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A Tale of Two Eagles  
 

  

On January 22, Tom Marschner and his faithful walking companion, Ellie the Golden 

Retriever, encountered a rare and sad occurrence near the summit of Mount Grant. 

Splayed out on a mossy outcrop, with broken-tipped beaks, were two dead Bald Eagles. 

Tom and Ellie promptly reported the incident to Land Bank staff, and the birds were 

collected and delivered to Wolf Hollow Wildlife Rehabilitation Center.   

 

 

 

The eagles’ demise was most likely the result of a risky “pair-bonding” ritual. During 

courtship displays, male and female eagles soar high into the sky, lock their talons 

together, and then spiral and cartwheel back down to Earth. Their intent is to test each 

other’s strength and fitness. Their intent is to release each other before reaching the 

ground. 

 

This time of year, Wolf Hollow often receives calls about eagles. Their staff has 

responded to pairs that have become tangled in bushes, wrapped around tree branches, 

or found themselves plunged into a pond, with their talons still locked. Generally, the 

eagles are fine. After a bit of (skilled) encouragement, they let go of each other. This can 

be a difficult task. Eagles must change the position of their legs in order to release their 
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grip. Sometimes their dramatic displays lead to an injury that requires treatment. But 

usually they are only exhausted and need a moment to rest. Both birds dying on impact 

is a first for our islands’ rehabilitation center. 

 

Although accepting dead animals may seem unusual for a wildlife rehabilitation center to 

do, it’s not. In addition to caring for injured and orphaned wild creatures, Wolf Hollow 

carries out a range of other work. They are permitted to collect deceased Bald Eagles as 

it's illegal otherwise! 

 

 

 

Wolf Hollow examined the two birds found on Mount Grant and determined their injuries 

to be consistent with hitting the ground. They both had internal hemorrhaging; one had a 

broken neck. Wolf Hollow didn’t determine the sexes of the two eagles. But their 

educated guess is that one was a male and the other was a female. Female birds of 

prey are larger, and one eagle had a noticeably larger head and beak.   

 

Whether the pair were engaged in a courtship display or fighting over territory, we’ll 

never know. However, the birds will be sent to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service’s National Bald Eagle Repository and the feathers distributed to Native 

American Tribes and Alaska Natives for use in cultural and religious purposes. So, we 

can be assured, that their beauty and power will continue to be honored. 

 

Want to learn more about Eagles? Click on one of the online resources below to get 

started. 

 

The Cornell Lab - All About Birds 

National Audubon Society 

National Eagle Center 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Monthly Land Bank Commission Meeting 

Friday, February 19, 2021 

8:30am to 11am 

 

 
 

About San Juan County Land Bank 
 
The San Juan County Land Bank is a local land conservation program, created by 

voters in 1990, and funded by a 1% real estate excise tax paid by purchasers of 

property in San Juan County. Through conservation easements or outright purchases, 

the Land Bank protects special places in the Islands including coastlines, farmland, 

forests and wetlands. For more information, contact the Land Bank at 360-378-4402 or 

visit sjclandbank.org. 
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