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Nurses • Arizona Copper Company hospital, Clifton, AZ, ca. 1905



Teachers • Clifton Highschool, Clifton, AZ, ca. 1920



Service industry • Employees of the Detroit Copper Company Store, Morenci, 
AZ, 1928



Mining • Employees of the Arizona Copper Company, Clifton, Arizona, 
ca. 1913



Superstitions 
• Black cats
• Women (especially redheads)
• Whistling
• Working on Good Friday
• Dogs
• Killing spiders
• Warm breezes
• Ladders 
• Strange lights 
• White rats 





The 19th and Early 
20th Centuries

• Women prospectors were active as 
early as 1849 in the gold fields of 
California

• In 1886, the first known female 
prospector located the San Juan 
copper property above Safford

• Women in the western frontier 
were able to earn large sums of 
money from the sale of their 
mineral claims far surpassing any 
waged work opportunities available 
to them 



• Lillian Malcolm and two unnamed women pan for gold in 
Nevada, ca. early 1900s

Lillian Malcom



• Nellie Cashman in her later years, from 
“Interesting Westerners,” Sunset: The Pacific 
Monthly 46(5):48 (May 1921)

Nellie Cashman



• First student to register at the University of Arizona in 1891, 
she graduated with a degree in mining in 1897.

Clara Fish 
Roberts



Recent Research
Recent work at the Old Dominion 
conducted by WestLand has identified 
three early 20th century female mine 
owners in the Globe-Miami mining 
district



Mine Owners

• Carolina Woods (a.k.a. 
Mrs. Lyman C. Woods)

• Cornelia Anderson
• Elizabeth House (a.k.a. 

Mrs. W. House)



World War II Era • Women leaving the change room heading to work at the ball 
mill in Morenci



• Blanche Lightowler, University of Arizona School of Mines 
Class of 1944, working at an assay furnace

Blanche Elise 
Lightowler



Recent Research
• Research conducted by WestLand in 

2017 identified a single woman 
mine owner at Helvetia, who 
operated in the early 1940s



The Leader 
mine

• Overview of the Leader mine in 1941



Ruth B. 
Blankenship





Postwar Era 

• As the men returned from 
WWII, women were often 
forced out of their positions 

• This era saw a strict return to 
gendered segregation in many 
workplaces

• In 1972, the Equal Opportunity 
Act was passed 

• In the 1980s and 1990s large 
class action lawsuits were 
underway to address 
discrimination faced by women 
in the workplace 



Postwar Era • Men and women working on the flotation floor at the Phelps 
Dodge Corporation concentrator in Plantsite, Morenci



Postwar Era • Men and Women employed at the Morenci concentrator 
following World War II



Women in 
mining today

• U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics shows 
that women made up 15.8 percent of 
the workforce in mining, quarrying 
and oil/gas extraction in 2019

• Companies with female board 
members tend to financially 
outperform companies with all-male 
boards

• Companies with female board 
members also tend to outperform 
all-male boards in environmental and 
cultural stewardship
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