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Pastor's Page 

 
Planning Ahead

 
Thursday, September 8th 

Dorcas Rachel Women @ 10:45am 
 

Sunday, September 11th 
Annual picnic at Kings Bend Park @ 11am

 
Sunday, September 18th

Rochester Refugee Resettlement Services
Presentation after Worship

 
Wednesday, September 21st 
Quilting for a Cause @ 10am  

 
Saturday, October 1st 

Mortgage payoff celebration @ 3:30pm 
(dinner @ 5:30pm) 

 
The Church Calendar can be found online:

www.stpaulspittsford.org

  It’s back to school time! This year we will be sending both of our kids to public school for
the first time, Grace into 1st grade and Isaac into kindergarten. At this age, we see such
tremendous growth – by the end of the year, my kids will be reading with confidence,
doing basic math problems, and running their own science experiments. They will also
have grown their friend group, and be able to accomplish great feats on the playground.
It’s so fun to watch!

One of the most important things they learn at school is rules, routines, and expectations
(I say, as a mother who has, regrettably, let some of the usual schedule slide in favor of
lazier summer days!). They learn to manage themselves, and how to behave in the
classroom. The discipline they learn in the classroom translates to other areas of their
lives. Thing is, people – at any age - do better when they know what is expected of them,
and know the limits and guidelines that are in place.

That is precisely why God laid down the law when the Israelites were wandering in the
wilderness on the way to finding the Promised Land. The 10 Commandments was a gift, an
act of love to show God’s people, “This is how you should act if you want to live your lives
fully and lovingly.” Truly, if we did all live according to the 10 Commandments, the world
would be a peaceful place. (I urge you to look up Luther’s explanation of these
commandments in the Small Catechism – for it is not just a list of “shall nots” but also a list
of “insteads,” and the “insteads” are the ones that often get us!)

So yes, laws, limits, guidelines – these are good. And yet, sometimes keeping the law is the
less life-giving option. An example I used for when explaining this to my 6-year-old was, if
the rule is you need to stay in line and don’t talk, but someone in line falls and hurts
themselves, it is okay to get out of line to help, and call a teacher. Or, when Jesus saw a
woman who had been bent over for 18 years, he healed her on the sabbath – even though
that meant he was “working on the sabbath.” (Luke 13:10-17) And when he did? The entire
crowd rejoiced at the wonderful things he was doing. 

You see, with Jesus, grace trumps law. That’s not to say we disregard the law – by no
means. Law has its place, to show us the way God wants us to live, to get us outside
ourselves and facing God and the needs of our neighbor. But the law always bows to
mercy, grace, love, and life. Law helps us know how to live better lives, but grace creates
and enables life. Law pushes us to care for each other, but grace catches us when we fall
short of that. Sometimes the law is suspended in order to let grace abound. In the story
from Luke, when Jesus breaks the Sabbath law, healing happens, a sinner gives thanks and
praise, and a crowd rejoices – because that is what happens when grace invites us to both
value the law and also suspend it in the name of mercy, compassion, and love.

Whatever your guidelines and limits are as we begin a new program year and school year, I
pray that they will be in the best interest of life – both yours, and that of the people in
your community and world – and that you will also know profoundly the power of grace. 
            

              In peace,
                                       Pastor Johanna

 

http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/


Mission Milestones
Our council has identified the following “Mission Milestones” as areas of focus in the coming years. 

Below are some suggested steps to achieve them. 
We would love to be in conversation about these! 

Please share your thoughts with a council member.
 

1) Implement a program to grow our children’s faith, service and values, to equip them for a life of faith. 
Involve whole families and multiple generations in their faith formation, helping them to know and trust that the church is a safe and
life-giving place, now and throughout their lives.

 
STRATEGIC STEPS
·Hold seasonal “Family Faith and Fun Nights” instead of traditional Sunday School, which focus on a theme in which the whole
family can engage in multiple ways.
·Hire a Faith Formation Director, combining resources with another area church (St. John’s, Victor). 
·Recognize milestones throughout childhood with more intention (e.g. blessing of seniors, gift of first picture Bible).
·Develop a confirmation mentorship program.

