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NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM...
September 21—
Affordable Ann Arbor:
What’s worked and what’s
next? Speaker: Zachary
Ackerman. Introduction by
Claire Dahl

UPCOMING PROGRAMS...

September 28—UM Museum of Art. Speaker:
Grace VanderVliet. Introduction by Dennis Powers
October 5—Haiti Nursing
Foundation and the Coronavirus. Speaker: Thom
Bales. Introduction by
John Sampselle

MEETINGS…

-Board of Directors, Tuesday, Sept 15, 6.30pm
-Membership, Monday,
Sept 21, 10am
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The meeting started with a performance of ‘America’ by Claire Dahl, and a lovely invocation by Max
Ziegler, reminding us of how much we need each other and how much friends and family enrich our
lives. Our club meetings are recorded, click this link to view today’s or past Monday Zoom meetings.

TODAY’S PROGRAM…Who Will Win the Election?

Claire Dahl introduced our speaker today, Tom Jensen, Director of Public Policy Polling
since 2007. A 2002 graduate of Pioneer High School and an honors graduate of UNC-Chapel
Hill, he has overseen thousands of polling projects, covering everything from Presidential and
Senate races to County Commissioner and School Board races all
over the country. He is the voice behind PPP's Twitter account with
more than 100,000 followers. After correctly predicting the winner of
every state in the 2012 Presidential election, he was named by Business Insider as one of the 36 most powerful people in American politics. In 2016, Rolling Stone named him 1 of 16 Young Americans
Shaping that election.
Tom started by talking about the 6 swing states that will determine
the winner of the Presidential contest In November. As most know,
the national picture and popular vote don’t count much. It’s the Electoral College that matters and the following 6 states
Tom Jensen
are key: Arizona, Florida, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and our very own Michigan. If Joe
Biden can win 3 of these states, he’ll more than likely win the election. Tom
thinks he will and this is why…
Recent polls are showing Biden ahead in each of the 6 swing states. Well,
you might say, Hillary Clinton was also ahead in polling at this time. This is
true but the situation is a bit different this year. In 2016, likability was huge
factor, with neither party having a candidate that was well liked by the mass- Claire Dahl
es. We had many more “undecideds” than we do now. Various factors led
more of those voters to decide they could take a Trump presidency over a Clinton one. More
were also Republicans and voted by party and not by candidate. This year, though we have
the same problem with likability, the pendulum is swinging in the other direction with undecideds looking more favorably at Biden and Republicans being more willing to vote outside of
their party.
Another factor are those referred to as “double-haters”, voters who just can’t stand either
candidate and tend to vote for the party that’s not in control. Trump got these voters in 2016
but they’re tending to go for Biden this time. The double-haters also disliked Hillary Clinton
much more than they dislike Joe Biden. Trumps is a –9, Biden is –1, but Clinton was –20.
Most 2016 Trump voters will still vote for him this time but more Trump voters are flipping
away from him than Democrats are flipping away from Biden. And the average 3rd party voter is going for Biden over 3rd parties. Additional statistical facts point towards a Biden win.
Tom also spoke a bit about the current Senate races, how each party can have control of
Congress, and about the local Michigan races. We had a hearty answer and question period
and heard some interesting facts. Did anyone else know that the state of MI hasn’t elected a
governor from the same party as the sitting president at the time in 30 years? And that Alabama is basically about to elect their own version of Rich Rod for Senate?
I encourage anyone who didn’t attend the meeting
to watch it on YouTube, using the link at the top of
this page. Tom was a wealth of information and we
thank him for spending part of his afternoon enlightening us. He clearly had some great teachers.
For those who wish to watch just Tom’s presentation portion of
the meeting on YouTube, click here.
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GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…
Officers and Directors

President:
Dan Dever

President-Elect:
Margaret Krasnoff

Today we welcomed Mary Schwartz (KC Admin), Elissa Benedek, wife of Dick, Suzie Grizzle, Kiwanis Lt Gov of Division 4 (Monroe Club), and the following friends and family of our
Speaker, Tom Jensen; parents Margaret and Steven Jensen, Richard Bednarz, Judith
Harvey, Karla Hitchcock, Nancy O'Connor, Debra Puentes, Mary Pedley, Jen Kunec, Ellen
Sapper, Carol Schneider, Robin Wax, Mary Wise and Liz Margolis. We didn’t get last
names for Peggy and Edwina but we’re happy you and the rest of our guests joined us.

