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St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church April 2021
 

Pastor Page: 
 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen 

indeed! Alleluia! 

“Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 

and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, 

it bears much fruit.” This image Jesus uses to 

foretell his own death in John’s Gospel (12:24) has 

become a central one for me as I have considered 

what Life After The Pandemic looks like. With so 

much death in the past year – of people, traditions, 

beloved activities, milestones – I must, I must trust 

that some life will come. So I have found myself 

frequently mulling over the question: What will we 

have lost that won’t ever come back in the same 

form? And what new fruit will come from those 

losses?  

In this Easter season, I’d like to invite you to 

join me in considering what fruit will be borne, 

what new, resurrected life will emerge, out of this 

time of so much death – for you personally, but also 

for us as a congregation. The council has already 

spent some time discussing this and will continue to 

do so, but we are here to serve you and value your 

perspectives as well. Here are some thoughts: 

What have you lost this year that you 

realized wasn’t really giving you much life? 

What do you not want back? Was it your frantic 

schedules, rushing to this event and that with little 

down time to spend with people you love? Was it 

high expectations of yourself and others, with little 

room for grace? Was it some aspect of the way we 

“have always done” church – such as how Sunday 

School was done, or the number of evening 

meetings? What else? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What new life do you see growing out of 

this time of loss? Have you developed some 

meaningful new family traditions? Have you 

learned to be gentle with yourself? Have you 

enjoyed opportunities to engage with faith 

formation online? Did you find doing some things 

(not everything!) online was easier and more 

productive? Did you grow passionate about a new 

area of need in our community? 

I want to know what you have discovered 

about yourself and your faith and the way you live. 

Call or email me or talk to a member of council. We 

are eager to grow from this, to “bear much fruit” so 

that we will live even more fully into our lives of 

faith as a result of this grain of wheat dying.  

I’ll leave you with the prayer I offered at the 

end of my sermon on this text about the grain of 

wheat: 

Loving, life-giving God, when we lose things 

that had been familiar to us, we often long to have 

them back. Orient our attention instead toward 

seeing what fruit you may bring from that death, so 

that the story of Jesus’ death and resurrection might 

become the story of our own lives. In the name of 

the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

 

In certain hope, 

Pastor Johanna 
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St. Paul’s Vision 
To spread the Word, build a strong community, and 

make the world a better place. 
 

Our Mission Statement 
St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family. We are 

created by God, saved by Jesus Christ, God’s Son, 

and inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

Through joyous worship and Mission Commitment, 

St. Paul’s furthers the  

word of God’s Saving Grace. 

 

___________________________ 
 

2021 Congregational Council 
 

 Sue Wyatt, President & Altar Guild 

 Jennifer Olivo, Vice-President & Mutual 

Ministry & Safety 

 Mike Servé, TreasurerFinance Committee  

 Mark Mette, Financial Secretary 

 Jeff Haynes, Recording Secretary 

 Pr. Johanna Rehbaum, Worship & Music 

 Ann Menendez, Christian Education 

 Patty Cain, Social Ministry Action 

 Jamie Foster, Prop. & Maintenance/Safety 

 Marcia Sheldon, Fellowship 

 Jennifer Olivo, Worship & Music Liaison 

 Natalie Cincotta, Youth Member& LYO 

 

 

 

From the Church 

Office 
 

Articles for the May issue of the 

“Link” must be received by 9:00 a.m. on 

Thusday, April 15th.  

 

We will continue to use Sign-up 

Genius for Lay Ministry volunteering and 

other opportunities into 2021. If you are 

having trouble accessing the sign-up page, 

please email michelle@stpaulspittsford.org 

for assistance.  

Please note, Dorcas Rachel met on 

Thursday, April 1st for their Maundy Thursday 

Service & Prayer activity. Our apologies for not 

getting The Link published in time to get this 

information out in a timely manner.  

 

http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
mailto:michelle@stpaulspittsford.org
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Holy Week 2021 
 

 

This year for Holy Week we will be offering a variety of both virtual and in-person options for you to enter into 

this most sacred time. You are invited to engage in whatever way feels both meaningful and safe for you. 

