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NOTICE 

Pursuant to Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer’s 
executive or-
der Kiwanis is sus-
pending members, 
volunteers, and staff 
from any activities at 
the Kiwanis Center 
until April 14, 
2020. We are also 
suspending taking 
any donations at this 
time. 
 
 

UPCOMING PROGRAMS... 
Our next meeting is at 
Noon on Monday, April 
20 via Zoom. As was 
the case this week, a 
meeting link will be sent 
to members ahead of 
time. . 
 

MEETINGS...The Scholar-
ship Committee met at 
1:15pm Tuesday via 
Zoom. 
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TODAY’S PROGRAM...Garrett’s Space   
 

Evan LeRoy introduced today’s guest 
speakers, Julie and Scott Halpert rep-
resenting Garrett’s Space. Julie is an 
award-winning freelance journalist with 
more than three decades of experience writing for numerous national publications, including 
The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal. She also co-teaches an environmental 
journalism class at the University of Michigan. Scott was a practicing attorney for over three 
decades. He was a corporate attorney with Masco Corporation from 1990 until 2017, where 
he focused on several areas, including mergers and acquisitions, finance, data privacy and 
general contract work. 
 
Julie and Scott lost their son, 
Garrett, to suicide on Sep-
tember 7, 2017. Out of that 
unthinkable tragedy, the 
Halperts established Garrett’s 
Space—an effort dedicated to 
addressing the gaps in treat-
ment for young adults facing 
mental health challenges.  
Julie and Scott envision Gar-
rett’s Space as “a supportive 
space with a non-medical 
feel, a retreat from the out-
side world where young 
adults feel safe and support-
ed”.  
 
As described on their web-
site, services offered would 
include: individual and group 
therapy; coping strategies for 
broken relationships; support 
for families; peer support from young adults who have experienced similar struggles; and an 
extensive array of holistic options focused on teaching healthy behaviors and promoting well-
ness. The fully operational residential center will take time and money to become a reality. In 
the meantime, the Halperts have partnered with the University of Michigan Depression Cen-
ter to implement services and programs in the near term.  
 
We thank Julie and Scott for being with us today and sharing their goal of turning such a  
tragedy into something that will change and save lives for years to come. 
 

 
Mental illness affects many people, regardless of age, gender, or position in 

society. Sometimes it’s the person you’d least expect to be depressed who is 
suffering the most. Depression can be a short term reaction to a life event or 

a chemical imbalance causing issues throughout one’s lifetime. If you are 
feeling depressed or anxious, please seek help!  

It’s ok to not be ok 

April 20, 2020 

Garrett was a compassionate, bright, athletic young man with a 
quick wit. Yet, when he began to struggle, though surrounded by 
supportive friends and family, he felt alone. He craved a support-
ive, holistic place to heal. Garrett’s Space is intended to fill that 
need for other young adults experiencing distress due to mental 

health issues. 

https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/whitmer/0,9309,7-387-90499_90705-522626--,00.html
https://www.garrettsspace.org/
https://www.garrettsspace.org/
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“Serving the Children of the World…our motto, our mission” 

KIWANIS/WCC FINISH LINE SCHOLARSHIPS…THE HOME STRETCH! 

See the Finish Line Scholar-
ship Contribution/Pledge 
Form on Page 5 to mail a 

check or click the link below 
to be taken to the Kiwanis 
Paypal page to make a do-

nation on-line.  

                
 

We’re just days away from the deadline to donate to the Kiwanis Finish Line Scholarship 
Fund. At this time, we’re at 72% of our goal of $25,250 with $18,300 donated to date. We 
thank those listed below who’ve donated and apologize to anyone we’ve missed. Please 
see Page 3 for a note from the Scholarship Committee and letters from past scholar-
ship recipients. You’ll also find the link there to donate on-line through Paypal. Thank you! 
 
