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Welcome to October at the (Curbside) Library! 

   

First, please join me in welcoming Rhett Ariston, our newest staff member, taking 

over the librarian position that opened up after Martin Arnold retired at the end of 

July. 

Second, we will shortly have another opening, this time on our Library Board after 

Martha Fuller finishes out her five-year term at the end of the year. You can find 

more information in this newsletter. Also note the short piece contributed here by 

our newest Trustee, Julia Wrapp. 

Along with being one of our more dramatic months for changing seasons, this 

October is the month for observing the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in 

the United States. It’s also Dyslexia Awareness Month. Libraries play an 

important role in providing a variety of formats, resources, and services so that 

anyone can find the mix that works best for their education and entertainment. 

As we continue to navigate our way through the COVID maze, we have taken 

advantage of a CARES Act grant from the US Institute for Museum and Library 

https://mailchi.mp/orcaslibrary/events-at-the-orcas-island-library-774350?e=d318dd7e82


 

Services, administered by the Washington State Library, to provide the following 

for Library members:  

• iPads for checkout for remote learning and any other internet applications 

• VR headsets for learning and entertainment for all ages 

• Internet hotspots for use by students lacking adequate online connections 

with their schools, and 

• Personal protective equipment to share with library users.   

We hope to be able to reopen on a limited basis sometime soon, if all continues 

to go well in Washington State. We’ll keep you posted about how and when! 

Meanwhile, please continue to make full use of our curbside services, including 

browsing new books and DVDs, requesting grab bags of materials featuring your 

favorite authors or topics, and requests through our website for specific items. 

For genealogy researchers, I am happy to announce that our Ancestry 

subscription will be available from home through the rest of the calendar year! 

Please go to our website and login with your library card number and PIN. If you 

don’t know those numbers, be sure to give us a call or email. 

 

See you soon! 

 

Thanks, 

Phil Heikkinen 

Library Director 

pheikkinen@orcaslibrary.org 
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Outdoor Trick-or-Treating for Books 
Saturday, October 31st (3:00 to 5:30 pm) 

   

Please join us on the south lawn of the Library for our annual trick-or-treating for 

books event.  Kids are invited to come in their costumes and choose a book to 

take home.  Ghosts, goblins, ghouls, and others are asked to wear masks and 

follow social distancing rules of six feet or more. 

 

This program is made possible by a generous donation from the Friends of the 

Orcas Island Library.  

  

 

 

 

Virtual & Outdoor Storytime @ the Library 



 

  

Virtual storytimes are posted every Friday on the Library’s Kids Page and 

YouTube Channel 

  

Saturday storytimes resume at noon on the North Patio Lawn, weather 

permitting.  Face coverings are required for participants aged 5 years and older 

with social distance rules (> 6 ft.) for individuals outside of family members.  

  

  

 

  

 

  

Orcas Island Public Library supports adults and children with learning 

differences, including those with dyslexia.  Individuals with dyslexia sometimes 

prefer to read and learn using audio and visual materials instead of text. To that 

end, we gladly offer:  

• Audiobooks on CD  

• Digital audiobooks available for checkout via Libby 

• Large print books in the adult collection  

• E-books available for checkout via Libby: most e-readers can convert e-

book text font to dyslexie, a more readable font for some with dyslexia, 

and e-readers allow for increased font size 

https://orcaslibrary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab0acc75a5f0adc0c674ebda5&id=07c0579c48&e=d318dd7e82
https://orcaslibrary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab0acc75a5f0adc0c674ebda5&id=9e64ddb2b7&e=d318dd7e82
https://orcaslibrary.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ab0acc75a5f0adc0c674ebda5&id=91a4c9572a&e=d318dd7e82


 

• Great Courses and an extensive collection of educational and 

documentary videos available for streaming on Kanopy 

• An extensive in-house documentary and movie collection 

We encourage you to check out multiple formats (book + audiobook) at the same 

time, if this is helpful for you or your learner. At the library, we understand that 

you don’t have to read printed text to read a book! If you need assistance finding 

materials, or if there are other services that would be of use to you or your family 

member with dyslexia or other learning differences, please reach out to us.  

