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NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 
December 14—Member 
Recognition/Hixon Awards 
Introduction: by Bob Carr.  
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS...   

December 21—
Washtenaw County Prose-
cutor, Eli Savit Introduc-
tion: by Norman Fell. 
 
January 4– Ann Arbor 
Kiwanis Centennial Cele-
bration Introduction: Bob 
Conlin 
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The meeting began with President Margaret ringing the bell, Claire Dahl on piano. The invocation was 
offered by Larry French, encouraging patience and understanding, and remembering those who lost 

their lives in the bombing of Pearl Harbor 79 years ago. Let us not forget.  
Club meetings are recorded, click this link to view today’s/past Zoom meetings. 

 

TODAY’S PROGRAM ...      A History of Ann Arbor Theaters - How It All Began                             
Dennis Powers introduced us today to Russ Collins, CEO of the Michigan Theater Founda-
tion since 1982. In 2012, he founded the Cinetopia Film Festival and he’s also the founder of 
the Art House Convergence, an annual national conference for art 
house cinema professionals that provides a forum for them to dis-
cuss the challenges and rewards of running art house theaters and 
affiliated undertakings such as film festivals, film societies, and the 
like. He served on the Board of the Ann Arbor Downtown Develop-
ment Authority from July 2005 through December 2014 and taught 
film studies from 2002 through 2013 at Eastern Michigan University. 
In 2013, he was named to IndieWire's inaugural list of "influencers" in 
the independent film industry. He holds both Bachelor and Master 
degrees from the University of Michigan in arts administration.  
 
Russ began today stating, by now, we all know what havoc COVID-
19 is wreaking in the live entertainment industry so he didn’t focus on 
this area. Instead, we were treated to over an hour of amazing facts 
and photos taking us from Ann Arbor’s humble beginnings as a 
“western” frontier town to the bustling college town we are today. It’s 
amazing to think such a grand university could have been built in a town with “more bars than 
churches”.  UM also sported the 3rd largest telescope in the world at the time. We learned 
how this happened, along with an architectural history of the local buildings involved.  
 
Live entertainment was always a part of this growth, beginning with the 3rd floor ballroom of 
Hangsterfers Confectionery Shop (1860), the Ann Arbor Opera House (which actually 
showed films) and vaudeville (a family friendly entertainment choice at the time) to current 

gems - The Michigan and State Theaters, The Pow-
er Center and The Ark - just to name a few. We also 
learned about the 1908 Student Riot that destroyed 

the Star Theater. Some things never change.  
 
Though not open, virtual programs - documen-
taries, narrations, over 3 dozen films -  are avail-
able on the Michigan Theater website. A fun and 
timely documentary, Jingle Bell Rocks, is one 
available title, humorously exploring` the history 
of failed novelty Christmas songs.  They’re also 
hosting a Virtual Watch Party this Sunday, De-
cember 13th at 5pm with It’s a Wonderful Life as 
the featured film. Sunday, December 20th’s Vir-
tual Watch Party, beginning at 5 pm,  is also a 

Sing Along featuring White Christmas. Both events require a quick and easy registration. 
 
Check out the rest of Russ’s great photos and mini history on Page 6. We thank Russ for 
spending so much time with us today and for providing us not only with a history of entertain-
ment in Ann Arbor, but also with a history of Ann Arbor in general. We look forward to the day 
we can again see live entertainment at one of our city's many and much beloved venues.   

December 07, 2020 

Today’s Speaker          
Russ Collins 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmgE4QYohR0IDJ4oEZIrWkKEae3yBmepJ
https://www.michtheater.org/
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
We were joined today by Mary Schwartz, KC Adm. Asst.; today’s speaker, Russ Collins; 
Lamese Saab, Circle K; Phyliss Robb, wife of Bill; and Elissa Benedek, wife of Dick. 
We’re happy to have you with us! 
 

HOSPITALITY… 

Lynne Lande noted the inability to have all members sign holiday cards for our fellow Ki-
wanians. She’ll still be sending out cards with well wishes from the 
Club, knowing we’re all keeping each other in thoughts and prayers 
during these uncertain times.  
 

