ASHLAND PLACE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

July §5,2026 6th Sunday After Pentecost

4

Entry into Jerusalem, ca. 1030-1040

PRELUDE Allegro Scarlatti
Alicia Luttrell

WELCOME AND PARISH NOTICES Rev. Jennifer Porto
Please take this time to sign the attendance pad located in your pew, or scan the CONNECT QR code located on the
back of this bulletin.

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY Three chimes signify the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

“+CALL TO WORSHIP Eric Cooper
Beloved of God, the winter is past,

The flowers appear on the earth,

The time of singing has come.

Let us lift our voices in praise to our Creator.

Ji**HYMN OF PRAISE Great Is Thy Faithfulness (v. 1, 3) UMH 140

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Merciful God, in this moment of stillness, wash us clean of our presumptions. Receive us as your
weary children. Then, by the power of your Spirit, bless us with a word that revives, for we pray in the
name of Jesus, your living Word. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PSALTER Psalm 145 UMH 857-858
Please join the choir in the sung response when indicated by the red R.

Ji**HYMN OF PREPARATION  Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing UMH 400

% Please Stand in body or spirit Bold Print — Congregation Reads Aloud
Hearing amplifier devices are available. Please see an usher for assistance.



SCRIPTURE LESSON Zechariah 9:9-12

9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! Lo, your king comes to you;
triumphant and victorious is he, humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 1°He will
cut off the chariot from Ephraim and the war horse from Jerusalem; and the battle bow shall be cut off, and
he shall command peace to the nations; his dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the
ends of the earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I will set your prisoners
free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will
restore to you double.

May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God.

MORNING PRAYER

O God, keep our whole country under your protection. Wipe out sin from this land; lift it up from the depth
of sorrow, O Lord, our shining light. Save us from deep grief and misfortune, Lord of all nations. Bless us
with your wisdom, so that the poor may not be oppressed and the rich may not be oppressors. Make this a
nation having no ruler except God, a nation having no authority but that of Love. Amen.

“*SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 7:15-25

15] do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. ?eNow if
I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. 7But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that
dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will what is
right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 22Now if I
do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 2!So I find it to be a law
that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost
self, Zbut I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making me captive to the law
of sin that dwells in my members. 2#Wretched man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of

death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God.
SERMON “Toward a More Perfect Union” Dr. Darren McClellan

“+AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles' Creed UMH 881
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ His only Son our
Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. *universal

J3**GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.



INVITATION, CONFESSION and PARDON
Christ our Lord invites to his table all who love him, who earnestly repent of their sin and seek to live in
peace with one another. Therefore, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to be an
obedient church. We have not done your will, we have broken your law, we have rebelled against your
love, we have not loved our neighbors, and we have not heard the cry of the needy. Forgive us, we pray.
Free us for joyful obedience, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. All pray in silence.

Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; that is proof of God's love toward us.
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen.
*PASSING OF THE PEACE As forgiven and reconciled people, let us pass the Peace of Christ with one another.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

OFFERTORY America the Beautiful arr. Tanioli

JI+DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING Service of Word and Table 11 UMH 13-15

LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

RECEIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

JI*HYMN OF INVITATION We've a Story to Tell to the Nations UMH 569
“+BENEDICTION
+POSTLUDE Faithfulness Runyan

3 FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the glory of God and in celebration of their 50 years of
membership at Ashland Place UMC, by Travis and Susan Bedsole.



WELCOME

We want to thank you for choosing to worship with us at Ashland
Place United Methodist Church. If you have questions about
church activities, church membership, or the Christian faith, we
would love to speak with you.

ilie: Are you visiting today? If so, please scan this QR
el code to complete a CONNECT card, or contact a staff
member to assist you.

OUR CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Darren McClellan
dmcclellan@apumc.com

Senior Pastor

Rev. Jennifer Porto
jporto@apumc.com

Associate Pastor

Minister of
Community Care

Rev. Julie Hare
jhare@apumc.com

Alicia Luttrell
musicdirector@apumc.com

Music Director

Administrator Kim Brown
admin@apumc.com

Youth and Joseph Griggs

Technology youth@apumc.com

Communication Leslie Johnston
communication@apumc.com

Ascension Jon Miller
millermediaonline@gmail.com

Children Linda Noble
Linda.q.noble@gmail.com

Preschool Jenny Powell
preschool@apumc.com

Building Steward Danny White
building@apumc.com

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Offering Received Last Sunday  $10,892

O] ® 1 support the many ministries of

APUMC, please scan this QR code and
donate online.

