ASHLAND PLACE g

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

October 18, 2026 21st Sunday After Pentecost

Sandifer, Karen, Still Waters

PRELUDE Jubilation Handel
Alicia Luttrell

WELCOME AND PARISH NOTICES Rev. Jennifer Porto
Please take this time to sign the attendance pad located in your pew, or scan the CONNECT QR code located on the
back of this bulletin.

CHIMING OF THE TRINITY Three chimes signify the presence of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

+CALL TO WORSHIP

Let love be genuine.

Hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good.

Let us Love one another with affection.

Outdo one another in showing honor.

Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.

Let us rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, and be constant in prayer.
Contribute to the needs of the saints

and seek to show hospitality.

J3**HYMN OF PRAISE To God Be the Glory UMH 98

+PRAYER OF CONFESSION

The Lord reigns! Majestic God, do we tremble in awe before you? The Lord reigns! Worthy God, have
we raised your name in praise? The Lord reigns! We bow before you, holy God. Forgive us. Cleanse
us. Free us. In the strong name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

+PASSING OF THE PEACE As forgiven and reconciled people, let us pass the Peace of Christ with one another.

% Please Stand in body or spirit Bold Print — Congregation Reads Aloud
Hearing amplifier devices are available. Please see an usher for assistance.



PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
Holy Spirit, illumine for us this Word, that the message of the gospel may come to us in power. Amen.

RESPONSIVE PSALTER Psalm 37:25-40

»] have been young, and now am old, yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging
bread.

*They are ever giving liberally and lending, and their children become a blessing.

?Depart from evil, and do good; so you shall abide forever.

BFor the Lord loves justice; he will not forsake his faithful ones. The righteous shall be kept safe
forever, but the children of the wicked shall be cut off.

#The righteous shall inherit the land, and live in it forever.

The mouths of the righteous utter wisdom, and their tongues speak justice.

3The law of their God is in their hearts; their steps do not slip.

%The wicked watch for the righteous, and seek to kill them.

3The Lord will not abandon them to their power, or let them be condemned when they are brought to
trial.

Wait for the Lord, and keep to his way, and he will exalt you to inherit the land; you will look on the
destruction of the wicked.

%I have seen the wicked oppressing, and towering like a cedar of Lebanon.

%Again I passed by, and they were no more; though I sought them, they could not be found.

Mark the blameless, and behold the upright, for there is posterity for the peaceable.

3¥But transgressors shall be altogether destroyed; the posterity of the wicked shall be cut off.

¥The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

“The Lord helps them and rescues them; he rescues them from the wicked, and saves them, because
they take refuge in him.

MINISTRY MOMENT Eric Cooper

JI*HYMN OF PREPARATION Near to the Heart of God UMH 472
SCRIPTURE LESSON Romans 12:9-13

’Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; "love one another with mutual affection;
outdo one another in showing honor. "Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. ?Rejoice in
hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. *Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend
hospitality to strangers.

May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God.

MORNING PRAYER AND LORD'S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth

as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the

kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

JJACT OF PRAISE In This Very Room Harris
Chancel Choir

“*+*SCRIPTURE LESSON Hebrews 6:7-12

’Ground that drinks up the rain falling on it repeatedly, and that produces a crop useful to those for
whom it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. ®But if it produces thorns and thistles, it is worthless
and on the verge of being cursed; its end is to be burned over. °Even though we speak in this way,
beloved, we are confident of better things in your case, things that belong to salvation. '"For God is not
unjust; he will not overlook your work and the love that you showed for his sake in serving the saints, as
you still do. "And we want each one of you to show the same diligence so as to realize the full assurance
of hope to the very end, "*so that you may not become sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith
and patience inherit the promises.

May God bless the reading of the Word. Thanks be to God.

SERMON "What's the Use?" Dr. Darren McClellan
“++AFFIRMATION OF FAITH The Apostles' Creed UMH 881
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ His only Son
our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day He rose from the dead; He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the quick
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. *universal

Ji**GLORIA PATRI
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
OFFERTORY Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise arr. Sanborn

JI+DOXOLOGY
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF CONSECRATION

God of generous life, send your blessing for life on those who most need it. Use us, we pray, to this
end. Teach us to be good stewards of your soil. Deliver us from craving a false sense of our own
destiny. Reveal and renew your call to us as a community of faith. Enlivened by your Spirit, free us to
follow in the way and witness of Christ. Not to us, or for us, but through us, be your Glory, forever.
Amen.