Ray Argyle, John & June Bassett, Richard & Elissa Benedek, Pat & Arno Buhrer, Dan & Adrienne 
Burroughs, Bob & Jeannette Carr, John & Claire Dahl, James & Cathie Dries, Larry & Linda French, 
George & Mary Gilligan, Richard Goff, David Hughes, Bob & Linda Johnson, John & Marykay Kidle, 
Andrea Kotch Duda, David LaMoreaux, Eloise & Mark Lavin, Gerry Luke, Judy Lynn, Charlie Phibbs, 
Dennis Powers, Sandy & Mark Rabidoux, Bill & Phyliss Robb, Ralph Santarpia, John & Nancy 
Schenk, Peter & Annette Schork, Cliff & Ingrid Sheldon. Sallie Springer, Jane Talcott, Ellen Webb, 
Max & Carol Ziegler  
 

GUESTS AT OUR CLUB…  
Today’s guests included Sarah Wasson, daughter of Dick Benedek. Sarah logged in from 
Fort Collins, Colorado where she is a member of the Early Risers Club. Dick’s wife Elissa 
was also present as a guest. Other guests who may or may not have been out there in the 
ether, were prospective members Ken Jones and Gordon Windsor—both invited by Bob 
Gray. 

HOSPITALITY… 
Max Ziegler reported that Ray Argyle has experienced a recur-
rence of a previous medical problem and is consulting with doc-
tors on next steps. Don Kossick asked if we could get a report 
on Kiwanians who are currently living in assisted living settings? 
Bob Gray reported that John Bassett is doing well at StoryPoint. 
Several members commented on the April 7th passing of Edward 
Couture due to a heart attack. Ed and his wife Marilyn worked as 
volunteers in the book department downtown for many years. You 
can view the obituary at this link. 
John Dahl advised that Andrea Kotch Duda's mother-in-law 
passed away after a long illness. She was an original Rosie and 
celebrated her 100th birthday on Halloween. President Dan 
Dever again asked if anyone was aware of individuals in the Kiwanis family impacted by 
COVID-19. Larry French said his daughter, Connie, and daughter-in-law, Karen have re-
covered from the virus. Karen was especially sick for about two weeks, was treated at an 
urgent care facility but never hospitalized. Their two children never showed any symptoms. 
 

KIWANIS IS 

CLOSED FOR 

DONATIONS 

UNTIL  
FURTHER 

NOTICE 

 
We’ll see you as 

soon as it’s safe 

to open again! 

Edward Couture 

https://obits.mlive.com/obituaries/annarbor/obituary.aspx?n=edward-craig-couture&pid=195977207
https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=GlhJrQEjob6i0aIA0vYjyQNyDGPC7sV1v_1lYsT5HW-8OO460sxTFK-HQNE5Uk8N2k9V30&country.x=US&locale.x=EN_US


A Note from the Kiwanis Scholarship Committee 
Your Kiwanis Scholarship Committee is excited to have reached the 

homestretch of our fundraising campaign for 2020.  Thank you so much 

to those of you who have donated already.  Your generosity means that 

we have now reached $18,300, or 72% of our $25,250 goal.  Still, there is 

much work to be done in only 8 more days.    
 

Unfortunately, we all remain stuck in the middle of an unsettling pan-

demic that has resulted in tremendous financial uncertainty.  Donating 

to worthy causes is tougher than it’s been for many years.  Even so, we 

believe that good ol’ Kiwanis generosity and effort will push us to our 

goal, and that we will again provide 20 full year scholarships to the hard 

working and deserving students at Washtenaw Community College. 
 