Peter Schork updated us on John Kinzinger, who recently under-
went an originally postponed back surgery. The surgery went well and 
John is resting and recuperating at home. Calls and cards welcome.  
 

Kathy Barden was able to visit with Deb Jones, who sent a card to 
the Club thanking us for the daily cards, prayers and well wishes. 
Deb’s positive spirit continues to shine though her situation. 
 

Dan Dever reports COVID-19 has now spread to 10 members of his 
family and reminds us to stay cautious and safe, especially those in high risk groups. 
 

Dick Smit updated us on wife Dee’s recovery from recent knee surgery, noting she’s get-
ting around the house but still has some work ahead before she’ll be fully recovered.   
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS… 
►President Margaret reminded us that last week was MOTT POTT week. You can put a 

donation in your “fine/happy dollar” jar or mail in a check with “Mott Pott” 
in the memo line. You can also make a donation using credit/debit cards 
or Paypal here, choosing “Mott Pott” in the drop down menu.  

►Bob Carr announced we’ll be honoring 3 members with Hixon Fellow-
ships at next week’s meeting. Past honorees are encouraged to wear 
their awards. 

►Chris Winkler announced the completion of the 
2020/21 Club Digest, which has been mailed out to 
members. Contact Chris if you don’t receive yours with-
in the next week or so.  

►Ralph Santarpia notes Thursday is the first day of 
Hanukkah, The Festival of Lights,  and we send well 
wishes to our celebrating members, staff and volun-
teers.   

►Bob Johnson reports. though we’re not producing 
revenue with the Sale being closed, we were still able to gift $11,800 in 
merchandise to other charities in the area to be distributed to those in 
need. Dan Dever followed up, stating we’ve not stopped gifting some of 
the immense amounts of goods donated to Kiwanis. Even when open, 

we could never sell the amount of items we receive, so they’re put to good use with other 
local agencies.  

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS... 

Happy Birthday to the following members celebrating in December: Kristie 
Linton, Steve Hiller, Bob Johnson, Paul Gallagher, Sharon Keyes, 
Rick Gerlinger, Dick Benedek, Garry Donnor, Marianne D’Angelo, 
Chris Winkler, Pat Hall and Jim Meretta.  
 

FINES… 

Dale Leslie proposed a fine on his Salvation Army bell ringing partner, Francine Bomar, 
for bringing enough coins for the kettle to solve the national coin shortage. As they say, no 
good deed goes unpunished, and we voted for Francine to ante up. Dan Dever followed 
this with a fine on anyone who hasn’t donated coins to Kiwanis (a popular practice) in the 
past week. We passed this one too.   

Deb Jones 

President Margaret 

Bob Carr 

Chris Winkler 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=872G8NYFHTD6Q&source=url


☺ A very happy William Hampton had $15.25 for 1) Mary Schwartz’s twin 
sister celebrating her birthday today, 2) in honor of Mark Twain, Win-
ston Churchill, Dick Clark and, more importantly, his father’s shared 
November 30 birthdays, and 3) 2 of his fraternity brothers will be our 
guests in January.  25¢ graciously paid Francine Bomar’s fine.   

☺ Cliff Sheldon was happy for all the well wishes from members, for Jer-
ry Brown and Dave Lutton, and his card writers, especially  
Claire Dahl, who keep his spirits up.   
☺ Nick Dever was happy to see Mary Stewart and Bill 
Robb in better “locations” on Zoom.    
☺ Francine Bomar was happy to spend Saturday ringing 
bells with Dale Leslie, who was not only a great companion, but also found 
her snowman necklace after she lost it earlier in the morning.   
☺ Lynne Lande was happy to spend Saturday ringing bells with new 
member Doris Sprentall, and also for those individuals who’ve agreed to 
match all Salvation Army donations collected by Kiwanians. 

☺ Dale Leslie was inspired to question how to make a donation to the 
Salvation Army (mail a check payable to the Salvation Army to the KC 
or directly to the SA office here in town, with Kiwanis in the memo line).  

