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PRELUDE Sonata No. 2, II. Ruhig Bewegt - Paul Hindemith (1895-1963) 

 

 

WELCOME  

 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 

hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you 

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For 

the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so 

that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives 

us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



GATHERING SONG   Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty   #533 

 

 
 
 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



CANTICLE OF PRAISE

 
Continued on next page… 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help 

us to receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

INTRODUCTION TO THE READINGS    Pastor Johanna Rehbaum 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:10-13 

God’s word to Israel’s exiles is as sure and effective as never-failing precipitation. Their return 

to the Holy Land in a new exodus is cheered on by singing mountains and by trees that clap their 

hands. 

 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 

  and do not return there until they have watered the earth, 

 making it bring forth and sprout, 

  giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 

 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

  it shall not return to me empty, 



 but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 

 12For you shall go out in joy, 

  and be led back in peace; 

 the mountains and the hills before you 

  shall burst into song, 

  and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

 13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

  instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

 and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 

  for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

PSALM: Psalm 65:1-13 

 

 

 

    
 

 1You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion; 

  to you shall vows | be fulfilled. 

 2To you, the one | who answers prayer, 

  to you all | flesh shall come. 
 3Our sins are strong- | er than we are, 

  but you blot out | our transgressions. 

 4Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there! 

  They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your temple. R 
 5Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation, 

  O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away. 

 6You make firm the mountains | by your power; 

  you are girded a- | bout with might. 
  



7You still the roaring | of the seas, 

  the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples. 

 8Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs; 

  you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy. R    
    9You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God 

         is | full of water. 

  You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth. 

 10You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges; 

  with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase. 
 11You crown the year | with your goodness, 

  and your paths over- | flow with plenty. 

 12May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing, 

  and the hills be | clothed with joy. 
 13May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves with 

        grain; 

  let them shout for | joy and sing. R 

 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 8:1-11 

There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the 

law was unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now 

empowers proper actions and values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the law of the 

Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. 3For God has done 

what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of 

sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4so that the just requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the 

Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but 

those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind 

on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind 

that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and 

those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

  9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, 

though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit 

of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will 

give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming 

the good news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus 

explains why this good news produces different results in those who hear. 

 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 2Such great crowds gathered 

around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And 

he told them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. 5Other seeds fell on 

rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no 

depth of soil. 6But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they 

withered away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. 8Other 

seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

 

  18“Hear then the parable of the sower. 19When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is 

what was sown on the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 

the word and immediately receives it with joy; 21yet such a person has no root, but endures only 

for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person 

immediately falls away. 22As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the 

word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields 

nothing. 23But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 

in another thirty.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 



REFLECTION (from ELCA.org “Worship in the Home” Resources) 

Having read these readings, think of this:  

First, simply listen to the parable itself (vss. 1-9): the dominion of God is like someone sowing 

seed in a very hard place, a place impossible for growing, full of death. Yet, against all 

expectation, astonishing growth takes place, yielding a great har-vest. That image gives us a way 

to talk about Jesus’ death and resurrection and its meaning for us. We live in a hard place and a 

hard time. And we ourselves are full of death. Jesus shares our death, yet he becomes the source 

and beginning of the great harvest. Because of him, the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from 

the dead comes down on us like rain. We and all the earth are being made to live and sing. Then, 

second, use the explanation (vss. 18-23) to join the parable yourself: by God’s mercy, receive the 

life-giving word as if you were good soil; listen to the word of God, the gospel, and bear a 

harvest of love for your neighbor. The very trees will clap their hands. 

 

SERMON        Pastor Johanna Rehbaum 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   We Plow the Fields and Scatter          #681 

 

 
 

Continued on next page… 



 
 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,  

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

born of the virgin Mary,  

suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

was crucified, died, and was buried;  

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again;  

he ascended into heaven,  

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.  

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins,  

the resurrection of the body,  

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 



OFFERING 

Use this time to make a gift online, or write a check to be mailed in,  

to sustain the ministries of the Church. 

 

 

OFFERTORY MUSIC: Allegretto, Op. 9 No. 4 - Hermann Schroeder (1904-1984) 
 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

Let us pray. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things.  

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts:  

our selves, our time, and our possessions.  

Use us, and what we have given, in feeding the world with your love,  

through the one who gave himself for us,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Response: … Hear us, O God.. Your mercy is great. 

 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Share peace with those around you or online, or write down the name of someone you will text 

or call later to check up on them and spread Christ’s peace to them. 

 

 

 



MOMENTS FOR MISSION 

 

 

BLESSING 

Neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, 

nor things present, nor things to come, 

nor powers, nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

God, the creator, ☩ Jesus, the Christ, 

and the Holy Spirit, the comforter, 

bless you and keep you in eternal love. Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG   On What Has Now Been Sown    #550 

 
 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

POSTLUDE Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty - Paul Manz (1919-2009) 



NOTES ON TODAY'S MUSIC: 

The output of all three composers featured in this week’s service demonstrates Neo-Baroque 

influences, a compositional approach that stems from the early 20th century Orgelbewegung 

(organ reform) movement in Germany. During this time period, a resurgence of interest in the 

styles and sounds of Baroque-era composers and instruments abounded, and many philosophies 

and compositional practices of the Romantic Era of the late 19th century were rejected. The pipe 

organ was praised for its importance as a “utility of worship” in Germany, and less emphasis was 

given to its symphonic and self-expressive (Romantic-era) abilities. 

 

Music of the Orgelbewegung movement (and Neo-Baroque organ repertoire as a whole) utilizes 

Baroque characteristics such as lean, polyphonic textures and often adheres to genres such as 

Preludes & Fugues, Passacaglias, and other dance suite forms like Sarabands and Gigues. The 

harmonic vocabulary of this music, however, is distinctly 20th century, with emphasis on quartal 

and quintal harmony, modality (which is actually a nod to the music of the earliest written 

church music in the 12th and 13th centuries), and the general use of consonance and dissonance 

outside of the realm of traditional tonality. 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.  Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies Annual License # SB135903. 
 

OneLicense Annual License w/Podcasting Renewal, Category B average weekly attendance 26 to 100. A-731251 for Apr 16, 2020 - Apr 15, 2021 
Annual reprint with podcasting | B, 26 to 100 average weekend attendance. 
 

 

 