HOSPITALITY…

Immediate Past
President:

FDN Secretary:

Don Kossick called on Max Ziegler, who reports that, if the news is correct, nursing
homes will soon allow outside visits and Luz Snider would love some visitors if it’s allowed.
Ray Argyle is still getting treatment but is upbeat and welcomes phone calls and notes.
Clar Dukes and Sue Daily are both doing okay, looking to join Zoom meetings at some
point. Deb Jones and Burt Lamkin remain in hospice care. Marilyn Drake, wife of Dave
Drake, is having some difficulties as of late. Let’s remember them and our other members
who are suffering at this time. Calls and notes only take a minute to complete but the love
and compassion they show lasts much longer.

Club Secretary:

ANNOUNCEMENTS…

William V. Hampton

FDN Treasurer:
Greg Meisner

Club Treasurer:
Evan LeRoy

Susan Smith

Kathie Wilder



Chris Winkler reports that Ann Arbor Meals on Wheels has announced its Mandatory Flu Vaccine Policy. Under Michigan Medicine's
Influenza Vaccination Policy, faculty, staff, students and volunteers,
including MOW volunteers, must receive their annual flu vaccine by
December 1, 2020 or receive an approved exemption or declination.



President-Elect Margaret Krasnoff announced that the K-Family
Leadership Club is looking for members. Mitch Goodkin is taking
over for long-time Chair Don Kossick and could use some new members to work with. Contact Mitch or Don with any questions.
Pres Dan Dever

Board Members:
Emily Allshouse
Gordon Beeman
Marianne D’Angelo
Larry Dittmar
Ken Hillenburg
Mary Stewart

INTERCLUB...

Kathie Wilder filled in for Charlie Phibbs today and reminded us of the other local clubs
still meeting by Zoom. They’d love to have us as guests. See below for the info:
 AA Western - 12pm Tuesdays; Zoom ID#275 471 6224; password AAWestern.
 Chelsea - 7pm Mondays; Zoom ID# 232 537 5951; password 598109.
 Ypsilanti - Noon Wednesdays. Zoom ID# 8755693 3310; password 065622.

Let’s Talk!





Newsletter:
Editor

Sandy Rabidoux

Photos

Len Lofstrom

Publisher
Sandy Rabidoux



Do you have news for the
newsletter, or are you interested in advertising?
Please contact the Publisher.

As Kathie Wilder reported at the meeting, below is a message from Art Riley, 2020-2021
Kiwanis International President’s message, presented to Michigan Kiwanis “Let’s Talk”
Facebook videos (new speaker every Thursday night at 8:00 pm.). His talk starts playing
at 12 minute mark and your editor hopes the link starts at that point. If not, you can use
your cursor to move to that point or just enjoy the whole video. Click here or go to the MI
District of Kiwanis Facebook page and click on “Videos” to see this and other Talks.

She Did What!!!!
New member, Lorin Cartwright (left rope), rappelled
down the side of The Graduate
in Ann Arbor last week. She
was the person who raised the
most money for the event,
over $8,000!
A total of $106,000 was
raised for Friends in Deed, a
non- profit group in A2.
Check ‘em out!

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission”
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You’ve Done it Again, Kiwanis!
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale won Current Magazine’s 2020 BEST
OF WASHTENAW awards in the both the thrift store and new
business categories for 2020.
Congratulations and thanks to all the members, staff and volunteers involved. And a big Thank You to the shoppers and Known worldwide as
donors who also help make it possible.
the place for the
Click here to see the full list of winners.
“funkiest” gift.
Check for Special
Items on

Kiwanis Thrift Sale Reopening - Saturday, September 19

It’s almost here and our Kiwanis staff and leadership have been working hard these past
few months to make it happen. As mentioned previously, there will be different doors for
employees and shoppers to enter the building, and all sale workers should park in the
back and not in the front parking area
that we’re reserving for shoppers. Don’t
forget your mask and be ready to have
your temperature taken and to answer a
few health related questions. Please be
in compliance or you’ll have the wrath of
Peter Schork to deal with.

and

Every Week!