We hope that all of you will be willing to participate in this closing ef-

fort.  We aren’t concerned about the amount each of us can give; we’d 

just like you to participate.  If participation means $10, or $25, or $50, 

that’s great.   All these amounts, large and small, are part of our Kiwanis 

team effort, and we know our team is the best. As a reminder and for a 

boost in your motivation, we provide these words from two of the student 

scholars we supported this year:  

Dear Kiwanians, 
From the absolute bottom of my heart and all of the hearts of the students that you 
support, I want to thank you for continually choosing to put your faith in the future by 
bestowing all of us with such selfless donations.  I take it to heart that I am entrusted 
with a duty to rise to be a resource to the greater community when I finish my studies 
in Radiologic Technology.  It's my aim to do you all very proud and to pay the gesture 
forward when I am able.  Thank you again! Appreciatively, 
Michael K. 

Dear WCC Foundation and Ann Arbor Kiwanis, 
Your assistance towards my education means a lot. Like many I have struggled all se-
mester because I have heard about being laid off.  Then it happened, I got laid off. Your 
help makes it possible for me to finish biology classes and continue my degree. One 
day I hope to get a better job and, when that day comes, be able to pay it forward and 
support others in the community. Thank you so much for helping me and others during 
this Covid-19 Pandemic.   
Sincerely 
E.M.   

Finally, since our procedure for receiving regular mail has been so cumbersome, 

we will provide a new and simple way for you to make your donation.  Just click 

on the link shown below.  It will connect you to a Kiwanis page that will allow 

you to make your donation through Pay Pal.  Give what you can.  Thank you 

Everyone! 
 

Click here to be directed to the Kiwanis PayPal page, where you can 

make a donation of any size to help us meet our goal.  
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Known worldwide as 
the place for the 

“funkiest” gift. 

Check for Special 
Items on 

 
and 

 
Every Week! 

Click here to buy 
Kiwanis Club of Ann 
Arbor gear like this 
license frame, only 

$10! 

Since 1921, 

proceeds from 

Kiwanis Thrift 

Sale, gifts from 

our members, 

and the work of 

our volunteers 

to benefit our 

community 

totals over 

$7,500,000.  

Our Sponsored Programs 
in Service to Youth: 
 
 Angell Elementary Huron High School 

Pioneer High 
U of M Circle K WISD Aktion Club 

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?token=GlhJrQEjob6i0aIA0vYjyQNyDGPC7sV1v_1lYsT5HW-8OO460sxTFK-HQNE5Uk8N2k9V30&country.x=US&locale.x=EN_US
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
http://annarbor.craigslist.org/search/sss?query=kiwanis&sort=rel
http://www.kiwanissale.com/ebay.htm
http://defininggeeks.com/collections/kiwanis-club-of-ann-arbor
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
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ANNOUNCEMENTS… 

• Some members asked if Zoom meeting links and passwords could be published in the newsletter. We have decided 
not to do that because of the increased risk that the meetings might be breached by unauthorized persons. The regular 
Monday meetings are recurring Zoom meetings and always have the same meeting ID and password as you have previ-
ously used. Other meeting links should be obtained from the meeting organizer, or you can check with Ken Hillenburg. 
Ken is also available to help if you’ve been having difficulty using Zoom. 

• Ellen Webb’s mask production operation continues full steam. She has masks available for members and volun-
teers who need them—including our Meals on Wheels volunteers. 

• The Kiwanis Center is closed, but Mario and Tanya along with two others, are modifying work areas to increase so-
cial distancing in anticipation of the day the sale can resume. 

• The Board met Tuesday at 6:30pm. These meetings remain open to members. Contact Ken Hillenburg for the 
meeting link. 

INTERCLUB & DISTRICT NEWS from Lieutenant Governor Charlie Phibbs…  

 The Chelsea club continues to meet on Monday evenings via Zoom, and AA Western is going to start Zoom meet-
ings. Email Charlie if you want the meeting links. Online attendance counts toward interclubs. 

 

 Great News! Nancy Memmer of the Chelsea Club has asked to be the Lieutenant Governor for 2020-2021. She 
was nominated by Kathie Wilder of the Ann Arbor club and seconded by Joyce Wresche of Ann Arbor Western. 
Brighton and Chelsea (obviously) voted unanimously! Our club also held a quick Zoom vote of 47-0 in favor of Nan-
cy’s nomination. 

