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NEXT WEEK’S PROGRAM... 
November 9—Member 
Recognition. Introduction 
by Bob Carr 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS...   

November 16—Blue Lion 
Fitness Speaker: Ryan 
Van Bergen. Introduction 
by Dennis Powers 
 
November 23—Striking 
out Racist Terminology 
Speaker: Santiago Gomez. 
Introduction by Dennis 
Powers 
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To begin the meeting President Margaret appeared to ring the bell but, if it rang, it was very soft. The 
invocation was delivered by Past President William Hampton. William said that we do not have to stop 
living just because of Covid19 but that we just have to live differently. He also reminded us that tomor-

row is the last day that we can vote and that voting should be a joy. 
The club meetings are recorded, click this link to view today’s / past Monday Zoom meetings. 

 

TODAY’S PROGRAM…      
Dale Leslie said that it was his esteemed pleasure to introduce our speaker, Bill Ballenger 
(pictured below). Dale said that Bill ‘has been there and done that’ as far as Michigan politics are 

concerned. Dale told us Bill has served in the Michigan House of 
Representatives and also in the Michigan Senate. Beyond that, 
Dale said that Bill is a very distinguished commentator, publisher 
of his own political blog, and can talk about Soapy Williams and 
not have to explain that he wasn’t named after a bar of soap. Dale 
then asked Bill to take it over and tell us about what might happen 
tomorrow, election day.  
Bill said that in chit-chatting earlier in the day someone had asked 
him if this was the most important election of our lives and he said 
No. Or at least we don’t know yet because every 4 years he gets 
that question. He said that both parties go to pains to convince us 
of that. We can look back over time and say that certain elections 
were more important than others but, we don’t know that about this 
election yet. Bill said that, in certain respects, this is clearly the 
most unusual ever in the history of this country. The fact that we 
are having this election in the middle of a pandemic is rare but not 
unique. In 1920, the lingering Spanish flu was still hanging around 
and they had a Presidential election that year, during that pandem-

ic, and Warren Harding was elected. He said that this pandemic is different in that we have had 
quarantines, shutdowns, lockdowns, masks and social distancing.  
Bill said that the passage of Proposal 3 in 2018 liberalized the voting franchise here in Michigan, 
which legalized ‘no reason absentee voting’ and allowed same day voter registration. This combi-
nation with Covid-19 means that we have an unprecedented mail-in vote. He said that in the Au-
gust primary, the vast majority of votes cast were by absentee ballot. Additionally, nationally over 
100,000,000 votes have already been cast in this election and that this is unprecedented. This 
has changed the dynamics of the election and the way candidates’ campaign, and the way people 
react to the candidates. He says we are living in a remarkable time.  
Bill noted that in presidential election years, Michigan has the greatest number of electoral con-
tests of any state in the country. He said that if he asked us to guess the number of offices of vari-
ous sorts from Supreme Court candidates to Library Board and County Commissioners 
(considering that Michigan has 1,242 townships, each one of those townships has at least 5 offic-
ers, there are over 1,000 school board slots, etc.) it all adds up to over 11,000 contests. The rea-
son we have so many election contests in November is because, in 2012, the legislature moved 
the spring elections to November. This was due to May and June elections having only a 4 to 5% 
turnout. 
Bill said that in Michigan, Joe Biden is leading by an average of 8 or 9% in most polls but that 
there are many polls. Some show the race to be close, and anything is possible but, he believes 
that it will go to Joe Biden. He said that the race for the Senate between John James and Gary 
Peters is by far the most expensive ever, with estimates of over $200,000,000 being spent. He 
said that the polls show that Peters has a 3 to 4% lead in that race. 
Ralph Santarpia made a comment that a positive thing about absentee votes is that people have 
more time to study up on candidates and proposals. Bill said that after this election, we will learn 
more about the absentee ballot procedure and issues, such as should guns be allowed in a polling 
place? He said that these questions should be straightened out in time for the next election. 