2) Build deeper and more meaningful relationships within the congregation. 
After two years apart, let’s get to know each other again, building friendship, dispelling loneliness and creating space for genuine
connection. 

STRATEGIC STEPS
·Resurrect “Fellowship Friends” program, grouping members randomly for social gatherings they decide within their group.
·Actively invite groups or individuals to host coffee hour, getting us back in the habit of holding weekly fellowship.
·Hold a regular book study or Bible study group, giving people a chance to connect with one another more vulnerably. 

3) Gain an understanding of the particular needs in our surrounding community to establish a more focused social
ministry plan.
How can we effectively serve if we don’t understand the needs? We hope to make connections with community leaders, and build with
them relationships of mutuality.

STRATEGIC STEPS
·Send pairs out into the community (Luke 10:1) to speak with community leaders, with the purpose of discovering what needs we
have in our direct community. Include training for those interested, and predetermine what questions to ask.
·Sponsor a family in need, e.g. a refugee family. Alternatively, get more involved in Family Promise, beyond a monetary
engagement. Determine where there is more energy for the congregation.
·Participate in a “Poverty Simulation” experience, with other area churches, perhaps with other congregations involved in Family
Promise, as well as more broadly.

4) Increase awareness of the ministry of St. Paul’s. 
Communicate within and beyond our congregation using the many tools and platforms available (e.g. social media, showing up in the
community).

STRATEGIC STEPS
·Increase our social media presence, e.g. open and promote an Instagram account, move to the more visible YouTube platform for
livestream.
·Improve outdoor signage with a sandwich board, to promote upcoming events.
·Provide a presence at outdoor markets and fairs, so we are seen outside of our space, and able to make personal connections
with the community.

5) Understand the spiritual needs in our congregation, and develop a plan to meet them.
Create spaces for people to share and grow in their spiritual life, as individuals and as a community of faith.

STRATEGIC STEPS – We have not yet fully developed the steps. What do you think? Here are some ideas…
·Hold small group gatherings in homes with the intention of discussing spirituality in a general sense, to determine what people
are looking for. 
·Hold a women’s Bible study each month of the fall, as a part of Dorcas Rachel gatherings.
·Commit as a congregation to read through the Bible in a year, holding regular Bible studies throughout the year as support. Or,
work through the “Manna and Mercy: A Congregational Guide to a Brief History of God’s Unfolding Promise,” by Daniel Erlander,
an 18-session overview of the Bible.



ELCA Churchwide Assembly Update

           The 2022 Churchwide Assembly of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America met in
Columbus, OH, in August. This meeting, which happens every three years, is the governing body of
the whole ELCA. This year there were many restrictions in place because of COVID-19; all of the
800+ voting members and everyone else in attendance wore masks while in the building, and each
was asked to take a COVID test each morning. In spite of the precautions, Presiding Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton missed the last day of the assembly because she tested positive that morning. 
           One important item on the agenda was the election of a new vice president, the highest
position for a lay person in the church. The assembly made an unexpected choice when they
elected Imran Siddiqui from Atlanta. Siddiqui is of Pakistani heritage and was raised Muslim—
though, as he joked to the assembly, his family was what you might call “Christmas and Easter
Muslims.” He converted to Christianity in his 20s and had previously been vice president of the
Southeastern Synod of the ELCA.
           The most dramatic event of the week was Bp. Eaton’s public apology to a Hispanic
congregation in California whose pastor was removed by the former bishop of that synod under
circumstances which caused much outrage among Hispanic (and other) Lutherans. The situation
was handled very insensitively, and Bp. Eaton’s apology was heartfelt. One action of the assembly
was to direct a study of the rules by which this pastor was removed—rules that have caused
consternation in many other situations as well. 
           Another action was to direct a study of the possibility of drafting and considering a new
constitution for the ELCA. The current constitution was approved in 1987, and many argued that it
is in need to a wholesale revision, not just tinkering with individual amendments. If this proposal
moves forward, the next churchwide assembly in 2025 would call a special convention to vote on
proposed changes.
           Still another resolution called for a number of changes in the ELCA’s 2009 social statement
on human sexuality. Again, a committee will study this request and come back to the 2025
assembly with any recommendations. That assembly is scheduled for August 2025 in Phoenix, AZ. 
           The entire assembly was livestreamed, and anyone interested can watch the debates and
worship services. Go to www.elca.org and click on “Churchwide Assembly” to access the
recordings.

