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The meeting began with President Margaret ringing the bell and Claire Dahl on piano. Bryce Babcock
offered the invocation, giving thanks for our many blessings and reminding us there IS a light at the end
of the tunnel. Club meetings are recorded, click this link to view today’s/past Zoom meetings.
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TODAY’S PROGRAM ... Washtenaw County Prosecutor, Eli Savit

Big Hearts for Seniors!
Club Info, Thanks to
Our Advertisers,
Memory Gem

NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM...

December 28—Open Program

UPCOMING PROGRAMS...
January 4– Ann Arbor
Kiwanis Centennial Celebration Introduction: Bob
Conlin

January 11– Member
Recognition Introduction:
Bob Carr

MERRY
CHRISTMAS!

Miriam Perry introduced our speaker, in-coming Washtenaw County Prosecutor, Eli Savit,
who’ll replace retiring prosecutor, Brian Mackie, in January. Eli grew up in Ann Arbor and
worked as a history and special education teacher before attending
law school at UM. He clerked for both US Supreme Court Justices'
Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Sandra Day O’Connor, served as Detroit
Mayor Mike Duggan’s senior legal counsel and has worked in private practice. Rumor has it he’s also an ace on the basketball court.
Eli says he decided to run for office after seeing inequality in the
justice system, with people of color and those from low income
households being incarcerated at much higher rates than others.
The stigma of a criminal past, regardless of the severity of the
crime, can be a detriment to getting a job, securing housing and
advancing one’s education, all the things necessary for rehabilitation and living one’s life as a happy and productive member of society. His goal is to look at the whole person and not just the crime
committed, to see where we may be able to intervene with necessary mental health or substance abuse programs rather than sending people into a jail system that is overburdened and ill equipped to
handle these particular problems.

Eli Savit

Eli provided some disturbing statistics surrounding the prison system in the US, including the fact that the US incarcerates more people, per capita, than any other country in the world. There are more
people in this country with a criminal record than those with a college degree and the number of people with a recorded criminal past
in the US is higher than the population of Australia. Elected prosecutors are the first stop after one has been arrested and set the
stage for all that follows. As such, it can also be the first step to
turning a life around, setting a person on the road to recovery and a
whole domino effect of positive changes.
While acknowledging some individuals do need to be in jail for the
safety of the community, Eli notes many are there for petty crimes
or only for the lack of bail money. Personal responsibility must alMiriam Perry
ways play a part in the criminal justice system but no one should
stay incarcerated simply for being poor or mentally ill. Sending a
young person to jail for a petty crime instead of investigating what’s behind that action and
working to make positive change in that area can be the difference between a life of crime or
a life spent making the world a better place. One pre-charge deterrent program in particular
seeks “restorative justice”, in which the victim and perpetrator come together to work out restitution. This system, when offered, is chosen by the victim 90% of the time. Allowing a crime
victim to speak with and see remorse from the perpetrator allows for a more real understanding for each party since the perpetrator can also see the real effects the crime may have had
on the victim. Seeking revenge doesn’t promote healing or provide rehabilitation.
We thank Eli for speaking with us today and look forward to seeing a community in which the
humanity of criminals, the rights of victims, and the respect due to those who work to keep us
safe, are balanced and fair for all.
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GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…
President:

We were joined today by Ypsi Club President, Scott Virgo; Chelsea
Club members Larry Memmer & Nancy Memmer (Div. 6 Lt. Gov.);
Lamese Saab, Circle K; today’s speaker, Eli Savit; Elissa Benedek,
wife of Dick; and Mary Schwartz, KC Adm. We’re glad you’re here!

President-Elect:

HOSPITALITY…

Officers and Directors
Margaret Krasnoff
Ellen Webb

Immediate Past
President:
Dan Dever

Lynne Lande first updated us today on John Sampselle, who’s
been hospitalized with respiratory issues. He’s feeling and getting
better, and hopes to be home by Christmas.
Lynne spoke with Sallie Lamkin, for whom this will be the first
Christmas without Burt. She’s thankful for the company of her chilLamese Saab
dren and grandchildren, who have been weathering the COVID-19
crisis together. We keep Sallie, and all members who may be missing someone this holiday season, in our thoughts and prayers.

FDN Treasurer:
Greg Meisner

Club Treasurer:
Evan LeRoy

FDN Secretary:
Club Secretary:

Kathy Barden reported on Deb Jones, who enters her 20th week of hospice with a sense
of peace. She’s not in any pain and continues to be positive. Her family will be here form
NY for Christmas and she’s looking forward to the visit.

Board Members:

Dick Smit notes that wife, Dee, is having some issues after her recent knee replacement
possibly requiring further surgery. It’s a difficult situation and we send healing thoughts her
way.