We thank Bill for spending his afternoon with us and staying around for more  
questions after the meeting.  

November 2, 2020 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLmgE4QYohR0IDJ4oEZIrWkKEae3yBmepJ


Officers and Directors 

President: 
Margaret Krasnoff 
President-Elect: 
Ellen Webb 

Immediate Past  
President:   
Dan Dever 

FDN Treasurer:   
Greg Meisner 

Club Treasurer:   
Evan LeRoy 

FDN Secretary:   
Laura Koch 

Club Secretary:   
Kathie Wilder 

 
Board Members: 
Gordon Beeman 
Larry Dittmar 
Ken Hillenburg 
Steve Hiller 
Carol Presley 
Mary Stewart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

       

Newsletter: 

Editor 
Dave LaMoreaux 

Photos 
Len Lofstrom  

Publisher 

Sandy Rabidoux 
 
 

Do you have news for the 
newsletter, or are you in-
terested in advertising? 
Please contact the Pub-
lisher. 

Page 2 

“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  

We were pleased to be joined online by James Camp-
bell, Lt. Gov. Nancy Memmer and husband Larry Mem-
mer (both Chelsea club members), Lamese Saab, UM 
Circle K Club and Mary Schwartz, Kiwanis Admin Asst. 
We’re happy to have you with us.   
 

HOSPITALITY… 

Kathy Barden has been trying to contact Clarence Dukes for the past couple of weeks. 
She talked to him yesterday and they had the most delightful conversation. Kathy sent 
Sallie Springer a note and Sallie e-mailed back that she was getting over a hamstring 
problem; when that clears up she’ll be back volunteering at Kiwanis. She called Sally 
Lamkin and had a wonderful conversation with her. Kathy asked us to think of her and to 
give Sally a call or to send a note or e-mail.  
Update on Dick Smit: Kathy was working in the parking lot during the Saturday sale when 
a woman rolled down her window and asked who was the Dick that had breakfast regular-
ly at ‘Leo’s’ and worked at Kiwanis. She wanted to know if he was ok as he hasn’t been 
there in a while. Kathy contacted Dick and asked him if he was that Dick that ate regularly 
at ‘Leo’s’ and he said that he was; he hasn’t been there since Covid and Dick confirmed 
that he is indeed ok. Kathy’s been trying to get ahold of Mel Williams, but he didn’t an-
swer his phone, so she will send him a card to find out what he’s up to. She e-mailed Gary 
Elling and he told her to say Go Green’. He’s doing well and Liz is resting comfortably.  
Kathy asked William Hampton to give a report on someone in his family who is chal-
lenged. He started out by thanking all of those who had reached out to him concerning his 
daughter-in-law, Dawn. He had reported last week that she had tested positive for Covid-
19. Also, last week, they discovered that his wife’s sister and her scrap book partner, Sha-
ron and her husband Lee, had tested positive for Covid-19. They’re both considered to be 
‘essential employees.’ Sharon is an educator at Spring Arbor University and Lee is an Or-
dained Elder at the Church of God and Christ who also drives a city bus. For those who 
pray, William asked that you add those three people to your list of people to pray for.  
Kathy then reported that Ralph Kennedy, one of our employees at the Thrift Store, fell and 
needed staples in his head. Dan Dever reported that Ralph is back at work. He had a head 
ache afterward but, other than that, he is doing fine.  
Deb Jones, in hospice last week had requested Kathy bring chips & salsa instead of the 
ever-famous cheese and crackers and chocolate covered strawberries during her 14

