: Loralei Harding                                         Custodian: Louis Weyrauch  

Director of Music Ministries: Coleman Clark          Administrative Assistant: Jennifer Mason                  

       

DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT CALL 

                                        The deadline for The February Call is Friday, January 20, 2023. 

                      Please submit Call & bulletin articles to Jennifer at: jmason@fairmontchurch.org. 

                                     For website inquiries, contact Loralei at: lharding@fairmontchurch.org. 

December/January Birthdays 

Bob Ross 

Len Cohen 

Brenda Anderson 

Anna Glueckert 

Avery Glueckert 

Jean Sherwood 

William Lewis 

Michael Harvey 

Patricia Rain 

Richard Weyrauch 

Rebecca Wells 

Jane Hamilton 

 

Dave Diller 

Sandrena Gillaspy 

Nina Kanis 

Steve Bergstresser 

Callie Johnson 

Warren Tripp 

Melissa Hohler 

Karen Sensel 

Patrick Kanis 

Carol Lamberger 

William Lowry 

Caden Fromm 

12/01 

12/03 

12/04 

12/05 

12/05 

12/05 

12/06 

12/08 

12/09 

12/09 

12/11 

12/12 

 

 

12/15 

12/17 

12/17 

12/20 

12/20 

12/22 

12/23 

12/24 

12/25 

12/25 

12/25 

12/28 

Joyce Routzohn 

Cheryl Lamb 

Jack Shahan 

Alice Penny 

Don Hibbard 

Anne Venable 

Kimberly Gunlock 

Pete Shafer 

William Miller 

Marilyn Edwards 

Joanie Caulley 

Susan Calvin 

12/28 

12/29 

12/29 

12/30 

12/31 

01/01 

01/02 

01/02 

01/05 

01/08 

01/09 

01/13 

 

Ruth Templeton 

Debra Foote 

Maya Dault 

Frank Sensel 

Judy Bede 

Suzanne Dohner 

Robin Stevens 

Mert Crichton 

Thomas Venable 

Glenn Stevens 

Owen Gill 

 

01/15 

01/16 

01/18 

01/20 

01/22 

01/24 

01/24 

01/25 

01/25 

01/26 

01/27 


