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EPISTLE TO THE GALATIANS 
 
1:1-5.  The apostle Paul (not from humans, nor through the agency of a human, but 
through the agency of Jesus Christ and the agency of God the Father the one raising 
him [Christ] from death) and all my companions, to the congregations of Galatia.  To 
you, kindness and peace from God the Father and our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 
given himself for our sake because of our sin to deliver us from the present evil age 
according to the will of God and our father, to whom be glory unto ages of ages.  Amen.  
 
1:6-9.  I am amazed that you so quickly allow yourselves to be diverted from the one 
who called you in Christ’s favor to a different gospel.  Another doesn’t exist!  Some 
are confusing you and intending to turn Christ’s gospel around.  But if we or a heavenly 
messenger preaches a gospel different from the gospel we preached to you, we are 
accursed.  Emphasizing what we have said:  if anyone preaches a gospel different 
from the gospel you received, he is accursed. 
 

 1:10.  Now, am I seeking God’s or human approval?  Am I 
striving to please humans?  [If so] I was not whatsoever Christ’s 
servant.  
 
1:11-14.  I make known to you, my companions, the gospel 
which I proclaimed did not originate with a human.  For it was 
not humanly transmitted nor taught to me, but through a 
revelation from Jesus Christ.  You have heard of my life in 
Judaism:  I rigorously persecuted God’s church to destroy it.  I 

advanced in Judaism further than my peers and an even more intense zealot, 
immersed in my ancestral Mosaic traditions. 
 
1:15-20.  So when God, who anointed and summoned me through his favor before I 
left my mother’s womb, was pleased to reveal his son to me in order that I might 
proclaim him among the nations,  I did not immediately consult with flesh and blood, 
nor did I go immediately to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me. But I 
went up to Arabia and then returned to Damascus.  Then three years thereafter I went 
to Jerusalem visiting Peter and staying with him for fifteen days.  I did not see any 
other apostle except James the lord’s brother.  (What I write to you, before God, I do 
not lie.) 
 
1:21-24.  Then I went to the area of Syria and Cilicia.  Even then, I was still not 
personally known to the Christian congregations in Judea.  They only heard that “he 
was the one formerly persecuting us who now proclaims the concept of trustfulness1 
he once pillaged.”  And, in me, they glorified God. 

 

1 All words in yellow boxes are variations of the Greek, pistos (πιστος).  Strong:  “believing, faithful, sure, true” 

Thayer:  “1. trusty, faithful, 2. easily persuaded; believing, confiding, trusting”  NAS:  “believe, believer, believing, 
faithful, faithful one, faithfully, sure, trustworthy, who believe.”  B&C suggest the concept of “confidence” (The First 
Paul, p.)  Usually translated by “faith.”  I have chosen “trust” to show the concept of “hopeful surety” and more like 
an action rather than a passive response. 
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2:1-6.  Thereupon, after fourteen years I went up to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking 
along Titus.  I went, driven by an apocalypse, to declare to them (privately to the 
reputed ones) the gospel I preach to the nations, [to assure myself] 
that I am not striving to proceed vainly.  But, not even Titus, a Greek, 
who was with me was compelled to be circumcised.  But they 
brought in false brethren, secretly spying on the freedom we have in 
Christ Jesus [hoping to catch us], in order to make us subservient.  
We did not yield to them in submission so that the truth of the good 
news, for you, might continue.  From the ones with a supposed 
reputation (it makes no difference to me what sort of people they be; 
God shows no favor), for those reputed ones imparted nothing to 
me. 
 
 2:7- 10.  But on the other hand, having seen that the gospel to the uncircumcised had 
been entrusted to me, as Peter [had been entrusted] with the gospel to the 
circumcised.  For the one who energizes Peter in his apostleship to the circumcised 
also energizes me [in my apostleship] to the nations.  So, when they, recognizing the 
grace that was given to me, James, Cephas, and John, who be the seeming pillars, 
gave the right hand of fellowship to me and Barnabas, so that we should go to the 
nations, and they to the circumcised.  They asked one thing:  that I remember those 
who were thought poor –which I have made every effort to accomplish.  
 