th
 

week of visits there. Kathy hopes to continue these visits as long as Deb continues to do 
well and has the desire to hang in there and continue telling stories, smile at us, and ask 
about Kiwanis.  
Charlie Phibbs heard from Scot Vergal that a long-term member and 20-year treasurer of 
Ypsilanti Kiwanis, Ed Hayes, passed away November 1. There are no details at this time. 
Many of our club members may remember Ed as he had visited our club several times. 
When more information is available, Charlie will share. Kathy hasn’t seen or heard from 
Sue Dailey for a while and she has sent her a note. Garry Evans said that he spoke with 
Rip Kinney. Rip is progressing through his treatments and is doing well. He’ll get these 
treatments daily for the next two weeks. His son from Houston, Texas has been with him, 
taking him in for his treatments at the hospital. Unfortunately, his son also has problems 
with cancer. Let’s keep them all in our prayers.  
Kathy asked that if you have Hospitality updates to please contact her at: Kathleen-
Barden19@gmail.com  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS… 

 Dan Burroughs reported that Shana Barker, WCC, has given us her report which the 
Scholarship Committee has reviewed. See his summary on Page 3. 

 Mitch Goodkin reports that on Nov. 15, UM Circle K will have a 
‘Meet and Greet’ with the members of our Club. Lamese Saab (at left) 
said that this meeting has always been done in person in the past but, 
this year, it will be ‘Virtual’. It will be Sunday, November 15

th
. The start 

time is yet TBD (either 4pm to 5pm or 7m to 8pm). Lamese says that it’s 
a fun event and she hopes to get a good turnout from our Club. Bob 
Gray will send out a notification by email with more information. 

 See Page 5 for Larry French’s update on the Warm the Children 
Program and the need for volunteers on Thursday, Friday & Saturdays.  

mailto:KathleenBarden19@gmail.com
mailto:KathleenBarden19@gmail.com


 
Dan Dever proposed a fine on anyone with a birthday in November. Then, as a show of 
Brotherly Love, he graciously offered to pay his brother Nick’s fine as this is the only birth-
day gift that Dan will give his brother. This motion passed. Nick then commented that this is 
the first present that Dan has given him in the past few years.  
Nick then proposed a fine on John Dahl for not notifying his wife Claire that she doesn’t 
need to wear a mask while playing ‘My Country Tis of Thee’ because we are meeting 
through ‘Zoom’. This motion passed. 
 

HAPPY DOLLARS… 

☺ John Dahl had a Happy Dollar for Claire Dahl who was at a memorial service for a 
Rosie that had passed away. Claire has worked with this inspirational Rosie in the past. 
She was 97 years old. His second Happy Dollar is for Election Poll Workers such as 
Kathie Wilder. He said that he & Claire have both worked may elections but he is glad 
that they are not doing it this year. 

☺ Jane Talcott had a Sad Dollar for the passing of Ypsilanti Kiwanian, Ed Hayes, who 
was a very fine man who was very supportive of the community. He had been involved 
in Camp Placement.  

☺ Lynne Lande asked Ken Hillenburg how many meetings we have done via ‘Zoom’ 
and he said that it was about 30. So she had 30 Happy Dollars. She asked: Where 
would we be without ‘Zoom’? She said that Ken is a bit of a magician and that she is 
very appreciative of his ability to manage these electronic meetings for us. 

 

PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBER… 

Debra Braden, former NC Kiwanian, sponsored by Lynne Lande. Second publication. 
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special 
Items on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Click here to buy 
Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor gear like this 
license frame, only 

$10! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers 

to benefit our 

community 

totals over 

$7,500,000.  

Our Sponsored Programs 
   in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High 
U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

FINES... 

