
 

WHAT’S INSIDE: 

PAGE 2 

Guests, Hospitality, An-
nouncements 

PAGE 3 
Announcements Contin-
ued, Meetings, Happy 
Dollars 

PAGE 4 

Today’s Slides 

PAGE 5 
Campership Pledge 
Form 

PAGE 6 

Blood Drive Flyer 

PAGE 7 

Club Calendar and 
Weekly Numbers 

PAGE 8 

Club Info, Memory 
Gem, Thanks to Our 
Advertisers 
 

NOTICE 
Pursuant to Governor 
Whitmer’s executive or-
der, the Kiwanis Center  
is closed to the public 
and for member, volun-
teer, and staff activi-
ties—including ac-
ceptance of donated 
goods—until further no-
tice. 

 

NEXT WEEK’S 

PROGRAM... 

June 1—TBD 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS... 
June 8—Oshki, a Sus-
tainable Apparel Compa-
ny. Speaker: Jackson 
Riegler. Introduction by 
Dennis Powers. 

June 15—KEEP Update. 
Speakers: UM SEAS 
Graduate Students. Intro-
duction by Margaret 
Krasnoff. 

June 22—Gordon Hall 
Update. Speaker: Beverly 
Hill. Introduction by Evan 
LeRoy. 

June 29—Ann Arbor 
Summer Festival. Speak-
er: Mike Michelon. Intro-
duction by Deb Jones. 
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To begin our meeting Claire Dahl played ‘America’, which we all sang at home and Larry 
French gave a Memorial Day invocation. Today’s club meeting was recorded. Click this link if 

you would like to see it again. 

TODAY’S PROGRAM… The Peace Corps Today  
Dennis Powers introduced our speaker; 
Peace Corps Volunteer Abbey Edwards. 
The Peace Corps has a special connection 
to the University of Michigan. On the night 
of October 14, 1960 John F. Kennedy pro-
posed the idea to a vociferous crowd of 
young people on the steps of the Michigan 
Union. He officially started the Peace 
Corps by signing executive Order number 
10924 on March 1, 1961. It has continued 
ever since, sending young—and older—
people around the world bringing technical 
advice and assistance to underprivileged 
people in need of help. 

There are approximately 8,000 volunteers 
in the Peace Corps today. 65% are female, 

35% are male, and 34% of today’s volunteers are non-Caucasian. Their average age is 26, 3.2% 
are over the age of 50, and they serve in 61 countries around the globe. Our speaker graduated 
from the University of Michigan School of Public Health in 2019 with a Bachelors degree in Com-
munity and Global Health. She joined the Peace Corps after graduation to serve as a community 
health facilitator in Peru. She lived in a 600 person community working with local institutions on 
community health promotion until the Corona Virus Pandemic led the Peace Corps to initiate an 
emergency evacuation of all volunteers around the world on March 15th. 

Abbey told us about the Peace Corps screening process used to select Peace Corps volunteers 
process and shared her recollections of service there—she loves talking about the Peace Corps. 
The overall goal of the Peace Corps is promoting world peace and friendship through three main 
goals that have remained the same since the Peace Corps was founded: 

1) To help people of interested countries in meeting their need for trained men and women.  

2) To help promote a better understanding of Americans on the part of the peoples served. 

3) To promote a better understanding of other peoples on the part of Americans. 

Her training consisted of three months of training in Lima, learning the Spanish language and Pe-
ruvian culture, and getting accustomed to living with a host Peruvian family. She met 55 other 
Peace Corps volunteers who she said are a most impressive group of people, and some of her 
best friends. After training, she went on to a planned 24-month assignment in the community of 
Levanto, Amazonas—otherwise known as the ‘Eyebrow of the Jungle’ in the Andes Mountains. It 
is an agricultural community at an elevation of 9,000 feet. Their main crops are potatoes, vegeta-
bles, and grains. Her role as a health facilitator focused on three main issues: anemia, chronic 
malnutrition, and adolescent pregnancy. 

