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The 

 Link   
  

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church May 2021
 

Pastor Page: 
Dear People of St. Paul’s, 

There is a buzz of excitement in the office 

and among leaders, as we look forward to “re-

opening” after this long pandemic year. Thanks to 

science, modern medicine, and much hard work, 

more and more people are getting vaccinated, and 

while we are still carefully watching new variants 

(and especially their greater effect on children who 

cannot yet be vaccinated), we are cautiously 

optimistic that some of the activities we have loved 

from before-times might re-enter our lives.  

Now, I put “re-opening” is quotes because 

the truth is, we never closed. We never stopped 

being the Church – gathering online for worship, 

hearing the Word, singing God’s praises, praying 

with and for each other, serving one another and our 

community. No virus can stop that!  

That said, of course, many of the activities 

we have come to associate with church – including 

worshiping and singing together, serving together 

side-by-side, and opportunities for fellowship with 

one another – have been put on hold this year. And 

while we are all eager to get back to many of those 

things we had lost, the council, as we imagine the 

future, also wants us all to recognize two important 

realities. 

The first is simply that the “new normal” 

will never look just like the “old normal.” People 

have always longed for the past, good or bad (just 

read about the Israelites in the wilderness, longing 

for their time in slavery in Egypt!). Yet we know 

that the post-Covid world will look different from 

the pre-Covid world. We want to be realistic that 

this will be true also in the Church. 

The second is a bit deeper: as people of 

faith, we don’t necessarily want our post-Covid life 

to look like pre-Covid life. As Winston Churchill is 

credited with saying, “Never waste a good crisis.” 

Covid has forced a pause, forced us out of “the way 

we’ve always done it” (a plague on faithful 

disciples seeking new life!), and pushed us out of 

our comfortable rut. As followers of a God who 

promises to make all things new, and who 

dramatically showed us His commitment to new life 

in Christ’s resurrection, we are looking toward the 

future with eyes and hearts open to see what new 

thing God might be doing after this world-wide 

shake-up.  

During the coming months, the council has 

envisioned three priorities, which we discerned 

together through Bible study and prayer. One is to 

reconnect with and recommit to our members. We 

all need some healing on this side of Covid – to 

listen to one another, to PRAY with one another, to 

discover who we are now. Another is to deepen our 

TRUST in God, partly through rebuilding our 

relationships with each other, and partly through 

more intentional study of God’s word and 

conversations about faith. And the third is to 

streamline our social ministry outreach, to ACT in 

faith and service to our community in a way that is 

intentional, focused, and true to who we are as a 

congregation.  

We will begin this work by holding some 

small group gatherings (mostly outdoors) over the 

summer, at church and in people’s homes. Watch 

for information in this newsletter and later this 

month about where and when you can participate in 

this, and then please do participate! We look 

forward to entering together into this new phase of 

congregational life, and to see what incredible 

things God is doing through St. Paul’s.  

      

 Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Johanna 
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The May Church Calendar can be found online: 
www.stpaulspittsford.org 

 

 
 

Statistically, multiplying the number of unique 

viewers by 1.8 gives a sense of our weekly 

attendance (to account for usually more than one 

person watching per device). 
 

 
 

 
It’s Warm – Let’s Get Together! 
We all miss connecting with our St. Paul’s family. 

‘Tis the season when Rochesterians can be outside, 

so let’s do it! If you have an idea for an outdoor 

gathering, however small, let us know and we will 

publicize it. Wouldn’t it be fun to have small 

gatherings of church folks all through the summer? 

For example: 

 A gentle hike 

 A picnic at the beach, or in a park 

 A prayer gathering in a pretty place 

 Playground playdate with Sunday School 

friends (and their friends!) 

 Drinks and goodies in your backyard 

 A walk along the canal 
 

Can’t wait to see some folks! 

Date Unique Viewers 1.8 notes
Mar 7 74 133

Mar 14 76 137

Mar 21 72 130

Mar 28 98 176 Palm Sunday

Apr 1 41 74 Maundy Thu

Apr 2 32 58 Good Fri

Apr 4 147 265 EASTER Sun

April 11 63 113

April 18 85 153

April 25 82 148

March totals 320 576

April Totals 450 810

HOLY Week 220 396
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From the Church 

Office 
 

Articles for the June issue of the 

“Link” must be received by 9:00 a.m. on 

Monday, May 17th.  

We will continue to use Sign-up 

Genius for Lay Ministry volunteering and 

other opportunities into 2021. If you are 

having trouble accessing the sign-up page, 

please email 

pastorjohanna@stpaulspittsford.org for 

assistance while Michelle is out of the office.  

