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The Garden Grove Way
Leads to Student
Success

It has been a wonderful
start to the school year!
Now in my 14th year as
Superintendent of Garden

Dr. Gabriela Grove Unified School
Mafi District, I remain deeply
Superintendent  grateful for the partnership

of our students, staff, and
families. Together, we remain focused
on our three goals: equipping every
student with the academic skills (Goal 1)
and personal skills (Goal 2) needed for
lifelong success (Goal 3).

GGUSD continues to earn recognition
at the county, state, and national
levels. For seven consecutive years, our
students’ SBAC scores have exceeded
county and state averages in both
English Language Arts and Mathematics.
Our 2025-26 SBAC scores were 12 points
above the state average in ELA and 14
points higher in Math. Nine of our 17
secondary schools were named 2026
California Distinguished Schools—the
most of any district in Orange County
and the third-highest number in
California. Additionally, GGUSD high
schools once again earned impressive
rankings in U.S. News & World Report’s
list of America’s Best High Schools.

Our award-winning Spanish and
Vietnamese Dual Language Immersion
programs continue to grow. Building on
their success, we announced plans to
expand our Vietnamese Dual Language
Immersion program to Anthony
Elementary School, providing more
students with the opportunity to become
bilingual, biliterate, and culturally
proficient. The district is recognized as
a model for dual language excellence,
having been recognized earlier this year
with the Trailblazer Visionary Board
Award from the California Association
of Bilingual Education (CABE) and
the Lynne Aoki Multiple Pathways to
Biliteracy Award from Californians
Together.
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A la Manera de Garden Grove
onduce al éxito estudiantil

iHa sido un maravilloso comienzo
del afno escolar! Ahora que cumplo
mi afo numero catorce como
superintendente del Distrito Escolar
Unificado de Garden Grove, sigo
estando profundamente agradecida
por la colaboracioén de nuestros
alumnos, el personal y las familias.
Juntos, nos mantenemos enfocados
en nuestras tres metas: la (Meta 1)
Habilidades académicas (Meta 2)
Habilidades personales (Meta 3)
Habilidades necesarias para alcanzar
el éxito de por vida.

E1 GGUSD contintia obteniendo
reconocimientos a nivel del condado,
estatal y nacional. Durante siete
anos consecutivos, los puntajes de
nuestros alumnos en las Evaluaciones
del Consorcio Smarter Balanced
(SBAC) han superado los promedios
del condado y del estado tanto en las
Artes de Lenguaje en Inglés como en
Matematicas. Nuestros puntajes de
las SBAC del afio escolar 2025-2026
estuvieron 12 puntos mas arriba del
promedio estatal en las Artes de
Lenguaje Inglés y 14 puntos mas altos
en Matematicas. Nueve de nuestras
17 escuelas de secundaria fueron
nombradas “Escuelas Distinguidas de
California” (California Distinguished
Schools) del afio 2026, la mayor
cantidad de escuelas entre todos los
distritos del Condado de Orange y el
Distrito con el tercer nimero més alto
de escuelas en California. Ademas,
las escuelas secundarias del GGUSD
lograron nuevamente impresionantes
clasificaciones en la lista de U.S.
News & World Report de las mejores
escuelas secundarias de los Estados
Unidos.

Nuestros programas galardonados
de Inmersién en Dos Idiomas, tanto
en Espafiol y Vietnamita, siguen
expandiéndose. Basandose en su
éxito, anunciamos nuestros planes
para ampliar nuestro programa

See SUPERINTENDENT ® Page 4
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Puong Hudng Garden Grove
Chap Céanh Cho Hoc Sinh Vuon
Pén Thanh Cong

Nim hoc méi da khéi dau that
thuan lgri! Bede vao ndm thir 14
trong vai trdo Tong Giam DBoc Hoc
Khu Garden Grove, tdi ludn tran
trong va bi€t o'n s dong hanh ctaa
toan th€ quy phu huynh, nhan vién
va céc em hoc sinh. Cuing nhau hop
tac, ching ta ti€p tuc git vieng ba
muc tiéu: trang bi cho moi hoc sinh
ning lyc hoc tdp (Muc tiéu 1), ndng
Iwc ¢4 nhan (Muc tiéu 2), d€ tw do tw
tin thanh cdng trén dwong doi (Muc
tiéu 3).

GGUSD tiép tuc dat nhiéu thanh
tich & cap quén hat, ti€u bang va
toan quéc. Trong 7 ndm lién, két
qua thi SBAC ctia hoc sinh chiing
ta déu cao hon ty 1€ trung binh ctia
quén hat va ti€u bang vé ca hai moén
Anh Vin (ELA) va Toan. Trong
nién hoc 2025-26, di€m thi SBAC
vé mon ELA cia hoc sinh GGUSD
cao hon mic trung binh cua ti€u
bang 1a 12 di€m va cao hon 14 di€m
vé mon Toén. Trong s6 17 trwong
trung hoc ctia hoc khu, 9 treong
dwoc x&p vao hang C4c Truong Uu
Td Cua California Nam 2026 —
dan dau trong Hat Orange va dirng
th ba trén toan ti€u bang California
voi 8§ lwegng treong dwore tuyén
duong. Ngoai ra, cdc treong trung
hoc cap II cia GGUSD tiép tuc dat
danh hiéu Nhirng Truong Trung
Hoc Cap I Hang Pau Hoa Ky do
Bdo Hoa Ky va Thong Tin Thé GiGi
(U.S. News & World Report) binh
chon.

V&i nhitng gidi thwéng da dat
dugre, cac chwong trinh song nglr
ti€ng Tay Ban Nha va ti€ng Viét
ctia hoc khu ngay cang phat tri€n.
Trén da thanh cong nay, hoc khu
da théng bdo k& hoach mé thém
chrong trinh song ngtr ti€ng Viét
tai Tredng Ti€u Hoc Anthony nhim
tao thém co’ hdi cho nhiéu hoc sinh
thong thao cd Anh va Viét Ngt,
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Continued from Page 3

GGUSD’s Board of Education celebrates its nine secondary schools that earned the prestigious 2026 CA Distinguished School award
including Los Amigos and Santiago high schools which earned it for the first time in school history.

La Mesa Directiva de Educacion del GGUSD celebra a sus nueve escuelas secundarias que obtuvieron el prestigioso
premio de Escuela Distinguida de California del aiio 2026, incluyendo a las escuelas secundarias Los Amigos y Santiago
que recibieron dicho premio por primera vez en su historia escolar.

Hoi Dong Gido Duc GGUSD mirng thanh tich cta 9 truong trung hoc cap | va cap Il da dat danh hiéu Truong Uu Ti cia
California nam 2026. Day la Ian dau tién truong trung hoc cap Il Los Amigos va Santiago dat dugc danh higu nay.

We are equally proud of the
welcoming school environments that
help our students thrive. This year,

41 GGUSD schools earned Positive
Behavioral Interventions and Supports
(PBIS) awards for their work fostering
positive school culture and climate—
an impressive increase from 28 schools
last year.

GGUSD has also become a model for
Community Schools, which connect
students and families with academic,
health, mental health, and other
essential resources. We are on track to
become a Community Schools District
in 2027 with every school across the
district adopting the Community
Schools framework that allows us to
better serve families.

Our commitment to college and
career readiness also remains strong.
Supported by our robust AVID
program, 64.5% of graduates completed
the rigorous a—g college entrance

4 Novemser 2026
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de Inmersién en Dos Idiomas en
Vietnamita en la Escuela Primaria
Anthony, brindando a més estudiantes
la oportunidad de alcanzar el
bilingiiismo, la alfabetizacién en dos
idiomas y la competencia cultural. E1
Distrito es reconocido como un modelo
de excelencia en la educacion bilingiie,
después de haber sido reconocido a
principios de este afio con el premio
Visionario Innovador de la Asociacién
de California para la Educacion
Bilingiie (Trailblazer Visionary Board
Award) de la Asociacién de Educacion
Bilingiie de California (CABE) y el
premio Lynne Aoki por sus Miiltiples
Trayectorias hacia la Alfabetizacion
Bilingiie (Lynne Aoki Multiple
Pathways to Biliteracy Award) de la
organizacién Californians Together.
Estamos igualmente orgullosos de
los ambientes escolares acogedores
que ayudan a nuestros estudiantes a
prosperar. Este afio, 41 escuelas del

See SUPERINTENDENT ® Page 5

dong thoi am hi€u va trin trong céc
nén van hod. Chwong Trinh Song
Ngwr H6i Nhap Tiéng Tay Ban Nha
va Tiéng Viét cia GGUSD dugc
tuyén dwong 12 md hinh ki€u mau
vé pham chat ging day xuit séc.
Vao dau nam nay, hoc khu vinh dy
nhén giai thudng Ho6i Pong Gido
Duc Tién Phong va C6 Tam Nhin
Xa (Trailblazer Visionary Board
Award) ctia Hiép Ho6i Gido Duc
Song Ngtwr California (CABE), ciing
Giai Thudng Lynne Aoki Danh
cho Hoc Khu C6 Nhi¢u Churong
Trinh Phdt Tri€n cdc Ky Ning Song
Ngtt ctia Hoi Lién Hiru Ngwoi Dan
California.

Ching t6i cling rat hanh dién vé
mdi treong hoc dwong than di, noi
khuyén khich hoc sinh phét huy t&i
da ti€m nidng. Ndm nay, 41 trueong
GGUSD dat giai thwéng Hoan
Thién Tédc Phong va Hanh Ki€m
(PBIS) nho’ vao nd Iyc kién tao moi
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requirements, while student participation remained strong
across our 15 Career and Technical Education pathways.
We also opened our third Early College Academy (offered at
Santiago, Los Amigos and now Bolsa Grande high schools),
giving students the opportunity to earn college credits—
and even an associate degree—at no cost while attending
high school.

GGUSD obtuvieron premios de Intervenciones y Apoyos
para el Comportamiento Positivo (PBIS) por su trabajo
al fomentar una cultura y un clima escolar positivo, un
aumento impresionante comparado a las 28 escuelas del
afio pasado.

E1 GGUSD también se ha convertido en un modelo
de Escuelas Comunitarias, las cuales vinculan a los
estudiantes y a las familias con recursos académicos, de
salud, de salud mental y otros servicios esenciales. Estamos
en camino de convertirnos para el afio 2027 en un Distrito
de Escuelas Comunitarias, con todas las escuelas del
Distrito adoptando el modelo de Escuelas Comunitarias que
nos permite atender mejor a las familias.

Nuestro compromiso con la preparacién universitaria
y de carreras profesionales también se mantiene firme.
Gracias al respaldo de nuestro sélido programa AVID,
el 64.5 % de los graduados cumplié con los rigurosos

trwong va van hod hoc duong tich cwc— mot budre tién ding
khich 1€ so v&i 28 tredng vao ndm trudre.

GGUSD dang din d4u trong viéc xay dgng md hinh Trwedong
Hoc Két N&i Cong Pong, nhdm két n&i hoc sinh va gia dinh dén
céc ngudn hd tro' thiet y&u vé hoc van, y t&, siec khoé tAm than
va nhiéu nhu ¢au khéc. Hoc khu dang tirng bude hwdng dén
muc tiéu tré thanh Hoc Khu Thyc Hién M6 Hinh Truong Hoc
Keét N&i Cong Pong vao nim 2027, khi tit cd cdc tredong trong
hoc khu d&u thire thi md hinh niy nhim d4p @¥ng nhu ¢iu clia
hoc sinh va gia dinh dwge hiéu qua hon.

Chiing tdi ludn gilr virng cam k&t chu&h bi cho hoc sinh sin
sang vao dai hoc va chon nganh nghé. Nho vao sy phat tri€n
manh mé clia chwong trinh AVID, 64.5% hoc sinh t6t nghiép cia
hoc khu d3 hoan tit cdc diéu kién cam go a—-g d€ duoc xét tuyén
vao dai hoc. Pong thai, hoc sinh ti€p tuc hwdng ing 15 nganh
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As we continue the school year, we remain committed
to ensuring every student feels safe, supported, included,
and prepared to succeed. Thank you to our families for
your partnership and for trusting us with your children—
because treating every student as if they were our own
family is the Garden Grove Way.

requisitos de admisién universitaria de la a-g, al mismo
tiempo que la participacién de nuestros estudiantes

se mantuvo elevada en 15 trayectorias de Educacién
Técnica y de Carreras. Asimismo, inauguramos nuestra
tercera Academia de Preuniversidad (Early College
Academy), disponible en las escuelas secundarias

Santiago, Los Amigos y ahora Bolsa Grande, lo que brinda

a los estudiantes la oportunidad de obtener créditos
universitarios — e incluso un titulo de asociado — sin costo
alguno mientras cursan la escuela secundaria.

A medida que avanzamos en el afio escolar, reafirmamos
nuestro compromiso de garantizar que cada estudiante se
sienta seguro, apoyado, incluido y preparado para triunfar.
Agradecemos a nuestras familias por su colaboracién y por
confiarnos a sus hijos, porque el tratar a cada estudiante
como si fuera de nuestra propia familia esa es a la “Manera
Garden Grove”.

nghié thudc chuong trinh Gido Duc Ky Thudt va Hedng Nghiép
caa hoc khu. Ndm nay, chiing t6i ciing mé rong Chwong Trinh
Vao Pai Hoc Sé'm tai dia di€m thir ba (dd md tai treong trung
hoc cap II Santiago va Los Amigos, nay bo sung thém trueong
Bolsa Grande). Chwong trinh tao cor hdi cho hoc sinh vira hoan
ta't chwong trinh trung hoc, vira dat tin chi dai hoc ngay khi con
dang & bac trung hoc. Dic biét, cic em con cé th€ 1y bing cao
déng ma khong phai trd hoc phi.