Abbey’s assignment was cut short when she received the COVID-19 evacuation notice on March 
15th to consolidate with other volunteers at the regional capital. From there she took a 24-hour 
bus ride to Lima and then flew to Miami, then Atlanta, and finally to Flint and home in Owosso. It 
was an arduous undertaking. She is hoping to go back to resume her service after the pandemic 
is over. 

Abbey created a blog of her Peace Corps experience at www.mypeaceofperu.com where you can 
see photos and read more about her service. You can also e-mail her at abbeyeds@umich.edu 
for additional information. See selected slides from the presentation on page 4. 

May 25, 2020 

Abbey Edwards 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rk2fBlkWIvo&feature=youtu.be
http://mypeaceofperu.com/
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
Mary Schwartz; Lamese Saab, Incoming Family Relations Chair from Circle K; Gina Savasta-
no, Circle K Alum; Arno Buhrer, guest of Pat Buhrer; Elissa Benedek, guest of Dick Benedek; 
Diana Yassin, Incoming Vice President of Circle K; Jaylene Gutierrez, Immediate Past Presi-
dent of Circle K; Bev Seiford, guest of Dennis Powers; and Abbey Edwards, today’s speaker. 
Welcome! 

HOSPITALITY… 
Jane Talcott reported that Larry French was a guest of Saint Joe’s Hospital for one night last 
week so we are all glad to see him today on Zoom. Max Ziegler reported that he had a socially
-distanced visit with Gary Elling and his wife Liz as they were walking in the park. 

Jane said that she felt  personal loss at the announcement of the passing of John Eman last 
week. She described him as being a real gentleman who was supportive of everything good in 
our community. Among his many endeavors and honors is his honorary membership in our 
club. Jane will send a card to his wife of 59 years, Carol. See the obituary here. 

Clarence Dukes reports that he is doing fine. and he wishes us well. He was happy to report 
that  he was able to get out and have dinner with family yesterday in Dixboro and that they are 
seeing to groceries for him. Lynne Lande is scheduled to have to have hip surgery on 
Wednesday and we pray that that it is an uncomplicated operation with a quick recovery. 

Our very long term volunteer, Gloria Bignall, turned 91 this past Friday. Her late husband, 
Dick, was a member of our club. Jane spoke with Gloria yesterday and asked how her 92nd 
year was starting out. Gloria said the only downside was her concern for her hometown of Mid-
land which was suffering from flooding after a dam break. She had just listened to a sermon on 
her iPad and was ready to do battle with the squirrel and chipmunks who undermine the gar-
dening and bird feeding that she does on her deck. Gloria has a son in town who is her rock. 
He is seeing to her errands and groceries. She also has been repainting small furniture and 
other items. 

President Dan asked if anyone was aware of anyone in our extended Kiwanis family who has 
the Corona Virus. Fortunately, no one spoke up. Fred Sanchez will do Hospitality next month. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS… 
• Charlie Phibbs reported that Chelsea Kiwanis is not meeting tonight but that they will meet 

next Monday. Ann Arbor Western is meeting on Tuesday as usual. 

Interested in attending AA Western and Chelsea Kiwanis Club Zoom meetings? AA West-
ern meets Tuesdays at 12:10pm; Zoom ID# 275 471 6224; password AAWestern. Chelsea 
meets Mondays at 7:00pm; Zoom ID# 232 537 5951; password 598109. 

• President Dan said that Carla Summers continues to have masks. If you want one  con-
tact her. He also said that the reason that Claire Dahl was not in attendance at today’s 
meeting is because she is sewing more masks. She has done well over a hundred of them. 

• Larry French reported on the Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation:  
On this the last Monday of the month when we generally pass the Mott Pot I thought it 
might be an appropriate time to present information concerning the operations of the 
Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation (KMF) and the Mott Pot. In this fiscal year KMF is 
budgeted to provide $228,500 to the four hospitals it serves with Mott receiving 
$107,600 of the funds. KMF has adequate funding through July, but because some 
Clubs have not been able to pursue their normal fund raising activities because of the 
“stay at home order” KMF may have difficulty funding the hospitals in August and Sep-
tember.  