                                                                                   --Pr. Richard Johnson
 

http://www.elca.org/


LAY MINISTRY – SIGN UP TODAY!

We have plenty of ways for lay ministers to
help lead Sunday worship. 

 
Find online sign-ups at www.tinyurl.com/

StPaulsPittsfordSignUp 
 

Sign up early and often!

ST. PAUL’S IS OPEN FOR WORSHIP!
 

Our 9:30am Service of Holy Communion is
in person & live-streamed each week. 

 
SAFETY MEASURES: 

We continue to encourage
vaccination/booster and masks. We also

have two air purifiers continuously running.
 

Date Unique
Viewers

Est.
Viewers

Total 

In
Person
Total

8/7 32 54 58

8/14 23 39 48

8/21 30 51 22

8/28 23 39 49

 Totals 108 183 177

Avg per
Service 27 46 44

Church News & Statistics 
PASTORAL ACTS IN AUGUST  

AUGUST 2, 2022 - BURIAL & 
AUGUST 6, 2022 - FUNERAL 
Shirley Sousa 

AUGUST 7, 2022 - BAPTISM
Madelyn Cadence Meyn 

AUGUST 13, 2022 - WEDDING
Terrance & Kristi Kelley
 

Do not miss out on our weekly emails! To be
added to the list, please email the church office

at stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org. 
 

 

Livestream & In-person Service Attendance Statistics  
“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT”

Using 1.7 as a multiplier 
(most common multiplier used by churches to measure online attendance)

 
August: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CANDLES AVAILABLE! 
We are seeking homes for many leftover, partially burned

candles that have been used for services at St. Paul’s. 
All different types, sizes and colors available! Candles will

be in the main foyer; take as many as you need!
 
 

VASES NEEDED
We are in need of vases 5-9” tall with a base 3-6”. We use

these to deliver Sunday flower arrangements to our
homebound members. If you have some unneeded vases
lying around, bring them over and place them in the bin

labeled “Flower Vase Donation” in the foyer.
 
 
 
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/StPaulsPittsfordSignUp
http://www.tinyurl.com/StPaulsPittsfordSignUp
mailto:stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org


Vacation Bible School

   Mission Project:
 We are raising money for Water for South Sudan, a Rochester-based non-

profit. The kids and their families donated about $500 during VBS! Since then,
many members have contributed, and we are getting closer to being able to

buy a whole well, for $15,000! We are blown away by your generosity.
Donations will be accepted through September, if you’d like to help us reach

our goal. You may use the QR code or click HERE and select
Mission/Benevolence and put Water for South Sudan in the comments. 

Theme: “God loves us, even when we make a
wrong choice.”
Verse: “God’s mercy endures forever!” (Psalm
136, every verse!)
What we learned: Our choices have
consequences (good and bad), and even if we
make a bad choice, like Jonah did, God never
stops loving us.

Theme: God is with us through the storm.
Verse: “With his love, he will calm all your
fears.” (Zephaniah 3:17)
What we learned: Just like Jesus can still a
storm on the water, God can still the storms
in our hearts.

Theme: God delights in you.
Verse: “I praise you because of the wonderful
way you created me.” (Psalm 139:14)
What we learned: In our baptism, God told us
we are beloved, no matter what!

Theme: God helps us do hard things. 
Verse: “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” (Philippians 4:13)
What we learned: When things are hard for
our brains, bodies, or hearts, God helps us! 

We had a wonderful week of VBS based on the
theme of God's Waterways. All families were

provided with a copy of the book A Long Walk to
Water by Linda Sue Park and students learned

about the scarcity of water and the importance
of having access to clean water. 

 
Day 1: Jonah and the Big Fish. 

Day 2: Jesus Stills a Storm

Day 3: Jesus is Baptized.

Day 4: The Big Catch

 
 

https://www.waterforsouthsudan.org/
https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z4K4/home
https://www.amazon.com/Long-Walk-Water-Based-Story/dp/0547577311/ref=sr_1_1?crid=16W8O041R1I12&keywords=a+long+walk+to+water+by+linda+sue+park&qid=1661796190&sprefix=a+long+walk%2Caps%2C141&sr=8-1


  Care Packages are back!
 St. Paul’s will send care packages to college and graduate

students in November and April with goodies to help during the
exam week.

