MORE Family Ideas for Advent 
1.  Lighting ADVENT CANDLES

Advent, the season of waiting and preparing for Christ's coming, begins four Sundays before Christmas. In our community this has become a period of in-creasing good cheer, when we decorate our streets and houses, entertain one another, bake special cakes, and exchange special greetings. The pace quickens day by day, as we approach Christmas day, the fulfillment of our preparations and festivity.

Christians, wanting to prepare themselves in other ways, too, for the observance of Christmas, have reached back into the past to find the meaning of this season of Advent. Advent means coming It is a time not only for remembering the coming of Christ in Bethlehem, but also for seeking to recognize him when he comes to us now. For Jesus lives in our own times and in our own lives. Yet, too often he is a stranger to us, and we fail to recognize him; we are not prepared.

The custom of lighting Advent candles is an old one. On the first Sunday of Advent, the family gathered around the fireplace. On the mantelpiece were four candles, surrounded by boughs of evergreen. The first candle was lit as the family read from the Bible, and sang and prayed together. On the second Sunday, the first candle was lit again, and then the second, as once again the family worshipped together and so on each week, until the circle of light was completed on the fourth Sunday of Advent.

Here are five brief services for the lighting of Advent candles in the home. Members of the family can take turns lighting the candles and reading parts. Musical families can sing the hymns, but most will read them as poetry.

First Advent Candle

Scripture: Isaiah 60:1-2

Poem:  Christ is the world's light, he and none other;

Born in our darkness, he became our brother.

If we have seen him, we have seen the Father:

Glory to God on high.

Prayer: Almighty God, Father of us all; every one of us is important to you. You proved that when you sent your son, Jesus, to show us what you-are like. He came willingly into the world and involved himself in the affairs of men, taking upon himself the form of a servant, to prove that the way of love is the only way which makes sense. At this season of Advent, help us to realize that it is you, the Father of all, who comes to us in the person of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Lighting the first candle: As we light this first Advent candle, we hope for the fuller brightness that is to come. We want it to remind us to watch for what God will give us, and to see what he has already given.

A minute or two of silence - a time to think quietly as we watch the candle burning.

Prayer: O God, we want to thank you for your gift of Christ, not just with words, but also with deeds. Help us to be grateful every day. Help us to meet our friends with understanding, our work with willingness, and our responsibilities with patience. You have given so much to us: help us to give even a little to those who need us and our gifts. Especially at this season of giving. Amen.

Second Advent Candle

 (Re-light the first candle before continuing).

Scripture: Mark 1:1-8

Prayer: God of the prophets: in the wilderness of Jordan you sent a messenger to prepare people's hearts for the coming of your son. Help us to hear the good news, to be truly sorry for our sins, and to be ready to welcome the Lord, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lighting the second candle: We light this candle to remind us of how the way was prepared for Jesus' coming. We hope that as Advent light increases, our own readiness may also increase.

Prayer: Christ Jesus, no one is a stranger to you. You prayed, but you also understood those who never prayed. You never hurt anyone, but you weren't ashamed to be crucified with common thieves.

You make God known to us, and you make us known to God. You can make the darkness and the despair of our lives shine like day. You are the light of the world, the dawning of a new day. Live within us, we pray. Amen.

Hymn (or poem):

On a day when men were counted,

God became the Son of Man;

That his name in every census

Should be entered was his plan,

God, the Lord of all creation,

Humbly take a creature's place;

He, whose form no man has witnessed,

Has today a human face.

(Sing a New Song, No. 9).

Third Advent Candle

(Re-light the first and second candles before continuing).

Scripture: Luke 1:26-32

Prayer: Almighty Father, each day brings us closer to the day of the Advent of your son, Jesus Christ. He is your gift to us, the fulfillment of your promises. Your Spirit helps us now to pray and to watch for his coming. Praise to you, Father, Son, and Spirit, for the promise of Advent, and the happiness of Christmas.

Lighting the third candle: We draw closer to Christmas. As we light this candle, may our hope be renewed that Christ will be born again in our lives this Christmas time.

Hymn (or poem):

Clear shining light,

Mary's child,

Your face lights up our way;

Light of the world,

Mary's child,

Dawn on our darkened day.

Hope of the world,

Mary's child,

You come again to reign;

King of the earth,

Mary's child,

Walk in our streets again.

(Sing a New Song, No. 10, verses 2,4).

Prayer: Eternal God: through long generations you prepared a way in our world for the coming of your Son, and by your Spirit you are still bringing the light of the gospel to darkened lives. Renew us, so that we may welcome Jesus Christ to rule our thoughts and claim our love, as Lord of lords and King of kings, to whom be glory always. Amen.

Fourth Advent Candle

(Re-light the first, second and third candles before continuing).

