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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

All Monday meetings
and programs are
suspended until further notice.

Volume 11, Issue 24

March 16, 2020

REPRINT OF 3/17/2020 KIWANIS RESPONSE TO COVID-19 PANDEMIC…
The Kiwanis Operations Co-ordination Committee met March 16, 2020, to discuss the recent announcements made by Federal. State and local Health Officials in regards to Covid19 and actions which should be
implemented. Recommended courses of action were discussed and the Committee decided to make changes to our normal operations to ensure the safety of our Staff, Members, Volunteers and shoppers.
First, the Kiwanis Sale on Fridays and Saturdays is and will remain closed until further notice. No one
should allow shoppers to enter the store or building. This notice should be posted on our Website, Facebook, and other media.
Second, Volunteers may come in to work in their departments if they so wish. No one is required to come in
to work, and the decision is individual. With that said, please do not come in if you or anyone close to you is
ill or demonstrating any health symptoms, including but not limited to a fever, cough, trouble breathing, or
any other malady or vulnerability. Note, should someone simply have the flu or a bad cold, spreading such
endangers others because anyone who comes into contact with COVID 19 while suffering from some other
illness may be in even more grave danger than simply being exposed to the corona virus on its
own. Persons in any of the high risk groups, that includes older adults, those with pre-existing health issues, persons who care for young children, the elderly and/or the ill, or have someone in your household
who does, or who otherwise matches any of the at-risk groups published by Health officials, should not
come in to work, and may be sent home if they do.
Anyone who has traveled recently to or from Center for Disease Control (CDC) Level 3 countries are advised by National Health authorities to self-quarantine and self-monitor for health concerns for 14 days after
returning to the US. A hassle, certainly, but only individual action and responsibility will limit risks while no
practical ability to test for the virus exists. And if you have someone self-quarantined in your home, most
authorities apply that quarantine to everyone in the household.
For those who choose to come in to work, the following will be the only available hours of operation: 9 am to
2 pm on Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays. No other work times will be permitted without express consent and permission arranged in advance. Note, under the previously approved system for building security,
we are proceeding with installation of electronic key fobs, and so very soon you will no longer be able to use
a pass key or key code number to enter the building.
Third, because of potential contamination issues, there will be no open donuts or snacks, open or homemade food, or pre-made coffee provided. Sealed packages of snacks will be provided, and the Keurig coffee
machine will be available.
Everyone present should be washing hands within the proscribed method, wearing gloves, and/or using
hand sanitizer cleaners. Everyone present in the building should act reasonably, and practice good health
regimens. That means not congregating in close contact groups; not shaking hands or giving hugs, even if
well deserved; seeking to maintain safe social distancing practices, which currently include a six foot separation between people; and avoiding large social and work groups.
Mario Gasbarro as Sales Manager and Tanya Salamin as Safety Officer are authorized to give directives
and guidance on all practices of Staff, Volunteers, and Members. You may or may not agree with them, but
please observe their directives as such will be designed to protect the health of all of us and follow the directives of the Health authorities.
Lastly, we are exploring various services that enable telephone conferencing amongst groups of people. Thus we will encourage telephone conferences rather than in-person committee meetings. Information
on such will be published when we determine which services will be available. There are several that provide the service without charge. If you do meet, avoid small rooms and close contact seating arrangements. There is a lot of room for social distancing in the cafeteria and, for smaller meetings, the conference
rooms.
Of course all these rules and actions are subject to change based on future directives from Federal, State
and local Health Officials and input from the Board and our Kiwanis family.
As for donations, we will continue taking drop offs at the dock, using Staff, but will suspend pick ups after we
have picked up a few for which we have outstanding commitments.
Be careful and stay safe,
Dan Dever
President
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Do you have news for the
newsletter, or are you interested in advertising?
Please contact the Publisher.