 
 

To receive a care package: 
Please provide name of student with address to their school 

 
To contribute: 

- Donate an item for the care packages 
- Monetary donation 

- Volunteer your time to help package the boxes
 

Please contact Mara Berndt at mberndt49@gmail.com 
or Leisa North at leisanorth@gmail.com for details. 

Upcoming Events  
DORCAS RACHEL WOMEN

Thursday, September 8, 2022
10:45am- Fellowship
11:00am- Bible Study

12:00pm- Meeting 
 

Gather Bible study facilitated by Pr. Johanna
Jesus and nature: Teachers of Faith 

(Session 1- Trees) 
 

 Hostesses: Jean Comstock and Julie Huse
 

Bring your paper good donations for the
Pittsford Food Cupboard! 

Items needed: paper towels, facial tissue,
toilet paper & napkins

 
As always…… all are welcome!

 
Please RSVP to Leisa North by September

1st @ 4pm. leisanorth@gmail.com  
 

Gather Magazine has wonderful articles and
Bible studies. 

Subscribe at gathermagazine.org
New subscribers can get one year (10

issues) of Gather for only $9.95.
 
 

Cotton and Flannel material- washed and ironed
Material by the yard- (nothing less than 1 yard, please). No
material with Religious or American symbols
Crochet yarn
Twin flat sheets or fabric for backing- 64”x 84”

Checks can be made out to Dorcas Rachel Circle. 

Quilting for a Cause 
Wednesday, September 21st at 10am, Dorcas Room  
If you have them: Bring a cutting mat, rotary cutter, ruler,

scissors, your favorite large eye needle.
 

We make quilts for LWR and other local organizations or
individuals in need of a quilt. All are welcome to join the group,

no sewing experience needed. 
 

If you would like to contribute: 
 

Material Donations: 

**There is a collection tote located in the Dorcas Room.**

 Monetary donations:

       Memo line- Quilting for a Cause 
 

If you would like to join or have any questions please contact
Leisa North at leisanorth@gmail.com. 

RSVP on our website or click HERE. 
 

Do you have any historical photos of St. Paul's
(from before/during the building project)? 

If so, drop them off at the church, upload them
at the RSVP link or email them to

stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org. 
 
 

mailto:mberndt49@gmail.com
mailto:leisanorth@gmail.com
mailto:leisanorth@gmail.com
mailto:leisanorth@gmail.com
http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
https://forms.gle/iWU67haALKGnp8448
https://forms.gle/iWU67haALKGnp8448
mailto:stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org


UTDOOR SERVICE
T 28TH @ 11AM

 
NING OUTDOOR SERVICE THIS
 FEATURE SOME OF WHAT WE
S THE WEEK BEFORE. WE AIM
NG COMMUNION, CHILDREN’S
SAGE, AND FUN, PAPERLESS

OWN CHAIR OR A BLANKET TO
THER ON THE LAWN ALONG
INGTON AVE.

 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
Annual Church Picnic

 
September 11th at 11:00am 
Kings Bend Park - North Lodge 
Jefferson Rd, Pittsford 

 
Don’t miss out on worship in the open air followed by good

food, fun, games, and great fellowship.
 

Please bring your own place settings and a dish to pass. Hot
dogs, hamburgers and drinks will be provided.

 
Cost: Family $12.00/Individual $6.00.

 
To volunteer and/or pay, see the lobby. 

To sign up to attend, either visit our website, click HERE, 
or sign up in the lobby. 

 
11am service at the park will not include communion, 

but will be livestreamed.
A short communion service will be held at 9:30 @ St. Paul's

(30 min, no singing).
 

If you have any questions, please 
 contact Mara Berndt at mberndt49@gmail.com.  