Trong nhirng thdng ngay sip t&i, ching toi s& tiép tuc nd luc
d€ moi hoc sinh luén cdm thdy an toan, dwgrc quan tdm, chim
séc va nhan duorc sy hd trg cAn thiét d€ thanh cong. Chan thanh
cam on quy phu huynh va gia dinh ludn d6ng hanh, tin twéng
va giao pho cho chiing tdi trong trach gido duc con em hoc sinh.
Chiing t6i ludn trAn quy mdi hoc sinh nhw chinh con em cta
minh — d6 chinh 1a Puong Hedng Garden Grove.

NoveMBER 2026 D


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com

Board of Education

Bob Lan Quoc Walter Dina L. Teri
Harden Nguyen, Esq. Muneton Nguyen, Esq. Rocco
President Vice President Member Member Member

Historic School Renaming Inspires
Future Generations

Just before the start of the new
school year, Garden Grove Unified
School District celebrated the official
renaming of Rosita Elementary
School to Frank and Irene Palomino
Elementary School during a moving
ribbon-cutting ceremony hosted by the
Board of Education on August 6.

Frank and Irene Palomino were
among five plaintiff families in
the landmark Mendez et al. v.
Westminster et al. case, which helped
end school segregation in California
and laid important groundwork for
the U.S. Supreme Court’s decision in
Brown v. Board of Education. Their
family’s connection to this school and
community runs especially deep. The
Palominos lived directly across the
street from the campus for generations
and their children attended Rosita
Elementary, Irvine Intermediate, and
Los Amigos High schools.

Nearly 200 people attended
the historic celebration, including
generations of the Palomino family,
students, staff, alumni, elected
officials, and community members.
The ceremony included remarks from
Superintendent Dr. Gabriela Mafi,
Board President Bob Harden, Trustee
Walter Muneton, fifth-grade student
Sofia Perez, and members of the
Palomino family. Students performed
“Cielito Lindo,” and elected officials
presented certificates recognizing the
significance of the occasion before
joining the Palomino family and Board
of Education for the ceremonial ribbon
cutting.

6 Novemser 2026
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El historico cambio de nombre de
una escuela inspira a las futuras
generaciones.

Justo antes del inicio del nuevo
ano escolar, el 6 de agosto, el Distrito
Escolar Unificado de Garden Grove
celebré el cambio oficial del nombre de
la Escuela Primaria Rosita a Escuela
Primaria Frank e Irene Palomino
durante una emotiva ceremonia de
corte de listén organizada por la Mesa
Directiva de Educacion.

Frank e Irene Palomino
formaron parte de las cinco familias
demandantes en el histérico caso
Méndez et al. vs Westminster, lo cual
contribuyé a poner fin a la segregacién
escolar en California y sentaron bases
importantes para la decisién de la Corte
Suprema de los Estados Unidos en el
caso Brown vs la Mesa Directiva de
Educacion. El vinculo de esta familia
con la escuela y la comunidad es
especialmente profundo. Los Palomino
vivieron justo enfrente del plantel
durante generaciones, y sus hijos
asistieron a la Escuela Primaria Rosita,
ala Escuela Intermedia Irvine y a la
Escuela Secundaria Los Amigos.

Cerca de 200 personas asistieron
a la histérica celebracién, incluyendo
a varias generaciones de la familia
Palomino, estudiantes, personal,
exalumnos, funcionarios electos
y miembros de la comunidad. La
ceremonia conté con comentarios de
la superintendente, Dra. Gabriela Mafi;
el presidente de la Mesa Directiva,
Bob Harden; el miembro de la
Mesa Directiva, Walter Mufieton; la
estudiante de quinto grado Soffa Pérez;
y miembros de la familia Palomino.

See Boarp oF Epucation ® Page 7

Tén Truwong Mang Y Nghia Lich Sir
Tao Khi Thé Cho Thé Hé Mai Sau

Ngay truede khi khai gidng nién hoc
m&i, vao ngay 6 thang 8, dwdi sy chu
toa cua H6i Pong Gido Duc, Khu Hoc
Chinh Garden Grove da chinh thic t&
chirc 18 cit ruy bing d6i tén Trwdong
Ti€u Hoc Rosita thanh Trwong Ti€u
Hoc Frank va Irene Palomino.

f)ng Frank va ba Irene Palomino
1a mot trong ndm gia dinh dirng tén
trong vu kién lich st Mendez et al. v.
Westminster et al (Mendez va nhirng
nguwoi dong kién Westminster va
nhirng bi cdo khéc), gép phdn cham dit
tinh trang phan biét chiing téc trong
cdc treong cong 14p tai California
va tao sy anh huwdng quan trong dén
phan quyét cia T Cao Phéap Vién
Hoa Ky trong vu kién Brown v. Board
of Education. Gia dinh Palomino c6
st gdn b6 sau dAm véi ngdi tredng va
cong dong noi day. Qua nhiéu theé he,
gia dinh Palomino sinh s6ng d&i dién
v&i khuodn vién treong; cde con chdu
cta ho ciing tirng theo hoc tai Treong
Ti€u Hoc Rosita, Treong Trung Hoc
Cap I Irvine va Treong Trung Hoc
Cap II Los Amigos.

Gén 200 ngwoi da tham dy budi
1€ ddnh dau sw kién lich st nay, trong
d6 c6 nhi€u thé hé trong gia dinh
Palomino, hoc sinh, nhan vién, cyu
hoc sinh, cdc vi din ctt va nhiéu thanh
vién trong cong dong. Budi 18 c6 phan
phat bi€u cia Tong Giam Poc Hoc
Khu Tién S Gabriela Mafi, Cha Tich
Ho6i Pong Gido Duc Bob Harden, Uy
Vién Walter Muneton, em Sofia Perez,
hoc sinh 1&p 5, cling cdc thanh vién
gia dinh Palomino. C4c em hoc sinh
trinh dién ca khiic “Cielito Lindo”. C4c
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Garden Grove Unified School District's Board of Education hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony
to celebrate the renaming of Rosita Elementary to Frank and Irene Palomino Elementary School.

La Mesa Directiva de Educacion del Distrito Escolar Unificado de Garden Grove organizé una ceremonia de corte
del liston para celebrar el cambio de nombre de la Escuela Primaria Rosita a Escuela Primaria Frank e Irene Palomino.

Héi bong Gido Duc Khu Hoc Chinh Garden Grove di té chirc cat bang ky niém lé dai tén
Trudng Tiéu Hoc Rosita thanh Trudng Tiéu Hoc “Frank and Irene Palomino”.

As a Board of Education, we
deeply value the diversity of the
communities we serve and honor
the courageous families whose fight
for equality helped make GGUSD
the wonderfully diverse district it is
today. We are especially grateful to
the Palomino family for entrusting
us with their story and allowing us
to preserve and share this important
legacy with generations of students.

The effort to rename the school
began when Trustee Walter Muneton
connected with Andrew Palomino,
the grandson of Frank and Irene,
and introduced the family to district
leadership. That initial conversation
grew into a thoughtful community
engagement process that included a
public survey and public hearing,.

This renaming represents far
more than a change to the name of a
school. It ensures that every student
who walks onto this campus learns
that ordinary people can accomplish
extraordinary things. Frank and
Irene did not seek recognition.

They simply believed their children
deserved the same educational
opportunities as every other child.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

Antes de unirse a la familia
Palomino y a la Mesa Directiva
de Educacion para el corte del
listén ceremonial, los estudiantes
cantaron “Cielito Lindo” y los
funcionarios electos entregaron
certificados que reconocian la
importancia de la ocasion.

Como Mesa Directiva
de Educacién, valoramos
profundamente la diversidad de las
comunidades a las que servimos y
honramos a las familias valientes
cuya lucha por la igualdad ha
contribuido a convertir al GGUSD
en el Distrito maravillosamente
diverso que es hoy. Agradecemos
especialmente a la familia Palomino
por confiarnos su historia y
permitirnos preservar y compartir
con generaciones de estudiantes
este importante legado.

El esfuerzo para cambiar el
nombre de la escuela empezé
cuando el miembro de la Mesa
Directiva, Walter Mufietén, se puso
en contacto con Andrew Palomino
— nieto de Frank e Irene—y
presento a la familia a los lideres del
Distrito. Esa conversacién inicial dio

See Boarp oF Epucation ® Page 8
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vi dn ct trao gidy ghi nhin y nghia dic
biét cua sy kién, trwdre khi cling gia dinh
Palomino va Hoi Pong Gido Duc thyc
hién nghi thirc cit bing.

Trong vai tro Hoi Pong Gido Duc,
chiing t6i luén tran trong sy da dang cta
cong dong va deé cao tin thdn diing cdm
cta cdc gia dinh da kién tri ddu tranh
cho sy binh dezmg, g6p phan tao nén mot
GGUSD da dang va phong phd nhw ngay
hom nay. Chiing t6i ddc biét tri an gia
dinh Palomino da tin tedng trao gii ciu
chuyén ciia minh, d6ng thdi cho phép
chiing t6i gin gi va lru truyén gia tri lich
st quy bau cho cdc th& h¢ hoc sinh mai
sau.

Viéc ddi tén trweong khéi ddu khi Uy
Vién Hoi Bong Gido Duc Walter Muneton
lién lac v&i Andrew Palomino, chéu trai
cua 6ng Frank va ba Irene, sau d6 gidi
thiéu gia dinh v&i ban di€u hanh hoc khu.
Sau cudc doi thoai nay, hoc khu da thuc
hién tién trinh tham van v&i cong dong,
bao gom cudc thim do y kién cdng chiing
va budi di€u tfan cong khai.

Viéc ddi tén treong mang ¥ nghia that
sau sic. Qua d6, mdi hoc sinh khi dén
treong s& hiéu rdng bat ky ai ciing c6
th& 1am nén nhitng diéu phi thwong. Ong
ba Frank va Irene khong mong cu dugc
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Because they had the courage to stand up for what was
right, generations of students have benefited.

Fifth-grade student Sofia Perez captured the meaning of
the occasion beautifully, sharing that students who attend
the newly named school will be reminded each day that one
family can make a difference and that everyone deserves to
be treated with kindness, fairness, and respect.

The August 6 ceremony marked GGUSD’s first school
renaming since 1985. The Board of Education unanimously
approved the new name on June 16, 2026, following a

paso a un proceso reflexivo de participacién comunitaria
que incluy6 una encuesta y una audiencia publica.

Este cambio de nombre representa mucho méas que una
simple modificacién en la denominacién de una escuela.
Garantiza que cada estudiante que pise este plantel
aprenda que las personas comunes pueden lograr cosas
extraordinarias. Frank e Irene Palomino no buscaban
reconocimiento; simplemente creian que sus hijos merecian
las mismas oportunidades educativas que cualquier otro
nifo. Gracias a que tuvieron la valentia de defender lo
que era justo, generaciones de estudiantes se han visto
beneficiados.

La alumna de quinto grado Sofia Pérez, expresé
maravillosamente el significado de la ocasiéon al resaltar
que para los estudiantes que asistan a la escuela recién
nombrada, serd un recordatorio diario de que una sola

tuyén dwong; di€u don gidn 6ng ba mong mudh la con céi ho
ciing dwgec hudng nhirng co’ hoi hoc tip binh dzalng nhw moi dira
tré khédc. Chinh vi 1ong can dam, 6ng ba da ddm ding 1én béo vé
1€ phai, da mang lai co’ hdi hoc tap binh dz&mg cho nhiéu th& hé
hoc sinh sau nay.

Em Sofia Perez, hoc sinh 1&'p 5, trinh bay ¥ nghia sau séc cia
su kién khi cho biét tén méi cla tredng s& hdng ngay nhéc nhé
cac thé hé hoc sinh réng mot gia dinh

ciing c6 th€ gép phan lam nén nhirng doi thay tich cyc cho
cong dong, va moi ngwdi déu phai cwr Xt véi nhau bing long
nhén 4i, sw cong bing va tinh than twong kinh.

Budi 1& ngay 6 thang 8 12 sy kién d6i tén treong Tan dau tién
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process that demonstrated overwhelming community
support.

We are honored that Frank and Irene Palomino
Elementary School will continue proudly serving its
students and families while ensuring the Palomino family’s
contributions to educational equality remain an enduring
part of the school’s identity. Their names will inspire future
generations to understand the importance of courage,
justice, and standing up for what is right.

familia puede marcar la diferencia y que todos merecen ser
tratados con amabilidad, igualdad y respeto.

La ceremonia del 6 de agosto marcé el primer cambio
del nombre de una escuela del GGUSD desde 1985. La
Mesa Directiva de Educacién aprobé por unanimidad el
16 de junio de 2026 el nuevo nombre de la escuela tras un
proceso que demostrd un apoyo inmenso por parte de la
comunidad,

Es un honor para nosotros que la Escuela Primaria
Frank e Irene Palomino continte sirviendo con orgullo a
sus estudiantes y familias, asegurando al mismo tiempo
que las contribuciones de la familia Palomino a la igualdad
educativa perduren como parte esencial de la identidad
de la escuela. Sus nombres inspiraran a las futuras
generaciones a comprender la importancia del valor, la
justicia y la defensa de lo correcto.

dién ra tai GGUSD k& tir niim 1985. Trudc d6, vio ngay 16 thang
6 ndm 2026, sau khi nhan dwoc sy ing hd manh mé cia cong
d6ng qua qud trinh tham khdo y kién, Hoi Pong Gido Dyc da
d0ng thuin thong qua dé nghi d6i tén treong.