Note from March Newsletter Editor, Lynne Lande...
Dear Kiwanis Family and Friends,
In these uncertain and disconnected times, it is important to maintain our Kiwanis connections and friendships, perhaps using creative ways. The purpose of this newsletter,
and ones following in the coming weeks, is to bring us closer together by sharing
news, stories from the past, and perhaps stories and pictures of how we are coping
with the current situation.
In a conversation with publishers John Kidle and Sandy Rabidoux we came up with
the following ideas:
1) Think about the people you usually sit near or talk with at a Kiwanis meeting, and reach out to them with a phone call or email message. I have discovered recently how delightful it is to add a visual connection using
FaceTime on a smart phone… much more satisfying than only hearing a
voice. You don’t have to be all dressed up... it’s just your head and upper
body that the other person sees!
2) Look through the Membership Digest and pick out a few people you haven’t talked to in a long time, especially those who may be living alone, and
give them a call or send an encouraging email. You could also check and
see if they have what they need. If they have a need you cannot fill, let
Lynne know and we’ll find resources.
3) Sandy Rabidoux suggests we “give Happy Dollars” with an account of
how we are coping at home, and perhaps include a picture. See this
week’s Happy Dollars section on page 3.
4) In all these ideas, the point is to connect and share, especially with encouragement and good spirit.
John and Sandy’s idea is to keep publishing the Newsletter until we meet again in person, and so we started thinking ahead about items people may be interested in reading or looking at:
1) Perhaps Bob Gray or others with photo collections could choose some
pictures with captions.
2) Dale Leslie might write an article and include pictures of memorable Kiwanis events.
3) It’s important for us to remember that we have lived through other difficult
times: many of our members remember World War II times and how our
families bought Victory Bonds, used ration books, and planted Victory Gardens. Sharing stories of how your family dealt with that time would be of
interest to many of us. Claire Dahl has a lot of wonderful Rosie stories
and other historical information of that time that would be inspiring.
4) Another scary time in my memory is the polio epidemic and how that limited our summer activities… I remember wanting to go swimming at
Groom’s Beach at Whitmore Lake and to go down the big slide there in the
water. How disappointed I was when our mother and father wouldn’t let us
go. Others have memories of that time, too.
5) Many of us may not have direct memories of the Great Depression, but
have family stories to share.
6) The point is to remember that we have faced and dealt with other difficulties and found ways to cope with and overcome them. Your stories will
resonate with others who read them.
7) If you have a story or “Happy Dollar” to share, please send it to John
Kidle (jkidle@gmail.com) or Sandy Rabidoux (smmamo@sbcglobal.net).
If you would like someone else to write up your story, let Lynne Lande
know anytime during March.
With warmest regards, missing you all,
Lynne

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission”
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FINES…

Some wag proposed fining everyone not present at this week’s meeting. The motion
failed for lack of a second, but save your quarters. There’s likely to be a backlog of fines
once we’re able to meet again!

VIRTUAL HAPPY DOLLARS…

☺ Virtual Happy Dollars will continue through our meeting hiatus. They’ll still cost you
a dollar even though we haven’t figured out
how to collect yet—but don’t worry, we will!
What we’d like you to do is email your Happy
Dollar information, preferably with an illustrating photo like this one of your Publisher, who is
whiling away the hours of social-distancing isolation (He’s happy because wife Marykay put
most of the puzzle together)—Hey, that just
cost me a buck! Email your Happy Dollars to
John Kidle (jkidle@gmail.com) and Sandy
Rabidoux (smmamo@sbcglobal.net) by Noon
Wednesday of each week.

Known worldwide as
the place for the
“funkiest” gift.
Check for Special
Items on

and

Every Week!

PROSPECTIVE MEMBERS...

Gordon Winther is sponsored by Bob Gray. Second publication.

HOSPITALITY…

Dave Hughes reports—I sent cards “From your friends at Ann Arbor Kiwanis” to Alan
Burg, Deb Jones, and Lyn Brown. Jerry Brown advised that Lyn will have ankle surgery on Thursday, 3/19/2020 at Michigan Medicine. Hopefully she will be able to come
home the same day.
I had a nice conversation with Gary Elling. He and Liz are doing quite well without
much outside help which is good under the circumstances that we are all facing with
COVID-19. They have two helpful daughters in town and some good neighbors that will
ask, “Do you need anything from the store?” When necessary, he can do a round trip to
a nearby market in 20 minutes. I am impressed.
Ed and Doris Conlin’s daughter, Julie Irwin, wrote—I am sorry to announce that we
are postponing my parents funeral (originally scheduled for March 28) due to the situation regarding COVID-19 (coronavirus). While this is a difficult decision, everyone's
safety, health, and well-being are our top priority. We are disappointed we will not be
able to see all of our dear friends to help celebrate Ed and Doris’ lives, we hope you
understand and honor our decision. Thank you for your love and support.