☺ Dan Burroughs had happy dollars for Chris Winkler and all of his work 
putting out the Digest. He’s also happy for ringing bells with Jim Mer-
etta, who JC Penney shoppers were drawn to, changing directions to 

make generous donations to the red kettle.    
☺ Mitch Goodkin is happy for the time to watch the many 
great history programs available on television, specifically recommending 
those narrated by Henry Louis Gates Jr.    
☺ Mary Stewart is happy her daughter Nadia and husband are relocating 
to Ann Arbor from San Francisco. They’ll be here next week!  
☺ Claire Dahl was happy to spend her 27th year in a row ringing Salvation 
Army bells with Megan Carlisle, who was a 17 year old Key 
Club member when she first joined Claire to volunteer.   
☺ Chris Winkler commended the Digest Committee for all 

the hard work they put in producing the new 2020/21 Membership Digest.    
☺ Dick Smit was happy to ring bells outside of Big Lot’s with 3 wonderful 

partners. 
☺ Bob Johnson was happy Garry Evans was able to ar-
range such a nice day in December for the Salvation Army bell 
ringing crew to work on.     
☺ Pat Hall was happy to ring bells with new member Deb 
Braden and for the kind stranger who brought them hot chocolate.     
☺ Peter Schork is happy for Russ Collins joining us today, for Mary Stew-
art’s daughter returning to MI, and for the outstanding job done by Dan Bur-
roughs and Jim Dries on the Scholarship Committee. He also showed ap-
preciation, reminding us of the many contributions to Club programs made by 
Harry Cross and his family, including father Ray Cross.    
☺ Kathie Wilder was happy to ring bells this past Saturday with Ralph 

Santarpia, and for the enthusiasm of Bob and Linda Johnson, who arrived to take 
over with music and everything needed to create a festive, giving mood.    

☺ Charlie Phibbs had $20 for 20 years of AA 
Western’s event at the Michigan Theater, allow-
ing him to sing on that grand stage.    

☺ Garry Evans was happy for all those who vol-
unteered to ring bells for the Salvation Army and 
to those who are matching funds. He happily 
answered Lynne Lande’s question of how 
much was raised by Kiwanians noting, “it must 
be a big amount because they’re still counting 
it!”.  
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special 
Items on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Click here to buy 
Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor gear like this 
license frame, only 

$10! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers 

to benefit our 

community 

totals over 

$7,500,000.  

Our Sponsored Programs 
   in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High 
U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

HAPPY DOLLARS...Every day is a good day to be happy and today was no different.     

William Hampton 

Cliff Sheldon 

Lynne Lande 

Mary Stewart 

Claire Dahl 

Dale Leslie 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 
Attendance 

70 
 

Fines 
Deferred 

 

Happy $ IOUs 
$ 

Keep filling 
those jelly jars! 

 

Mott Pot 
Give Online or 

by Check. 
 

Vouchers 
$0 

 0 Families 
$6,088 YTD  

27 Families YTD  
 

Thrift Sale 

Mon - Friday 
Closed 

Saturday 

$0 Closed Until 
Further Notice 

Other 

$0 

TOTAL 

$81,443 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
  

 
1 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

2 
KYP Meeting 

7pm 

3 
No Vouchers  

4 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

5 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

6 7 ZOOM 
State & Michigan 
Theaters  
 
 

8 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

9 10 
 

Hanukkah  
Begins 

No Vouchers  

11 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

12 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

13 14  ZOOM 
Member Recog-
nition 

15 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm 
Donations accepted 
9am—Noon 

16 17 
No Vouchers  

18 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

19 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

20 21  ZOOM  
Eli Savit 

22 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

23 
 

Festivus 
For the rest of us 

24  
No Vouchers  

25        Merry  
      Christmas 

 
 

26 
 
 
Kwanza Begins 
 

 

27 28  ZOOM 
 

 
Mott Pot Week 

29 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

30 31 
No Vouchers 

  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
   1 

No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

2 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

 

3 
 

4 ZOOM 
A2 Kiwanis 
Centennial 
Celebration 
Update 

5 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

6 
KYP Meeting 

7pm 

7 
No Vouchers  

8 
No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

9 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

10 
 

11  ZOOM 
Member  
Recognition 

12 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm 
Donations accept-
ed 9am—Noon 