Chiing t6i cAm thay vinh dy khi Treong Ti€u Hoc Frank va
Irene Palomino s€ ti€p tuc dong hanh ciing cidc em hoc sinh va
gia dinh trong niém hanh dién, d6ng thei ghi lai nhitng dong
26p clia gia dinh Palomino vé quaé trinh d&u tranh cho sy binh
ding gido duc s& mai duoc ghi nhé trong lich st cia trudng.
Tén tudi ctia 6ng ba s€ tao ddng lyc cho cédc thé hé mai sau, gidp
cdc em hi€u dwgc gid tri cia long can ddm, céng 1y va tinh thin
dlrng 1én bdo vé 1€ phai.
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Your Smile is Our Specialty

IMPLANTS - BRACES - GENERAL DENTISTRY

0 25 Years of Experience
O High Technology Dentistry

Personalized
Cosmetic Dentistry

Same Day Appointments in
Most Cases, Walk-Ins Welcome

Most insurances accepted,
including Medi-Cal

VU MAI D.D.S., INC PATRIOT DENTAL
13045 Euclid St., 922 S. Euclid St., 810 Avenida Pico,
Garden Grove, CA 92843 Anaheim, CA 92802 San Clemente, CA 92673
(Corner of Garden Grove Blvd, & Euclid St.) (714) 776-7015 (949) 369-7200

(714) 590-7900 | www.vumai.com

Come See the World with Us at

e Eye Exams - Glasses & Contact Lenses » Lasik/Cataract Consult
e Full Optical - Name Brands & Fashion Eyewear ¢ Corneal Topography & Retinal Photos
e Medical Eye Exams - Red/Dry/Pink Eye e Myopia Management

e Minor Eye Injuries/FB Removal

In House Lab Available

Glasses Ready Same Day! (SV, Rx in stock only)

STEPHANY VONG, O.D., IACMM

We offer Myopia
Management with OrthoK and ASSOCIATES

or Soft Contact Lenses or (7 1 4) 780-2008

18569 Main St., Huntington Beach, CA
(Located in the 5 Points Plaza)

GlobalVisionOptometry.com

Eye Drops.
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Orange County Department of Education

I Lo R E A shared call for the year ahead:

All. Together. Now.
Youth Sports & Creative Arts, Four lads from Liverpool known as The
Adult Activities & Fitness, Beatles wrote plenty of songs about love,

possibility and the human experience. (And
at least one about an octopus.) But there’s
a title from their varied catalog that sounds
FaLL 2026 less like a song and more like a call to action:
rove september -0 All Together Now.
Of course, this is a phrase that a
Dr. Stefan Bean .
Superintendent conductor, bandleader or music teacher
Orange County ~ Mmight use just before everyone joins in. But
Dept. of Education  when we separate those three words, the
meaning becomes something more:

All Together. Now.

Now it can be heard as an urgent rallying cry — and
one that speaks directly to our work. It captures both the
shared responsibility we have to support students, families,
educators and school communities across Orange County
and the gravity of this moment. As such, it’s a theme I plan
to return to throughout the year, including at our next
State of Education event.

GGPARKSANDREC.COM See OCDEe Page 11

Special Events & More!

\DE
PARKS & RECREAT\ON GU

Organics Recycling
Always in Season

Keep it Growing Garden Grove!

Just like our namesake strawberry,

Garden Grove’s organics recycling
program is in peak season!

Keep placing your food scraps, food-
soiled paper, and yard waste in your
organics cart.

GARDEN GROVE
BUSINESSES

rganicss

Recycling,

GGCITY.ORG/ORGANICS

o

REPUBLIC
SERVICES

b5

GARDEN GROVE

10 Novemser 2026 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
http://ggparksandrec.com
http://ggcity.org/bigg
http://ggcity.org/organics

OCDE ¢ F'rom Page 11

Remember
“eBuilders £

LEARNING HISTORY!

Student Education Program Student Audio Tour
Receives 5 Stars!

*kkkk

Let’s quickly break it down.

“All” means every student, every family, every educator
and every community. It’s about recognizing that students
come to us with different experiences, strengths and needs
while holding the same belief for each of them: You belong
here. Your future matters. You deserve the opportunity to
become the best version of yourself.

“Together” reminds us that education is a shared endeavor.
Students succeed because people notice them, believe in them
and open doors for them. Teachers work alongside families.
Schools work alongside community partners. Districts learn

from one another. Across Orange County, progress happens LD GBS0 I I D SND b SN NN I b b I GID I D b ¢

when we come together, listen, lift one another and build
PLAN YOURFIELD TRIP

systems that help every student see what is possible.

-0\
1776-2026
* X ¥ %Y

MISSION

JUAN CAPISTRANO

And then there is “Now.” at Historic Mission San Juan Capistrano
We are at a defining moment of consequence and ~ Celebrating 250 Years of History ~
possibility for public education. Enrollment patterns
continue to shift, creating financial pressures for Experience the Mission’s Youth and Student Audio Tour
school systems whose funding is closely tied to student “If These Walls COld Talk”
attendance. Districts are being asked to plan carefully, I a1

English Spanish Mandarin (Coming Soon)

manage rising costs and make difficult decisions while 4 " A .
Apply Now for Free Field Trip Funding Opportunities

continuing to provide strong educational programs. (Up to 300 Students Per Day and Mission Matters)
At the same time, new investments are creating FREEB Video Lib ith
onus Video Library wi

opportunities to strengthen student supports, expand EVERY Booked Field Trip ($150 Value)

See OCDE ¢ Page 47 Book Online Today MissionSJC.com/book
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Stacey Epstein, M.D.
pediatrician,

Miller Children's & Women's
Care Network

The Four Ts of Type 1 Diabetes:
Warning Signs Every Parent Should Know

In my 25 years of practice, | have taken care of many patients
with type 1 diabetes, including a few that have walked into my office
with no known diagnosis, and walked out with this new lifelong
condition. In fact, while writing this article, | met a sweet 11-year-old
boy, who had been "sick for months," and | ended up rushing him to
the ER for what turned out to be type 1 diabetes in the early stages
of getting very sick. In a flash, his life changed dramatically.

Type 1 diabetes is an autoimmune condition, and like other
autoimmune conditions, is on the rise. Type 1 diabetes occurs when
the body's immune system attacks the insulin-producing cells in the
pancreas. Unlike Type 2 diabetes, it is not caused by diet, lifestyle, or
too much sugar. It can develop in children of any age, often with no
family history of diabetes.

A simple way to remember the symptoms of Type 1 diabetes is
the "Four Ts": Tired, Thirsty, Toilet and Thinner.

Children with Type 1 diabetes may become unusually tired
because their bodies are unable to properly use sugar for energy.
They may feel fatigued, have difficulty concentrating or seem less
interested in their usual activities.

Many children also become excessively thirsty, drinking more
fluids than normal and frequently asking for water. Increased thirst
is often accompanied by more trips to the toilet, including frequent

urination during the day, waking from sleep to pee, or even
bedwetting in a child who previously stayed dry through
the night.

The final “T" is thinner. Despite eating normally or sometimes
more than normal, children with Type 1 diabetes may begin losing
weight because their bodies cannot effectively use glucose, the
primary source of energy in the body.

If you notice one or more of these warning signs, contact
your child's pediatrician as soon as possible. A simple blood
glucose test can help determine whether diabetes is the cause.
Early diagnosis is important because untreated Type 1 diabetes
can lead to diabetic ketoacidosis, a serious condition that requires
immediate emergency medical care. Symptoms of diabetic
ketoacidosis include vomiting, abdominal pain, rapid breathing,
and dehydration.

With early diagnosis, education and ongoing support, children
with Type 1 diabetes can thrive, leading active, healthy lives.

Pablo, Age 6

At 11 months, Pablo
was fighting for his life.

Today, he's got six candles on his cake.

Failing organs. Eight months in a coma. Fighting

for every breath. At 11 months old, this is what
Leukemia brought Pablo. The one bright spot, he
was at MemorialCare Miller Children's & Women's
Hospital where a team of top doctors, nurses, and
specialists helped save his life. For over a year in the
PICU, our highly-trained staff never stopped caring
for Pablo and his family. Caring is our calling.

Learn more at millerchildrens.org/care

Miller Children’s
& Women's Hospital
MemorialCare..

MILLER CHILDREN'S & WOMEN'S HOSPITAL LONG BEACH
CHERESE MARI LAULHERE CHILDREN'S VILLAGE
OUTPATIENT SPECIALTY CENTERS
FROM THE SOUTH BAY TO ORANGE COUNTY
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Alamitos /ntermediate School
12381 Dale St,, Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6101 * alamitos.ggusd.us

Alamitos Intermediate Earns prestigious As a dedicated community school, Alamitos connects
PBIS Platinum Recognition campus culture directly to family engagement. Strong
Alamitos Intermediate School has academic and socio-emotional wellness supports are

achieved PBIS Platinum status, the highest reinforced through interactive parent workshops, Family

award for Positive Behavioral Interventions Fun Nights, and inspiring assemblies celebrating student

and Supports. This recognition reflects the growth.

school’s comprehensive framework centered This Platinum honor highlights the shared dedication
Abbie on PRIDE: Purpose, Responsibility, Integrity, of students, staff, and families in building an inclusive
Stirone Determination, and Excellence. community where every Condor gets the exact support
Principal Universal Tier 1 supports set a strong needed to soar.

foundation for all Condors. The year

begins with a high-energy Condor PRIDE Kick-Off,
combining direct behavioral lessons with engaging
games, followed by monthly Condor Character
Counts (C3) lessons emphasizing community, care,
and commitment.

To ensure every student succeeds, Alamitos
integrates targeted Tier 2 interventions for
students needing extra behavioral or academic
guidance. Strategies like Check-In/Check-Out
(CICO) mentoring, targeted skill-building groups,
and individualized academic progress monitoring
provide immediate, personalized support before Alamitos provides a positive and fun school environment where
challenges escalate. students find connection and show off their Condor pride.

Allen Elementary School
16200 Bushard St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6228 « allen.ggusd.us

Cinco de Mayo Celebration at their peers. This new
Ethan Allen Elementary event brought our
Last spring, Ethan Allen Elementary school community
proudly introduced a new Cinco de Mayo together while
celebration designed to help our scholars creating meaningful
learn about and appreciate Latino culture, opportunities for
history, traditions, and community. With students to learn,
Jamie the support of our PTO and staff, our celebrate diversity,
Wells campus was transformed with colorful and develop a deeper
Principal decorations that created a festive and appreciation for the
welcoming atmosphere. Students were cultures represented
treated to a performance by GGUSD’s own Monroe in our Allen family.

Elementary Language Academy students
who delivered impressive performances
showcasing traditional dances. One of our
Allen parents also shared a traditional
mariachi song, bringing a meaningful
connection to the celebration. Our PTO
generously provided every student with

a churro tasting, allowing students

to experience part of Latino cuisine.
Multi-age student hosts helped lead

the celebration and shared information Allen Elementary students were treated to fabulous performances by students from

about Latino culture and traditions with  Monroe Elementary Language Academy during their school’s Cinco de Mayo Celebration.
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Anthony Elementary School
15320 Pickford St., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6104 « anthony.ggusd.us

Celebrating Silver: Anthony
Elementary Earns PBIS Recognition
It is an honor to announce that
Anthony Elementary has earned Silver
Recognition from the California PBIS
(Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports) organization! This prestigious
Kathleen honor highlights our dedicated staff,
Ash supportive families, and outstanding
Principal students who make our school a positive
place to learn and grow every day.

Our PBIS framework sets clear, schoolwide
expectations that help every child succeed
academically and socially. Students earn positive
referrals and special tickets for demonstrating great
behavior, which they can redeem for exciting prizes.
For learners who need a little extra encouragement,
our Check-In/Check-Out program provides targeted
daily support and mentorship to keep them on the path
to success.

Thank you to our entire school community for
embracing PBIS. Together, we are building a safe,

supportive, and joyful environment V_Vhere every As part of its PBIS program, Anthony Elementary is committed to
Anthony Elementary student can shine! showcasing and celebrating student success and work.

Barker Eiementary School
12565 Springdale St.,, Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6164 « barker.ggusd.us

We the Kids: Barker Students
Celebrate Constitution Day!

On September 17th, Barker
Elementary School commemorated
Constitution Day with fun and
meaningful lessons that helped
students have a better understanding

Tiann of the U.S. Constitution’s history and
Parker value. Students participated in hands-
Principal on activities to learn the importance of

rights and responsibilities. In making
history tangible, the lessons helped students see the
Constitution as a living guide for fairness and rights.
Students read the preamble, colored pictures, and
worked together to create classroom and school-wide
constitutions. This activity provided an opportunity
for students to collaborate, ask questions, think
critically, and actively participate in democracy as
they developed their own constitutions to build a
positive learning environment at Barker. The future of
the United States is in these young hands, and it was
amazing to see them realize that their voice is a vital
part of our country’s story and motivated to go forth Barker students engage in decision-making, compromise, and fairness as
and be awesome, informed citizens! they work together to build Barker constitutions.
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Bell mtermediate School
12345 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6466 * bell.ggusd.us

Connected at Bell:
Clubs, Sports, and More!

At Bell Intermediate, we believe every
student should have a place to belong.
Our clubs, activities, arts, athletics,
and academic programs give students
opportunities to discover their passions,

Chris build friendships, and become part of
Holland something bigger than themselves.
Principal This fall’s Club Rush connected students

with groups ranging from Scouting and

Asian Student Association to Latinos Unidos, Cooking,
Animation, Fellowship, and Academic Pentathlon.
Through Bell Buddies, students build friendships and
empathy while supporting classmates with special needs.

Our VAPA programs, including band, orchestra,
choir, and dance, bring creativity and energy to campus.
Quarterly mixers and ASB events build school spirit,
while intramural sports, including volleyball, basketball,
flag football, soccer, and softball, give students
opportunities to compete, collaborate, and grow as
teammates.

At Bell, building connections is part of who we are.
We all BELL-ong!

At Club Rush, students explore the school’s many opportunities
to get engaged in arts, athletics, clubs, and more.

Bolsa Grande /7ig/h School
9401 Westminster Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6424 « www.bolsagrande.org

Bolsa Grande Welcomes

First Early College Academy Class
Bolsa Grande High School welcomed

its inaugural Early College Academy class.