 

All info and bulletins to download can be found at www.StPaulsPittford.org/holy-week-2021. 

 
 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st  
 

We will offer an online Maundy Thursday 

service which will stream on Twitch/our 

website at 7pm on Thursday. It will also 

premier on YouTube at 5pm, in case 

people/kids in your house have early 

bedtimes. In this service, Intern Lisa and 

Pastor Johanna will be reflecting together on 

the three movements of this day: the foot-

washing, the last supper, and Jesus’ prayer in 

the garden. The service will conclude with the 

solemn stripping of the altar. 

 

Create a sacred space: Have at the ready a 

bowl of water, a towel, and a lit candle. In 

addition, you may choose to have something 

to write with for a time of prayerful reflection. 

 

 

 

Good Friday, April 2nd  
Online: 

This year’s Good Friday service will focus on 

the Stations of the Cross, and will be a 

collaboration between congregations of the 

Genesee Finger Lakes Conference. The 14 

Stations of the Cross will be read from 

various locations of significance around the 

Rochester area, as we physically bring a cross 

into the brokenness of our community and 

world. This service will stream on Twitch/our 

website at 7pm on Friday.  

 

Create a Sacred Space: 

Each station will bring a cross and a candle 

into different part of our community. Bring a 

cross and a candle also to your worship space 

in your home, to remember Christ is there, 

too.  

 

(Good Friday) In-Person Option: 
We will open the sanctuary for a Good Friday 

prayer vigil from noon to 3pm, the hours 

Jesus hung on the cross. There will be no 

liturgy led during this time, but we will 

provide scriptures and prayers for you to use. 

Sign-up is required. Please wear a mask, wash 

your hands, and do not come if you have any 

Covid-19 symptoms. 

 

 
 

 
 

Resurrection of our Lord 
Easter Sunday, April 4th 

 

Online: 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! We will offer 

a joyous online worship opportunity with 

choir, brass, and the Resurrection proclaimed, 

which will stream over Twitch/our website at 

our usual 9:30 time. 

 

In person: 
Join with other Pittsford congregations for a 

sunrise service down by the canal in Schoen 

Place. The service is short, about 30 minutes. 

This is a first come, first served event with no 

sign-up required, but do please exercise all 

the same precautions: mask, keep distance, 

and if you have any symptoms, stay home. 

 

www.StPaulsPittford.org/holy-week-2021
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Ways to Celebrate Easter Season 

at Home: For Parents and 
Grandparents 
 

What are some meaningful ways for your 

family to connect with God and your faith 

during this Easter season? Dawn Rundman, 

Director of Resource Development at 

Sparkhouse (publisher of curricula used in 

children and youth ministry) has some 

suggestions: 

 

Get out the fancy candles. Last March when 

it became clear that my family was going to 

eat a lot more meals together, we decided to 

use the candles we’d been saving for a special 

occasion. (We’re still doing this a year later. 

We still have fancy candles to burn.) Eating 

by candlelight can help your family enjoy 

eating together during the Easter season! Get 

out those candles and light them before saying 

your table prayer. With your gentle guidance, 

even young children can help extinguish 

candles. 

 

Share a morning or evening blessing. Since 

my now-teenage children were infants, I have 

blessed them most evenings before bedtime 

by making the sign of the cross on their 

foreheads while saying their first and middle 

name and then the words, “Child of God.” 

This moment of quiet, physical connection is 

a powerful one to share. This faith practice of 

blessing your child before they go to sleep is 

one to try during the season of Easter when 

we remember that we are baptized children of 

God. 

 

Commit acts of family service by 

supporting your church’s staff. Here’s an 

insider’s perspective: Ministry leaders have 

experienced tremendous challenges and 

heartbreak during the pandemic that they 

cannot share with their church community. 

