
DRAFT 

Holy Cross in-person worship procedures. 

Opening words from our Vicar. 

Excerpts from Bishop Susan’s Diocesan Guidelines: 

As the coronavirus situation continues to improve in our region, our diocese is 

watching the situation carefully and praying that our case numbers continue to drop, 

as our vaccinations increase. We are so thankful for the scientific advances that have 

brought this improvement, as well as the careful adherence to safety practices that 

you have been following in our churches. Mindful that cases are still spiking 

elsewhere in our country and in the world, we offer our prayers for those who are 

still suffering, and we realize that we may see our own situation worsen in the 

future. Although we may need to tighten our restrictions again, for now our 

guidelines are changing to recognize the improving environment.  

We look forward to resuming in-person worship at the Holy Cross “camp site” at the 

Oceanside Sanctuary, located at 204 S. Freeman, the corner of Freeman and Topeka, 

Oceanside. We will adhere to the following Holy Cross in-person worship procedures.  

General 

There are 18 marked parking spaces in the church parking lot on the south side of 

the church. Additional street parking is available. 

For the time being, entrance to the church will be via the back door, off of the alley. 

This entrance avoids any unnecessary stairs, and best accommodates any individual 

with mobility restrictions. 

An usher will greet all in attendance at the door, provide a service booklet and direct 

them to a second usher who will seat them. The second usher will guide the 

individual(s) to a designated seat, and ensure a 6-foot separation is maintained. All 

seating will be as designated by an usher. 

When the service is concluded an usher will indicate the sequence and flow of 

departing congregants. 

Any pre or post conversation groups near the entrance or parking lot are to be 

masked, and maintain six feet of separation. 



Additional procedures 

Temperatures will not be taken 

Contact tracing is not required 

Hand sanitizer will be available at the entrance and other places in the church 

Deep cleaning of all surfaces will not be required before and after service. However, 

frequently touched area such as door handles will be frequently cleaned. 

Service booklets are not required to be sanitized 

Masks will be worn at all services, but double masking is not required. High risk, 

unvaccinated persons are encouraged to wear double masks. Masks will be provided 

for anyone who does not have one. 

General worship procedures 

Outdoor worship is not currently contemplated at the Oceanside Sanctuary location. 

Microphones will be cleaned between speakers, or separate microphones will be 

provided for each speaker. 

Preachers may remove their masks, if they are 12 feet away from other participants. 

Clergy will thoroughly wash their hands during the offertory, before setting the table 

for communion or praying the Great Thanksgiving. 

Communion wine may be offered if: it is in an individual container, or the priest 

intincts all wafers and offers the intincted wafers to congregation, either by dropping 

them into their hands or placing them in individual containers to hand to people. 

Wafers will not be placed directly on people’s lips. 

Congregational singing and spoken responses  

Spoken congregational responses are permitted if participants are masked. 

Congregational singing is not permitted, but congregants may hum quietly behind 

their masks. 

Indoor worship procedures  

Up to 50% of the worship space seating capacity may be filled. 



Each household group, or each individual worshiper must be spaced 6 feet from any 

other group or individual. 

The best ventilation possible will be provided. 

In-door services will be limited to 60 minutes or less. 

Small groups meeting indoors.  

Small groups of church members may meet indoors. If everyone is vaccinated and all 

agree, masks may be removed, but a 6-foot distance will be maintained. 

Indoor Sunday school and youth group procedures. 

The CDC guidelines for schools will be followed. 

All children must wear masks. 

Hand sanitizer must be used upon arrival, and before children return to their 

families. 

Three-feet of spacing must be maintained. 

Only individual supplies will be provided. 

No food or drink shall be part of the program. 

Refreshments. 

At this time no refreshments will be provided. 

 

 

 

 