The Class of 2030 has registered as Golden

West College students and begun their

work toward earning an Associate’s Degree

Linda alongside their high school diploma. Each
Giyliani of these scholars will graduate from high
Principal school with 60 college units and the potential

to enter university as upperclassmen. As
seen with previous ECA graduates, this

program enables students to pursue dual majors at the
university level and thoroughly prepares them for the rigor
of college-level coursework. During a recent tour of Golden
West College this past summer, the Class of 2030 explored
various academic and personal resources available to
them throughout their four years. These resources

include comprehensive tutoring services, research library,
databases, and STEM lab. Students also have access to
personal resources including an on-campus food pantry
and health services. We are excited for these freshmen to
begin their experience as dual-enrolled students.

Bolsa Grande celebrates its inaugural Early College Academy class.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT
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Brookhurst Ziementary School
9821 William Dalton Way, Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6556 * brookhurst.ggusd.us

Brookhurst Elementary School
Earns Bronze PBIS Recognition

Brookhurst Elementary School is proud to
announce that we have been recognized as a
2026 Bronze PBIS School
by California PBIS for
our commitment to

Nicole creating a positive,

Van Wilgen Moore supportive, and inclusive
Principal school environment.
California PBIS
recognizes schools that implement
Positive Behavioral Interventions and
Supports with fidelity aligned to the
national PBIS framework.

At Brookhurst, our PBIS framework
is brought to life through our
schoolwide SWIM expectations
including: S — Show Respect,

W — Work Hard, I — Include Everyone,
and M — Make Responsible Choices.

These expectations guide how
our students learn, interact, and
contribute to our school community.
Through consistent expectations,
positive recognition, and opportunities
for students to practice responsible
decision-making, we are building

a school culture where every student feels supported,
connected, and ready to learn. We are proud of our
students, staff, and families for making Brookhurst a place
where everyone can SWIM!

Brookhurst's Dolphin fosters a fun and supportive climate and culture.

Bryant Aris Academy
8371 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841  714/663-6451 * bryant.ggusd.us

Motivated to Succeed
Bryant Elementary is
proud to announce that
we have been awarded
the PBIS Platinum Award
- the highest level of
recognition for Positive

Kristine Behavioral Interventions
Levenson and Supports - for the
Principal

third consecutive year!
This award reflects the
strong partnership between our staff,
students, and community in creating

a safe, positive, and inclusive school
environment. At Bryant, PBIS isn’t just
about behavior—it’s about building a
strong sense of belonging and bringing
students together as a community where
everyone feels valued and supported.

16 Novemser 2026 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

Bryant Elementary earned a PBIS Platinum Award
for the third consecutive year.

Our mascot is a bear,

and through PBIS, we
promote positive and safe
behavior as well as school
spirit by reminding our
students to GROWL: Give
and earn respect, Remain
safe, Own your actions,
Work with pride, and
Love to learn. Students
earn GROWL tickets for
these traits, which can

be redeemed at the PBIS
Store for prizes. These
efforts have created a
thriving school culture,
where students are
engaged, connected, and
motivated to succeed.
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Carrillo Elementary School
15270 Bushard St., Westminster, CA 92683 « 714/663-6230 * carrillo.ggusd.us

Inspiring College and Career
Readiness

GGUSD Superintendent Dr. Mafi
recently visited Carrillo to discuss options
for college and career readiness with
students. This was part of the College and
Career Mentorship Program, where all

Ryan sixth grade students receive guidance and
Loberger support from recent GGUSD graduates to
Principal plan for their future. In addition, Carrillo

teachers participated in training for AVID,
and our school is now 100% trained. All students will
now have access to research-based skills and strategies
to build scholarly habits and set them on a path for
success in intermediate school, high school and beyond.
In addition to AVID and CCMP, Carrillo also works with
Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBIS)
to provide students with a framework to make positive
choices in the community. We also provide many ways
for parents to participate in the school community
through parent education groups, the PTO, and Pastries
with the Principal to name a few examples. We are
proud of the programs and support we are able to
provide to our students!

Carver Early Childhood Education Center

11150 Santa Rosalia St., Stanton, CA 90680 * 714/663-6437 * carver.ggusd.us

Building Big Ideas:
Special Education
Preschoolers
Bring Monuments
to Life
Our special
education
Jennifer preschoolers are
Epp proving that big

Principal ideas can begin with

small hands!

In a recent classroom
experience, students became
architects, engineers, and explorers
as they used Magna-Tiles to
recreate famous landmarks from
around the world, including the
Statue of Liberty, the Leaning
Tower of Pisa, and other iconic
structures.

Through hands on building
and exploration, students
practiced spatial awareness, fine

motor skills, problem solving, Special education preschoolers

engage in hands-on learning with Magna-Tiles.

WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

GGUSD Superintendent Dr. Mafi presents to Carrillo 5th & 6th Graders
about college and career options after high school.

creativity, communication,
and collaboration while
developing early STEM
concepts. Students examined
photographs of real-world
structures, made choices
about shapes and materials,
experimented with balance
and construction, and
proudly brought their own
ideas to life.

What makes this
experience especially
powerful is the opportunity
for students to learn
through play, exploration,
and meaningful hands-on
experiences. Every structure
represented more than a
building, it represented
curiosity, persistence,
imagination, and a growing
sense of what students are
capable of creating.
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Clinton Corner Family Campus
13581 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6298 « ccfc.ggusd.us

A Wonderful Start to the School Year— While the first weeks can bring a mix of excitement,

GGUSD State Preschool anticipation, and a few big feelings, we are already seeing
The beginning of a new school year our students grow more comfortable, confident, and

is always a special time in preschool. connected. We look forward to all the learning, laughter,

Classrooms have come alive with curious and memorable moments that the year ahead will bring!

little learners, welcoming teachers, and
the joyful sounds of children exploring,

Emma playing, and making new friends.
Druitt Our preschool students have been
Dir ector busy getting to know their teachers,
Early Childhood

learning classroom routines, and
discovering that school is a place
where they can feel safe, supported,
and excited to learn. From building friendships and
practicing social-emotional skills to exploring new
materials and engaging in hands-on, play-based
learning, each day brings new opportunities for
growth.

Our dedicated teachers have worked thoughtfully
to create warm, nurturing environments where every
child feels a sense of belonging. We are especially
grateful to our families for helping make the
transition into a new school year a positive experience
for their children.

Education

Clinton Corner Family Campus gave students a warm welcome
on the first day of school.

Clinton Elementary School
13641 Clinton St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6146 * clinton.ggusd.us

Kicking Off Hispanic Heritage Month at
Clinton Elementary

Clinton Elementary kicked off Hispanic
Heritage Month with a schoolwide celebration
of music, dance, and culture.

Our school liaison, Anita Garcia, led
students, teachers, and parents in learning

Beth a traditional dance together. Clinton student
Cusjmano Benjamin added to the excitement by
Principal playing the accordion as Anita guided the

group through the steps. It was wonderful
to see our community learning, laughing, and celebrating
together.

This special event was a beautiful reminder that music
and culture have the power to connect us. We are grateful
to Anita and Benjamin for sharing their talents and helping
us begin our heritage month in such a memorable way.
Their contributions set the tone for a month of learning,
appreciation, and honoring the diverse cultures, traditions,
histories, and contributions of the Hispanic community.

Clinton Elementary school liaison Anita Garcia and
student Benjamin shared their talents to bring
Hispanic culture and traditions to life!
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Cook Elementary School
9802 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6251 * cook.ggusd.us

Cook Lions Roaring
Toward Success

Cook Elementary School
is committed to academic
excellence, positive
relationships, and preparing
students for future success.

Ryan Our annual CAASPP
Baker results demonstrate strong
Principal achievement across all

academic areas with scores
beating the county and state averages. Our
focus on Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports (PBIS) has strengthened
students’ positive connections to school by
promoting respectful relationships, clear
expectations, and a supportive learning
environment. Cook Student Council
further empowers students through
school-based decision-making and peer
counseling, developing leadership and
problem-solving skills. Go Lions!

Big ideas, school spirit and a whole lot of teamwork—
meet the Student Council crew helping make their school a great place to be!

Crosby Elementary School
12181 West St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6346 * crosby.ggusd.us

Crosby Elementary Celebrates We are proud to announce that Crosby Elementary

PBIS Gold Award earned the 2026 PBIS Gold Implementation Award! This
At Crosby Elementary, creating a safe, recognition celebrates the dedication of our entire Crosby

respectful, and positive school community team and scholars who demonstrate positive attitudes,

is a shared commitment among our scholars respect, and responsibility every day.

and staff. This year, Crosby
scholars participated in a PBIS

Dianna Rotation, an important part of
Rangel how we teach, practice, and
Principal

reinforce positive behavior
expectations across our campus.

During the rotation, classes visited stations
where Crosby staff reviewed and modeled
expectations for the playground, restrooms,
hallways, cafeteria, and assemblies. Students
had the opportunity to learn what safe,
respectful, and responsible behavior looks like
in different areas of our school.

Through PBIS, we explicitly teach
expectations, provide opportunities to practice
them, recognize positive choices, and reteach
when needed. These efforts help our scholars
develop habits that contribute to a positive

; Crosby students learn expectations for a
school community.

safe and fun environment on the playground.
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Doig Intermediate School
12752 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6241 * doig.ggusd.us

ASB Class
This school year, Doig Intermediate
launched a new Associated Student Body
(ASB) class designed to give students
meaningful opportunities to develop
leadership skills, build school spirit, and
contribute to a positive school culture. Since
Juan its beginning, the ASB class has worked
Alvarez to create a more welcoming and engaging
Principal environment for all students by organizing
fun and inclusive activities during lunch.
These activities provide students with opportunities
to connect with their peers, participate in school
events, and enjoy their lunchtime in a positive
setting. From games and competitions to spirit
activities and opportunities for students to socialize,
ASB has helped make lunch a time when students
can build friendships and feel a stronger sense of
belonging to the Doig community. The ASB students
have taken ownership of planning and supporting
these activities, demonstrating responsibility,
teamwork, creativity, and leadership. Their efforts
have also encouraged more students to become
involved in school life and take pride in being part of

Doig Intermediate. By creating opportunities for students
to interact outside of the classroom, ASB has helped
strengthen relationships among students and promote

a school culture centered on respect, effort, and pride.
The success of the ASB class demonstrates the positive
impact students can have when they are given a voice and
an opportunity to lead. Moving forward, we look forward
to expanding ASB activities and continuing to create
experiences that bring students together and make Doig
Intermediate a place where every student feels connected,
valued, and proud to belong.

Students in Doig’s new ASB class have spearheaded a
variety of new fun activities to enhance school spirit.

Eisenhower Flementary School
13221 Lilly St, Garden Grove, CA 92843 » 714/663-6401 * eisenhower.ggusd.us

AVID at Eisenhower:
Building Skills for the Future

At Eisenhower Elementary, we are
excited to bring AVID into every classroom!
AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual
Determination, and it helps students develop
the skills, confidence, and habits they need

Chris to be successful in school and in life.
Ash Our entire staff has been trained in AVID
Principal strategies, and we are kicking off the year

with a special focus on organization. Every
Eisenhower student has an AVID binder and planner to
help keep track of assignments, materials, goals, and
important information. Students are learning how to stay
organized, manage their time, and take responsibility for
their learning.

These may seem like small skills, but they are BIG skills
for the future! AVID supports GGUSD goals by helping
students become independent, prepared, and lifelong
learners. We are excited to watch our Eagles build these
important skills and soar toward their future!

To stay up to date on all the great things happening
at Eisenhower, follow us on Instagram and Facebook
@EisenhowerGGUSD.
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Eisenhower’s young scholars show off their AVID folders.
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Enders Elementary School

12302 Springdale St., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6205 * enders.ggusd.us

A Fall of Learning,
Teamwork, and
Inclusion at Enders
Enders
Elementary is
enjoying a busy
fall filled with
Michelle opportunities to
Rushall learn, celebrate,
Principal and strengthen our
school community.
This year, we are implementing
AVID strategies schoolwide,
beginning with a focus on
organization and goal setting.
Students are learning to manage
their materials, establish
meaningful goals, and identify
steps toward achieving them.
These habits help students
take greater ownership of their
learning and build a foundation for
future success.

Thanks to the enthusiasm
and generosity of our students,
families, and supporters, we
once again met our APEX Fun
Run fundraising goals! The
celebration culminated in six
staff members getting a pie in
the face—a memorable reward
for our students’ hard work and
our community’s support.

We are also looking forward
to Disability Awareness Day.
All students and teachers will
participate in an assembly and
activities designed to deepen
their understanding of the
experiences of people with
disabilities and the importance
of accessibility, kindness, and
inclusion. The day will conclude
with a schoolwide pledge
affirming our commitment to
making Enders a welcoming

Six staff members took a pie in the face to celebrate

1 h bel .
students reaching their APEX Fun Run fundraising goals! place where everyone belongs

Evans Elementary School
12281 Nelson St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6558 * evans.ggusd.us

Connecting with
Community
Evans
Elementary hosted
a schoolwide BBQ
for parents on
September 4th,
Cheryl bringing families
De Los Reyes- and staff together
Ruiz for an afternoon
Principal of fun, food, and
community. With
a western wear theme, families
embraced the spirit of the
event by showing up in cowboy
hats, boots, and other western-
inspired attire. The BBQ was well
attended, creating a lively and
welcoming atmosphere as parents
connected with one another and
enjoyed time with the Evans
Elementary community. It was a
wonderful celebration of family,
school spirit, and togetherness.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

Evans hosted a BBQ catered by Food Services offering
families a fun way to connect through food and community.
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Excelsior Elementary School
10421 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6106 * excelsior.ggusd.us

A is for AVID

At Excelsior Elementary, AVID strategies
begin on Day 1—even in Transitional
Kindergarten! Our youngest learners build
foundational academic habits early, setting
a trajectory for lifelong success through
structured, engaging activities.