KMF has an Endowment Fund and an Investment Fund, and these funds are utilized 
annually on a formula similar to what we use for our Reserve Fund to assist with the 
hospital programs. About $30,000 will be used in August or September. With this fund-
ing it is probable KMF will be short about $20,000-$25,000 for the year.  

Our Mott Pot contributions go exclusively to Mott, not to the other hospitals. Our nor-
mal contribution to KMF is distributed to all the hospitals via the budget process de-
scribed above. Our Foundation contributed $10,604 in October 2019 to KMF which 
was about 80% greater than the suggested contribution of $45 per member or $5,850. 
These funds came from our Foundation’s Reserve Fund not from sales dollars or other 
sources. Although I do not have the exact numbers I am estimating we have given 
about $1,500 this year to C.S. Mott Hospital through the Mott Pot donations. Obviously 
we have already met our obligation plus, but a potential shortfall remains.  

Larry suggested we give consideration to first putting some money in the Mott Pot, as... 

~Continued on page 3~ 

https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?n=john-fredric-eman&pid=196217127


ANNOUNCEMENTS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2... 

• ...Mott needs the extra money more than ev-
er, and second making a personal contribu-
tion to KMF in an amount that you feel appro-
priate—or sell the voucher tickets issued to 
you which would benefit both KMF and the 
Michigan District. 

For the Mott Pot donation, make a check pay-
able to the Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Foun-
dation with ‘Mott Pot’ noted on the memo line 
and mail to 100 North Staebler Road, Suite C, 
Ann Arbor, Mi 48103-9755 or utilize the elec-
tronic gifting method through our website illus-
trated by Ken Hillenburg at today’s meeting. 

If you donate to the KMF, make a check paya-
ble to the Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation and 
mail to Kiwanis of Michigan Foundation, PO 
Box 231, Mason, MI. 48854. Insert ‘Kiwanis 
Club of Ann Arbor’ on the memo line. 

If you have any questions relative to any of 
this please contact Larry at 734-276-1253 or 
flarry117@gmail.com. 

• President Dan reviewed club operations and 
plans for reopening, noting that we still have 
revenue in the form of rents coming in. One 
tenant is expanding into where another had 
been, and a new tenant is considering renting 
space. 

Our regular Friday/Saturday sales are not 
easily dealt with in terms of when we can reo-
pen. There are executive orders from the Governor, but they have to be read carefully 
as some sections supersede previous executive orders. These are the most detailed set 
of guidelines and they often incorporate CDC guidelines which can be complicated. We 
will have to provide masks for people who show up without their own mask and we will 
need a procedure to deal with people who refuse to wear a mask. We may have to limit 
the number of people that enter the building. When we reopen may depend on when we 
can get enough volunteers to run our sale. The sale may also be limited to one day a 
week. 

Changes have been made and are being made to facilitate social distancing. Our aisles 
have been widened and individual workstations are being set up. Check-out areas and 
Jewelry will have to be reconfigured to include a six-foot separation. These issues are 
being looked at by our safety committee, Tanya, Mario, and SMOC. We will not be able 
to have a full working crew. These changes are being driven by concerns for safety and 
are under discussion—safety first, economics second.  Lynne Lande expressed con-
cern for de-contaminating new donations and Dan said we are setting up a quarantine 
system to store things for an appropriate time before anyone touches them. 

• Bob Johnson reported that there were no sales last week. Jim Wolfington was not at 
today’s meeting so there were no puns either. 

MEETINGS... 
Children & Youth Services to meet via Zoom at 1pm on Tuesday, May 26, and at 1:30pm 
next Monday. 