Since 1921,
proceeds from
Kiwanis Thrift
Sale, gifts from
our members,
and the work of
our volunteers
to benefit our
community
totals over

ANNOUNCEMENTS…
•

Letters about our Finish Line Scholarship program have been sent to all members.
Please participate at whatever level is suitable for you. A contribution/pledge sheet
included in this newsletter on page 5. Our goal for members-at-large donations is
$25,250. The deadline is April 30, 2020.

•

The code of conduct training session, that was scheduled for March 19 after the
voucher program, has been cancelled and will be rescheduled at a later date.

•

Ann Arbor Meals on Wheels has issued updates for volunteer involvement in light
of COVID-19. See the latest guidance at this link.

•

The latest COVID-19 information from the Washtenaw County Health Department
can be found at this link.

•

Susan Smith forwarded a link to a Michigan Medicine article, Flattening the Curve
for COVID-19: What Does It Mean and How Can You Help? It’s useful reading on
steps we can take now to slow the spread of coronavirus.

VOUCHERS…

Vouchers have been suspended until further notice.

$7,500,000.

Click here to buy
Kiwanis Club of Ann
Arbor gear like this
license frame, only
$10!

Our Sponsored Programs
in Service to Youth:
Angell Elementary

Huron High School
Pioneer High

U of M Circle K

WISD Aktion Club
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It’s too soon to say how
the Tiger trip will be
affected by the COVID19 situation. Updates
will be provided as information is known.
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March 2020
Mon

Tue

2 Song Writer/ 3

1

4

Composer David
Barrett

9 Center of the 10

8

Board Meeting
6:30pm

23 Suspended 24

29

12

KYP
7pm at Old
Town Tavern

16 Suspended 17

22

Thu
5

11

City

15

Wed

18

Vouchers

Vouchers

19

25

Fri

6 Sale & Dona- 7 Sale & Donations: TKC 9-1

tions: TKC 9-1

13

14

20

26

Sat

21

27

28

30 Suspended 31

April 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

7

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

8

9

10

11

5

6 Suspended

12

13 Suspended 14

15

16

17

18

19

20 Suspended 21

22

23

24

25

26

27 Suspended 28

29

30

●●The fact that you are taking time to read this indicates a high aptitude for being a newsletter editor  Email John Kidle at jkidle@gmail.com immediately to volunteer ●●

Sun

This Week’s
Numbers
Attendance
No Meeting

Fines
$0

Happy $
$0

Mott Pot
$0 Today

$408 YTD estimate

Vouchers

$1,986
10 Families

$38,179 YTD
192 Families
YTD

Thrift Sale
Mon - Friday
Closed
Saturday
Closed
Other
$0
TOTAL
Closed
$547,763 YTD
(Unofficial)
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KIWANIS CLUB
ANN ARBOR

Meetings:
Noon on Mondays at

Interested in becoming a member? Please send an e-mail
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org.

The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler, Suite C
Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755

www.a2kiwanis.org
Building Phone:
734-368-9738

The Kiwanis Center

Sale and Donation Hours
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale
At The Kiwanis Center
100 N. Staebler at Jackson
Fridays and Saturdays
9am-1pm
Saleable Donation Drop
Off:
Fridays and Saturdays
9am-12:30pm

Call for Donation Pickup:
734-665-0450

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters...
Other Links:
• Michigan District Kiwanis
•
•

•

•
•

Click here to read the latest
Michigan Builder.
Kiwanis International
Kiwanis Young Professionals
of Washtenaw County Meets
7pm first Wednesday of
Month
U of M Circle K
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM
Union or League (Check
Calendar on Website)
Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti
Meets Noon Wednesdays at
EMU Student Center
Ann Arbor Western, Meets
Noon Tues. at The Sports
Bar Westside

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net
Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc.
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450
Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474
Harry Hawkins, West Hawk Industries—Advertising Specialties
Promotional Products of All Types 734-761-3100, sales@westhawkpromo.com

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com
RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com

