
 

Remain in My Love 

 
 
 
WELCOME AND PARISH NOTICES                                                                    Rev. Jennifer Porto 
Please take this time to sign the attendance pad located in your pew, or scan the CONNECT QR code located on the 
back of this bulletin. 

 
CHIMING OF THE TRINITY    Three chimes signify the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
PRELUDE                                                            Great Is the Lord                                                                Bettcher 

Handbell Choir 
 
vCALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                                        Donna Carroll 
Let us offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God, through Jesus Christ our risen Lord. 
Alleluia! Thanks be to God! 
 
♫vHYMN OF PRAISE                        A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                  UMH 110 
 
vPRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Almighty God, your Word offers freedom from sin, but we confess that we have not obeyed your 
Word. We have harbored malice toward our enemies; we have been deceitful in our relationships; we 
have been insincere in our commitments; through gossip we have slandered our friends. Forgive us our 
sins and lead us to genuine repentance. Help your children long for your pure, spiritual milk that we 
may grow into the joy of salvation through Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
vPASSING OF THE PEACE  As forgiven and reconciled people, let us pass the Peace of Christ with one another. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION                                                                                      
Lord, as we listen to your holy Word, open our hearts to the power of your Spirit, call us out of 
darkness, and lead us into your marvelous light. Amen. 
 
RESPONSIVE PSALTER                                       Psalm 31                                                               UMH 764-765 
Please join the choir in sung response #1 when indicated by the red R. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 v Please Stand in body or spirit    Bold Print— Congregation Reads Aloud 

Hearing amplifier devices are available. Please see an usher for assistance. 

May 10, 2026 



♫vHYMN OF PREPARATION                 Be Still, My Soul (v. 1-2)                                                          UMH 534 
 
CHILDREN'S MOMENT 
After the children's moment, children may leave with our staff to go to the nursery. Following the service, parents 
can meet their children in The Landing. 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON                                          Isaiah 56:4-8                                                                         
4For thus says the Lord: To those who keep my sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold 
fast my covenant, 5I will give, in my house and within my walls, a monument and a name better than sons 
and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut off. 6And the foreigners who join 
themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who 
keep the sabbath, and do not profane it, and hold fast my covenant— 7these I will bring to my holy 
mountain, and make them joyful in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be 
accepted on my altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. 8Thus says the 
Lord God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those already gathered.  
 
May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God. 
 
MORNING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 
♫ACT OF PRAISE                                    At Home, Let There Be Love                                                              Schram 

Chancel Choir with Anika Farid, Soprano 
 
vSCRIPTURE LESSON                                      1 Peter 2:2-10                                                       
2Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into salvation— 3if 
indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet 
chosen and precious in God’s sight, and 5like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to 
be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 6For it stands in 
scripture: “See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; and whoever believes in 
him will not be put to shame.” 7To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the very head of the corner,” 8and “A stone that makes 
them stumble, and a rock that makes them fall.” They stumble because they disobey the word, as they 
were destined to do. 9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in 
order that you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous 
light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God’s people; once you had not received mercy, but 
now you have received mercy. 
 
May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON                                                      “Precious In His Sight”                          Dr. Darren McClellan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 vAFFIRMATION OF FAITH                          The Apostles' Creed                                                                  UMH 881 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ His only Son our 
Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, dead, and buried;  the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sitteth at 
the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I 
believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.          *universal 
 
♫vGLORIA PATRI 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
OFFERTORY                                     Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                     arr. Dobrinski      

Handbell Choir 
                                                                                                                                     

♫vDOXOLOGY                 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;   
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP 
 
♫vHYMN OF INVITATION    The Church's One Foundation (v. 1, 2, 5)                                          UMH 545 
 
vBENEDICTION 
  
vPOSTLUDE                                              Spring from Four Seasons                                                          Vivaldi 

a FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Chee Chee Street by her  
children, Angie and Mike and their families, in celebration of her 50 years of service to the children of Ashland 
Place.  



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
WELCOME 
We want to thank you for choosing to worship with us at Ashland 
Place United Methodist Church.  If you have questions about 
church activities, church membership, or the Christian faith, we 
would love to speak with you.   

 
Are you visiting today?  If so, please scan this QR 
code to complete a CONNECT card, or contact a staff 
member to assist you. 
 
 

 
 

OUR CHURCH STAFF 
 

Senior Pastor  Dr. Darren McClellan 
     dmcclellan@apumc.com 
 

Associate Pastor  Rev. Jennifer Porto 
     jporto@apumc.com 
 

Minister of   Rev. Julie Hare 
Community Care jhare@apumc.com 
 
Music Director   Alicia Luttrell                                
     musicdirector@apumc.com 
 

Administrator     Kim Brown                        
     admin@apumc.com 
 

Youth and   Joseph Griggs 
Technology   youth@apumc.com 
 

Communication  Leslie Johnston 
     communication@apumc.com 
 

Ascension   Jon Miller 
     millermediaonline@gmail.com 
 

Children   Linda Noble   
     Linda.q.noble@gmail.com 
 
 

Preschool    Camille Hieronymus 
     preschool@apumc.com 
 

Building Steward Danny White 
     building@apumc.com 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
THIS WEEK AT APUMC   
   9:00am Ascension Modern Service (FH) 
 10:00am Sunday School 

11:00am Traditional Sanctuary Service (S) 
         

Monday  Men's Study Group, 7:00am (WP) 
   Women's Bible Study, 10:00am (FH) 
       

Tuesday  Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10:00am (FP)  
      

Wednesday Handbell Practice, 5:00pm 
   Choir Practice, 6:00pm 
   Moral Teachings of Jesus, 6:00pm (FP) 
    

Thursday      Men’s Bible Study, 7:00am (WP) 
   Trivia Night, 7:00pm (206 State St.) 
      

