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Parent to Parent of Georgia (P2P) has been making great strides working with the 
Atlanta Area School for the Deaf (AASD) through the Georgia Vocational 
Rehabilitation Agency’s (GVRA) E3 project.  AASD serves more than thirty 
counties in metro Atlanta, so many of the students and their families live a long 
way from the school which complicates some parents’ ability to come to the 
school.  To help bring parents and students together, P2P worked closely with Patti 
Lombardi from AASD and GVRA staff to plan two events: a College Fair in the 
fall, and a Transition Fair in the spring.  Both events had a large turnout which 
added to the overall success.  

The spring event included many 
providers of adult services as well 
as a luncheon for Spanish-
speaking families with a guest 
speaker.  P2P provided one-on-
one assistance for many families 
and offered follow up with others 
later.  Parents found out about 
future free trainings and received 
demonstrations on navigating the 
Parent to Parent’s Roadmap to 

Success, the Special Needs Database, and archived webinars.  In addition to P2P’s 
resources, students and their families had the opportunity to talk to organizations 
ranging from Social Security to Disability Link.  Both American Sign Language 
(ASL) interpreters as well as Spanish language interpreters were available to all 
throughout the event.  

Most family members of the juniors and seniors at AASD this year have been 
contacted via phone or have been emailed information about the E3 Project, 
Vocational Rehabiliataion and Parent to Parent of Georgia. When discussing P2P 
programs and services with family members, they are told that we provide one-on-
one assistance, free trainings, and have a Supporting Parent matching program.  



Having gone through transition to adulthood with my own daughter Megan, who 
has Down syndrome, I know how stressful this time can be. Some of the issues I 
have assisted AASD families with include how to be sure there is an ASL 
interpreter at their adult child’s medical appointments, how to find driving 
instruction for a student whose schedule conflicted with driver’s education 
schedule at AASD, and how to be sure all of their paperwork was completed to 
apply for further education at Cave Spring Center.  

I would like thank the E3 team at AASD, including Carrie Allen, the AASD 
Vocational Rehabilitation Counselor from GVRA; Charlotte Young, GVRA Career 
Pathways Specialist; Adam Garfinkel, AASD Transition Specialist and as 
previously mentioned Patti Lombardi.  They have all been so helpful and 
supportive.   

Madeline Griffin 
E3 Transition Partner 
Parent to Parent of Georgia 


