
   

Holy Cross Episcopal Church / Carlsbad, California  
 

The First Sunday of Advent 
November 29, 2020 

9:00 AM 
 

Welcome to Holy Cross Episcopal Church.  We are happy that you are here to celebrate with us.  
Wherever you find yourself on your journey of faith, know that you are welcomed here. Holy 
Cross is a welcoming, inclusive, open and affirming congregation. We are comprised of and 
reach out to the young and the old, established members and newcomers, those who are 
married, divorced, partnered or single individuals, widows and widowers, those who identify as 
straight and those who identify as LGBTQ, the wealthy and those with limited resources, and 
families and individuals from any ethnic, cultural or faith background. Whatever your faith 
tradition, please participate in worship as fully as you like.  
 

Diocesan Statement of Unity 
As part of the Jesus Movement and the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego, we pledge 
to love our neighbors and protect the most vulnerable among us, remembering 
our baptismal vows to “strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 
the dignity of every human being.” We live these pledges out by actively engaging 
in dismantling racism. For many of us, this will mean learning more about our 
racial identity, listening to those who have experienced racial prejudice, speaking 
out against racism, and showing up alongside those in our community working to 
change unjust systems in our society. We also live out this pledge at worship 
during this pandemic, by wearing face-coverings, respecting distancing 
guidelines, foregoing the common cup and refraining from congregational 
responses and singing unless safely inside our cars or home. 

 

The Season of Advent:  The Advent season begins the Church year and is observed in many 
Christian churches as a time of expectant waiting and preparation for both the celebration of 
the Nativity of Jesus at Christmas and the return of Jesus at the Second Coming.  The word 
“Advent” is derived from the Latin word meaning “Coming”.  We light the candles of the Advent 
Wreath to mark our passage through the four weeks.  The evergreen circle symbolizes the 
eternal, living God who has no beginning and no end.   
 

The Word of God – Liturgy of the Word 
Responses and unison parts are indicated in boldfaced italics.  
Music used by permission, through purchase of Ritestuff 2.0 and according to CCLI License #3070172.  
 

Lighting of Advent Wreath Candle    
 

Presider We light the first blue candle of HOPE.  (Pause for the lighting of the Advent Candle)   

This candle reminds us that God foretold the coming of Jesus through the prophets. It represents 
the world’s hopefulness in waiting for Jesus, the salvation of the world.  

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christianity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Coming
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Opening Hymn  “Lo! He comes, with Clouds Descending” 
Sung by Jack Deane and Virginia Sublett, St. Andrew's Music Director 
Hymnal 1982; Hymn #57;  Words:  Charles Wesley (1707-1788);  Tune:  HELMSLEY;  Composer:  Thomas Augustine Arne (1710-1778);  
https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/57  

 
1  Lo! he comes with clouds descending, 
 once for our salvation slain; 
 thousand, thousand saints attending 
 swell the triumph of his train: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 
2  Every eye shall now behold him, 
 robed in dreadful majesty; 
 those who set at nought and sold him, 
 pierced, and nailed him to the tree, 
 deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
 shall the true Messiah see. 
 
3  Those dear tokens of his passion 
 still his dazzling body bears, 
 cause of endless exultation 
 to his ransomed worshipers; 
 with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
 gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
4  Yea, amen! let all adore thee, 
 high on thine eternal throne; 
 Savior, take the power and glory; 
 claim the kingdom for thine own: 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Thou shalt reign, and thou alone. 
 
--- 

  

https://hymnary.org/hymn/EH1982/57
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Opening Acclamation  read by Karen Sanchez  

Presider Blessed be the one, holy, and living God. 
People Glory to God for ever and ever.   Amen 
 

Presider Holy God, 
 Holy and Mighty, 
 Holy Immortal One, 
People  Have mercy on us. 
 

Presider Let us pray. 
 

Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; 
that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.   Amen. (BCP p.211) 
 
The Lessons 

A reading from Isaiah   (64:1-9) 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the mountains would quake 
at your presence -- as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil -- to make 
your name known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked 
at your presence. From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any 
God besides you, who works for those who wait for him. You meet those who gladly do right, 
those who remember you in your ways. But you were angry, and we sinned; because you hid 
yourself we transgressed. We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden 
your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. Yet, O Lord, you are our 
Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand. Do not be 
exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your 
people. 

Presider The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 80     (1-7, 16-18)     Qui regis Israel  read by Karen Sanchez  
 

1  Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 
  shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 

2  In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 
  stir up your strength and come to help us. 
 

3  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

4  O Lord God of hosts, * 
  how long will you be angered despite the prayers of your people? 
 

5  You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
  you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
 

6  You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
  and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

7  Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

16  Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
  the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 
 

17  And so will we never turn away from you; * 
  give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 
 

18  Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; * 
  show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
 

 
The Gospel   Mark 13:24-37  

Presider The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 
give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be 
shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then 
he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth 
to the ends of heaven. 

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, 
you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that 
he is near, at the very gates. Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these 
things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 



5 

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and 
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know 
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at 
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to 
all: Keep awake.” 

Presider The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
Homily      The Rev Richard Hogue, Jr. 
 