Friday  Office Closed 
 

FP-Fellowship Parlor,  S-Sanctuary, WP-Wisteria Parlor 
B-Basement, DW-Dumas Wesley, 126 Mobile Street 
 
 

CIRCLE OF CONCERN   
Please hold these persons in your prayers:  Fay Adams, Kay Adkins, 
John Allen, John and Angela Bell, Jean Brown & son James Williams,  
Bob Cook, Ann Cottrell, Braxton & Linda Lee Counts, Julie & Steve 
Dugan, Mihyon Ellis, Phillip Fields, Bruce Finley, Missy Foose, Carl 
George (Chance George's father), Marcia Golson, Holly Hastings 
(Dee Dee Cook's sister), Diane Holub (Angela Prine’s mother), 
Barbara Hunt, Andrew Irby, Libba Lyon, Tyler Mazey, Jean 
McCutchen, Emily McGough, John McMurphy, David Richards, 
Sara Robinson, Tom Root, Mary Davis Rutledge, Nancy Scott, Lonn 
Spencer, *Averell Stuart, Sherry Thomson, Robert Wheeler (Emily 
McGough’s brother), Merrill Whitener, Kathryn Willingham, and all 
caregivers  (*new concern this week)   
 
 

WELCOME REV. JULIE HARE 
We are delighted to welcome Rev. Julie Hare as our new Minister of 
Community Care. When you see her, please take a moment to 
introduce yourself and welcome her to our Ashland Place family.  For 
the next few weeks, let's help her get to know us by wearing a name 
tag. 
 
ONE SERVICE AT 10:00AM MAY 24 
Due to the Memorial Day holiday, we will have one combined 
service at 10:00am in the Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 24. 
 
SUMMER FUN FOR OUR CHILDREN AND YOUTH    
See your newsletter for more information. 
· Vacation Bible School sign ups are going on now! (June 8-11 for 

those completing PK3-5th Grade) 
· Summer Camp at Blue Lake (July 20-24 for those completing 3rd

-5th grade) 
· Youth Backpacking trip in Virginia (June 19-26 for rising 6th 

graders through 2026 graduates) 
 
 

CONNECT 

FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Offering Received Last Sunday      $5,703 

ONLINE GIVING 

To support the many ministries of 
APUMC, please scan this QR code and 
donate online. 



Hymns and Responses 
 
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 
UMH 110 
 
1. A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never 
failing; our helper he amid the flood of mortal ills 
prevailing. For still our ancient foe doth seek to 
work us woe; his craft and power are great, and 
armed with cruel hate, on earth is not his equal. 
 
2. Did we in our own strength confide, our striving 
would be losing, were not the right man on our 
side, the man of God’s own choosing. Dost ask who 
that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; Lord Sabaoth, his 
name, from age to age the same, and he must win 
the battle. 
 
3. And though this world, with devils filled, should 
threaten to undo us, we will not fear, for God hath 
willed his truth to triumph through us. The Prince 
of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him; his rage 
we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure; one little 
word shall fell him. 
 
4. That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to 
them, abideth; the Spirit and the gifts are ours, thru 
him who with us sideth. Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also; the body they may kill; God’s 
truth abideth still; his kingdom is forever. 
 
Be Still, My Soul 
UMH 534 
 
1. Be still, my soul: the Lord is on your side. Bear 
patiently the cross of grief or pain; leave to your 
God to order and provide; in every change God 
faithful will remain. Be still, my soul: your best, 
your heavenly friend through thorny ways leads to 
a joyful end. 
 
2. Be still, my soul: your God will undertake to 
guide the future, as in ages past. Your hope, your 
confidence let nothing shake; all now mysterious 
shall be bright at last. Be still, my soul: the waves 
and winds still know the Christ who ruled them 
while he dwelt below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The Church's One Foundation 
UMH 545 
 
1. The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her 
Lord; she is his new creation by water and the 
Word. From heaven he came and sought her to be 
his holy bride; with his own blood he bought her, 
and for her life he died. 
 
2. Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 
her charter of salvation, one Lord, one faith, one 
birth; one holy name she blesses, partakes one holy 
food, and to one hope she presses, with every grace 
endued. 
 
5. Yet she on earth hath union with God the Three 
in One, and mystic sweet communion with those 
whose rest is won. O happy ones and holy! Lord, 
give us grace that we like them, the meek and low-
ly, on high may dwell with thee. 



Responsive Psalter: Psalm 31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
R 
 
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; let me never be put to shame; in your righteousness, deliver me! 
Incline your ear to me, rescue me speedily! Be a rock of refuge for me, a strong fortress to save me! 
You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide me; 
take me out of the net which is hidden for me, for you are my refuge. 
Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed me, O Lord, faithful God. 
I hate those who pay regard to vain idols; but I trust in the Lord. 
I will rejoice and be glad in your steadfast love, because you have seen my affliction, and have taken heed of 
my adversities. 
You have not delivered me into the hand of the enemy; you have set my feet in a broad place. 
 
R 
 
Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye is wasted from grief, my soul and body also. 
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength fails because of my misery, and 
my bones waste away. 
I am the scorn in all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, an object of dread to my acquaintances; those 
who see me in the street flee from me. 
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a broken vessel. 
For I hear the whispering of many—terror all around!—as they scheme together against me, as they plot to 
take my life. 
But I trust in you, O Lord, I say, “You are my God.” 
My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors. 
Let your face shine on your servant; save me through your steadfast love! 
 
R 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