 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks
 

Our Blessing of the Backpacks is back! Bring your backpacks to
the picnic on Sept. 11, and we will offer a blessing for all those

returning to school in September. College students and
teachers, you’re welcome, too. If you forget your pack, don’t fret

– you’ll get a blessing anyway.  :) 

Cheese - “bricks” of cheese or
cheese slices
 Juice – large bottles/cans – for
families, rather than juice boxes
 Mayonnaise
 Hot Dogs and Rolls
 Meat
 Spices – Salt/Pepper; others
 Feminine Hygiene Products
 Paper Towels
 Toilet Paper

God’s Work, Our Hands
Sunday, September 11th 

 
This year, we will be collecting items
for Loop Ministries’ food pantry. 

 
You can bring items to our picnic on
September 11th or drop them off at
church beforehand. Please put any
items that need refrigeration in the

refrigerators in the basement. 
 

Items needed: 

 
 
 
 
 

Caregiver Retreat at Camp Whitman
For caregivers of all types 

 
 
 
 

http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4ea5ad2aa4f85-rsvp
mailto:mberndt49@gmail.com
http://www.loopministries.org/


Refugee Services: 
Come and Learn on September 18th

right after worship 
 

With the increase of refugees to our area,
one ministry St. Paul’s is considering

engaging in more fully is refugee services.
On September 18th after worship, Mike

Coniff of Rochester Refugee Resettlement
Services will do a presentation about

current needs and ways to be involved. 
 

Come learn about this important and
timely way to serve our global neighbors. 

 
 

ST. PAUL’S VISION STATEMENT
To spread the Word, build a strong

community, and make the world a better
place.

 
ST. PAUL'S MISSION STATEMENT

St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family. We
are created by God, saved by Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, and inspired by the Holy Spirit.

Through joyous worship and Mission
Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers the word of

God’s Saving Grace.
 
 
 

UTDOOR SERVICE
T 28TH @ 11AM

 
NING OUTDOOR SERVICE THIS
 FEATURE SOME OF WHAT WE
S THE WEEK BEFORE. WE AIM
NG COMMUNION, CHILDREN’S
SAGE, AND FUN, PAPERLESS

OWN CHAIR OR A BLANKET TO
THER ON THE LAWN ALONG
INGTON AVE.

 
 
 

Community Involvement  
Some Ways to Serve the Community

Several of our ministry partners have reached out in need of
volunteers. Consider serving in one of these ways:

 
·Elderberry Express needs volunteer drivers to help
elderly people get to appointments, etc. 
Contact: 585-248-6237 or  elderberryexpress@gmail.com 

·Mothers in Need of Others needs volunteers MWF,
10am-12pm to sort donations of baby items for mothers in
need. Note: children can help here! 
Contact: MothersInNeedOfOthers@gmail.com

·Family Promise is creating a Day Room with a toy and
book lending library. They need paint and painters, moving
and assembling furniture/shelves, and donations. 
Contact: jennifer.canning@urgrad.rochester.edu

Loop Ministries Fundraiser 
Clothes (and More) collection

 
Loop Ministries Urban Food Pantry is having a fundraiser in

conjunction with Savers ThriftStore in Webster. Any donation of
the items below will be delivered by Loop to Savers on Saturday,

October 15th. 
 

Savers will pay $0.20 per pound to Loop for these items. 
 

You can leave items at St. Paul's in the closet just inside the
Washington Street entrance. You may also contact Theo Haynes
as she will gladly pickup items from your home (404-312-6216

or haynes.theo@gmail.com). 
 

Thank you for all your contributions, donations, and support for
Loop's food pantry, now located at the Lutheran Church of the

Incarnate Word for distribution to people in 5 center city zip
codes. 

 
Items being collected: 

Any dry goods, such as Clothes (men, women, children), Hats,
Mittens/Gloves, Scarves, Ties, Shoes, Socks, Purses, Wallets,
Bags, Bed/bath towels, Sheets, Blankets, Pillows, Curtains,

Tablecloths 
 

Please have donations in by Friday, October 14th

Articles for the October issue of the
“Link” must be received by 

9:00am on Monday, September 19th.
Please send them to the church office at

stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org. Please make
submissions in MS Word format. 

mailto:elderberryexpress@gmail.com
mailto:%20elderberryexpress@gmail.com
mailto:MothersInNeedOfOthers@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer.canning@urgrad.rochester.edu
http://www.loopministries.org/
mailto:haynes.theo@gmail.com
mailto:stpauls@stpaulspittsford.org