2:11-14.  But when Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face 
because he stood condemned, for before people came from James, 
he [Peter] ate with the gentiles.  But after they [James’ discipes] came 
he separated himself standing aloof for he feared those advocating 
circumcision.  And the other Jews joined him [Peter] – and even 
Barnabas was led away by their hypocrisy.  But when I saw they were 
not walking upright relating to the truth of the gospel, I confronted 
Peter before all saying, “if you, being a Jew, live as a Gentile and not 
as a Jew, how is that you compel Gentiles (to live) as Jews?” 

 
2:15-21.  We are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; however we have seen that a 
person is not made just by works alone, but by trust (δια πιστεως) in Jesus Christ.  
And, for this, we trust in Christ Jesus that we become just from trust in Christ – not 
from works of law because no flesh is makes us just through works of law.  But if we 
will be made just in Christ, and we have been found to be sinners, does it follow that 
Christ is servant of sin?  It cannot be.  For, if I rebuild a house I once destroyed, I 
establish myself as a law breaker.  For through the law I died to the law so that I live 
to God.  I have been crucified with Christ, I no longer live, but Christ lives in me.  But 
that (life) I now live in the flesh, I live in trust in the son of God who loved me and 
committed himself to me.  I do not annul God’s favor:  if I am made just through law, 
it follows that Christ died undeservedly. 
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3:1-5.  Unthinking Galatians!  Who cast a spell on you?  The truth you trusted in:  it is 
clearly written before your eyes, Jesus Christ was placed on a cross.  I wish to learn 
only one thing from you: was it from the work of law that you received the spirit, or 
from the trustfulness you heard?  Are you unthinking?  You started in the spirit, and 
now are you being perfected in the flesh?  Did you suffer vainly, if indeed it was vainly?  
Therefore, are you supplied the spirit who powerfully works among you by works of 
law?  Or from the trustfulness you have heard? 
 

 3:6-10.  Just as Abraham trusted God, and he was considered just, 
therefore you know that those who trust are Abraham’s sons.  
Hebrew scripture foresaw that those gentiles who trusted, God 
would declare them just.  As the good tidings were foretold to 
Abraham, “Through you all nations will be blessed.”  Thus, along 
with the trusting Abraham, those who trust are blessed.  However 
as many as are governed by the works of law, they are cursed.  It is 
written, “Accursed is he who is not true to all the written law in the 
scroll and does not do them.” 
 

3:11-14.  Therefore, now, in law clearly no-one is made just before God; therefore, the 
one who is just, will live by trust.  But law is not governed by, nor does it reflect, trust.  
Rather, as it has just been said, one will live by them [the laws].  Christ rescues us 
from the curse generated by law having become cursed, for it is written, “Accursed is 
he who is hung on wood.”  It is the purpose that Abraham’s blessing might come to 
the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, so that (even) we may receive the promise by trust. 
 
3:15-18.  Companions, I say, even according to the human terms, a person’s validated 
will can neither be set aside nor added to.  But the promise spoken to “Abraham and 
his seed” does not say “… and his seeds” (as “of many”); rather “of one of your 
offspring,” and that is the messiah.  This is what I say:  the covenant was made earlier 
about God’s messiah –(then) four hundred thirty years later law came into being and 
does not revoke (that covenant) rendering the promise inoperative.   For if the 
inheritance comes from law, it no longer comes from God’s promise freely given to 
Abraham.   
 