Summer From their very first steps
Hughes into the classroom, TK students
Principal experience AVID'’s core WICOR

strategies tailored specifically
for early childhood development. Writing
comes alive as students trace letters, draw
stories, and label their ideas. Inquiry drives
learning through curious questioning during
read-alouds and hands-on exploration.
Collaboration flourishes as children share
materials and turn and talk with partners.
Organization is introduced naturally by
helping students manage color-coded supply
bins, follow visual daily schedules, and practice
consistent routines. Finally, reading strategies
engage young minds through interactive big
books and shared word-pattern recognition.

As an AVID Showcase School, Excelsior Elementary
serves as a model of educational excellence. Educators
from across the district visit our classrooms to observe
these high-leverage practices in action, demonstrating that
college and career readiness starts from the very first day
of school!

Scholars in the making! Excelsior TK students proudly show off

their work and AVID pride.

Faylane Eiementary School
11731 Morrie Ln., Garden Grove, CA 92840 ¢ 714/663-6253 * faylane.ggusd.us

Celebrating Cultures
Faylane families shared

their desire to celebrate

their cultural heritage as

a part of our first year as a

Community School in 2025-

26. We are recognizing that

Mike celebrating diverse cultures
Ingalls within the community
Principal builds a sense of value and

school connectedness.
These celebrations provide meaningful
opportunities to learn from one another,
build relationships, and strengthen a
sense of belonging. Last year and this, in
celebration of the lunar new year (Tet),
we invited Bolsa Grande’s Lion Dancers to perform for our
community (students, staff, parents). In honor of Hispanic
Heritage, we experienced a vibrant Folklérico from the
La Quinta High School dancers (also for both years!) We
are working to integrate a similar approach with Goal
3 - Lifelong Success. At our upcoming Community Career
Night on January 13, 2027, students and families will have
opportunities to explore different careers and community
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La Quinta students brought Folklorico to life for
Faylane’s vibrant Hispanic Heritage celebration.

connections, with many of our very own parents presenting
their careers as options for student futures. Faylane
continues to look forward to celebrating additional cultural
events that reflect the diversity of our families. By creating
opportunities to share traditions and for students to
experience different cultures, we are building a more
connected school community. At Faylane, every culture has
a story worth celebrating, and every family has a place in
our Falcon’s nest!
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Fitz Intermediate Language Academy
4600 W. McFadden Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92704 * 714/663-6351 « fitz.ggusd.us

SOARing into Another
Great Year

Welcome back to another great
year at Fitz Intermediate Language
Academy. Our Back-to-School night
was a huge success. It was great
to see so many new and returning

Louie faces. We welcomed many visitors
Gpmez this night including some of our
Principal school board members, directors

from our district office, and our
Superintendent, Dr. Gabriela Mafi. This night was
an opportunity for our students and families to
meet our new staff members. We had seven new
staff members join us this year, including our
new Assistant Principal, Lindsey Skelton. Our
wonderful PTO made this event extra special by
inviting former students to write well wishes to
our students. Thank you for making all of our
Fitz Falcons excited for this new year. It was a
wonderful way to celebrate this school year and
thank you all for making this night so special. We
are ready to SOAR!

Fitz Principal Louie Gomez welcomes Superintendent Gabriela Mafi and
district leaders to Back to School Night to showcase all that Fitz has to

offer students and families in the 2026-27 school year.

Garden Grove Adult Education
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove CA 92843 « 714/663-6291 * www.ggae.org

GGAE Sets New ESL Students Up
for Success
Garden Grove Adult Education strives
to support student learning (Goal 1),
nurture a positive learning
environment (Goal 2), and
prepare adult students for
Dr. Amy Avina lifelong success (Goal 3).
Principal This fall, students who are
new to GGAE attend our
3-day Onboarding Class before starting
their regular ESL (English as a Second
Language) courses. Our Teachers on
Special Assignment, Ray Hernandez and
Alisa Takeuchi, support student success
by reviewing the student handbook,
explaining the importance of tracking
your own data, and showing students how
to log in to the various online programs
they will use throughout the semester.
Students meet their counselor, tour the
campus, and explore the pathways offered
at GGAE leading to lifelong success.
Teachers report that this onboarding

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT

initiative serves as a vital bridge for incoming students,
enabling them to transition into mixed-ability classrooms
with the confidence and digital fluency required to succeed
alongside their continuing peers.

Teacher On Special Assignment Alisa Takeuchi leads the GGAE Onboarding Class for
new students to provide a supportive transition to their regular ESL classes.

WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM NovemBer 2026 23


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://fitz.ggusd.us
https://www.ggae.org/

Frightening and Fun Fall Event
Garden Grove High School drama
students are turning their creativity into

an interactive
Halloween
experience with
The FEAR
Factory, a
brand-new
scare maze they
have brought to
life for the Fall 2026 season.
Join the students on
October 28 or 29 from 4:30
to 7:30 p.m. at the Donald R.
Wash Memorial Auditorium.
Guests can explore a themed
animatronics factory,
encounter fictional characters
and try out interactive
features—all created to
make this student-produced
attraction an exciting, family-
friendly Halloween outing.

Mary Jane
Hibbard
Principal

Garden Grove //igh School

11271 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6115 * www.gghs.us

Come see the imagination and hard work of Garden
Grove High School’s drama students in action. The FEAR
Factory is ready to welcome you—if youre brave enough to
step inside!

Drama students showcase some of the costumes for their
upcoming production during the school’s Club Rush event.

Garden Park Eiementary School
6562 Stanford Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6074 * gardenpark.ggusd.us

Community Spirit Shines

at Garden Park Elementary

At Garden Park Elementary, the vibrant
partnership between our dedicated families,
talented students, and supportive staff is

what truly makes our
school special. We believe

Jaemie that a strong sense of
lohn;on belonging is key to a
Principal flourishing educational

environment, and our

parent community consistently rises
to the challenge. Our commitment to
building connections was beautifully
showcased at our recent Homecoming
Event. It was heartwarming to see

so many families gathered, filling the
room with laughter, dance moves,
and playful competition at our game
stations. Seeing families enjoying
quality time together strengthens
the bonds that support our entire
school. Beyond this wonderful event,
community engagement takes many

24 Novewmser 2026
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forms at Garden Park, from a strong PTA to dedicated
classroom volunteers and support for school events. We are
grateful to every family who contributes their time, energy,
and enthusiasm. Together, we are creating a nurturing and
supportive village where every student can thrive.

Students took part in a giant game of checkers at Garden Park’s recent Homecoming Event.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://www.gghs.us
https://gardenpark.ggusd.us

Gilbert Elementary School
9551 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 » 714/663-6318  gilbert.ggusd.us

Fostering an Inclusive and celebrating diversity, building community partnerships,
Welcoming Community and creating inclusive experiences for students and

Gilbert Elementary is committed families. The Hispanic Heritage Month celebration brought
to creating a welcoming and inclusive the community together through music and culture and
environment where all students and families reinforced the message that every student and family has a
feel valued, respected, and represented. valued place at Gilbert Elementary.

During Hispanic Heritage Month,
Gilbert Elementary welcomed

George
Martinez the Mariachi Band from Rancho
Principal Alamitos High School to perform

for students, staff, and families. The
performance provided an engaging opportunity
for students to experience mariachi music while
learning about and celebrating Latino culture and
heritage.

Students enjoyed the music and were inspired
by the high school students who proudly shared
their talents and cultural traditions. Parents
and families also enthusiastically participated
and enjoyed the performance, strengthening the
connection between the school, families, and the
broader community.

Through events such as this, Gilbert Rancho Alamitos High School's Mariachi Band brought the music and celebration
Elementary demonstrates its commitment to to Gilbert Elementary for a lively Hispanic Heritage Month event.

Hare 7igh School
12012 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6508 * hhs.ggusd.us

Spotlight on Student Leadership:
Flor Valeria Amador Luna
As principal, [ am thrilled to
share an outstanding achievement
that highlights the incredible
student leadership within our school
community. Flor Valeria Amador
Lydia Luna has been selected to serve on
Machado the prestigious Orange County Youth
Principal Council (OCYC) for the 2026-2027
school year! Through her involvement
in our school’s Friday Night Live (FNL) chapter, Flor
Valeria represents a vital youth voice advocating
for countywide teen mental health promotion and
substance use prevention. As part of this role, she
participated in an exclusive panel discussion at
Angel Stadium hosted by Angels Baseball and the
Orange County Health Care Agency, focusing on
mental health awareness and suicide prevention.
Flor Valeria’s dedication to championing student
well-being and driving positive change exemplifies
our school values by empowering students to lead
with purpose both in and out of the classroom.

Flor Valeria Amador Luna represents our school as an Orange Coun
Please join us in celebrating her achievements! P 8 ty

Youth Council member during a youth mental health panel at Angel Stadium.
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Hazard Flemeniary School
4218 W. Hazard Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92703 « 714/663-6403 « hazard.ggusd.us

Celebrating Our Hazard Reclassified hard work, perseverance, and academic growth. Being
Eng“sh Learners! multilingual is an incredible strength that enriches our
At our September Spirit Assembly, we school community and opens doors to future opportunities.
proudly celebrated our English learners This achievement brings each student one step closer to
who achieved the important milestone of earning the prestigious Seal of Biliteracy. We are incredibly
reclassifying as Fluent English Proficient! proud of these students for embodying District Goal 1B—
Students were honored in front of their Academic English—and demonstrating what is possible
Sherry peers, staff, and families and received through dedication and determination. Congratulations to
Sanborn certificates and medals recognizing their all our reclassified students!
Principal

Hazard Elementary'’s reclassified English learners proudly stand with Principal Sherry Sanborn after receiving certificates
and medals recognizing their achievement in becoming Fluent English Proficient.

Heritage Elementary Computer Science Immersion Academy
426 S. Andres Pl Santa Ana, CA 92704 « 714/663-6108 * heritage.ggusd.us

Heritage Eagles S.0.A.R. with
Community Support

Heritage Computer Science
Academy is soaring into the new
school year with strong community
partnerships! We are committed to
fostering a supportive environment

Mark where every student can achieve their

Vosper full potential. This initiative aligns
Principal directly with our district’s Goal 2:
supporting our students with social
and emotional awareness, caring for one another,
and building a community of scholars who respect
each other.

Through strategic donor connections, like our
collaboration with volunteers, we are able to provide
enriching opportunities for our students. This
allows us to strengthen our positive school culture
based on PBIS expectations. Our Heritage Eagles
strive to do their best and S.0.A.R. each day. Our
ultimate mission is to ensure every student feels
safe, valued, respected, and ready to learn. We
extend a heartfelt thank you to our partners for Through our partnership with Shoes that Fit, every Heritage scholar
helping us realize this goall received a new pair of shoes to start the school year.
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Hill Elementary Gets Ready for

The Jungle Book!

Recently, students in grades 3—6 at Hill
Elementary enjoyed a special field trip to
Segerstrom Center for the Arts to watch

Hill Elementary School
9681 11th St., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6561 * hill.ggusd.us

community.

talent together!

Sugar Skull! A Dia de Muertos Musical

Adventure.
Lien The students watched
Thompson with wide eyes and joyful
Principal excitement as the colorful

musical came to life on
stage. They were inspired by the music,
storytelling, costumes, and talented
performers.
The field trip was especially

meaningful as Hill Elementary prepares
for its own Disney musical production of

The Jungle Book! Students are getting

excited to bring this beloved story to life

on our stage.

Our Hill Hounds will have the
opportunity to showcase their talents
through singing, dancing, acting, and
teamwork. We are thrilled to see our

Top Honors

We are thrilled and
incredibly proud to
announce that Irvine
Intermediate has
earned the prestigious
2026 California PBIS

Holly Platinum Award,
Jefferson the highest level
Principal of recognition for

Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports! This
outstanding achievement reflects
the dedication and partnership of
our students, staff, and families
in creating a safe, positive, and
inclusive school environment. At
the Hawk House, PBIS is about
more than positive behavior, it is
about building a strong sense of
belonging and creating a community
where every Hawk feels welcomed,
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students shine and share their hard work with our school

Hill Elementary is ready for an unforgettable adventure!
We look forward to celebrating creativity, confidence, and

Hill students enjoyed a performance at Segerstrom Center as they get inspired for
their own production of The Jungle Book.

Irvine /niermediate School
10552 W. Hazard Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6551 «_irvine.ggusd.us

Irvine Intermediate is proud to have earned the

prestigious 2026 California PBIS Platinum Award for
fostering a positive, supportive school community.

WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM

valued, cared for, and

loved. Through our SOAR
program, students earn
tickets for demonstrating
our schoolwide expectations:
Stay Safe, Offer Kindness,
Act Responsibly and Respect
Others. Students can redeem
their SOAR tickets at our
PBIS Store for exciting
prizes and experiences.
These efforts have helped
create a thriving school
culture where students feel
connected, engaged, and
motivated to succeed. This
Platinum Award belongs

to our entire Hawk House
community. Congratulations,
Hawks—Student Success is
Our Superpower!
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Jordan /ntermediate School
9821 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6124 « jordan.ggusd.us

Bui|ding a Connected explore new ways to get involved. By empowering students
School Community to build lasting friendships and explore their interests,
Jordan Intermediate continues to demonstrate its deep
commitment to nurturing happy, connected, and well-

Jordan Intermediate School placed
student well-being front and center
recently during an energizing Club Rush rounded learners.
held during lunchtime. Recognizing that
joy and connection are

Stephanie essential to a thriving
Haddock school culture, the
Principal campus transformed

into a vibrant celebration
of community. Students connected
with one another and their teachers
by playing fun games, enjoying
delicious food, and chatting with
student officers eager to share their
passions. The event highlighted the
rich variety of interests across the
campus, offering every student a space
to belong. Clubs on the campus include
Vietnamese Student Association,
Latinos Unidos, AVID Club, Culinary
Club, and Book Club. This once-a-

year opportunity allowed students to Students engage with peers and teachers over games, food and fun during

the school’s club rush event.