Laura Koch

Kathie Wilder

Gordon Beeman
Larry Dittmar
Ken Hillenburg
Steve Hiller
Carol Presley
Mary Stewart

We were happy to hear John Kinzinger continues to heal from his recent back surgery,
and was able to take a short walk today with no pain. Great news!
Rip Kinney continues to heal and Dale Leslie reports Rip’s son is able to work from
home and spends a few days a week with his father. It’s always nice to have some company.
Lynne continues to make calls and send out cards and well wishes on
behalf of the Club, and will have more to report next week.

ANNOUNCEMENTS…






Newsletter:
Editor

Sandy Rabidoux

Photos

Len Lofstrom

Publisher
Sandy Rabidoux


Do you have news for the
newsletter, or are you interested in advertising?
Please contact the Publisher.

William Hampton was happy to report that our very own Miriam
Perry has been appointed as a judge for Ann Arbor’s 15th District
Court. Judge Perry replaces retiring Judge Elizabeth Hines, who
recently spoke at
a Club meeting.
Congratulations!
 Kathie Wilder and William
Hampton
have Jim Wolfington
been
awarded
Kiwanis Ruby Pins, given to Kiwanians who bring in more than 5 new
members. Our Club leads the District, adding 25 new members over
the past 16 months. This wouldn’t
happen without the efforts of Kathie,
William and all members of the
Membership and Growth Committee.
 Jim
Wolfington
reports
that we had sales
of $3,425 this
week. We were
also able to gift
$16,225 worth of
goods to 14 area
non-profits, who
will
distribute
throughout
the
Bryce Babcock
community.

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission”
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FINES...

NOT Christmas headgear

Dan Dever proposed the first of two fines today, fining all those who’ve not
used a pun today, in honor of the punderful job Jim Wolfington does with the
weekly sales report. His reports have really groan on us and we passed this
easily. The second fine was proposed by Charlie Phibbs, fining all those
who weren’t wearing the appropriate Christmas themed headgear. We
passed this, too. Every guilty party (this includes you, Dale Leslie) needs to
drop a quarter or two into his/her Fine Jar.

NEW MEMBER INDUCTION…

Lynne Lande presided over the induction of two new members today, both sponsored by Dan Burroughs. Dan first introduced us to
Mike Kelley, who Dan says embodies the notion of “paying it forward”. Mike is a Kiwanis scholarship recipient who’s studying at
WCC. Mike grew up in Ann Arbor, graduating from Pioneer HS. He
attended Hope College and worked as a school counselor before
deciding to come back to Ann Arbor and pursue a
career in medical imaging. Why Kiwanis? In
Mike’s own words, “I was fortunate enough to receive the Kiwanis Scholarship as a student at
WCC and invited to attend the Club's scholarship
luncheon. I was moved by the character of the
members as they aligned themselves with the
Mike Kelley
mission of giving to the future. I was caught off
guard by how I was continually and graciously
thanked for attending a luncheon where it was I who owed the thanks to
the Club for their unflinching generosity. I left the meeting thinking that
Lynne Lande
this was a Club that I would like to join one day…” We’re happy that day
is here and that Mike has now joined us as an active member, working
on the Scholarship Committee to help others achieve their academic goals.

Next to be introduced was Doris Sprentall, joining our long list of
members who are current or retired educators. Doris is a former
colleague of Dan’s who was already familiar with the Club and our
Thrift Sale. She grew up in Ann Arbor, graduated from Eastern
University, and recently relocated to Brighton to be closer to her
beloved grandchildren. Among her many contributions, Doris was
a Builder’s Club sponsor at Slauson Middle
School. Doris stepped up to this difficult task,
showing her giving spirit while mentoring children who aren’t exactly at the easiest age to
work with. She rang bells for the Salvation Army
and is active on the Membership and Growth
Committee, finding other like-minded community
members to join our mission of serving children.
We’re so glad Doris chose Kiwanis as the place
to share her gifts.

Dan Burroughs

Known worldwide as
the place for the
“funkiest” gift.
Check for Special
Items on

and

Every Week!

Since 1921,
proceeds from
Kiwanis Thrift
Sale, gifts from

our members,
and the work of
our volunteers
to benefit our
community
totals over
$7,500,000.
Doris Sprentall

We welcome Doris and Mike to the Club and look forward to working with
them to better the lives of children and families in our community.
Thanks for joining.

INTERCLUB…

►Larry French reports there was a Zoom InterClub with AA Western Tuesday, 12/22 at
noon. If you couldn’t attend, you can also meet with other Kiwanians here:
 AA Western - 12pm Tuesdays; Zoom ID#275 471 6224; password AAWestern.
 Chelsea - 7pm Mondays; Zoom ID# 232 537 5951; password 598109.

Click here to buy
Kiwanis Club of Ann
Arbor gear like this
license frame, only
$10!