They have guided families through the loss of 

loved ones, whether to Covid or other causes, 

while reinforcing social distancing and small 

group gathering. They’ve learned new 

technologies in record time, shifted to new 

models of congregational care, addressed 

financial challenges, and rethought ministry 

plans, all while tending to their own home 

lives. Many of these leaders feel weary and 

uncertain. Your family can encourage them, 

whether through prayers, cards, calls, texts, or 

small gifts. Brainstorm some ideas to come up 

with an encouragement plan.  

 

Explore ways your family can grieve 

together. Easter is a festive time of the 

church year as we celebrate the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ. But we journey to the cross 

before we witness the empty tomb. As you 

consider what your family has faced during 

the past 12+ months, take some time to listen 

deeply to each other in response to questions 

like, “What have you lost? What do you feel 

sad about? Whom do you miss?” Modeling 

how to grieve helps your children learn 

important lessons about the full range of 

emotions that we feel. The Bible includes 

many laments, especially in the Psalms. God 

hears these words of sadness and loss. God 

comforts us and is present with us. God 

knows that we are Easter People who still 

struggle and weep and cry out.  

 

~*~ 

 

No matter how you celebrate (or grieve) 

during this Easter seasons, let me say this: 

Families, you have done something amazing. 

You have made it through a difficult year that 

no parenting book, class, website, or expert 

could have predicted. You’ve pivoted, 

canceled plans, reimagined work conditions, 

adjusted childcare, and parented (or 

grandparented) your children through the four 

seasons and are now deep in the second 

spring of the pandemic. We may not be able 

to see the exact time when the new normal 

may arrive, but we are comforted by the 

promises of a resurrected Jesus who offers us 

his peace, now and always.  
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Re-Entry Plans 
Many churches are planning to begin in-

person services again around Holy Week. Out 

of an abundance of caution, we will wait to 

see how this, as well as new variants and 

increased numbers being vaccinated, affects 

our local numbers. As long as things continue 

to move in the right direction, we are looking 

at May 2 as the day we will again offer in-

person services.  
 

There will be two options for this: 
 

9:30 – Attend the live-stream: 

A limited number of people may attend the 

recording of the livestream. Attendance will 

require masks, sign-ups, a check-in at the 

entrance to screen for symptoms, and physical 

distancing once in the sanctuary. Please note: 

Pastor Johanna and Jon will be singing, 

unmasked, at this service. Both will by then 

by fully vaccinated, and though that lessens 

the possibility of transmitting the virus, it 

does not eliminate it. Congregation members 

in attendance will not be permitted to sing 

yet, but may participate in spoken responses. 

Please also be aware that there are parts of the 

service that will be pre-recorded, and there is 

no simple way to share these simultaneously 

with the live congregation, due in part to the 

lag of the stream. Those in attendance will 

need to exit quickly and any fellowship must 

happen outside. Please plan to arrive at least 

5-10 min early to allow for check in, and so 

that we can give any instructions before the 

mics go live. 
 

11:00 – Attend following the live-stream: 

We will hold a shorter, in-person service at 

11am, without singing. Attendance will 

require masks, sign-ups, a check-in at the 

entrance to screen for symptoms, and physical 

distancing once in the sanctuary. There will 

not be congregational singing at this service, 

and it will last about 30 min.  
 

Stay tuned, as everything is subject to change as 

we continue to watch this dynamic virus evolve.  
 

 

Ministry Feature: Eastern 

Service Workers Association 
(ESWA) 

 

During the month of April, we will be 

collecting home cleaning supplies as well as 

masks to help ESWA serve the needs of our 

community. We regularly have collections for 

ESWA, including clothing, back-packs, food, 

and Thanksgiving baskets. But maybe you 

didn’t really know what all ESWA does. In 

short, they are a 100% volunteer-run 

organization involved in charity, grassroots 

organizing, advocacy, education, and 

community building. Here’s your chance to 

learn what this impressive organization has 

done to keep up with 2020’s unique demands, 

and how you can get more involved if you wish. 

 

Eastern Service Workers 

Association’s 2020 Results 
 

While we had to adapt our daily routines in 

order to stay safe and healthy, ESWA did not 

close its doors or alter its hours of operation at 

all throughout 2020, thus remaining a life line 

for thousands of local low-wage workers and 

their families. The following points are some of 

our most notable results for the year. 

