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[image: bullet]     Season Goals: Freshman football should be fun!  I believe that this holds true for the game at every level, but as the kids grow and advance, concentration will be placed on a more centralized goal, winning. For some, this is the first year they will play organized football, and it will be challenging. Each week we will be building upon the skills you learned in the previous week. The kids will absorb much in the next few months and it may seem overwhelming at times. It is my job and the job of my coaching staff, to keep it simple, provide leadership and to develop trust within the team.  When this is done, the groundwork for a fun, successful season will be in place.  My goals as head coach for the season are that the kids have fun learning basic and advanced football skills, that they are competitive and that we accomplish these goals while displaying good sportsmanship.  As mentioned before, there is a lot to learn in the following months as football is different from any other sport. It is very complex and equipment involved sport. We will start this season with the basics of the game. This will allow the players to develop their own feel for the game. As we progress, an emphasis will be placed upon increased teamwork, more advanced techniques and conditioning.  It will be fun! 
[image: bullet]    What you can expect from my Staff:  My staff and I are here to teach your kids the game of football.  We will do so in a positive, dignified and safe environment. My staff will conduct themselves in a manner that will display respect and sportsmanship. We will develop their football skills throughout the season and motivate them to play to the best of their abilities.  Each staff member has football knowledge and now enjoys passing those that knowledge and experiences on to the kids.  We are out here because we each love the sport.  Football is a character-building game and a very rewarding one.  Each coach is out here because he wants to be and will be dedicated to this team 100%.                
[image: bullet]     What is expected from the PLAYERS:  
      School:	Players are expected to do well in school.  Family and schoolwork are top priority, and it is important that the kids understand the nature of grades and schoolwork. Although it is a ways off, if they hope to play football in high school/college they will not be able to do so with poor grades. 
       Conduct: 	All Players are expected to treat other Players, Coaches, Cheerleaders, Parents and Game officials with genuine respect. There is to be no trash talking, foul language or dirty playing.
      Discipline: As mentioned above each Player will show respect to the Coaches, Officials, Teammates, and Parents at all times.  A player will be disciplined for talking back to Coaches, Officials and Parents for using foul language or fighting.


· Aggressiveness:  We expect each player to give 110% every minute he is on the field.  Whether it is practice or game day, anything less will not be acceptable.  We expect them to be aggressive while on the field.  Aggressive players seldom get hurt.  Although aggressiveness is a necessity in football, over aggressiveness will not be tolerated.
Intital__________ Any player hurting or attempting to hurt another player on purpose will be disciplined.
Intital__________ Any player starting a fight with other teammates will be suspended from that week’s game on the first offense. If a player is found to have started a fight a second time they will be removed from the team.
      Attendance:         All players are expected to participate in practice. 
· Late to a Game – If your child is not at the game at least 45 min before the start of the scheduled game time they will not participate in the first quarter of that game. 
· Late to practice – If your child is 15 minutes late to practice for 2 practices during the week they might not start in that week’s game.
· Missed practice – I understand that your child may be involved with other sports i.e. Baseball and if any player misses two practices in any given week, that player will not be eligible to play in that week’s game. I understand that situations arise, and your athlete may not be able to attend, however, if a player misses practice, it is a detriment to the athlete and to the team.  
· Water:	It is extremely important that each player bring their own water to every practice so they can stay hydrated. Sharing of water bottles is a great way to share colds and flus.    
 [image: bullet]    What is expected from the PARENTS:  
       Sportsmanship: Parents should always strive to encourage all players. By being supportive of all kids, you are truly an asset to the team.  Positive cheering at the games motivates the players tremendously. Parent attendance at practice or games is not mandatory, but strongly encouraged, especially on game day.  Practice is more of the “drop off at and pick up from” situation, however, the kids will notice who is and isn’t present on game day. 
        Practice: Parents are encouraged to attend practice.  Kids like to see mom and/or dad taking an interest in their practice. Attending practice also lets you see your child progress throughout the season. When attending practice please respect the practice field markers (orange cones) and watch the practice from outside the cones.
       Conduct:  Parents are required to maintain and control their temper at all times. During any practice and/or game if any parent, family member or friend disrupts the current activity by using foul language, possessing and or drinking alcohol or smoking marijuana on the fields, badgering Coaches, Players, Other Parents or Officials they will be escorted off the field. 
   Positions: Each player will be evaluated for both offensive and defensive positions and those that have an understanding of the game of football will tell you that the offensive and defensive line positions are critical to achieving success on the football field. That being said, many children will want to play a skill position and many parents want this as well. It is our job regardless of what position a player might have played in the past to place the player where they will have the opportunity for success and more importantly where they can best help the team achieve success. 
      Playing time: NMYAFL has a mandatory 10-play (10 plays per game) rule regarding playing time.  This is the required league minimum. My staff and I will strive to give each player as much playing time beyond this minimum, every game. If this becomes an issue I will be happy to discuss this with you Before or After the games or practice. 
· Comments or Concerns: During the season questions and/or concerns about playing time, coaching style, etc. may arise.  Please hold them until after the game or practice and address them to Coach Blair ONLY. This will help to not distract the players and it will not take the players time and attention away from the game and/or practice at that moment. I will ALWAYS be ready to address any concerns Before or After the practice or the game. 
 [image: bullet]    Fall Season Finances and Fundraising:
· Parent Donation: $28.50 per Player
· Cheer Parent Donation: $35.00 per Cheerleader


ABQ Bulldog
Contact Info and Practice times

Head Coach
Coach Bill Blair

Team Mom

Team Communication - Download Band App or use this link: 

Parent Meeting
July 21st 6:00pm Thomas Bell Community Center (Kirtland Park)

Practice Starts 
July 21st 6:00pm

Practice Park
Thomas Bell Community Center (Kirtland Park)

Practice Times
Week 1 and 2
Monday July 21st – July 25th – 6pm to 8pm

Saturday July 26th - 9:00am to 11am

Monday July 28th – August 8th 6pm to 8:00pm

Week 3 and beyond
Practice from 6:00pm to 8:00pm Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
Until the time change and then Practice will be 5:30pm to 7:30pm

First Game 

Saturday August 9th Time: 9:00am   Location: Mesa Del Sol

2025 Albuquerque Bulldog
Fall Freshman
Parent / Player Agreement

Agreement:

My child and I have thoroughly read the above season goals and important initialed items below and understand that by initialing and signing below, we agree to abide by the team rules and conditions contained within the season goals and understand the ramifications of not abiding by these goals and responsibilities as set forth by the New Mexico Young America Football League and Coach Blair. 

Parent Initial:_____ Player Initial:_____: Any player hurting or attempting to hurt another player on purpose will be disciplined.
Parent Initial:_____ Player Initial:_____: Any player starting a fight with other teammates will be suspended from that week’s game on the first offense. If a player is found to have started a fight a second time they will be removed from the team.
Parent Initial:_____: There is a new NMYAFL Rule that if a Parent/Guardian or relative of a player is ejected from a game the Player and the Parent/Guardian must leave the game venue. 

My child and I have thoroughly read the above season goals and understand all of the responsibilities contained herein. By signing below, we agree to abide by the terms and conditions contained within the season goals and understand the ramifications of not abiding by these goals and responsibilities as set forth by the New Mexico Young America Football League and Coach Blair. 



_________________________			__________________________	
Parent						Player


___________					____________
Date							Date

	
_________________________                         
William (Bill) Blair
Head Coach

__________
Date 
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