La Quinta /7igh School
10372 McFadden Ave., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6315 « www.laquintahs.org

Parent Social The Parent Social strengthened our partnership with

La Quinta High School recently welcomed families and reinforced our commitment to La Quinta
about 50 parents and guardians to our first High School as a true Community School. Our strong LQ
LQ Parent Social! As part of our Community family community helps create an inclusive and welcoming

culture where every scholar feels valued, supported, and
empowered to reach their academic potential. Together, we
foster healthy social-emotional development, strengthen
home-school connections, and prepare students for lifelong

Schools efforts, our Community Liaisons
personally reached out to freshmen families
and invited them to join us for a morning

Denise of conversation, learning, and connection.
Kirkman The event was an overwhelming success success. We are grateful for our LQ families!
Principal and showcased the

incredible foundation
of LQ families who are committed to
supporting our staff and students.
Families enjoyed refreshments,
connected with Principal Denise
Kirkman, asked questions, and
built relationships in a relaxed and
welcoming setting. We were also
excited to have GGUSD Director of
Instructional Technology, Richard
Dinh, demonstrate how parents can

use Google Classroom and AERIES
to stay connected to their students’ About 50 parents and guardians joined La Quinta High School’s
first Parent Social to get to know school leaders, connect with

learning and academic progress. -9 0
fellow families and learn new ways to support their students.

28 NoveMBER 2026 WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://jordan.ggusd.us
https://www.laquintahs.org

Lake ntermediate School
10801 Orangewood Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6506 * lake.ggusd.us

Strong Family Partnerships
Drive Early Success at Lake

Lake kicked off the 2026-2027 school
year with great momentum, driven by
families eager to collaborate toward student
success in Goals 1, 2, and 3. Participation

reached record highs early on, with over 85%

Allie family attendance at Dragon Day and more
_Ba_k than 300 community members gathering
Principal for Back to School Night. To build on this

foundation and as
part of its Community Schools
initiatives, Lake administration
hosted its first Pastries with the
Principal on September 3rd.
During the interactive morning
session, parents connected
over coffee while exploring
educational technology tools
used in classroom instruction.
Attendees also received hands-on
walkthroughs of parent portals
designed to track academic
progress in real time and gain a

stronger understanding of GGUSD’s Secondary Grading
Policy and the Power of Zero. By actively bridging
classroom learning with home involvement, Lake continues
to foster an empowered, informed school community where
every family plays a pivotal role in student achievement.
This is one of the many reasons Lake continues to receive
recognition as a PBIS Platinum School, a No Place for Hate
School, A Schools to Watch, Honor Roll, and US News and
World Report Best Middle School.

Lake Intermediate had record family attendance at its Dragon Day event.

Lawrence Elementiary School
12521 Monroe St Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6255 * lawrence.ggusd.us

Celebrating a Strong Start
at Lawrence Elementary

We are excited to celebrate a tremendous
accomplishment at Lawrence Elementary—
earning PBIS Platinum recognition! This
achievement reflects our schoolwide
commitment to creating a positive, safe,

Julie and supportive
Kawai environment where
Principal every student can

thrive. PBIS, or
Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports, focuses on
teaching, recognizing, and
reinforcing positive behaviors
and character. Our PBIS Platinum
recognition is a result of the
dedication and hard work of
our students, staff, and family
partnership.

We are also celebrating a
strong start to the 2026-27 school
year! We began by reviewing
routines, expectations, and
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character traits with our students. Our PBIS character
traits remind us that Lawrence Roadrunners are
respectful, safe, and kind. Our teachers helped bring these
expectations to life through rotations in important areas
around campus. Students practiced and reviewed key rules
so everyone understands how we learn, work, and care for
one another at Lawrence.

Lawrence staff members welcomed students back for the 2026-27 school year.
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Los Amigos /igh School
16566 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6288 * www.losamigoshs.com

Supporting the Whole Family

Los Amigos High School was proud to
host our annual Back-to-School Resource
Health Fair on September 2, bringing
families together for an evening of valuable
services and community support. In
partnership with the Orange County Social

Services Agency, the event provided medical and dental
checks, Medi-Cal and CalFresh enrollment assistance,
fresh produce, diapers, backpacks, toys, and other essential
resources. The health fair was another great example of
Los Amigos and GGUSD working alongside community
partners to ensure students and families felt supported,
cared for, and ready for a successful school year.

Los Amigos High School students volunteered at the Back-to-School Resource Health Fair which provided
dozens of resources to ensure families felt well cared for.

Mark Twain Special Education Center and Adult Transition Program

11802 Loara St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 * 714/663-6050 * marktwain.ggusd.us

Todd
Nirk
Principal
Literacy Library
At Mark Twain, our Literacy Library
serves students from the elementary
level through our Adult Transition
Program (ATP), providing them with
access to literature tailored to their
interests while building fundamental
Joell Sparks literacy §k'ills. Destigned .for
Principal accessibility, the library incorporates

sensory tools and communication

supports so that every student can
fully engage. A standout feature of our program is
peer mentorship: several ATP students partner with
younger learners, providing support to help them
access texts and engage with stories. Students then
bridge their reading to real-world experiences when
they are on campus and in the community. Through
this comprehensive approach, our students are
working on all three of our district strategic goals by
gaining academic skills (Goal 1), developing personal
skills (Goal 2), and building a foundation for lifelong
success (Goal 3). We are immensely proud of our
library and thrilled to see our students thrive as
engaged readers.
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Marshall Eiementary School
15791 Bushard Ave., Westminster, CA 92683  714/663-6528 » marshall.ggusd.us

A Sweet Start to Great Attendance
Marshall Elementary School
recently brought its community
together for a delicious Welcome Back
Pancake Breakfast! Families gathered
on campus to enjoy a warm, freshly
prepared breakfast cooked on-site by

Sarah GGUSD’s superb Food Services team,
Va!1 pam featuring fluffy pancakes topped with
Principal berries and whipped cream, served

alongside savory sausage..

The event proved to be a fantastic success in
more ways than one. In celebration of September’s
Attendance Awareness Month, Marshall students
demonstrated remarkable school spirit and
commitment—recording near-perfect attendance
with only one student absent across the entire
school that day!

By combining community engagement with a
focus on daily attendance, Marshall Elementary
kicked off the school year on a supportive and high-
achieving note. Congratulations to our dedicated
students, families, and staff for making the morning
such a resounding success!

Marshall Elementary School families gather together in a full cafeteria to enjoy
a freshly prepared pancake and sausage breakfast during
Attendance Awareness Month.

McGarvin /ntermediate School
9802 Bishop PI., Westminster, CA 92683 * 714/663-6218 * mcgarvin.ggusd.us

Back-to-Back National Pentathlon exciting season this fall. Returning champions and new
Champions! members will come together to form a new team, take

McGarvin Intermediate School has on new challenges, and continue McGarvin’s tradition of
done it again! For the second year in a excellence.

row, McGarvin’s Academic
Pentathlon teams are National
Champions, making this an
Bill extraordinary milestone
Gates for our students and school
Principal community. At the 2026
National Championships,
our 7th-grade team earned 1st place
overall while our 8th-grade team achieved
an incredible 2nd place in the nation.
Together, our students made history by
bringing home an impressive 54 individual
medals—including 16 gold, 20 silvers,
and 18 bronzes! Academic Pentathlon
challenges students to develop critical
thinking, collaboration, communication,
and academic confidence while encouraging
a love of learning. After two consecutive

years of national success, our Pentathlon McGarvin's Academic Pentathlon teams were named National Champions
program is gearing up for another in 2026 for the second year in a row.
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Mitchell Eiementary School
13451 Taft Ave,, Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6131 * mitchell.ggusd.us

Fostering a Love for Reading and learn positive ways to connect with others. Whether

Reading is a major focus at Mitchell students are discovering a new favorite book or enjoying
Elementary this year as we work to build a peaceful reading break, our library is helping Mitchell
strong readers who develop a lifelong love Eagles grow as both readers and people.

of books and learning. One special place
where that love of
reading comes to life

Carrie is our school library. In
Bostick addition to regularly
Principal scheduled library visits,

the library is open during
recess, giving students the option to
step away from the busy playground,
find a comfortable spot, and relax with
a good book. Our library also features
a special collection called The Peace
Library. This thoughtfully selected
section includes books that help
students explore important topics such
as social-emotional regulation, empathy,
inclusion, kindness, and respect for
diversity. Through engaging stories,
students can see different perspectives,

better understand their own emotions, Mitchell Eagles enjoy a quiet moment with a good book in our school library.

Monroe Elementary Language Academy
16225 Newhope St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 * 714/663-6264 * monroe.ggusd.us

Monroe's Ballet Folklorico Celebrates Latino Currently boasting approximately 70 talented students,
Heritage Month with Vibrant Performances Monroe’s folklorico program continues to grow and
In a captivating display of culture and thrive. Through hours of practice and passion, these

tradition, Monroe’s Ballet Folklorico “Rafces young dancers not only showcase artistic excellence but
de Monroe” recently dazzled audiences to also foster community pride and cultural appreciation.
celebrate Latino Heritage Month. Dressed Congratulations to “Raices de Monroe” on another
in vibrant traditional attire, the dancers unforgettable series of performances!

César twirled across

Loya the blacktop,

Principal bringing rich
heritage and
energy to the entire Monroe
community.

The celebration extended
beyond Monroe’s campus as the
dedicated performers traveled
to Crosby Elementary and
Marshall Elementary. Bringing
lively choreography, music, and
storytelling to neighboring
schools, the group inspired
younger students and shared
the joy of folklorico dancing

o Monroe’s Ballet Folklorico group celebrates
across the district.

Latino Heritage Month with vibrant performances at several school campuses.
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Morningside Elementary School
10521 Morningside Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6328 * morningside.ggusd.us

Morningside Elementary Celebrates
PBIS Bronze Recognition

As principal, I am thrilled to enter my
second year at Morningside. Together,
we have built a strong foundation, and I
look forward to continuing to grow and
strengthen our community throughout the

Toby school year.
Vares Morningside Elementary is proud
Principal to announce our recognition as a PBIS

Bronze Medal recipient! This achievement
highlights our commitment to fostering a positive learning
environment. Thanks to our students, staff, and families,
we continue to make incredible progress practicing our
core values: being safe, respectful, and responsible.

To celebrate our students’ hard work, keep an eye out
for the launch of our new Mustang Market, where students
can redeem their earned “Mighty Mustangs” for exciting
rewards and experiences.

We are also always looking for volunteers to join our
PTA and support our upcoming activities. Plus, be sure to
check our website or ParentSquare regularly for important

updates and dates. Two TK students enjoy “Lunch with the Principal” after spinning
Go Mighty Mustangs! the PBIS wheel at our Friday Flag Deck.

Murdy Elementary School
14851 Donegal Dr,, Garden Grove, CA 92844 » 714/663-6405 » murdy.ggusd.us

A Place to Play collaborated, and made it happen! This is more than just

We are excited to officially launch the a new space. It represents our commitment to belonging,
HERDquarters, a new indoor recess space connection, and making sure every Mustang knows that
created with our students in mind! As a their voice matters.

Community School,
we believe our
students should
Dr. Michele have a voice in
Luong shaping their school
Principal experience. The
HERDquarters is one
part of our ongoing school initiative
to ensure student voices are heard,
valued, and turned into action.
This special space gives students
an additional place to connect with
friends, play board games, explore
robotics, create using 3-D pens,
and enjoy recess in a welcoming
and comfortable environment. The
idea for the HERDquarters came
directly from student feedback
about what would make recess more

enjoyable and inclusive. We listened, Students enjoy coding and robotics during the school’s indoor recess option.
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Newhope Elementary School
4419 W. Regent Dr,, Santa Ana, CA 92704 « 714/663-6581 * newhope.ggusd.us

Newhope Kicks Off 2026 with dream big and explore what is possible! To help set the
Amazing Possibilities tone for our CCMP sessions, our very own superintendent,
What a wonderful start to the school year! Dr. Mafi recently visited our sixth graders to inspire them
Back to School Night was a great opportunity to think about their futures and begin exploring what
to connect with families and share the they might want to be or do when they grow up. We look
exciting learning experiences planned for forward to a fantastic school year filled with learning,
this school year. A special shout-out to our growth, and new opportunities for all our Tigers.
Eva amazing PTO, who work
Matthews tirelessly to provide
Principal memorable experiences

for our Tigers and their
families. We appreciate all they do to
make our school community stronger!
Our 6th graders have the amazing
opportunity to participate in Our
College and Career Mentorship Program
(CCMP). Each sixth grader will have
the time to explore future careers, learn
about different pathways, and begin
connecting their interests to future
goals. Many of our CCMP mentors
also attended Newhope Elementary,
now they provide our students with

) PTO welcomed engaged with families and showcased
experiences that encourage them to

all they do to support the school during Newhope's Back to School Night.

Northecutt Ziementary School
11303 Sandstone St., Fountain Valley, CA 92708 « 714/663-6537 * northcutt.ggusd.us

Northcutt Students Learn Positive These lessons support GGUSD Goal 2: Personal Success,
Expectations Through PBIS Rotations Climate, and Culture by fostering strong character, positive

At Northeutt Elementary School, students relationships, and a welcoming school community where all
participate in PBIS Rotations to learn and students can learn, grow, and thrive.

reinforce the school’s
core expectations:
Be Responsible, Be

Brian Respectful, and Be
Ladd Safe. During these
Principal rotations, students

visit different areas
of campus to see what these
expectations look like in real-life
settings.

