
It’s Thanksgiving week. A time for family gatherings, lots of food and goodies, football 
and a time to thank God for our many blessings. 
 
We’re now several weeks into our 2020 stewardship campaign. We’re not finished yet, 
but to date we’re are doing quite well toward our goal of $525,000. Currently we’re at 
$439,000; $86,000 short of our goal, but it is well within our reach. 
 
Our other goal is increasing our number of pledging units – defined as an individual 
member or member family of St. Mark’s. We currently have 237 members on our roles. 
As of this past weekend, we’ve had 124 individuals or families submit pledges for 2020. 
We’d like to increase that number to at least 200, regardless of the amount pledged. 
Even the smallest amount can make a difference. An example: 
 
Judy and I were attending Sunday services our daughter’s Episcopal parish in 
the Chicago area a few years ago. Despite being in an upscale suburb, there is a 
surprising amount of economic diversity in their parish. Certainly lots of generous 
pledges, but plenty of modest ones as well. It was the Sunday after the conclusion of 
their stewardship campaign and their rector told a story:  
 
Members of the stewardship committee were opening pledge cards, 
recording, tallying…all the usual activities. They were near the end and were just $50 
short of their budget goal. There was just one envelope left. The rector opened it and 
there was a pledge for $50, just enough to make their budget goal. A miracle? Perhaps, 
but unquestionably proof that every pledge counts. 
 
So, if you have not pledged yet, please prayerfully consider doing so over this 
Thanksgiving weekend. Yes, as you’ve heard many times by now, we have an 
ambitious yet very pragmatic budget and we need everyone to pledge and give as 
much as they can. But remember that even the smallest amount can make a difference. 
 
If you’ve already pledged, thank you so much. If you’re still thinking about it, it’s not 
too late and we really need you to help St. Mark’s make our 2020 goal.  
 
Here’s to a blessed Thanksgiving to all of us at St. Mark’s. 
 
 
Tom Walker 
Stewardship Committee 

 