 

 Kathy Alexander, Administrative District Secretary, is retiring May 8 after 37+ years with the District office. SHHH! 
This request is secret! A surprise for Kathy! Please donate for gifts for Kathy. Greg Smith is responsible for the 
Monies and Gifts. Send Money donation to: 

Denny Kiroff, 102 Chicksaw Trail, Prudenville, MI  49651 
      Contact Denny at dpkiroff@charter.net with any questions. 

HAPPY DOLLARS… 

Chris Winkler had happy thanks to our members who have continued delivering Meals on Wheels, and for two 
new volunteers: Chief Justice of the Michigan Supreme Court, Bridget McCormack; and Kari Longacre, Chris’s 
neighbor. Chris was also happy his daughter’s restaurant, Cardamom, is beginning pickup service for fully 
cooked dinners, to be picked up cold with reheating instructions. See more information here. 
 

Martha Petroski was happy that Zingerman’s remains open employing area young people and providing for 
her breakfast pickup needs. 
 

Dale Leslie—after a brief interlude for Today’s Program—was happy his son was able to contact Sarah Was-
son (Dick Benedek’s daughter). Dale’s son is on the faculty of Colorado State in the same town where Sarah 
lives. 

 

WHAT IS THE BEST NEW BUSINESS, THRIFT STORE AND SERVICE ORGANIZATION IN WASHTENAW COUNTY? 
 

Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor was nominated “The Best of Washtenaw County” in three categories – NEW BUSI-
NESS - THRIFT STORE and SERVICE ORGANIZATON!! Thank you for your help. NOW, Current Magazine is open 
for voting for the “Best of Washtenaw” issue which comes out in July. This is a great opportunity for Kiwanis 
that will help remind Washtenaw County residents of the great Club we have. And we qualify in THREE cate-
gories!  AND you can vote for one candidate per category per email address each day!   

 Please visit ecurrent.com , click on the underscored line for Current Magazine and then choose “Best Of” at the top of the 
page. Then scroll down to “Shopping” 

 Under “Shopping”, Select “New Business” first and choose “Ann Arbor Kiwanis”.   

 Then, still in “Shopping”, scroll down to the category “Thrift Store” and  choose “Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor”.  

 Then scroll down to “Nonprofits/Community" and choose “Educational/Youth Services Nonprofit”. Then choose “Kiwanis Club 
of Ann Arbor”. 

You have now done your part to help us WIN in ALL THREE categories. At the end, go to other categories to vote for any other 
group for any other category. And if you scroll through, there are several non-profits which we have had as speakers, like Hope 
Clinic and Leslie Science Center. Nominations are being accepted through midnight on May 15.  

Remember, anyone can vote for one candidate per category per email address each day!  

https://www.cardamompickup.com/
https://www.ecurrent.com/
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A Blast from the Past...Who Remembers the 2012  
Kiwanis Fashion Show? Enjoy! 
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This Week’s 
Numbers 

 
Attendance 

64 
 

Fines 
$0 

 

Happy $ IOUs 
$3 

 

Mott Pot 
$0 Today 

$408 YTD estimate 

 

Vouchers 
$0 

 0 Families 
$38,179 YTD  
192 Families 

YTD  
 

Thrift Sale 

Mon - Friday 
Closed 

Saturday 

Closed 

Other 

$0 

TOTAL 
Closed 

$547,763 YTD 
(Unofficial) 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
 

2 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

 

3  
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

4  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

5 6 Meetings 
Suspended 

7 8 9 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

10  
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

11  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

12 13 Zoom Meet-
ings  at Noon 
Garret's Place 

14 15 16 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

17  
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

18  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

19 20 ZOOM 
Meeting at Noon  

21 
 

22 23 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

24  
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

25  
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

26 27 ZOOM 
Meeting at Noon 

28 29 30 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

  