At the Playground PBIS
Expectations station, students
learn how to use equipment safely,
include others in play, resolve
conflicts respectfully, and make
responsible choices during recess.
Through discussions and hands-on
activities, students gain skills that
promote positive interactions and a
safe learning environment. Making recess safe, welcoming and fun starts with learning our playground expectations.
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Pacifica /7igh School
6851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845  714/663-6515 » www.pacificamariners.com

Pacifica High School Earns California the foundation built and provides momentum for the work
PBIS Bronze Recognition ahead. We are proud of our staff for embracing this work,
Pacifica High School is proud to be proud of our students for helping shape it, and proud of
recognized with California PBIS Bronze the impact it is having on the Mariner experience. At
status, celebrating the intentional work Pacifica, PBIS is ultimately about creating a campus where
of our staff and students to build a expectations are clear, positive choices are recognized,
positive, consistent, and supportive school students feel connected, and every Mariner has the
Stephanie environment where every Mariner can thrive. opportunity to succeed.
Bartlett At Pacifica, that work is taking shape
Principal through our Anchor Points system,

which provides a common framework for
recognizing, reinforcing, and celebrating the behaviors
and habits we want our Mariners to demonstrate every day.
One of the strengths of Pacifica’s PBIS work is that it is not
a stand-alone program or a single event. The school has
been developing the infrastructure necessary to make PBIS
part of the everyday student experience. Most importantly,
students have a voice in the work. Pacifica has developed
an Anchor Crew and Anchor Points Student Committee,
creating opportunities for students to help shape how PBIS
is experienced by their peers.

Pacifica is incredibly proud of earning Bronze

recognition, but the school also views it as an important
step in a larger journey. The Bronze designation validates

Pacifica student leaders play an active role in shaping the school’s
PBIS infrastructure which fosters a positive school environment
that helps all students succeed.

Paine Elementary School
15792 Ward St., Garden Grove, CA 92843  714/663-6118 * paine.ggusd.us

Family Game Night
Family Game Night at
Thomas Paine Elementary
was a wonderful evening
of fun, laughter, and
connection! Hosted by our
amazing PTO, the event

Charise brought families together
Santana to enjoy games, activities,
Principal and quality time with

one another. This event
supports Garden Grove Unified School
District’s Goal 2: well-being by creating
opportunities to strengthen relationships,
foster a sense of belonging, and build
a positive school climate and culture.
We are grateful to our PTO, staff, and
families for creating an evening that
celebrated connection, belonging, and
wellbeing. Together, we continue to build
a school community where every student
and family feels welcomed, valued, and

connected. Paine Elementary families enjoyed connecting with other families in the school

community during a fun Family Game Night.
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Palomino Flementary School
4726 W. Hazard Ave.,, Santa Ana, CA 92703 * 714/663-6418 * palomino.ggusd.us

Hispanic Heritage Assemb|y performance. Dancers brought traditional heritage to life
At Palomino Elementary School, creating with energetic movement, authentic music, and colorful
a safe, inclusive, and welcoming environment costumes. The celebration extended beyond the assembly
for every student and family is at the heart of stage and into lunchtime! Thanks again to our PTO,
everything we do. This commitment was on students had the opportunity to try delicious, traditional
full display as our school community came aguas frescas during lunch, giving everyone a refreshing
together for a Hispanic Heritage Assembly. taste of Hispanic culture to end the special day.
Rene The event kicked
Cantoran off with a special
Principal performance led by

student leaders from

Latinos Unidos.
They presented an engaging skit
centered on two grandchildren
eager to learn more about their
heritage. Through a heartfelt
dialogue with their grandmother,
the students and audience learned
that culture isn’t something far
away—it is all around us every day
in our language, food, traditions,
and music. Following the skit,
students and families were treated
to a captivating Ballet Folklérico

Students in the school’s Latinos Unidos Club
engaged the audience with a performance of “La Raspa.”

Parkview Elementary School
12272 Wilken Way, Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6266 * parkview.ggusd.us

supporting the Whole Child By fostering a safe, respectful environment, Parkview
Parkview Elementary is proud to continues to support the whole child and help every
announce it has earned California PBIS Gold student thrive academically and socially.

Recognition for excellence
in creating a positive,
supportive school culture.
This achievement highlights

Kawehi Parkview’s dedication to Garden
Holomalia- Grove Unified School District’s
Gonzalez strategic goals, particularly

Principal Goal 2: Personal Skills, which
focuses on developing students’

character, social-emotional well-being, and
positive behavior. Across campus every day,
all Parkview staff proudly award BARK Bucks
to students who exemplify core values: Be
Responsible, Act Safely, Respect Others,
and Keep It Up! Students are thrilled for the
upcoming launch of the BARK Store, where
they can spend their hard-earned BARK
Bucks on fun rewards, school supplies, and
special privileges. This interactive incentive
reinforces daily expectations and empowers
students to take ownership of their actions. Students love cashing in their Bark Bucks for fun prizes.
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Patton Flementary School
6861 Santa Rita Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92845 « 714/663-6584 « patton.ggusd.us

Welcome Back to an
Inspired New School Year
at Patton Elementary!

As we launch into the 2026-2027
school year, our Patton Elementary
campus is buzzing with energy,
curiosity, and renewed purpose. This

Kai year, our focus centers on fostering
Chang a love for hands-on learning and
Principal strong community connections.

We are thrilled to introduce
our new interactive STEM learning lab, where
Patton scholars collaborate on problem-solving
projects that bring science and math concepts to
life. Alongside our rigorous academic core, our
expanded visual and performing arts activities
offer every child creative outlets to shine. Above
all, our dedicated Patton teachers and staff
are committed to nurturing a safe, welcoming,
and inclusive environment where every scholar
feels valued and empowered to reach their full
potential. We look forward to partnering with our
wonderful families for a milestone year of growth,
achievement, and discovery!

Peters Elementary School (K-3)

13162 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6085 * petersk3.ggusd.us

Helping Hands

Starting a new school year
can bring big feelings, especially
for our youngest learners.
Thankfully, our wonderful 3rd
grade ambassadors are there each
morning with smiles, kindness, and

Jean helping hands to welcome TK and
Camp kindergarten students and walk
Principal them to class.

This special partnership helps
our littlest students feel safe, confident, and
ready to learn, while giving our 3rd graders a
meaningful opportunity to practice leadership,
compassion, and responsibility.

These everyday acts of kindness beautifully
support GGUSD Goal 2: Personal Skills—
Motivation, Well-Being, and Climate & Culture,
helping create a school community where every
student feels welcomed, connected, and valued.

It’s a beautiful reminder that a little kindness
can make a big difference—and that we're never
too young to make someone feel at home.

Patton scholars put their problem-solving skills to work during
a collaborative engineering activity in our new STEM lab.

Third grade ambassadors are ready to welcome TK students to school
to walk them to class.

GARDEN GROVE UNIFIED ScHOOL DISTRICT WWW.SCHOOLNEWSROLLCALL.COM NovemBer 2026 37


https://schoolnewsrollcall.com
https://petersk3.ggusd.us
https://patton.ggusd.us

Peters Elementary School (4-6)
13200 Newhope St., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6070 * peters46.ggusd.us

Panther Pride Shines Bright Panthers are channeling their creativity by studying

At Peters 4-6 Elementary, our Panther famous Hispanic artists and crafting unique artwork
pride shines brightest when we come inspired by their iconic styles. Additionally, our Student
together to honor and celebrate the rich Council members are taking the lead each week by sharing
diversity of our community. This fall, we inspiring cultural facts and historical highlights during
were thrilled to kick off Hispanic Heritage morning announcements, educating and empowering their
Month with a vibrant, all-school outdoor peers every day.

Sean assembly. We are so proud of our students for embracing these
Dishong We were honored to welcome the talented opportunities to learn, reflect, and celebrate. Thank you
Principal Rancho Alamitos High School Mariachi to our incredible staff, families, and community partners

Band, whose dynamic performance filled for making this month such a meaningful and memorable
our campus with music, energy, and joy. It was a wonderful experience for our Panthers!

sight to see our students, staff,
and families—many dressed in
beautiful traditional attire—
enjoying the festivities together as
one community.

Our celebration extends far
beyond the assembly. Throughout
the month, students are diving
deep into the rich histories,
traditions, and contributions

of HiSPaniC cultures through Panther students pose with the Rancho Alamitos High School Mariachi Band after their
engaging weekly lessons. Our performance to kick off our Hispanic Heritage Month festivities.

Post Elementary School
14641 Ward St., Westminster, CA 92683 « 714/663-6354 * post.ggusd.us

Post Panthers Show Paws

The 2026-2027 school year is in full swing
at Post Elementary, and our Panthers are
kicking off an exciting new school year filled
with academic focus, annual traditions, and
learning behavioral expectations.

This fall, our primary focus is expanding

Jamie PBIS at Post. The staff is launching a PAWS
Shippee panther student store for scholars to spend
Principal their cub cash. Students will earn cub cash for

showing a positive attitude, acting responsibly,
working hard and showing respect.
Beyond the classroom, panthers and parents
continue to show school spirit. From celebrating student
accomplishments during our weekly Friday Flag assemblies
to building excitement for our community events like the
annual pumpkin decorating contest, Halloween parade, and
trunk or treat, our school community is coming together to
create lasting memories.
We look forward to partnering with our families to make
this school year our best one yet.

Post scholars earn Cub Cash when demonstrating schoolwide
expectations like hard work, a positive attitude and respect.
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Ralston /ntermediate School
10851 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6366 * ralston.ggusd.us

Stronger Together: Expanding Parent
Partnership at Ralston

Ralston Intermediate is deepening
family engagement this year by building
strong home-to-school connections,
starting with creating opportunities
where every family feels informed,

Feather supported, and valued. An example of
Hocking this commitment was our updated SOAR
Principal orientation for incoming 7th graders,

where we added a parent component that
allowed parents the opportunity to get their questions
answered and have the dedicated time to learn what
they needed to help their child transition to middle
school. Over 100 Ralston families attended, establishing
a genuine sense of belonging on campus from day one.
As our parent connectedness grows, so do our family
volunteers. We are excited to have our parents helping
with our weekly Pride Store, Friday Fest activities, our
school library, and other campus events. The growth
will continue as we start to offer parent workshops
to strengthen families and our school and home

connections. Ralston is proud to have strong family engagement as part of
its school culture and community.

Rancho Alamitos /7ig/h School
11351 Dale St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6415 « www.ranchoalamitoshs.com

Rancho VAQ Rack Now Open! The Vaq Rack reflects the spirit of Rancho Alamitos,
Rancho Alamitos High School and a community committed to supporting one another and
our Community School Teacher Coach, ensuring our students and families have the resources they
Ms. Lockhart, are excited to announce that need. We are grateful to everyone who helped make this
our Community Schools Vaq Rack is officially resource possible and proud to see our students supporting
open! The Vaq Rack provides students with a their fellow Vaqueros.
welcoming, store-
Curtis like environment
Bruno where they can
Principal access clothing,

school supplies,
pantry items, hygiene products,
and other essential items, all free
of charge.

More than just a resource

for students, the Vaq Rack
also provides opportunities for
students to give back to their
school community. Students help
operate and support the store
while developing valuable life
skills, including responsibility,
organization, communication,
and customer service. Families get the resources they need through the school’s Vaq Rack.
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Riverdale 7cch Acadeny
13222 Lewis St,, Garden Grove, CA 92843  714/663-6563 * riverdale.ggusd.us

A Great Year Ahead fun activities like a four-square tournament as well as
Riverdale Elementary is excited to start charitable contributions like canned food drives during the

the new school year with several positive holiday season. We are proud of all our students have and

developments. Our students managed to will continue to accomplish in the year ahead.

surpass our Pre-Covid
SBAC scores last school
year. This is quite

Jason an accomplishment
Shabet considering the
Principal significant gains that

were made prior to the
pandemic and all of the obstacles that
were placed in front of us along the
way. This growth also led to Riverdale
being named a US News and World
Report Best Elementary School for
the second year in a row. This is
truly a testament to the hard work of
teachers, students, and the parents of
our school! To start this school year,
our PAL (Peer Assistance League)
students are looking to take a larger

leadership role at the school. Guided
by our teachers, they are bringing Riverdale PAL students are fostering a fun, positive environment on campus.

Russell Eiementary Language Acadeny
600 S. Jackson St., Santa Ana, CA 92704 » 714/663-6151 « russell.ggusd.us

celebrating Student Success one year ago. As we continued her tradition, we also

The first Friday of each month is our Spirit honored her legacy by dedicating a bench and tree outside
Assembly, where we celebrate and recognize her former classroom, creating a space that reflects her love
our students through our PBIS initiatives. for students, learning, leadership, and community.

Students are honored based on our RAMS
values: Respectful, Acting
Mindfully, Modeling
Carol Responsibility, and
Haase Solving Problems. Our
Principal assemblies also highlight
the multiculturalism of
our dual immersion program through
student performances. We also celebrate
students who participate in University
Thursday by raffling off college wear to
those who take intentional notes during
our morning announcements, which
highlight a different university each
month. Our first Spirit Assembly on
September 4 was especially meaningful
as we celebrated El Grito in honor of
Mexican Independence Day—a special

Russell tradition started by our beloved Sunshine, story time, and a spot in the grass! Russell students enjoyed a good book
teacher, Maestra Gil, who passed away with their teacher on a beautify day outside.
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Santiago /igh School
12342 Trask Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6215 * www.santiagohs.org

A California
Distinguished School

As the new principal of Santiago
High School, I am so excited to
celebrate our school being named
a California Distinguished School
for the first time ever! This award

Nick is given by the California State
Clark Board of Education to only the top
Principal schools statewide and recognizes

the incredible growth happening
in our classrooms and our campus. Santiago
continues to make growth in English Language
Arts and Mathematics test scores while closing
the achievement gap for all students (GGUSD
Goal 1). In addition to our high attendance rate,
students share they feel safe and supported at
SHS (GGUSD Goal 2), and our graduation rate
continues to increase with an impressive number
of students meeting the requirements to enter a
CSU or UC school upon graduation (GGUSD Goal
3). I am proud to share this recognition with our
community, and I know we will continue to be

Santiago High School scholars celebrate being named
successful, civic minded, critical thinkers!

a 2026 California Distinguished School.

