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GET CONNECTED! BUILDING THE PRISON TO UNIVERSITY PIPELINE WITH UNDERGROUND SCHOLARS AT UC SAN DIEGO!! 

Our goal is to increase access to higher education for incarcerated and formerly incarcerated students and their families. 

USI AT UCSD PLANS TO EMPHASIZE ON THE FOLLOWING,  

RETENTION 
We support the retention of formerly incarcerated students at UC San Diego by offering spaces to meet and study, tutoring, peer mentoring, academic and financial aid advising, leadership development, and student employment. We work closely with the Underground Scholars Initiative (student org) across the UC-system to create programming and events for formerly incarcerated and system impacted UC San Diego students.

RECRUITMENT 
We offer academic advising and application support to currently and formerly incarcerated students who want to apply to the UC system for undergraduate studies. We partner with UC San Diego faculty to offer cross - enrollment in UC San Diego classes for local community college students. We also offer campus tours, outreach, and workshops for youth and incarcerated people.

ADVOCACY 
We advocate for currently and formerly incarcerated students and their families. In addition to serving as advocates for students on campus, we engage in local, state, and national policy advocacy to remove barriers and create opportunity for currently and formerly incarcerated people. All of our advocacy work is led by formerly incarcerated and system impacted students. 


Underground Scholars was started in 2013 by formerly incarcerated and system-impacted students at UC Berkeley as the Underground Scholars Initiative (USI), a student organization. 
Berkeley Underground Scholars (BUS) was established by USI in 2017. And in the last few years, USI has expanded throughout the entire UC-system. With a chapter at UCLA, UC Riverside, UC Irvine, UC Santa Cruz, UC Santa Barbara, and now at UC San Diego!
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