Our Office Admin, Michelle will be out 

from May 4th, potentially through the 15th after 

her back surgery on the 4th. Prayers are welcomed 

and greatly appreciated.  

If you need anything from the church 

office during this time (prayer requests, pastoral 

care, service support, etc.), please reach out to 

Pastor Johanna in the office (586-0580). Pastor 

will assist as she is able. Thank you so much. 

 

http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
mailto:pastorjohanna@stpaulspittsford.org
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Re-Entry Plans: May 2 
This is the month! We are planning to resume 

some in-person, indoor worship opportunities 

beginning May 2. Both services will require 

sign-ups due to limited space; a link for this 

will be available in the weekly email and on 

the website, or you can call the church office. 

Safety precautions will include: mask-

wearing at all times while in the building, 

physical distancing (6ft), and check-in at the 

entrance for sign-in and symptoms check. 

Any fellowship before and after must happen 

outside. 
 

Here are the two options and what you need 

to know: 
 

9:30 – Attend the live-stream: 

 4 family units may attend. 

 This service will include everything 

you experience on the livestream, 

including singing by Pastor Johanna, 

Jon, and the choral scholars (in the 

balcony). Congregation will not be 

permitted to sing yet, but may 

participate in spoken responses.  

 There are parts of the service that will 

be pre-recorded, and there is no simple 

way to share these simultaneously 

with the live congregation, due in part 

to the 8-15 second lag of the stream.  

 Please plan to arrive at least 5-10 min 

early to allow for check in, and so that 

we can give any instructions before 

the mics go live. 
 

11:00 – Attend following the live-stream: 

 10 family units may attend, with the 

possibility of two more in the Dorcas 

Room. 

 This service will include organ/piano 

music, but no singing.  

 We will aim to keep this to 30 min, 

including readings, sermon and 

prayers. 

 

See our website and the weekly email for a 

link to sign up, or call the church office to 

reserve a spot.  

 

Small Group Listening 

Sessions 
 

Beginning in May and continuing through 

the summer, we will be holding small 

group listening sessions, mostly outside or 

in well-ventilated areas, some at church, 

and at least one online for those who are 

not yet comfortable in these settings. A 

council member will be calling you to 

invite you, though you may also sign up 

online on your own and at your 

convenience (watch weekly emails for a 

link).  
 

If you have an outdoor space that will 

accommodate 6-12 people and you are 

willing to host, please let the office 

know! Hosting requires only providing a 

space, though if you would like to also 

provide drinks or goodies you certainly 

may. An outdoor space may be a porch, a 

large garage (with door open), a well-

ventilated Florida room, a temporary 

tent… you get the idea. It should be a 

space that can be used rain or shine, or 

you should have a backup.  
 

Pastor Johanna will be present at each 

gathering, leading conversation on the 

following questions: 

 Share a high and a low from this 

year. 

 Share one thing you learned from 

this past year (especially if it is 

related to your high or low).  

 What community concern is 

heaviest on your heart right now 

(whether related to the pandemic, 

or revealed by the pandemic, or 

completely separate)? 

 What is your greatest need right 

now (whether physical, spiritual, or 

emotional)? 
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Dorcas Rachel Circle 
 

Date: Thursday, May 13th 
 

Time: 9:45am- Fellowship 
10:00am- Meeting 

11:00- Program 
 

Place: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 

Program: Book Review with Sandy 
Link 

Forty Autumns by Nina Willner 
 

Devotions: Shari MacFarlane 
 

Hostesses: Shari MacFarlane and 
Mara Berndt 

 
Bring your paper good donations for 

the Pittsford Food Cupboard! 
 

Items needed: paper towels, facial 
tissue, toilet paper and napkins 

 
As always…… all are welcome! 

 
Please RSVP to Leisa North via email 

or phone by:  
Monday, May 10th by 4pm. 

leisanorth@gmail.com     
585-749-9249 

 

 

 
 

Seafarers 
International House 

 

Seafarers International House is a 
social agency of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America and a 
ministry partner of the ELCA synods 
of Metro New York, New Jersey, 
New England, Upstate New York, 
Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, Upper 
Susquehanna(PA) and Delaware-
Maryland. 
 
While its roots are decidedly 
Lutheran, Seafarers International 
House’s mission clientele are multi-
national and multi-faith. We offer 
pastoral care, hospitality, social 
assistance, advocacy, and prayer to 
all seafarers and immigrants without 
trepidation. 
 
Women of the ELCA are knitting 
hats for Seafarers and sending them 
to the Seafarer’s International 
House to be distributed ALL YEAR 
LONG! 
 