Simmons Elementary School
11602 Steele Dr., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6096 * simmons.ggusd.us

Simmons Dolphins are Making Waves instruction for TK-6 Grade. Our Simmons Dolphins are
Simmons Elementary is proud to celebrate making waves with our Spanish dual language immersion
the second year of our Spanish dual and hands-on music enrichment!

immersion program! Our
school welcomed our families
with a variety of community
events such as our “Picnic
Dr. Tanya with a Loved One,” annual
De Leon pancake breakfast and new
Principal PTO Coffee Chats.
Please reach out to the
Simmons Office if you are interested in
learning more about our language program!
We will be giving tours of our TK and
K classrooms starting this November.
You will want to visit before the priority
enrollment window closes on January 31st.
Additionally, we are thrilled to
announce that Simmons is the recipient
of the “Give and Grow” Grant that will
beautify our campus with dolphin-themed
murals this October. Our students also
benefit from an Orff trained music teacher

who provides experiential, hands on music Simmons Dual Immersion students enjoy painting at recess.
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Skylark Preschool

11250 MacMurray Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6336 * skylark.ggusd.us

A Preschool Where Every
Child Belongs

This year, Skylark Preschool is excited
to welcome our students and families with
a brand-new mural that represents what
our school community stands for: every
child is seen, valued, and celebrated.

Esther The mural reflects the inclusive spirit
Atherton of our State Preschool, Early Childhood
Principal Education Center (ECEC), and Fee-Based

Preschool programs. At Skylark, we are
also proud to have the Boys & Girls Club as a community
partner, supporting our students and families and
helping strengthen our school community.

This special vision came to life through the generosity
of our families and community, including fundraisers
and donations. More than a mural, it is a lasting reminder
that every child has a place to learn, grow, and shine.
Skylark is proud to foster a community where every child
belongs, and every learner is given the opportunity to
excel and reach their full potential.

At Skylark Preschool, every child belongs, every child

matters, and every child has a place to shine. . . .
Skylark’s new mural is a colorful reminder that every child belongs.

Stanford Flementary School
12721 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6458 * stanford.ggusd.us

Pastries, Lunches, and
Bingo Night at Stanford!

The 2026-27 school year at
Stanford Elementary School is off to a
truly wonderful start! Our dedicated
Stanford Parent Teacher Organization
(PTO) sponsored a fantastic lineup of

Brian early-season events to bring families
Ball onto our campus and foster a warm,
Principal welcoming climate (Goal 2). We kicked

off on August 21st with Pastries with
the Principal, where many parents connected with
Principal Ball and learned about our school goals
for this year over delicious sweet treats. September
brought even more Stanford community fun! On
September 11th, families joined their students on
campus for a lively Lunch with Loved Ones. To wrap
up the month, our first family engagement night—
Family Bingo Night—was held on September 24th.
It was a memorable, fun-filled evening enjoyed by
everyone who attended. A huge thank you to our
incredible PTO volunteers, dedicated staff, and

Stanford families for starting our school year on such Stanford families build connection and community through
a high note! school events like Lunch with Loved Ones.
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Stanley Flementary School
12201 Elmwood St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6484 « stanley.ggusd.us

The Sweet Sounds of Learning great things they can accomplish together. We are proud
at Stamey to give our students the opportunity to learn and grow
Stanley’s instrumental music program through the power of music.

plays an important role in supporting
students’ academic, social, and
emotional development. Learning

to play an instrument strengthens

Angie skills such as concentration, memory,
Balius and problem-solving while positively
Principal supporting learning across all subject

areas. Music also provides students
with an opportunity to practice setting goals, work
through challenges, and experiencing the pride that
comes from improvement and achievement. Our
instrumental music program helps students develop
meaningful connections to their school community.
Playing in an ensemble teaches students to listen to
one another and contribute to a shared goal. For many
students, music becomes a place where they feel
successful. Performances and concerts also create
opportunities for families and the school community
to celebrate student accomplishments together. We
are incredibly proud of our young musicians as they

find their voice, build connections, and discover the Stanley students develop skill, confidence and connecting through

the school’s instrumental music program.

Sunnyside Flementary School
9972 Russell Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92844 « 714/663-6158 * sunnyside.ggusd.us

Sunnyside Starts
the Year SHINING
At Sunnyside Elementary, we

are starting the 2026-27 school

year with a focus on kindness,

belonging, and positive choices.

Our students are practicing what
Marcie it means to SHINE: show Scholarly
Griffith Habits, Have Respect, Impress
Principal with Integrity, Never Give Up, and

Exceed Expectations.

Students who demonstrate these values can
earn Sunny Money to spend at our Sunny Store,
where their positive choices are celebrated. The
store is one of the ways our Positive Behavioral
Interventions and Supports (PBIS) program
helps make Sunnyside a welcoming place to
learn.

We're proud to share that Sunnyside has
earned PBIS Platinum Recognition for the fourth
year in a row. This honor reflects the care and
commitment of our students, staff, and families.

Here’s to another year of shining together! Sunnsyide scholars show off their sunny money earned for making

positive choices and demonstrating scholarly habits and respect.
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Violette Elementary School
12091 Lampson Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6203 e violette.ggusd.us

Violette Vikings Are Learning, Leading,
and Achieving!
At Violette, every Viking is on a journey
to learn, lead, and achieve. As a proud
Community School, we know that when we
journey together, our Vikings go farther.
This year, our
Olivia scholars will
Hufnagel have countless
Principal opportunities to
imagine, design,
create, and shine. Students will
take center stage through Aladdin
Kids, while Child Creativity Lab
and Jr. Achievement will bring
innovative experiences into
every classroom. Through our
AVID focus, students develop
agency, take ownership of their
learning, and grow as confident,
capable learners. We are also
cultivating a love of reading!
Book Blast launches this month
and together with our Scholastic

Book Fair, our scholars will build on their home libraries.
Our commitment to respectful, responsible, and scholarly
behavior has earned Violette School Platinum PBIS
recognition. With a focus on belonging, discovering
purpose, and celebrating diversity, our Vikings know they
are valued and on a path to lifelong success!

Violette scholars are excited to expand their personal libraries through the school’s

Book Bash initiative.

Virtual Learning Academy
11262 Garden Grove Blvd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6292 *_vla.ggusd.us

Taking Center Stage
From Chicago to London, VLA senior
Sophia Silva spent her summer pursuing her
passion for ballet and taking her training to
exciting new heights!
She spent three weeks at the Advanced
Summer Intensive at the Grainger
Eric Academy of The Joffrey Ballet in Chicago,
Hansen strengthening her technique and artistry
Principal while learning from an exceptional faculty.
Sophia then traveled to London for four
weeks to attend the prestigious Royal Ballet Upper School
Summer Intensive, where she trained daily alongside
talented dancers from around the world.

These experiences provided valuable opportunities for
growth, connection, and lasting friendships within the
dance community.

Currently a pre-professional student at the American
Ballet Theatre William J. Gillespie School at Segerstrom
Center for the Arts, Sophia dreams of becoming a
professional ballerina. She is grateful for the flexibility VLA
provides as she continues pursuing her dreams.

We are proud of you, Sophia. Keep soaring!
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With VLA's flexibility supporting her journey, Sophia is taking exciting

steps toward her dream of becoming a professional ballerina!
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Wakeham Ziemeniary School
7772 Chapman Ave., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6407 * wakeham.ggusd.us

Strengthening Students’ Personal Skills sets the foundation of positive school culture, which we

Wakeham is where learning goes far build upon with activities, supports, and assemblies that
beyond books! Under GGUSD’s Goal 2: show students how everyone contributes to a safe and
Personal Skills, Wakeham Elementary welcoming school. For example, local high schoolers joined
focuses on helping every student grow inside a few of Wakeham’s own students to perform a lively Ballet
and out. First, we support motivation and Folklérico assembly! When students feel happy, safe, and
well-being. Through Wakeham’s ASPIRE cared for, they are ready to shine!
Sarah program, students receive individual and
Mershon small-group support
Principal to solve problems and

tackle challenges.
Our counseling team also delivers
engaging classroom lessons and hosts
fun Recess Retreats as alternate
recess activities. Each month, we
focus on a character trait to boost
motivation and participation so
students own their behavior and see
the impact of their positive choices.
Second, we build a positive school
climate. Wakeham treats every
student like family and celebrates our
vibrant community through special

cultural events. Our PBIS program Students at Wakeham Elementary School celebrated Hispanic Heritage Month with a lively

assembly featuring a wonderful Ballet Folklérico performance.

Walton Iniermediate School
12181 Buaro St., Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6040  walton.ggusd.us

Walton Intermediate
Parent Pack

We are excited to announce the
launch of the Walton Intermediate
Parent Pack, an opportunity for
parents and caregivers to support
student success through their time,

Marci talents, or donations. The Parent
Loo Pack has already gotten off to a
Principal wonderful start! Parent volunteers

have stepped in as greeters,
welcoming students and families, and our copy
team volunteers are helping to support teachers
once a week. Many other parents have also
expressed interest in helping decorate, assist with
special projects, or lend a hand during specific
school events. The Parent Pack is designed to offer
flexible ways for families to get involved—whether
parents can volunteer regularly, help occasionally,
share a special skill, or make a donation. Thank
you to all of our Walton families who have already
stepped up to support our students. Every

contribution makes a difference! 3 .
Walton’s Parent Pack provide students with

a warm welcome to school.
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Warren Eiementary School
12871 Estock Dr,, Garden Grove, CA 92840 « 714/663-6331 » warren.ggusd.us

A Strong Start to the Year A special thank you to our incredible Warren PTA for
We are so excited about the wonderful their continued support! This year, PTA provided Warren

start to the school year at Warren T-shirts for every TK student, along with special shirts for
Elementary! Our classrooms are filled with Student Council members and sixth graders.
learning, laughter, and positive energy. There is even more excitement ahead! Our Fall
Thank you to our students, staff, and families Fundraiser begins in October, and our Fall Festival is
for helping make Warren such a welcoming October 29! Watch ParentSquare for details.

Kyle and supportive community. Thank you for making Warren such a special place. Go

Benham Our Wildcats are off to an amazing start... Wildcats!

Principal building friendships,
learning routines,
developing new skills, and bringing
enthusiasm and curiosity to school
each day!

We are also proud to celebrate
Warren Elementary for earning Gold
Recognition through the statewide
PBIS Recognition Program!

This achievement reflects our
commitment to helping students
Prepare, Respect, Give Effort,
and Problem Solve while creating
a positive environment where

everyone can learn and grow. Students at Warren Elementary are all smiles as they start the new 2026-27 school year.

Woodbury Elementary School
11362 Woodbury Rd., Garden Grove, CA 92843 « 714/663-6461 » woodbury.ggusd.us

Woodbury Elementary Focuses on celebrate the strong sense of community that makes
Wellness, Climate, and community Woodbury Elementary such a special place. Woodbury

At Woodbury Elementary, we are Elementary is proud to support and advance our district
continuing to prioritize the socio-emotional goals by nurturing the whole child and strengthening the
well-being of our students while building a relationships that help our students thrive!

positive school climate and
culture where everyone

Liz feels connected, supported,
Milliman and valued. Students
Principal participated in a meaningful

Social-Emotional Learning
(SEL) lesson in our Wellness Room, led
by our school social worker. The lesson
provided students with an opportunity
to develop important skills for managing
emotions, building relationships, and
making positive choices. Our commitment
to student well-being extends beyond the
classroom and into our school community.
We were thrilled to welcome families
onto campus for a wonderful pancake
breakfast! The event provided a special
opportunity for students, families, and Families came together for a delicious and nutritious
staff to connect, share a meal, and Pancake Breakfast provided by GGUSD's Food Services Department.
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Zeyen Elementary School
12081 Magnolia St., Garden Grove, CA 92841 « 714/663-6535 * zeyen.ggusd.us

Partnering with PTO

At Zeyen Elementary School, our
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO)
plays a vital role in enriching our vibrant
school community and supporting our
students and staff. This school year is
already off to a fantastic start thanks

Gabriel to the dedicated efforts of our PTO
Gonzalez leadership and volunteers. Their hard
Principal work helps organize highly anticipated

fundraisers like our Kona Ice visits and
our popular Scholastic Book Fair, both of which bring
immense joy to our campus while raising essential
funds for classroom resources, field trips, and school-
wide programs. Beyond financial support, the PTO
fosters a strong sense of unity and collaboration
between families and educators. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to this incredible parent group
whose unwavering support, enthusiasm, and tireless
commitment make a profound, lasting impact on the
success and well-being of every student at Zeyen
Elementary!

OCDE ¢ From Page 11

professional learning, advance literacy,
support special education and sustain
important work through community schools
and expanded learning programs. Our
responsibility is to use these opportunities
wisely, thoughtfully and with a clear focus on
results.

At OCDE, our work takes two forms:

Zeyen's PTO brings many awesome opportunities
to students including a variety of sweet treats.

support for students, schools and educators. Operational

excellence ensures that the people, systems, resources

and services behind that work are aligned, responsive and

prepared for what comes next. Neither pillar stands alone.

Together, they create a stronger foundation for everything

we do, based on the vision of our 5-3-1 Strategic Plan.
Now let’s get back to those three words: All. Together. Now.
As we begin a new school year, let this become more

: B
%Z:et;;?:ndee:;l We support Orange County’s 28 school

Orange County  districts through fiscal oversight, technical
Dept. of Education ~ assistance, instructional leadership and
specialized services, and we directly serve

than a song title or familiar phrase. Let it be our shared
cue for the year ahead — to include all, to work together, to
focus on what matters and to begin immediately.

And yes, I realize I may have just put a Beatles song in

the county’s most vulnerable students through our own
schools and programs. To bolster both responsibilities, we
are aligning our organization around two complementary

your head. But maybe this particular earworm is a good thing.
It reminds us that inspiration can come from anywhere,
and that timeless messages — like timeless songs — have a

pillars: educational excellence and operational excellence.
Educational excellence reflects our commitment to
strong instruction, innovative programs and meaningful

way of staying with us.
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