SCHOLARSHIP COMMITTEE UPDATE 
Twenty-one outstanding and deserving students 
have thus far been selected to receive Kiwanis 
Club of Ann Arbor scholarships for the 2020-21 
academic year at Washtenaw Community Col-
lege.  We have an additional nine students whose 

applications are still being processed, so we may get as many as thirty total students bene-
fitting from Kiwanis scholarships during this school year.  We can afford this marvelous ex-
pansion of our scholarship program mainly due to the remarkably generous donations of 
our members and volunteers during last spring’s fundraising drive, and because of the 
magical ability of Ms. Shana Barker at the WCC Foundation to apply our Kiwanis funds to 
the greatest number of deserving students possible.   
The following details will help explain how our scholarships are distributed.  Kiwanis pro-
vides eight first year student scholarships.  Four first year students have been selected and 
funded so far this semester, and four are still completing the application process.  
In addition, seventeen students have been selected and funded for “finish line” or second 
year scholarships, and five more are completing applications for that category of award.  
Seven of those selected so far are students who received Kiwanis funding last year, and 
ten are students new to the Kiwanis scholarship program.  
Ms. Barker reports that, so far, she has awarded Kiwanis scholarships totaling more than 
$31,250.  If the final nine students are approved our expenditures will be somewhat more 
than $40,000 for the first semester.  This spending level will allow some flexibility in our 
spending for the spring semester in 2021.  We will definitely be able to maintain funding for 
all of the students to whom we are already committed, plus have the possibility of adding 
students new to the Kiwanis program at that time.  
One more significant item concerns the use of our Kiwanis emergency fund donation.  Of 
the $2,000 we’ve donated for this year, $500 has been used.  Ms. Barker estimates that the 
remaining $1,500 amount looks adequate at this time. 
Finally, Kiwanis wants to thank both Phil Snyder and Shana Barker at Washtenaw Commu-
nity College for their outstanding support of this very successful Kiwanis program.  Thank 
you, Phil, and thank you Shana. 
Dan Burroughs, on behalf of the Scholarship Committee 

http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 
Attendance 

73 
 

Fines 
Deferred 

 

Happy $ IOUs 
Keep filling 

those jelly jars! 
 

Mott Pot 
Give Online or 

by Check. 
 

Vouchers 
$1,282 

 5 Families 
$3,843 YTD  

15 Families YTD  
 

Thrift Sale 

Mon - Friday 
Closed 

Saturday 

$11,813 

Other 

$0 

TOTAL 
Closed 

$54,647 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
1 2 ZOOM 

Politics in 2020 
3 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

4 
KYP Meeting 

7pm 

5 
Vouchers  

6 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

7 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

8 9 ZOOM 
Member Recog-
nition 
 

10 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

11 12 
Vouchers  

13 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

14 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

15 16  ZOOM 
Blue Lion Fit-
ness 

17 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm 
Donations accepted 
9am—3pm 

18 19 
Vouchers  

20 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

21 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

22 23  ZOOM  
Striking out 
Racist Terminol-
ogy 

24 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

25 26 
Thanksgiving 
  
No Vouchers  

27 
KC Closed 

28 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

29 30  ZOOM 
Who Won the 
Election?  

 
Mott Pot Week 

     

November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 
1 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

2 
KYP Meeting 

7pm 

3 
Vouchers  

4 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

5 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

6 7 ZOOM 
State & Michigan 
Theaters  
 
 

8 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

9 10 
Vouchers  

11 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

12 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

13 14  ZOOM 
Member Recog-
nition 

15 
Board Meeting 
6:30pm 
Donations accepted 
9am—3pm 

16 17 
Vouchers  

18 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

19 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

20 21  ZOOM  
 

22 
Donations ac-
cepted 9am—
3pm 

23 24  
Vouchers  

25 
KC Closed 

26 
Thrift Sale 
9am—1pm  

27 28  ZOOM 
 

 
Mott Pot Week 

29 30 31 
Vouchers 

  