3:19-29.  Then why law?  It was added because of transgressions until the offspring 
should come for whom the promise was appointed through the hand of a mediating 
messenger.  But mediating involves more than one, and God is one.  Then is law 
opposed to God’s promises?  No.  For if given law was truly able to give life, then 
justice came through law.  But the writing encloses all under sin, so that the promise 
based on trust in Jesus Christ has been given to those who are trustors.  Before trust 
would show itself, we were guarded as prisoners shut together by law until trust was 
uncovered.  Therefore, law was our tutor until the messiah came into being, so that 
we might be declared just through trust.  Trust has appeared so no longer are we 
under the tutor.   
For you all are God’s children through trust in Christ Jesus.  For as many as have 
been baptized in the messiah, they have been clothed with the messiah.  There can 
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be neither Jew nor Greek; there can be neither slave nor free; there can be neither 
male nor female.  For all of you are one in Christ Jesus.  If you are the messiah’s then 
you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise. 
 

4:1-7.  I say this, as long as the heir is a minor, he does not differ from a servant (even 
if he is owner of all), who, nevertheless, is under an administrator and household 
manager until the previously appointed date of the father.  And thus it is with us, when 
we were minors we were subjugated under the world’s basic elements.  But when the 
fullness of time came, God sent forth his son, born of a woman, born under the law, 
so that he under the law can be rescued from loss so that we too can receive adoption 
into the family.  So, because we are children, God sent forth the spirit of his son into 
our hearts screaming, “Daddy, the father.”  Therefore, you are no longer a servant but 
a son, and if a son (you are) an heir of God through the messiah. 
 
4:8-11.  But before when you did not know God, you were subjugated to those which 
by nature are not gods.  Now that you know God better (or are known by God) how 
can you return to the weak and destitute elements and wish from of old to be 
subjugated again?  You scrupulously observe days, months, seasons, and years.  I 
fear my toil for you has been in vain, but (I hope) not so. 
 
4:12-20.  I entreat you, companions, become as I am, as I am of you.  You have not 
wronged me.  You perceive that because of frailty of the flesh, I first announced the 
good news to you; though my fleshly problem tested you, you neither despised nor 
loathed me, rather you received me as a messenger of God, as Christ Jesus.  Where 
is your sense of goodwill toward me?  I witnessed that, if possible, you would have 
gouged out your eyes and offered them to me.  So then, now am I hated by you 
because I tell you the truth?  They are jealous of you – but for no good.  They want to 
separate you so that you be drawn over to their side.  It is always good to be thought 
of jealously for good reason, and not only when I am with you.  My children, for you 
again I am having birth pangs until Christ is fully formed in you.  Just now, I wish I 
were with you and I could change my tune because I am in doubt about you. 
 

4:21-27.  Tell me, you who want to be under law, are you not 
understanding the law?  For it is written that Abraham had two 
sons, one by a maidservant, and one by a woman under no 
obligation.  Indeed, the offspring of the maidservant was born 
according to the flesh, but the one of the free woman, according 
to the promise.  Which, allegorically speaking, they are two 
testaments:  the one, who is Hagar, is of Mount Sinai, bringing  
forth enslaved children.  For Hagar represents Mount Sinai in 
Arabia, corresponding to today’s Jerusalem; she is a slave 
along with her children.  The free woman is of the heavenly 
Jerusalem; she is mother to all of us.  For it is written,  

“Make merry, barren one, you who do not give birth.   
   Break forth into song and shout you who bears no birth pangs.   
For the children of the desolate woman are more numerous 
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   Than (the children of) she who has a husband.”2 
 
4:28-31.  But, my companions, like Isaac we are the children  of the promise.  But as 
then, now too, the one born of the flesh persecuted the one born of the spirit.  But 
what says scripture?  “Expel the maidservant and he son, for the son of the 
maidservant will not inherit with the son of the free woman.”3  Then, companions, we 
are children not of the maidservant, but of the free woman. 
 
5:1.  Christ has set us free to freedom.  Persevere!  Do not become ensnared again 
by the yoke of slavery. 
 
5:2-6.  Listen.  I Paul tell you, if you are circumcised, Christ, the one who freed you, 
will be of no help to you.  Again, I testify to all who succumb to being circumcised, they 
are debtors to keep the entire law.  You render the messiah inoperative whoever 
chooses to be made just by law; you have fallen away making grace inefficient.  
Indeed, in the spirit of trust, we eagerly wait for the hope of justice.  Indeed, in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision have power, but what works is trust 
through love. 
 