Our Sponsored Programs
in Service to Youth:
Angell Elementary

Huron High School
Pioneer High

U of M Circle K

WISD Aktion Club
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December 2020
Mon

Tue
1

2

8

9

Donations accepted 9am—
Noon

6

7 ZOOM

State & Michigan Donations acTheaters
cepted 9am—
Noon

13

Wed

14

ZOOM
15
Member Recog- Board Meeting
nition
6:30pm

KYP Meeting
7pm

Thu
4

5

10

11

12

No Vouchers

17

No Vouchers

Donations accepted
9am—Noon

20

21

ZOOM
Eli Savit

27

28

22

Donations accepted 9am—
Noon

29
Donations accepted 9am—
Mott Pot Week Noon
ZOOM

23

24

No Vouchers

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

18

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

25

Merry
Christmas

Festivus
For the rest of us

30

Sat

3

Hanukkah
Begins
No Vouchers

16

Fri

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

19

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

26
Kwanza Begins

31
No Vouchers

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

January 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

2

8

9

No Sale or
Donations until
further notice

3

4 ZOOM

A2 Kiwanis
Centennial
Celebration
Update

10

11

ZOOM
Member
Recognition

5

Donations accepted 9am—
Noon

12

Board Meeting
6:30pm

6

KYP Meeting
7pm

7

No Vouchers

18

24

25

ZOOM
MLK Day
Presentation

31

19

Donations accepted 9am—
Noon

ZOOM
26
Kiwanis Commu- Donations acnity Impact
cepted 9am—
Noon
Mott Pot Week

No Sale or
Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

13

14

15

16

20

21

22

23

27

28

29

30

No Vouchers

Donations accepted 9am—Noon

17

Sat

No Vouchers

No Vouchers

No Sale or
Donations until
further notice

No Sale or
Donations until
further notice

No Sale or
Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

●●The fact that you are taking time to read this indicates a high aptitude for being a newsletter editor  Email John Kidle at jkidle@gmail.com immediately to volunteer ●●

Sun

This Week’s
Numbers
Attendance
75

Fines

Deferred

Happy $ IOUs
Keep filling
those jelly jars!

Mott Pot

Give Online or
by Check.

Vouchers
$0
0 Families

$6,088 YTD
27 Families YTD

Thrift Sale
Mon - Sat
Closed Until
Further Notice
Other
$3,425
TOTAL
$85,275 YTD
(Unofficial)
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Big hearts for Seniors...A Call Out to All Storytellers of All Generations!

Do you have a story to tell? Big Hearts for Seniors (BHS) is searching for storytellers to tell
their true stories using the theme, “Generations”.
Big Hearts for Seniors is a benefit for several local senior organizations including Silver
Club, Turner Center, and the Senior Housing Bureau. The event is May 27th. Story tellers
can be of any age. There will be a practice workshop on January 16 and any storytellers who are selected for the May
27th event will have the opportunity to be coached.
Applying to be a storyteller is easy. You don’t have to have a full story to apply, just an idea. Please put together a brief
description of your story idea (250 words or less) and click here to apply.
If you have any questions, please email jwhowrd@med.umich.edu or call (734) 998-9353. You can find more information here or, if you’d like to make a monetary donation, you can just click here.
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KIWANIS CLUB
ANN ARBOR

Meetings:
Noon on Mondays at

Interested in becoming a member? Please send an e-mail
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org.

The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler, Suite C
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755

www.a2kiwanis.org
Building Phone:
734-368-9738
The Kiwanis Center
MEMORY GEM

Sale and Donation Hours
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale
At The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler at Jackson
CLOSED UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE
Saleable Donation Drop
Off:
Tuesdays
9am - Noon

Call for Donation Pickup:
734-665-0450

The A2 Jaycees dropped the gauntlet in the early 1980s to challenge the Kiwanis Club
to rock n’ roll down Main Street in competition in the JCC traditional Bed Race. The
sprint was on a roped-off portion of South Main between West Liberty and William
Streets. Former club member Fern Garcia was the mover and (after running) the shaker
of the K-team. He recalls, “We
placed 2nd because our tires were
smaller in diameter than the competition’s
large
bicycle
tires."
The “athletic” club member participants were (left to right): the late
David Evans, John Schuon, Judge
David Swartz, Doug Ziesemer, the
late Lee Bachman seated, the
wheeled bed designer; and Gary
Elling. Photographer Dale Leslie
also ran his little legs off during the
race. No official results of who won
or lost but most agreed it was a rewarding experience to help a charitable cause. Oh, their bare legs
drew whistles from the spectators
(or so it was said). Courtesy of Dale Leslie

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters...
Other Links*:
• Michigan District Kiwanis
•
•

•

•
•

Click here to read the latest
Michigan Builder.
Kiwanis International
Kiwanis Young Professionals
of Washtenaw County Meets
7pm first Wednesday of
Month
U of M Circle K
Meets 7pm Thursdays
(Check Calendar on Website)
Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti
Meets 7:30pm, 1st and 3rd
Monday of the month
Ann Arbor Western, Meets
Noon Tuesdays

*In-person meetings suspended
until further notice.

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net
Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda 248-932-5450
Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474
Phillip Snyder, Washtenaw Community College Foundation
www.wccnet.edu philsnyder@wccnet.edu
Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com
RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com