13 14 
No Vouchers  

15 
No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

 

16 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

17 
 

18  ZOOM  
MLK Day 
Presentation 

19 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

20 
 
 

21 
No Vouchers  

22 
No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

 

23 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

 

24  

 
 
               31 

25  ZOOM 
Kiwanis Commu-
nity Impact  

 
Mott Pot Week 

26 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
Noon 

27 28 
No Vouchers 

29 
No Sale or 
Donations until 
further notice 

30 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

January 2021 



SMOC COVID OPERATING RULES AND PROCEDURES 
Adopted on November 3, 2020.  These rules and procedures are subject to review and modification. 

 

The following rules were established by SMOC as an update of operating procedures and COVID-19 safety measures, allowing sales 
operations to increase the number of hours and weekdays that volunteers and members may work in the building in areas of sort ing, 
pricing and stocking merchandise as well as assisting with the Voucher program. References to the “building” in this document are to 
the space occupied by the Kiwanis Foundation and Thrift Sale only. 

These rules seek to comply with Michigan Health Department guidelines and MIOSHA regulations, issued October 14, 2020, requir-
ing employers with employees/workers on site during the COVID pandemic to implement certain procedures to avoid unnecessary 
exposure of any person to the COVID virus and to maintain a safe work environment. SMOC may further modify these rules to com-
ply with changes in federal, state and local regulations governing retail operations during the COVID pandemic.   
 

These rules apply to Kiwanis members, volunteers and employees (“workers”). 
 

1. Thrift Sale and other workers coming into the Kiwanis building must participate in a daily health screening upon entry including a 
questionnaire and temperature screening. (Mario, Tanya, Liesel or any member of SMOC may conduct a screening protocol for per-
sons entering the building). Self-screening is no longer allowed under updated health regulations. 

 

2.  Mario and Tanya are designated Safety Officers, and Liesel is an Assistant Safety Officer. At least one Safety Officer must be on 
site at all times when workers are in the building. 

 

3.  Kiwanis requires 6 feet of separation between workers and/or barriers and floor markers to designate individual work stations.  
Mario to designate the number of persons allowed in any area at one time with signs and other indicia placed at work spaces as nec-
essary.   

 

4.  Face coverings must be worn at all times by everyone in the building. Masks or shields must completely cover the nose and 
mouth. Anyone observing non-compliance is encouraged to bring the lack of properly worn face covering to the worker ’s attention, 
requesting that the mask or shield be properly worn, and reporting any refusal to do so to a Safety Officer. 

 

5.  Members and volunteers must complete a new MEI Form, a Health Risk Assessment Form, a COVID-19 Training Session and be 
approved by Mario before being scheduled to work in the building. 

 

6.  The building will be open Monday through Friday from 9:00am until 1:00pm for scheduled workers (members/volunteers) to sort, 
price and stock merchandise. Members and volunteers should be assigned in advance to a designated work day before being permit-
ted to enter the building, subject to authorized exceptions. Paid employees may work different days and hours, as scheduled by the 
Sales Manager and/or the Building Committee. 
 

7.  Members/volunteers should arrive no earlier than 9:00am and enter through Door 15 (north end of East Dock) to Check-In on the 
Attendance iPad, get temperature taken and answer COVID-19 related questions by Liesel Baker. Members/Volunteers must leave 
the building at 1:00 pm when the work shift ends, unless specific advance arrangements have been made. (Note:  9:00am arrival 
allows Sales and Building employees to arrive/check in before members/volunteers arrive. The 1:00pm closing for members/
volunteers allows Sales and Building employees to complete closing activities and check out at their assigned times).    

-Mario/his designee shall designate & schedule members/volunteers for each department for sorting, pricing and sales floor. 
-Bob Gray and Ellen Webb or their designee, shall schedule Volunteers at Check-Out stations, including Cashiers, Backup 

Cashiers, Packers, Backup Packers, the Host Monitor, the Door Monitors and Parking Lot Volunteers. Bob, working with Peter 
Schork, shall schedule workers for the parking lot, including donation intake workers, parking lot attendees, and line supervisors.  
 -Schedules should be sent out in advance by Bob and Mario. 