5:7-12.  You were running so well.  Who impeded you from being confident in the 
truth?  That kind of persuasion is not from the one who called you.  (A little leaven 
makes the whole lump rise.)  In the Lord, I had confidence in you, that you would not 
judge otherwise.  The one who troubles you will have to bear the burden of the verdict.  
But, companions, if I am proclaiming circumcision (and I am not), why am I still 
persecuted?  The stumbling block, which is the cross, would be made of no effect.  
(Would that those who stir you up would emasculate themselves.) 
 
5:13-16.  Companions, you were called to freedom; only do not use your freedom as 
an occasion for the flesh, rather through love serve one another.  For all law is fulfilled 
by this – that you shall love a neighbor as you do yourself.  However, if you bite each 
other, look how you will be consumed by each other. 
 
5:17-21.  I say, walk in the spirit and do not fulfil the passionate desires of the flesh.  
For the flesh greatly desires the thing that lies opposite those of the spirit; the spirit 
and the flesh oppose each other so that you might not act on the things you want.  But 
if you are spirit-led, you are not under law.  But the work of the flesh is manifest:  it is 
adultery, fornication, impurity of life, lasciviousness, idolatry, magic, enmity, wrangling, 
jealousy, lust, wrath, dissention, contention, envies, murders, intoxication, revelings, 

 
2 Isaiah 54:1: 
 
3 Gen. 21:9-10:  “But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, 

playing with her son Isaac.  So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the 

son of this slave woman shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.”  NRSV (New Revised Standard 

Version) 
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etc.  As I warned you before I warn you again, any practicing these things will not 
inherit God’s kingdom. 
 
5:22-26.  On the other hand, the fruit of the spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
gentleness, beneficence, trust, meekness, temperance.  Accordingly, there is no law 
against such things.  Those of the messiah have crucified the flesh with its affliction 
and desire.  If we are living by spirit, by spirit we should walk orderly.  God forbid, we 
should become self- conceited, being challenged by one another, envying [one 
another]. 
 
6:1-5.  Companions, if a person is taken by surprise in an offence, you who are spirit-
filled, in humility restore them, taking heed that you not be tempted.  You are taking 
up one another’s heavy burden and thus you are fulfilling messiah’s law.  For if one 
supposes to be (something), and if indeed it is nothing, they delude themselves.  Each 
approves one’s own work and only then he holds something to be proud about rather 
than that of one’s neighbor.  For everyone will take up their own burden. 
 
6:6.  For he who is instructed in the word shares all good things with the instructor.  
 
6:7-10.  Do not be led astray, God is not to be ridiculed:  for what one sows, one will 
reap.  Because what is sown for the flesh, from the flesh it will reap destruction.  What 
is sown for the spirit, from the spirit will reap life which has neither beginning nor 
ending.  Let us not grow weary about doing what is good for in time if we do not grow 
weary we will reap our due.  Therefore surely, when we have the time, let us work for 
the good of all, but chiefly for the family of those who trust. 
 
6:11-16.  You see how large the letters are when I write by my own hand.  How many 
want to make a fair show in the flesh by compelling you to be circumcised in order that 
they are not pursued by the cross of the messiah.  For neither do the circumcised 
keep the law themselves, but they want you to be circumcised in order to boast about 
your flesh.  God forbid that I glory in anything but the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Through it the world is crucified to me and I to the world.  For (in Christ Jesus) neither 
circumcision nor uncircumcision has force, rather a new creation does.  And those 
who walk by the rule of the principles of this standard, peace and mercy rest on them 
and on God’s Israel. 
 
6:17.  From here on, no one give me trouble, for indeed I carry the marks of the Lord 
Jesus in my body. 
 
6:18.  Companions, our Lord Jesus Christ’s grace be with your spirit.  Amen. 
 