  

  

  

 

  

 

 

Another Installment of Meet the Library Trustees! 

  



 

 

My name is Julia Wrapp, and I 

became a Trustee of the Orcas 

Library around a year ago. My partner 

and I moved from Colorado.  We miss 

Colorado but love our life on Orcas 

Island.  When we first moved here, 

some three years ago, the thing that 

delighted me personally and made 

me feel so very comfortable on Orcas 

was the Orcas Island library.  My first 

and lasting impression was that if this 

was an indication of the community 

(which libraries are), and of the soul 

of the Orcas community, I found it to 

be a most comforting place. From 

friendly and informative staff to a 
 

  

comfortable, cozy and expanded facility with healthy and beautiful plants, local 

artist installations, efficient computer and printer services, the sharing of books 

and magazines among residents, and a thoughtful and comprehensive 

collection, it indicated a well-run library in a community that cares. We have a 

dedicated board of trustees with whom I am honored to serve, who provide 

oversight for the library, and a dedicated and resourceful staff working diligently 

to make certain the library serves the needs of the community. 

 

There have been numerous challenges this year with COVID, and all involved 

have stepped up in every way possible to continue serving our patrons.  Please 

read our newsletter for a current listing of innovative offerings.  We do not know 

the future of this pandemic, nor how long it will take to safely open our doors, but 

we are trying to serve our community in every way possible in the 

meantime.  When the governor and all involved deem it safe to open, we will do 

so in the safest manner possible.  Until that time, be assured we are there for 

specific needs and always available for discussion of these needs.  We are doing 



 

our very best to serve our constituents safely and thoughtfully. 

 

As we do emerge from this time, please seriously consider Orcas Island Library 

in your planned giving.  We welcome gifts large and small, and are most 

appreciative of being remembered in estate planning.  We have a variety of 

options for giving to make the process work for individual situations.  We will 

continue to strive to make our library the best it can be.  We are in this effort 

together. 

 

Thank you Orcas.  Stay safe and strong.  May we use this time to make our island 

community even more resilient and sustainable in changing times. 

 

Because we have to be more careful with an island. 

 

  

 

  

 

TRUSTEE WANTED 

   

The Orcas Island Public Library is seeking a new trustee to begin 

serving a five-year term on Jan. 1, 2021. Review of applications will 

begin on October 30, 2020. 

  

The board comprises five members who plan the direction of library services, 

oversee library policies, and oversee the library’s expenditure of funds. 

Serving on the Library Board requires a talent for teamwork, along with a 

belief in the culture and tradition of public libraries. 

  



 

If you are interested in exploring this possibility, please look at the full 

announcement at www.orcaslibrary.org, or contact Phil Heikkinen, Director, 

at 376-4985, or pheikkinen@orcaslibrary.org. 

 

Read more 

  

 

  

 

 

October is the 100th anniversary of women’s suffrage in 

the United States. Thanks to Valerie Anders, the Library is 

able to share a Smithsonian Institute poster exhibit in the 

south windows of our new library wing. 
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You know about curbside pickup, but did you know that all these services 

available to you? 

• Get your books and DVDs three ways! Place holds online, order a grab 

bag, browse our new books outside during curbside hours, or do all three!  

• Need a document printed? Email to print@orcaslibrary.org 

• Interlibrary Loans are again available. 

• Friends of the Orcas Library (FOIL) books available for sale during 

curbside hours (weather permitting). 

• The Community Drop is still in operation. 

• Daily newspapers for reading. 

• Pick up a free Bookpage magazine.   

• Free WiFi available around the building 24/7.  

The Library offers curbside service Mon-Wed-Fri-Sat 12-3pm.  Call us at 376-

4985 to arrange pickup outside curbside hours! 
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Welcome Rhett! 

   

Rhett Ariston is our new Adult 

Services Librarian. He attended the 

School of Information at the Pratt 

Institute in Brooklyn, New York.  He 

has worked at the New York Public 

Library, UCLA, Stanford, and Whittier 

College. Rhett is a life long learner 

and flâneur. He has many interests, 

including hiking, movies, history and 

food. Please welcome Rhett to the 

Orcas Island community!  
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New Books - Fiction 

 

New Books - Non-fiction  
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