Opening: For to us a child is born, To us a son is given. Prayer: Give us, O God, such love and wonder, that with shepherds and wise men and pilgrims unknown, we may come to adore the holy child, the promised King; and with our gifts worship him, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn: Silent night

Scripture: Luke 2:4-16

Lighting the fourth candle: We bring our Advent wreath to full blaze of light, in the hope that we may see clearly all that is made known to us in the coming of Jesus.

A time for silent prayer and thought Poem (or song):

A cry in the night, and a child is born,

A child in a stable, there isn't any room.

A cry in the night, and God has made

Our homelessness his home.

(Sing a New Song, No. 11)

Prayer: As you come in the stillness of night, great God, enter our lives this night. Overcome darkness with the light of Christ's presence, so that we may clearly see the way to walk, the truth to speak, and the life to live for him, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Lighting the Christ Candle

The Advent wreath may also have a fifth candle, known as the Christ candle for lighting on Christmas day (or some say Christmas eve). Light the first, second, third, and fourth candles before continuing.

Opening: Joy to the world! Christ has come!

Scripture: Luke 2:17-20

Prayer: O God, we thank you for the wonderful gift of Jesus. Help us, like Mary, to think deeply about what his coming means for us, and like the shepherds, to sing praises because he has come into our world. Amen.

Lighting the Christ candle: This is Christ's birthday. As we celebrate it with him, and with all his people everywhere, we hope that we may share in bringing his light into the lives of those around us.

A minute or two of silence - enjoying the brightness of the five candles.

Hymn: O come all ye faithful

Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, help us to spread light and joy and love in the world by the way we live, the things we do and say. Be with us always. Amen.

2.  Advent Wreathes!

HOW TO MAKE ADVENT WREATHS

1. Have the following materials on hand, whether for supply, loan or sale:
* Lengths of fine chicken wire (wire netting), cut into pieces approximately 600mm x 150 to 175mm

* Pair of pliers

* Suitable evergreen foliage

* A supply of candles

* One wreath made as a sample.

2. Have background music of Christmas carols, songs, etc.

3. Allow families or persons to begin as they arrive each to make one wreath.

4. To make the wreath, twist the wire to form a circular base. Insert the candles and finish the wire around their base. Then arrange pieces of evergreen or other suitable greenery to make a wreath. (If they wilt, they can be replaced). The central candle, if used, does not have to be attached to the rest of the wreath.

5. Have a meal together, if this is feasible.

6. If it is the first Sunday of Advent, have the lighting of the first candle in each wreath with accompanying worship. Members from different families share in this.

7. Have a central candle burning and a supply of small candles, and invite a member of each family to come and light a small candle and take it back for the lighting of the first candle in their own wreath.

3.  Recite or Write your own Christmas Litanies
Sample – a litany is a written prayer that is recited by two groups or more…you can write a prayer that would be said by adults and children together!  Take a shot at it!

Mom: As Christmas comes round year by year, Lord, we're tempted to say, We've heard all this before. We know the story off by heart.

Kids: Forgive us, Lord, and remind us of the difference between knowing it and letting it speak to us again and again.

Dad: Lord, help us to see ourselves and our own attitudes lived out by people in the Christmas story.

Kids: The inn-keeper couldn't find room for you in his inn. Lord, stop us from cluttering up our lives with things that don't really matter, things that crowd you out.

Mom: Lord, you came into an occupied country where brutal soldiers kicked people around.

Kids: Lord, we thank you that you have influenced our country so much that the army doesn't do that to us.

Dad: Lord, lots of people missed the glory when it came to Bethlehem, but unskilled laborers the shepherds saw it because they were at their jobs.

Kids: Lord, we pray that we may get a glory in our daily work when we do it as a service to you and to our neighbors and friends.

Mom: Lord, the wise men from the east journeyed hundreds of miles and went to endless trouble to track you down.

Kids: Lord, you taught us that those who really seek will find. In all times of difficulty and doubt, never let us rest content till we have worked our way through to the Christian answer.

Dad: Lord, they brought you gifts of gold and frankincense.

Kids: Lord, keep our eyes fixed on the great goal of life, to bring you the gold of our obedience and the incense of our worship and adoration. Amen.

4.  Read or even act out Christmas Stories together

A. The Three Trees is a good one!  You can find it at most bookstores!

B. The visit of the wise men

A story for little children that all age groups will love. If you think that a play is too demanding for tiny tots try this approach.

You will need:

Star, hung from ceiling

Costumes —for wisemen, Herod, servant,

Mary, Joseph

Hobby-horse' camels —for Caspar,

Melchior, Balthazzar

Large stone or alternative—for hitching post

Gold, frankincense, myrrh—for Caspar,

Melchior, Balthazzar

Throne—for King Herod

Scroll with prophecy or 'lines' printed inside—for Herod's servant

Crib and doll—for Mary and Joseph

Lantern (optional)—for Joseph

Lines (optional)—for children to learn

# Tell the story well, using props, characterizing the people in the story, and indicating (within the narration) stage positions. For example, point to the star; show each camel and gift; indicate the route travelled; sit on Herod 's throne; 'read' the scroll; kneel in worship.