Most of the recipients are men so 
darker colors are appreciated. The 
preferred yarn is Red Heart Super 
Saver or any worsted weight yarn- 
NOT WOOL. 
 
There is a collection box in the 
lobby, you can also find pattern 
directions attached to the box! 
 
If you have any questions please see 
Leisa North. 
Thanks! 

mailto:leisanorth@gmail.com
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Upstate New York Synod 

Learning, Worship and 

Service Opportunites 
 

 

Information Session about the New 

Guidelines for Synodically 

Authorized Ministry 

April 28, 7-8PM 
 

The UNYS has adopted new guidelines 

regarding Synodically Authorized 

Ministers (Updated Guidelines: 

Synodically Authorized Ministry 

Guidelines) 

 

On Wednesday, April 28 at 7PM, Bishop 

Macholz and Pastor Lori Kochanski will 

answer some frequently asked questions 

about the continuing process of defining 

how we will live into these new guidelines 

as we move forward together.  

 

Zoom Link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957614466?

pwd=Rm5USVdUNE9GcVBlNnhWZHU

xdmNJdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 829 5761 4466 

Passcode: 043739 

 

 

Growing Young: Helping 

Congregations Authentically Engage 

Young People 

 

Thursdays at 7PM  

on May 6, 13, 20 and 27 

Led by Abby Mandris, Nick 

Stroczkowski, Megan Wolling 

 SIGN UP HERE!  

Upstate New York Synod 

Assembly 2021 
online, virtual gathering 

June 3rd Workshops 

June 4th – 5th Plenary Sessions to 

include: 
 

2021 Bishop Election 
Electing a bishop is one of the most 

important responsibilities in the life of a 

synod in the Evangelical Lutheran Church 

in America and a key responsibility of the 

synod assembly. The next election for 

Bishop of the Upstate New York Synod 

will take place at this year’s assembly of 

the synod, June 3-5. 
 

Marcia Sheldon and Devin Rosenbauer 

will joining Pastor Johanna online at 

this year’s Assembly as St. Paul’s elected 

voting members. 

 (Click HERE for the full Bishop election 

timeline summary.) 

Spring Conference Assemblies have just 

wrapped up and the names of our Bishop 

election nominees are being sent to our 

Synod Vice President, Tom Madden for 

our May 1st deadline. 

All Election and Assembly information 

can be found on the synod website, 

including the names and biographies of 

the synod’s Bishop nominees once 

published on May 1st.  

While voting members will be registering 

to attend this year’s Assembly online, all 

members of the synod will be able to view 

the Assembly proceedings on the Upstate 

NY Synod’s YouTube channel on the 4th 

and 5th of June. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/0f909607001/bbf042fe-d4e8-48a6-8170-0e52e58f0aae.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/0f909607001/bbf042fe-d4e8-48a6-8170-0e52e58f0aae.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957614466?pwd=Rm5USVdUNE9GcVBlNnhWZHUxdmNJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957614466?pwd=Rm5USVdUNE9GcVBlNnhWZHUxdmNJdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82957614466?pwd=Rm5USVdUNE9GcVBlNnhWZHUxdmNJdz09
https://forms.gle/QyHPUcamiEomyKpa6
https://upstatenysynod.org/s/Upstate-New-York-Synod-2021-Bishop-Election_timeline-draft-MSJ.pdf
https://upstatenysynod.org/bishop-election-2021
https://www.youtube.com/user/UpstateNYSynodELCA
https://www.youtube.com/user/UpstateNYSynodELCA
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St. Paul’s Music Opportunities This Summer 

Music at St. Paul’s will be taking advantage of the warmer 

weather by offering some outdoor opportunities to make some 

music! 

 ~ ~ ~ 

Choir Rehearsals: Wednesdays at 7:30-8:15pm 

Each Wednesday in May and possible June, weather permitting,  

we will gather in the parking lot to sing 

anthems we did virtually this past year as well as some for the future. 

These will not be performed by the full choir until fall. 

ALL are welcome, whether or not you have any intention of joining the choir! 

~ ~ ~ 

Summer Hymn-Sings: 2nd Saturday, beginning June 12 

Soon we’ll be able to sing hymns together again, so let’s get our chops back in shape. 

Join us in the parking lot on the 2nd Saturdays of June, July and August 

for a good old fashioned hymn sing. 

Watch the June newsletter for more information. 

 ~ ~ ~ 

“Porch Jamz” Returns 

Our “Porch Jamz” event we held last summer to welcome Jonathan was such a hit,  

we’re going to do it again.  

Watch the June newsletter for details on date and time, and get ready to rock! 

 