-Bob Gray and Ellen Webb shall also schedule workers for the Voucher Program. Schedules should be sent out in advance 
by Bob. 

 

8.  Subject to permitted exceptions, operations and scheduling for each day of the week for volunteers and members, exclu-
sive of paid staff, shall be as follows, subject to changes based on experience, needs and the potential for opening sales on Fridays:  

-Monday:  members/volunteers with no health restrictions may be scheduled to work; 
-Tuesday:  members/volunteers with moderate health risks scheduled to work;  
-Wednesday:  members/volunteers with higher health risks scheduled to work; 
-Thursday:  scheduling for areas of the sales floor in which voucher clients will be shopping are limited to voucher program work-

ers. Members/volunteers who work directly with social workers and voucher clients may not be scheduled to work on the Friday or 
Saturday following any Thursday they’ve worked on Vouchers.  Voucher clients and their social worker shall be responsible for load-
ing purchased goods and removing them from the premises without assistance from paid staff. 

-Friday:  members/volunteers with no health restrictions may be scheduled to work; 
-Saturday -Thrift Sale open to the public with members/volunteers to arrive at building at scheduled times; 
-Sunday:  building closed subject to exceptions determined by the Sales Manager. 

 

If a member/volunteer of the Prep Group or a Sale Day worker assigned to the sales floor cannot work a scheduled shift, he/she is 
asked to contact Mario as soon as possible so another person can be scheduled for that shift.  Cashiers and other Sale Day Volun-
teers working in the area of the cash registers should contact Bob and/or Ellen if they cannot work as scheduled. 
 

Individual workers shall not work in the building alone. The “two-person” rule applies to all persons other than the Safety Officers, 
meaning that two members/volunteers in the same department or work area must be working at the same time, provided a Safety 
Officer is also in the building.  A Safety Officer may not be counted as the “second” person for application of this rule.   
 

Members/volunteers who violate these rules or choose not to observe them will be given a warning and a reminder that these rules 
are mandatory and put in place for the health and safety of everyone in the Kiwanis building.  A second violation will result in the 
member/volunteer being suspended from working.  The length of the suspension, terms of return, and/or disqualification from working 
shall be determined by the Sales Manager, with a review, if requested, by SMOC.  
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A Historical Overview of Entertainment in Ann Arbor.   

If you didn’t attend today’s meeting, you’re encouraged 

to watch today’s program to see more photos and to 

learn the full historical background of each photo below.  
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KIWANIS CLUB 
ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-368-9738 

Other Links*: 

• Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

• Kiwanis International 

• Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
7pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

• U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays  
(Check Calendar on Web-
site) 

• Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets 7:30pm, 1st and 3rd 
Monday of the month  

• Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tuesdays  

 
*In-person meetings suspended 

until further notice. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
CLOSED UNTIL  

FURTHER NOTICE 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Tuesdays  
9am - Noon 

 
 

Call for Donation Pickup: 
734-665-0450 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda  248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Phillip Snyder, Washtenaw Community College Foundation 
www.wccnet.edu    philsnyder@wccnet.edu  

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

INTERCLUB UPDATE… 

Larry French reports that he hopes to have a full, current schedule for local Club 
meetings and other goings on for us next week. Check back then to find out how 
you can enjoy the company of your fellow Kiwanians, even if only virtually.  

 

Dale Leslie rings bells 
for the Salvation Army 

this past Saturday,  
December 5th.  

 
Many thanks to those 
who rang bells, those 
who’ve donated, Garry 

Evans for being the 
point man each year, 
and for the generous 

matching donation be-
ing made. COVID-19 

can’t stop us from car-
ing for others.  

The Kiwanis Center 

https://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
https://www.mikiwanis.org/(X(1)S(cy3x1noitlsuogxkzwailiyr))/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.mcirclek.org/ck/home
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:philsnyder@wccnet.edu
https://carolsvipadventures.com/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com