# Choose story-helpers and dress them up to be the people in the story. Then tell your story again as the helpers mime it, accommodating the narrative to any spontaneous dialogue and disguising 'stage directions' within the story line.

# If 'performance' is important, write 'lines' which parents can help the children learn — but allow the little actors to interpret the script and substitute their own words if they wish.

# In subsequent practices, reduce unnecessary detail as the story-helpers learn to predict the required actions without prompting.

# Now you are ready to share the story with parents, visitors or the whole congregation.

THE VISIT OF THE WISE MEN

1. Caspar discovers and interprets new star, fetches gold, rides off in search of new king.

2. He meets Melchior who reveals the same purpose for his journey and shows Caspar his gift of frankincense. They continue on their way together.

3. They meet Balthazzar who explains the reason for his journey and shows his gift (myrrh). They travel to Herod's palace in Jerusalem.

4. Caspar explains purpose of visit to Herod. Herod crossly claims to be the ONLY king and sends servant to find out about 'this new king' from chief priests and teachers.

5. After a 'long time' the servant returns to tell Herod that, according to the prophet Micah, the new king will be born in Bethlehem.

6. The wisemen continue their journey (Herod first asking them to share any news) and follow the bright star until it stops over the place where Jesus is (with Mary and Joseph).

7. Their long search ended, they present their gifts to the new king and kneel in worship.

SAM by Julie Norris

Many, many years ago there lived a spider called Sam. Sam lived in a stable, and every day he spun his web so that it hung just over the doorway of the stable.

Now this stable was at the back of an inn, and each day the son of the innkeeper came out to the stable and cleaned it out. He swept out all the old hay and put fresh hay down for the animals, and he took his straw broom and swept away any cobwebs he could see, including Sam's, and this went on for a very long time. Sam would spin his web, and the boy would sweep it away next day.

One afternoon Sam was sitting on his newly spun web and he noticed that there was a lot of activity going on in the streets below him. There seemed to be people everywhere. It was getting late and night was coming. Suddenly he heard voices and he could just make out the voice of the innkeeper telling a man that all the rooms in his inn were full.

The man, whose name was Joseph, was very sad, and asked if the innkeeper knew of anywhere he could stay, because his wife, Mary, was very tired. They had travelled a long way and Mary was going to have a baby very soon. The innkeeper said that all the inns were full and the only place he could think of was the stable. Joseph said that would be fine and he brought his wife Mary into the stable.

Sam the Spider had been watching all this, but it was very late now and he was rather sleepy, so he started to close his eyes. He closed one eye, and as he was closing the other eye he notice out of the corner a very bright star. How beautiful it looked shining just above him... And Sam fell asleep and snored a spidery snore.

Suddenly he woke with a start. What was that noise? A baby crying? Sam looked below and found to his surprise that Mary now had a little baby and he heard her call him Jesus. How happy Mary and Joseph were with their new baby. Sam noticed the star in the sky again and how brightly it shone. He smiled and started to sleep again, when he heard more noise.

Two shepherds were coming into the stable. They were very excited and they knelt before the baby and called him Jesus and each gave him a little lamb for a present. Sam was most surprised and he thought this baby must someone very special. The shepherds left and Sam nodded off to sleep again.

Again Sam woke with a start. This time men were coming into the stable. How important they looked! They must be very rich, for they were all wearing golden crowns and had fine clothes on. Sam watched as the three men knelt before the baby. This time they called him King and they gave him precious gifts. One was shiny like gold. The men soon left and now Sam was very excited. Fancy a king being in his stable!

I wish I had a special present to give to the baby King, thought Sam. He thought and thought but he couldn't think of anything a spider could give to a king. Poor Sam—he was very unhappy, and to make matters worse it had started to rain and his web was getting all wet. Eventually Sam fell asleep again.

When he woke in the morning the sun was shining brightly. Sam looked up at the sky— the bright shiny star had faded away. He looked in the stable. Mary and Joseph were still there with the baby King. Sam remembered about the gifts and again wished he had something to give. How unhappy he was. His web was still wet with drops of rain hanging onto all the threads—and now look: the innkeeper's son was coming to sweep his web away. Oh dear!

But just as the boy reached the stable he looked up and cried our in delight: 'That spider has spun a bright shiny star!' Sam looked at his web. It was true. The sun shone on each drop of water on his web and it gleamed and shone like the star he had seen in the sky.

Mary and Joseph heard the boy and came to have a look. Sam looked down and as he did he heard Mary say 'What a beautiful gift the spider has made for Jesus — a star to shine in the day'. Sam was so proud, and he never forgot the day he spun a gift for a king — and the innkeeper's son never swept Sam's web away again.

5.  Make an Advent Calendar together 

* Advent Calendar Ideas - http://www.dltk-holidays.com/Xmas/advent.html