Prayers of the People     read by Sue Sebastian  
(Form IV, BCP p.388) 
 

Leader Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together 
in your love, and reveal your glory in the world.   
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.  
 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we 
may honor one another and serve the common good.   
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.  
 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly 
in the service of others and to your honor and glory.   
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.  
 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, 
and love one another as he loves us.   
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer.  
 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;  especially  Fr. Atwood,  Tom & 
Wayne,  Arlene,  Ann,  Paul,  Bob,  Michael,  Jen … Grant,  Jerry,  Art,  Rhonda,  The Petersen 
family,  Charlotte and The Laubach family;  Maxine & Bob,  Pamela & Cliff,  Charlie,  Marilyn & 
Art,  Mary & Ray;  all who have been affected by:  the COVID-19 virus; the wildfires, hurricanes 
and tropical storms, or who have no one to pray for them. 
Are there others?   (pause);  
Give them courage and hope in their troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation. 
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer. 
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We commend to your mercy all who have died, especially Arlene Stahlheber (Brian Petersen’s 
grandmother);  Peter Laubach (parishioner);  those who have lost their lives to:  the COVID-19 
virus, the wildfires, hurricanes and flooding;  Or, who have given their lives for freedom’s cause. 
Are there others?   (pause);  
That your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray that we may share with all your saints in 
their eternal kingdom.  
 Lord, in your mercy,   Hear our prayer. 
 
Presider  Almighty and eternal God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth:  
 Mercifully accept the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to do your will; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.   
 
 
Confession  read by Karen Sanchez 
 

Presider Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
    we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
    by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
    we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
    have mercy on us and forgive us; 
    that we may delight in your will, 
    and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen. 

 
Presider Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life.   Amen. 

 
 
The Peace 
 

Presider The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People silently bow to each other or share some other silent/distanced sign of peace. 
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Prayers for Birthdays & Anniversaries   (Nov 29 – Dec 5) 
 

For a Birthday   
Watch over your children, O Lord, especially Mirna Tinney and Fr. Roger Haenke as their days 
increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them when they stand; 
comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may 
the peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  
 
For an Anniversary  
Eternal God, look with favor upon the world you have made and especially upon these couples. 
Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their lives together, that each may be to the 
other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in joy. 
Grant that their wills may be so knit together in your will, and their spirits in your Spirit, that 
they may grow in love and peace with you and one another all the days of their life. Amen. 

 
 

The Holy Communion – Liturgy of the Table 
 

Offertory Sentence  
 

Presider I appeal to you, by the mercies of God, to present yourselves as a living sacrifice,  
 holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  
 
Virtual Offertory 

While the office is closed, contributions and pledge payments can be mailed to the office. 

Alternatively, you may consider texting 646.832.4848 to donate.   
Text the amount you want to donate via our secure Faithstreet platform.   
Click on the link you receive and enter the Holy Cross quickcode, hcec.  
Follow the instructions to finalize the process.  They offer the option for donors to pay the 
fee which is treated as a donation to Holy Cross and is tax deductible. 
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Offertory Hymn  “My Lord, What a morning”  
Sung by Jack Deane and Virginia Sublett, St. Andrew’s Music Director 
Lift Every Voice & Sing II; Hymn #13;  Words:  Negro Spiritual; Tune:  You’ll hear the Trumpet Sound;  https://hymnary.org/hymn/LEVS1993/13  

 
 Refrain: 
  My Lord, what a morning, 
  My Lord, what a morning 
  O my Lord, what a morning, 
  When the stars begin to fall. 
 
1  You’ll hear the trumpet sound, 
 To wake the nations underground, 
 Looking to my God’s right hand, 
 When the stars begin to fall.  
  [Refrain] 
 
2  You’ll hear the sinner mourn, 
 To wake the nations underground, 
 Looking to my God’s right hand, 
 When the stars begin to fall.  
  [Refrain] 
 
3  You’ll hear the Christian shout, 
 To wake the nations underground, 
 Looking to my God’s right hand, 
 When the stars begin to fall.  
  [Refrain] 
 
--- 

  

https://hymnary.org/hymn/LEVS1993/13
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Spiritual Communion 
 

Presider And now as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to silently pray, 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 

 

Consecrated bread and wine are displayed. 
 

Presider Lord Christ, we believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since 
we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts.  
We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all our heart, our soul, and  
our mind. Let nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until,  
by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace. Amen. 

 
Blessing  
 

Presider The blessing of God Almighty, the Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer,  
 be upon you and remain with you forever.  Amen. 

 
The Dismissal  
 

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God. 
 
Sung Dismissal “Go Now in Peace” performed by the Tinney Family 
Words: Don Besig and Nancy Price (ASCAP), Music: Don Besig; Copyright Harold Flammer, Inc, sole selling agent Shawnee Press, Inc. Delaware Water Gap, PA 15327 
 

Go now in peace, never be afraid 
God will go with you each hour of every day 

Go now in faith, steadfast, strong and true 
Know He will guide you in all you do 

Go now in love and show you believe 
Reach out to others so all the world can see 

God will be there watching from above 
Go now in peace, in faith, and in love 

A - men.   A-men. A    -   men. 
 
Presider  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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Liturgical Leaders  
 
 Presider The Rev. Richard Hogue, Jr. 
 Readers Karen Sanchez,  Sue Sebastian  and volunteers 

 
 

Thank you to all for your service. 

May you know the love of God and be filled with new life. 

 

 
A Prayer for Peace 
 

Eternal God, in whose perfect kingdom no sword is drawn but the sword of righteousness, no 
strength known but the strength of love: So mightily spread abroad your Spirit, that all peoples 
may be gathered under the banner of the Prince of Peace, as children of one Father; to whom be 
dominion and glory, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
A Prayer for the Human Family 
 

O God, you made us in your own image and redeemed us through Jesus your Son: Look with 
compassion on the whole human family; take away the arrogance and hatred which infect our 
hearts; break down the walls that separate us; unite us in bonds of love; and work through our 
struggle and confusion to accomplish your purposes on earth; that, in your good time, all nations 
and races may serve you in harmony around your heavenly throne; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
Amen. 
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