
 

 

HB 1682/SB 708 Collecting Child Care Safety Data 
 

Although over 1.1 million Texas children are enrolled in licensed child care, Texas lacks the necessary 
data to ensure they are in safe, supportive environments. SB 708 by Sen. Zaffirini and HB 1682 by 
Rep. Raney would direct HHSC to collect data on caregiver-child ratios and group size standards, as 
well as serious violations and injuries. The information will help state leaders assess whether current 
standards adequately protect safety and provide support to enrolled children. 

 
• Talk here about what your program or your experiences working with children. Share experiences 
when ratios were high and the challenges that brings and when you have worked in programs when 
ratios were below state requirements.   

• If you do not have specifics, then talk generally about how we know lots of child care facilities in 
Texas, especially NAEYC Accredited centers run lower than state requirement ratios but we are 
concerned with the children in programs where that is not the case.  

• A study by the non-profit Collaborative for Children in Houston suggests that Texas children are 
safer when child care teachers have a manageable number of children to supervise. They found 40 
percent fewer reported serious incidents when Texas child care centers have better than current 
state ratios in the majority of classrooms. 

 
Despite the importance of caregiver-child ratios in keeping kids safe, the state does not record nor 
report the number of children per caregiver. The state’s Child Care Licensing division counts the 
number of children per caregiver but only reports whether a center exceeded state limits on group size 
or ratio. 

 
How the Texas Legislature can help: SB 708 and HB 1682 would direct Child Care Licensing 

representatives to complete a short survey during their site inspections in which they document the 

number of children and caregivers present in the classroom and the age group of the children present. 

 

In order for us to advocate and for the Commission or the Legislature to make an informed decision to 

keep children safe regarding ratios, we need to collect this data.  

o This is so important because…tell a story or two about the benefits you see when children in 

working families have access to consistent high-quality child care in your state / community / 

program, and about what happens in its absence. 