December 2020 



              HAITI NURSING FOUNDATION UPDATE 
A generous member of our Cub has pledged $3,000 for a dollar for dollar match of donations from 
club members to the Haiti Nursing Foundation. John Sampselle wishes to thank all our members 
who have donated this year and in previous years. Your generosity is very much appreciated. This 

year the need at the school is critical. Please consider a donation. You can donate to the Foundation on-line and mark 
your donation for the Haiti Nursing Foundation. Or you can mail a check to the Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor Foundation 
and write Haiti Nursing Foundation on the memo line. Please make your donations by November 15

th
.  John Sampselle 

(734) 239-1442 – jsampselle@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Warm the Children 
It’s time to sign up to support Warm the Children. Volunteers are needed  to be at the store during shopping hours to be 
in control of the credit card used to pay for purchases. Larry French reports that this program provides $90 worth of 
clothing per child for the families that we support. Last year we served 1,250 children. This shopping is done at the Wal-
Mart store at State Street and Michigan Avenue, near Saline. The client families & children are checked out in the Gar-
den area of the store, which is at the north end of the store. Only ‘Warm The Children’ are checked out at this location 
so there is very limited contact with any other customers at Wal-Mart. Scheduling for the sign up for ‘Warm The Chil-
dren’ is now on the ‘Sign Up Genius’. This link has been sent to all by Bob Gray. Your assistance in this program will be 
appreciated and Larry asks that we use the link and sign up. We have 2-hour slots to fill on Thursday, Friday and Satur-
day until New Year’s Eve, from 2:00 PM until 8:00 PM. The primary responsibility for us is to have the ‘Warm the Chil-
dren’ credit card and present it to the cashier as the parents check out. In addition, our responsibility is to enter an elec-
tronic signature so that Wal-Mart knows that this is a sales tax-exempt transaction. The parents really appreciate our 
doing this and they express that in their thanks at check-out. This makes this a very rewarding experience. If you have 
any questions please contact Larry at: 734-276-1253.  
Harry Cross had a follow-up question for Larry. He said that in the past the Kiwanian volunteer went around the store 
with the family. He wondered if that will be the same this year. Larry replied that the volunteer shopper will do that this 
year but, in most cases, the Kiwanian volunteer will not go around with them. Larry said that the credit card holder vol-
unteers can be exclusively in the check-out area. They are not required to roam around the store. You can sign up using 
the link sent by Bob Gray or just click here.  
 

INTERCLUB... 

You can join a local meeting by Zoom, using the information below.  

 AA Western - 12pm Tuesdays; Zoom ID#275 471 6224; password AAWestern. 

 Chelsea - 7pm Mondays; Zoom ID# 232 537 5951; password 598109. 

 Ypsilanti - Noon Wednesdays. Zoom ID# 8755693 3310; password 065622.    
 

 

  HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL THOSE CELEBRATING IN NOVEMBER! 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4BABA922A5F8C25-warm


Locations are TJ Maxx (Maple Rd), Kroger (Maple Rd), Busch’s (Main St), Big Lot’s (Lohr Rd),  
JC Penney and Macy’s (Briarwood), Busch’s (Green Rd), Kroger (Plymouth Rd) and Kroger (Arborland) 
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CLICK HERE TO SIGN UP 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508044FAAA62FAAFD0-salvation1
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KIWANIS CLUB 
ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-368-9738 

Other Links*: 

• Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

• Kiwanis International 

• Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
7pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

• U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

• Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

• Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at The Sports 
Bar Westside 

 
*In-person meetings suspended 

until further notice. 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays  

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Tuesdays  
9am - 3pm 
Saturdays 
9am -1pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda  248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Phillip Snyder, Washtenaw Community College Foundation 
www.wccnet.edu    philsnyder@wccnet.edu  

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

MEMORY GEM 
 

 

Kathy Barden chats 

with Dwayne X Riley of 

Detroit's WDIV Channel 

4. Who remembers 

when he visited the 

Thrift Sale? 

 

 

The Kiwanis Center 

https://a2kiwanisfoundation.org/
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
https://www.mikiwanis.org/(X(1)S(cy3x1noitlsuogxkzwailiyr))/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.mcirclek.org/ck/home
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:philsnyder@wccnet.edu
https://carolsvipadventures.com/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com