©
ONLINE GIVING

THIS WEEK AT APUMC

9:00am  Ascension Modern Service (FH)
10:00am  Sunday School
11:00am  Traditional Sanctuary Service (S)
Monday Men's Study Group, 7:00am (WP)
Tuesday Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10:00am (FP)
Wednesday The Joseph Project, 9:30am (DW)
Thursday = Men’s Bible Study, 7:00am (WP)
The Joseph Project, 9:30am (DW)
Trivia Night, 7:00pm (206 State St.)
Friday Office Closed

FP-Fellowship Parlor, S-Sanctuary, WP-Wisteria Parlor
B-Basement, DW-Dumas Wesley, 126 Mobile Street

CIRCLE OF CONCERN

Please hold these persons in your prayers: Fay Adams,
John Allen, John and Angela Bell, Jean Brown & son
James Williams, Bob Cook, Ann Cottrell, Braxton &
Linda Lee Counts, Julie & Steve Dugan, Mihyon Ellis,
Phillip Fields, Bruce Finley, Missy Foose, Carl George
(Chance George's father), Marcia Golson, Holly
Hastings (Dee Dee Cook's sister), Diane Holub (Angela
Prine’s mother), Barbara Hunt, *Richard LeMaitre
(Kathy McMaken's Brother in Law), Libba Lyon, Jean
McCutchen, John McMurphy, David Richards, Sara
Robinson, Tom Root, Mary Davis Rutledge, Nancy
Scott, Lonn Spencer, Sherry Thomson, Robert Wheeler
(Emily McGough’s brother), Merrill Whitener, Kathryn
Willingham, and all caregivers (*new concern this week)

CHILDREN'S MUSIC AND ART CAMP

Thank you to all the children and volunteers who attended last
Sunday's STEAM camp. Great fun was had by all! Our next
summer mini-camp will be held on Sunday, July 12 from 5-
7pm and will offer music and art. All children and friends in
grades K-5 are welcome!

SAVE THE DATE!

Our second annual flag football tournament and
community tailgate will be held Sunday, August 30th.
We will have one "Jesus Pep Rally" worship service,
followed by a tailgate lunch, flag football tournament,
games, music, and lots of FUN!

CIRCLE OF CONCERN UPDATES

Please contact Rev. Julie Hare, Minister of Community
Care, with any updates to the Circle of Concern or
other ongoing care needs such as births and

deaths. You can reach her in the church office at

jhare@apumc.com or 251.478.6356.

15 Wisteria Avenue - Mobile, Alabama 36607 apumc.com+251.478.6356



Hymns and Responses

Great Is Thy Faithfulness
UMH 140

1. Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father; there
is no shadow of turning with thee; thou changest
not, thy compassions, they fail not; as thou hast
been, thou forever wilt be. Great is thy faithfulness!
Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by morning new
mercies I see; all I have needed thy hand hath pro-
vided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

3. Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, thine
own dear presence to cheer and to guide; strength
for today and bright hope for tomorrow, blessings
all mine, with ten thousand beside! Great is thy
faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness! Morning by
morning new mercies I see; all I have needed thy
hand hath provided; great is thy faithfulness, Lord,
unto me!

Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing
UMH 400

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my
heart to sing thy grace; streams of mercy, never
ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. Teach me
some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues
above. Praise the mount! I'm fixed upon it, mount
of thy redeeming love.

2. Here I raise mine Ebenezer; hither by thy help
I'm come; and I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely
to arrive at home. Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God; he, to rescue me
from danger, interposed his precious blood.

3. O to grace how great a debtor daily I'm con-
strained to be! Let thy goodness, like a fetter, bind
my wandering heart to thee. Prone to wander,
Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love; here’s
my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy courts
above.

We've a Story to Tell to the Nations

UMH 569

1. We've a story to tell to the nations, that shall turn
their hearts to the right, a story of truth and mercy,
a story of peace and light, a story of peace and
light. For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and
the dawning to noonday bright; and Christ’s great
kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love
and light.

2. We've a song to be sung to the nations, that shall
lift their hearts to the Lord, a song that shall con-
quer evil and shatter the spear and sword, and
shatter the spear and sword. For the darkness shall
turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday
bright; and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on
earth, the kingdom of love and light.

3. We've a message to give to the nations, that the
Lord who reigneth above hath sent us his Son to
save us, and show us that God is love, and show us
that God is love. For the darkness shall turn to
dawning, and the dawning to noonday bright; and
Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth, the
kingdom of love and light.

4. We've a Savior to show to the nations, who the
path of sorrow hath trod, that all of the world’s
great peoples might come to the truth of God,
might come to the truth of God. For the darkness
shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday
bright; and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on
earth, the kingdom of love and light.



Responsive Psalter: Psalm 145

Psalm 145:8-21

Ps. B5:7

ResporsE (Eaeter & Gemenal) Adapt. fraom Lissntntt's Grangbach
j" ! 1
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Let us see your kind-ness, Lord; grant us your sal - va-tion.

R

The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
The Lord is good to all, his compassion is over all his creation.

All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord,

and your faithful ones shall bless you!

They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom,

and tell of your power,

to make known to all people your mighty deeds,

and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,

and your dominion endures throughout all generations.

R

The Lord upholds all who are falling,

and raises up all who are bowed down.

The eyes of all look to you,

and you give them their food in due season.
You open your hand,

you satisfy the desire of every living thing.
All the Lord’s ways are just,

all the Lord’s doings are kind.

The Lord is near to all who call,

to all who call upon the Lord in truth.

The Lord fulfills the desire of all the faithful,
and hears their cry and saves them.

All who love the Lord, the Lord preserves.
All the wicked the Lord destroys.

My mouth will speak the praise of the Lord;
let all flesh bless God’s holy name for ever and ever.

R