Since 1921,
proceeds from
Kiwanis Thrift
Sale, gifts from

Above/left are pictures of the new ramp
and the Antiques area. The Jewelry
and Cashier areas are similar to Antiques, with protective barriers and wider spaces between workers and shoppers. Thanks go out to Mario, Tanya,
and their awesome crews.

our members,
and the work of
our volunteers
to benefit our
community
totals over

Red Cross Blood Drive…

Today’s Blood Drive was off to a busy start, as seen below. A non-confirmed rumor had it
that over 45 people signed up to donate. Thanks to all who’ve signed up and took the time
to save a life or two...or maybe even three!

$7,500,000.

Click here to buy
Kiwanis Club of Ann
Arbor gear like this
license frame, only
$10!

Our Sponsored Programs
in Service to Youth:
Angell Elementary

Huron High School
Pioneer High

U of M Circle K

WISD Aktion Club
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FINES…

In honor of the many outstanding Ann Arbor Pioneer HS educators in attendance today, Peter Schork proposed a fine on those who didn’t have some sort of connection to Pioneer. Dale Leslie tried to avoid a fine by
adding Slauson Middle School. Both passed easily. Garry Evans next chimed in to propose a fine on Claire
Dahl for a close call between him and her bike. Claire has some friends in the Club so, although this fine
passed too, the vote was not quite as close as the encounter between Garry Evans and Claire’s bike tire.

Peter Schork

HAPPY DOLLARS…

☺ Dave Drake is $59 happy today for his upcoming 59th wedding anniversary and 88th birthday next
week.
☺ Francine Bomar threw in some happy dollars for Bob Gray’s birthday today. She was also appreciative of the 11 past presidents who stepped up to interview our newest members on such short notice.
☺ Max Ziegler is happy for both his 82nd birthday and his 56th wedding anniversary and had $138 hapDoug Ziesemer
py dollars to prove it.
☺ Lynne Lande is happy for Bob Gray’s birthday and for the countless hours he spends to ensure our
Club’s success.
☺ Peter Schork is happy for our fabulous Membership Committee and all the new members we have.
He also warns Saturday workers not to park in the front lot of the building. It’s going to be a busy, crazy
day and we’ll make it work by working together.
☺ Larry Dittmar is happy for his grandson being named captain of his soccer team.
Max Ziegler
☺ Mitch Goodkin was happy for Claire Dahl bringing in our informative speaker today and the great
work she does all around.
☺ Doug Ziesemer was happy to announce an estate being donated to Kiwanis that includes many good
items, including a unique glass and marble display case that will look great in the KC. He also gave a
shout out to the local LaFontaine Automotive Group, who put kindness above profit for a friend of his.

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS...

Daniel Clark, retired technician, sponsored by Francine Bomar. Second Publication

NEW MEMBER PROFILE…

Bob Gray

Ralph Santarpia
Sponsor: Kathie Wilder
Born and raised in Brooklyn, NY, Ralph Santarpia lived in many cities across the country, settling
in Ann Arbor, MI in the late 1980’s. He’s been in sales, marketing and merchandising since his
teens, in such capacities as a buyer for one of the largest department stores in the country
(Abraham & Straus), sales representative for national manufacturer of a casual footwear
(Dearfoam Slippers) and distributor of promotional products with Brown & Bigelow. He is also a
professional songwriter and a member with ASCAP since 1968 and has his own publishing company. He’s an active volunteer with The Ark & UMS.
Welcome to the Club, Ralph!

A Note from the Scholarship Committee
Your Kiwanis Club Scholarship Committee is especially pleased to present our Ann Arbor Kiwanis Club Foundation Donors list for 2020, along with a brief summary of our financial report for this fiscal year. Our club has
had a remarkably successful year. Kiwanis scholarship funding supported a total of 24 Washtenaw Community
College students, 21 of whom were academically successful, and 8 of whom have actually crossed their personal “Finish Lines,” and received their college Associate degrees.
In addition to the wonderful academic success of our WCC student scholars, the accompanying donor list also
demonstrates just how remarkably generous our club members and other donors have been. In order to continue our tradition of providing 20 student scholarships each year at WCC, we needed to raise a total of $73,000.
We started with the marvelous support of the Ray and Eleanor Cross Foundation ($16,000), and our own AA Kiwanis Club Foundation ($27,000), but we still needed to add $30,000 in individual donations to reach our goal.
Well, as you already know, we blew past that amount by almost $10,000 in the climatic week of our April fundraising, and this means we’ll almost certainly maintain Kiwanis’ number one position in providing student scholarships at Washtenaw Community College. So, THANK YOU to our generous donors, and THANK YOU as well to
all of our club members, volunteers, and others who supported us with encouraging words and vigorous enthusiasm for the important role that Kiwanis plays in the Ann Arbor area community. You are the best!
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September 2020
Mon