 344 new members signed up in 2020 via 

neighborhood canvassing as well as 

walk-ins at Office Central and the 

Benefits Office due to word of mouth 

and postering. (In comparison, 323 new 

members signed up in 2019). 

 1,110 requests filled for emergency food 

and/or hygiene supplies. 

 372 requests filled for PPE. 

 745 requests filled for paper goods 

and/or household cleaners. 

 159 clothing requests filled. 

 2 Dental benefits filled (before March 

2020) including multiple visits per 

patient.  

 8 Optical benefits filled via partnership 

with Lenscrafters.  

 5 housing referral requests filled, thus 

preventing homelessness. 

(Continued on next page.) 
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 4 Medical Education and Information 

Sessions held with an average of 25 

attendees at each 

 11 Legal Advice or Know Your Law 

Sessions held. 

 Weekly Supplemental Food Distribution 

w/ fresh foods benefitting on average 73 

families/wk. 

 Spring Brunch Grab N’ Go benefiting 

47 families (198 people). 

 48 Back-to-School clothing, backpacks 

and school supplies requests filled 

benefiting 175 children. 

 Trunk or Treat & Halloween Grab N’ 

Go benefiting 15 families (72 people). 

 85 Thanksgiving Food Baskets 

Delivered benefiting 480 people.  

 79 Holiday Toy Requests Delivered 

benefitting 303 children.  

 93 Holiday Food Baskets Delivered 

benefitting 527 people. 
 

Another significant gain in 2020 was a partial 

victory in our year-long Utility Fight in which 

we successfully stopped the New York State 

Public Service Commission (PSC) from 

granting RG&E and NYSEG $115 million of 

their requested rate hike for this year. This was 

accomplished through ESWA members and 

volunteers collecting over 2,600 petition 

signatures, getting supporters to send over 100 

letters and make over 100 phone calls to the 

PSC and by mobilizing community delegations 

to testify at 2 public hearings all in order to hold 

the PSC accountable to the most vulnerable in 

Monroe Co, rather than to the major 

shareholders of RG&E/NYSEG’s multinational 

parent company Iberdrola.  
 

None of the above victories would be possible 

without the ongoing support of our allies 

throughout Monroe County such as 

communities of faith, businesses, fraternal 

organizations, volunteer professionals, and 

many others.  ESWA is proud to count St. 

Paul’s Lutheran Church as one of our 

community partners. 

Benjamin Lee,  
ESWA Operations Manager 

ESWA Needs Your Help To Assist Low-

Income Workers Hit Hard By The 

Coronavirus Pandemic! 
 

Eastern Service Workers Association 

(ESWA) is open every day, organizing food 

collections and distributions; advocating for 

those who have lost their jobs and income; 

and keeping in touch with our membership of 

low-income service, temporary and part-time 

workers who are the most vulnerable to public 

health and economic crisis. 

 

ESWA URGENTLY NEEDS: 

 Volunteer drivers to do no-contact food 

deliveries and pick-ups  

 Non-Perishable Food collections (amongst 

your neighbors, friends or associates) 

 Paper products, cleaning supplies, hand 

soaps and hygiene supplies 

 Hand sanitizer and disinfectant wipes and 

sprays 

 Volunteers to join our phone tree to check 

on low-income families 

 Volunteers to advocate for workers who 

are struggling to survive 

 

Since 1976, ESWA has built a free and 

voluntary, unincorporated membership 

association of low-income service workers 

and our families, organizing to change the 

conditions we suffer! ESWA is 100% 

volunteer run and non-government funded.  

 

Call ESWA Today at 585-654-9640 
or drop off donations at ESWA’s office:  234 

Bay St., Rochester, NY 14605. 

You can call ESWA from outside the office 

and a volunteer will come out to accept your 

donations. 

 

You Can Make A Difference! 
 

ESWA endorses the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development including  Goal 

#3 “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-

being for all at all ages.” 