April 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
     1 

No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

2 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

3 4 Meetings 
Suspended 

5 6 7 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

8 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

9 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

10 11 Meetings 
Suspended 

12 13 14 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

15 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

16 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

17 18 Meetings 
Suspended 

19 20 21 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

22 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

23 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

24 25 Meetings 
Suspended 

26 27 28 
No Vouchers 
until further 
notice 

29 
No Sale or Do-
nations until 
further notice 

30 
No Sale or Dona-
tions until further 
notice 

31       

May 2020 



    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

For those who weren’t around 
yet or those who’ve simply 

forgotten… 
The beautiful wood case 

housing our member badges 
was created by our very own 
Chris Winkler back in 2012. 
Thanks again for taking the 
time to provide for the Club. 

Let’s hope we’re wearing 
those badges again soon!    

KIWANIS CLUB 
ANN ARBOR 

Meetings: 
Noon on Mondays at 

The Kiwanis Center 
100 N. Staebler, Suite C 

Ann Arbor, MI 48103-9755 

www.a2kiwanis.org 

Building Phone:   
734-368-9738 

Other Links: 

• Michigan District Kiwanis 
Click here to read the latest 
Michigan Builder. 

• Kiwanis International 

• Kiwanis Young Professionals 
of Washtenaw County Meets 
7pm first Wednesday of 
Month 

• U of M Circle K  
Meets 7pm Thursdays at UM 
Union or League (Check 
Calendar on Website) 

• Kiwanis Club of Ypsilanti 
Meets Noon Wednesdays at 
EMU Student Center 

• Ann Arbor Western, Meets 
Noon Tues. at The Sports 
Bar Westside 

 
 

Sale and Donation Hours 
The Kiwanis Thrift Sale 
At The Kiwanis Center 

100 N. Staebler at Jackson 
Fridays and Saturdays 

9am-1pm 
 

Saleable Donation Drop 
Off: 

Fridays and Saturdays 
9am-12:30pm 

 
Call for Donation Pickup: 

734-665-0450 
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Interested in becoming a member?  Please send an e-mail 
to MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org or visit the website www.a2kiwanis.org. 

Thanks to Our Advertising Supporters... 

Jim Carey Realtor®, Charles Reinhart Realtors 
734-717-5591, jcarey@provide.net 

Andrea Kotch Duda, CFP®, Raymond James and Associates, Inc. 
www.RaymondJames.com/andreakotchduda, 248-932-5450 

Gardner & Associates, P.C., Attorneys 
Ron@GardnerLawAA.com 

Betty Jean Harper, Visiting Vet 
Veterinary Visits in YOUR Home 734-475-9474 

Harry Hawkins, West Hawk Industries—Advertising Specialties 
Promotional Products of All Types 734-761-3100, sales@westhawkpromo.com 

Carol's VIP Adventures - Group Travel for Active Adults 
Carol Presley, Travel Coordinator carolsvipadventures.com 

RE/MAX Platinum Realtors, Doug Ziesemer 
734-769-8111, dfziesemer@aol.com 

The Kiwanis Center 

http://www.a2kiwanis.org
http://mi.kiwanisone.org/
https://www.mikiwanis.org/(X(1)S(cy3x1noitlsuogxkzwailiyr))/Page/1070
http://www.kiwanis.org/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.kiwanisyp.com/
http://www.umcirclek.org/ck/
http://ypsilantikiwanis.weebly.com/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/Ann-Arbor-Western-Kiwanis-558933810913788/?ref=page_internal
http://www.kiwanissale.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Ann-Arbor-Kiwanis-Thrift-Sale/303245442175
mailto:MembershipGrowth@a2kiwanis.org
http://www.a2kiwanis.org
mailto:jcarey@provide.net
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
http://www.raymondjames.com/Andreakotchduda/
mailto:Ron@GardnerLawAA.com
mailto:sales@westhawkpromo.com
https://carolsvipadventures.com/
mailto:dfziesemer@aol.com