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

JI*HYMN OF INVITATION Lead Me, Lord UMH 473
“BENEDICTION
+POSTLUDE To God Be the Glory Doane

3 FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are given to the Glory of God and in honor of our sweet grandson
Russell Lee Parker's first birthday by Sandra and Jim Parker. Also in honor of our wonderful daughter-in-
law Kaity Brown Parker's birthday.



WELCOME

We want to thank you for choosing to worship with us at
Ashland Place United Methodist Church. If you have questions
about church activities, church membership, or the Christian
faith, we would love to speak with you.

CON NECT
OUR CHURCH STAFF

Dr. Darren McClellan
dmcclellan@apumc.com
Rev. Jennifer Porto
jporto@apumc.com

Rev. Julie Hare
jhare@apumc.com

Alicia Luttrell
musicdirector@apumc.com

Senior Pastor
Associate Pastor
Minister of

Community Care
Music Director

Administrator Kim Brown
admin@apumc.com

Youth and Joseph Griggs

Technology youth@apumec.com

Communication Leslie Johnston
communication@apumc.com

Ascension Jon Miller
millermediaonline@gmail.com

Children Linda Noble
Linda.q.noble@gmail.com

Preschool Jenny Powell
preschool@apumc.com

Building Steward Danny White
building@apumc.com

FINANCIAL UPDATE

Offering Received Last Sunday ~ $8,568

E .H. E To support the many ministries of
; ;- APUMC, please scan this QR code and
]

donate online.

ONLINEGIVING

THIS WEEK AT APUMC

9:00am Ascension Worship Service (FH)
11:00am Traditional Worship Service (S)
4:00pm Blessing of the Pets (Wesley Field)
4:30pm Jam Session (Wesley Field)
Monday Men's Study Group, 7:00am (WP)
Women's Bible Study, 10:00am (FH)
Tuesday Prayer Shawl Ministry, 10:00am (FP)
Virtual Book Club, 4:00pm (Zoom)
Wednesday Handbell Practice, 5:00pm
Choir Practice, 6:00pm
Thursday Men'’s Bible Study, 7:00am (WP)
USA Wesley Cookout, 5:30pm (USA)
Trivia Night, 7:00pm (206 State St.)
Friday Office Closed

FP-Fellowship Parlor, S-Sanctuary, WP-Wisteria Parlor
B-Basement, DW-Dumas Wesley, 126 Mobile Street

CIRCLE OF CONCERN Please hold these persons in your prayers:
Fay Adams, John Allen, John and Angela Bell, Jean Brown & son
James Williams, Ann Cottrell, Braxton & Linda Lee Counts,
Michelle Daigle (John Daigle's niece), Julie & Steve Dugan, Mihyon
Ellis, Phillip Fields, Bruce Finley, Carl George (Chance George's
father), Marcia Golson, Holly Hastings (Dee Dee Cook's sister),
Diane Holub (Angela Prine’s mother), Barbara Hunt, Libba Lyon,
Julie McLeod, Jean McCutchen, John McMurphy, Sara Robinson,
Tom Root, Mary Davis Rutledge, Nancy Scott, Lonn Spencer, *Lance
Tanner, Sandy Tones, Merrill Whitener, Kathryn Willingham, and all
caregivers (*new concern this week)

BLESSING OF THE PETS AND JAM SESSION

These two events are happening TODAY, starting at 4:00 on Wesley
Field. Bring your pets, your friends, your instruments and voices for
a fun afternoon of fellowship!

APUMC PRESCHOOL is looking for a K2 teacher and substitute
teachers. Please spread the word. More information is in your
newsletter.

PUMPKIN PATCH WITH DWUMC

This year, we're excited to partner with Dauphin Way UMC to help
with their annual Pumpkin Patch! We still need volunteers this
week. This partnership allows us to receive a share of the proceeds,
which will benefit our United Appeal Fund. A link to sign up is in
your newsletter or there is a sign up on the Fellowship Hall bulletin
board.

USA WESLEY COOKOFF

The University of South Alabama Wesley Foundation Cook-Off and
Silent Auction will be held at 5:30pm this Thursday at their location
at 5835 Old Shell Road. All are welcome and admission is free!

TRUNK OR TREAT

Our annual trunk or treat will be held on Sunday, October 25,
from 4-5:30pm. The event will be inside again this year, so the fun
will happen rain or shine. We are now collecting individually
wrapped candy, which can be placed on the Fellowship Hall
counter, or brought to the church office.

COFFEE WITH THE PASTOR

All are invited to sit down with Pastor Darren on Sunday, October
25 at 10:15am in the Fellowship Parlor to learn more about the life of
the church.

15 Wisteria Avenuoe « Mobile, Alabarma 36607 apumc.com 251 478,6356