HAPPY DOLLARS… 

☺ Dale Leslie purchased an anniversary clock from our Thrift Sale that quit working. He’s 
happy to have Ralph Maten fix it and pay the Thrift Sale a fee. 

☺ John Sampselle had five happy dollars to be home, and another five for the people 
who recruited 25 new volunteers. 

☺ John Dahl was happy that Claire’s mother turned 94 on Thursday. 
☺ Max Ziegler was happy for the outstanding work of our Jewelry Department volunteers. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special 
Items on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Click here to buy 
Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor gear like this 
license frame, only 

$10! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers 

to benefit our 

community 

totals over 

$7,500,000.  

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High 
U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

https://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/donate/
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 
Attendance 

55 
 

Fines 
Deferred 

 

Happy $ IOUs 
$13 

 

Mott Pot 
$0 Today 

$408 YTD estimate 

 

Vouchers 
$0 

 0 Families 
$38,179 YTD  
192 Families 

YTD  
 

Thrift Sale 

Mon - Friday 
Closed 

Saturday 

Closed 

eBay 

$0 

TOTAL 
Closed 

$547,987 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Zoom Meeting 
Program TBD 

2 
 

3  
 

KYP Meeting 
7pm 

4  
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

5 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

6  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

7 8 Zoom Meeting 
Oshki, Sustaina-
ble Apparel  

9 
 

10  
 

11  
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

12 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

13 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

14 
 
 
 

Flag Day 

15 Zoom Meet-
ing KEEP Up-
date 

16 
 

Board Meeting 
6:30pm 

17  
 

18  
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

19 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

20  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

21 
 
 
 

Father’s Day 

22 Zoom Meet-
ing Gordon Hall 
Update 

23 
 

24 25 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

26 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

27 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

28 29 Zoom Meet-
ing AA Summer 
Festival 

 

30     

June 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

KYP Meeting 
7pm 

2 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

3 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

4 No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

Independence 
Day 

5 6 Zoom Meeting 
Program TBD 

7 8 9 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

10 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

11 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

12 13 Zoom Meet-
ing 40 Years 
Playing with 
Trucks 

14 15 16 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

17 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

18 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

19 20 Zoom Meet-
ing Boston Sym-
phony Orchestra 

21 22 23 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

24 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

25 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

26 27 Zoom Meet-
ing Program 
TBD 

28 29 30 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

31 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

 

July 2020 



    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

         

KIWANIS CLUB 
ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-368-9738 

Other Links: 

• Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

• Kiwanis International 

• Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
7pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

• U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

• Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

• Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at The Sports 
Bar Westside 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Harry Hawkins, West Hawk Industries—Advertising Specialties 
Promotional Products of All Types 734-761-3100, sales@westhawkpromo.com 

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

The Kiwanis Center 

MEMORY GEM—PERSONAL REFLECTION 
 
 
In thinking about the quality and diversity of his life, to me, there 
is a John Eman quality that has special significance. When an 
issue arose, John first wished to know your opinion—to carefully 
measure the depth and the rationale of your opinion. John pro-
vided his unique perspective based on thought, word, and deed 
that characterized his wonderful life. My superlatives about John 
Eman as an active Christian, citizen, husband, father, grandfa-
ther, and friend stretches from here to the peaceful campus of 
Albion College where he was a distinguished alumnus. I am just 
devastated about the loss of this fine man. As a former broad-
caster, John's clear speech and bass voice is a quality I also 
admired. He was an honorary member of the Kiwanis Club of 
Ann Arbor and a member of the Ann Arbor Rotary Club. My fa-
ther lived in the Glacier Hills Retirement Community (GHRC) for 
17 years and John personally cared for and was attuned to my 
dad's welfare and the others who lived and worked at GHRC. A 
true humanitarian. Praise God! Dale Leslie 

John Eman 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
https://www.mikiwanis.org/(X(1)S(cy3x1noitlsuogxkzwailiyr))/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:sales@westhawkpromo.com
https://carolsvipadventures.com/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com