Tue
1

6

7

LABOR DAY
NO MEETING
TODAY

2

8

Zoom Meeting
Michigan Football Update

14 Zoom Meet- 15

13

ing Who’s Going Donations acto Win the Elec- cepted 9am—
tion
3pm

21 Zoom Meet- 22

20

ing Affordable
Housing

Donations accepted 9am—
3pm

28 Zoom Meet- 29

27

Wed

ing UM Museum Donations acof Art
cepted 9am—
3pm
Mott Pot Week

KYP Meeting
7pm

9

Thu
3

No Vouchers
until further
notice

10

No Vouchers
until further
notice

16

17

No Vouchers
until further
notice

23

24

No Vouchers
until further
notice

30

Fri
4

Sat
5

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

11

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

18

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

25

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

12

No Sale or Donations until further
notice

19

Thrift Sale
reopens for
business!
9am –1pm

26

Thrift Sale
9am—1pm

Donations accepted 9am—
3pm Tuesdays
and Thursdays
beginning 9/15

October 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

No Vouchers
until further
notice

Thrift Sale
9am—1pm

4

5

6

7

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

Haiti Nursing
Foundation
Update

Student Athlete
Wellness

Donations accepted 9am—
3pm

Election Update Donations accepted 9am—
3pm

Literati
Bookstore
Mott Pot Week

Donations accepted 9am—
3pm

KYP Meeting
7pm

No Vouchers
until further
notice

No Vouchers
until further
notice

No Vouchers
until further
notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

No Sale or Donations until
further notice

Thrift Sale
9am—1pm

Thrift Sale
9am—1pm

Thrift Sale
9am—1pm

●●The fact that you are taking time to read this indicates a high aptitude for being a newsletter editor  Email John Kidle at jkidle@gmail.com immediately to volunteer ●●

Sun

This Week’s
Numbers
Attendance
70

Fines

Deferred

Happy $ IOUs
Keep filling
those jelly jars!

Mott Pot
$0 Today

$408 YTD estimate

Vouchers
$0
0 Families

$38,179 YTD
192 Families
YTD

Thrift Sale
Mon - Friday
Closed
Saturday
Closed
Other
$0
TOTAL
Closed
$547,987 YTD
(Unofficial)
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KIWANIS CLUB
ANN ARBOR

Meetings:
Noon on Mondays at

Interested in becoming a member? Please send an e-mail
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org.

The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler, Suite C
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755

www.a2kiwanis.org
Building Phone:
734-368-9738
The Kiwanis Center

Sale and Donation Hours
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale
At The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler at Jackson
Fridays and Saturdays
9am-1pm
Saleable Donation Drop
Off:
Fridays and Saturdays
9am-12:30pm
Call for Donation Pickup:
734-665-0450

THE NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY in Ann
Arbor was the home of the Kiwanis Thrift
Sale -a Thursday, Friday & Saturday
event- from 1948 through 1967. Literally
tons of merchandise was moved from
storage in every nook and cranny in
town. Pictured in the process of sorting
are Mrs. Ray McCalla and Mrs. Fred
Schmid (January, 1952).
At the opening bell, 800
people filed through the
door with an equal distancing of 3 inches and
(yikes!) even a smoker
was present.
Thanks to Dale Leslie for
providing!

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters...
Other Links:
• Michigan District Kiwanis
•
•

•

•
•

Click here to read the latest
Michigan Builder.
Kiwanis International
Kiwanis Young Professionals
of Washtenaw County Meets
7pm first Wednesday of
Month
U of M Circle K
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM
Union or League (Check
Calendar on Website)
Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti
Meets Noon Wednesdays at
EMU Student Center
Ann Arbor Western, Meets
Noon Tues. at The Sports
Bar Westside

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net
Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450
Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474
Harry Hawkins, West Hawk Industries—Advertising Specialties
Promotional Products of All Types 734-761-3100, sales@westhawkpromo.com

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com
RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com

