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In COVID-19 Era, the Shows Go On: 

Distancing Doesn’t Stop New Rochelle High School 

‘Poetry Project’ Student Filmmakers 

 
Movie shorts will be shown as part of At Home Artsfest online tomorrow 

 

NEW ROCHELLE, N.Y. (June 9, 2020) – Every year, the Poetry Project teems with creativity 

as students produce works of art and movies inspired by verse. The program is so innovative that 

teacher Anthony Stirpe has been asked to share its secrets in conferences and classrooms from 

San Diego to Azerbaijan. 

So it was ironic that this year when it was completed by students who couldn’t even leave their 

homes. 

Just as the students in the program were about to produce the movies that are the showpiece of 

the project, the Coronavirus COVID-19 crisis struck, closing school buildings for the remainder 

of the school year. The 33 students rose to the challenge, creating five short films employing 

animation, teleconferences and other techniques to compensate for being unable to film their 

movies together. 

“Their movies are equally as fantastic as previous years’,” said Stirpe. “Each has its own flavor 

and it’s fun to see that.” 

Now the results are in. The students and school will present the works as the final segment of 

a four-hour At Home Artsfest, which will be streamed live Wednesday, June 10, from 3 

p.m. through 7 p.m. The festival, presented by the Performing and Visual Arts Education 
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(PAVE) program, includes dance, singing, band, orchestra, artworks, film and theater, 

celebrating art created during the pandemic. 

View the show here. 

The Poetry Project began early in the year, when the students study poems, then are guided by 

art teachers to create paintings, collages, drawings or other works inspired by the verse. The 

project culminates with the production of short movies, also inspired by the poems, and created 

entirely on mobile electronic devices. 

Usually, the student writers, directors and actors meet and rehearse, then film the cinematic 

creations at the school in one day. 

“That’s what our filming day was supposed to be. But then the coronavirus pandemic of 2020 

hit,” freshman Alessandra Pappalardi explains in a documentary, “Behind the Scenes,” created 

by senior Maddie Bamberger. Pappalardi directed one of the movies, “Out of Ten.” 

Stuck at home, unable to rehearse in person, the students applied their creativity to build scenes 

that are every bit as effective as those they would have filmed if they were together. 

“We talked to each other online and we discussed certain steps that we would take to make sure 

that our movie came out as good as it would come out if we were to film it back in the high 

school,” freshman Michael Herrera explained in the documentary. “Camden,” the movie he 

directed, employed animation to convey its story. 

Stories were re-created as teleconferences, face-to-face phone calls or one as one of the 

synchronous (live) distance learning classes students have been attending while school buildings 

are closed. PAVE art students created graphics that were incorporated. 

The full list of films and the poems that inspired them follows: 

• “Between the Lines” Inspired by “Introduction to Poetry” by Billy Collins 

• “Camden” Inspired by “Harlem” by Langston Hughes 

• “Out of 10” Inspired by “Invisible Fish” by Joy Harjo 

• “Pheromones and Caramel” Inspired by “300 Goats” by Naomi Shihab Nye 

• “The Groupie” Inspired by “Good Bones” by Maggie Smith. 

Some movies were constructed piece-by-piece, with students recording themselves, leaving 

spaces for other actors to fill in. 

“I’m so used to having a scene partner, so it was a bit of challenge to project my emotions when 

there was no one in front of me,” said junior Allyson Mazariegos, who acted in “Camden.” 

While that challenge and other obstacles faced them, freshman Jarred McLean said in the 

documentary; “It was cool that we made history and did something different.”  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXvhw7Ib0Xw&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b3QTsK5v3cg&feature=youtu.be


McLean directed the movie “Between the Lines.” 

“By doing this, we learned how to adapt to our environment and to adapt to changes and to 

things that we can’t necessarily control,” said freshman Skye Hill, assistant director of “Between 

the Lines.” 

“It’s shown me that nothing is impossible unless you let it be impossible,” Pappalardi said in 

Bamberger’s documentary. “We’re all in quarantine right now, so it’s a little bit more difficult. 

But being able to power through and create these movies is just – it’s magical.” 
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