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Pastor Page:
I have seen several posts lately on Facebook
about the importance of people coming to
church in person once again, alleging that you
can’t be the Church from your sofa. While I
long to fill our sanctuary once again (we’ve
been running about 40 people each Sunday), I
also recognize this is complicated, and people
have various reasons for not coming back in
person yet, and I want to hold all of those
situations with care!
Lutheran pastor Lydia Posselt rewrote one of the popular posts on this topic to
encapsulate some of the nuance of where we
find ourselves, and some of the opportunities
afforded by this new, hybrid way of being the
Church. I share it here:
As church attendance again becomes
a hot topic in our nation, and online services
have become a vital part of finally including
an under-served people, it is important to
remember why community is important in all
the ways that you and your family are able to
connect.
You may not be able to pack meals
from your sofa if you struggle with a chronic
illness… but you can pray while worship is
streaming. You can be surrounded by your
community of faith if you are unable to get out
of bed that day. You can still experience the
power of God’s presence, even if you aren’t
able to be with everyone together every
Sunday because of illness, the children are
vomiting all over the sofa, your anxiety or
depression are keeping you to your sofa, or
your autistic child is having a hard day and
the sofa is a safe place for them.

November 2021
Christians need community, and
community comes in many forms. We can
contribute letters and cards and Facebook
posts and prayer requests and email
encouragement and tithe from literally
anywhere now. We can serve, sacrifice,
encourage, pray, and do life together both
online and in person. And actually, many of
us have already been doing it for years
already.
As we begin our stewardship
campaign this month, I hope that you will use
it as a time to think not only about what your
financial commitments will be in the coming
year, but also as an opportunity to think about
how you can be an active participate in the
life of the church, in whatever way is possible
for you where you’re at. If you are still
worshiping online, what is a way you can stay
connected to other people in the
congregation? Can you choose a ministry and
pray intentionally for its success? Can you
write uplifting notes to people? Can you make
a meal for someone you know is struggling?
If you are joining us in person, could you sign
up to be a worship leader (lector, usher, altar
guild, etc.)? Could you be an office helper?
Could you deliver food or flowers? Could you
join council or a committee, many of which
are still meeting over Zoom for everyone’s
safety? Could you get involved in faith
formation, either as a teacher or as a
participant in study group? Being the Church
together happens in many ways outside of
worship – I look forward to seeing how God
will move you and us to being the best People
of God that we can be!
Yours in hope,
Pastor Johanna
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From the Church Office

In the November Link

Articles for the December issue of the
“Link” must be received by 12:00 PM. on
Monday, November 15th.
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Pastor’s Page
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From the Church Office
Lay Ministry Sign-up

We will continue to use Sign-up Genius for
Lay Ministry volunteering and other
opportunities, including flower sponsorship.
See: www.tinyurl.com/StPaulsPittsfordSignUp
If you are having trouble accessing any signup page, please email
michelle@stpaulspittsford.org for assistance.
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Service Stats
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Congratulations, Confirmands!
Advent 2021
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Advent Series
Creche Blessing
Mentors Needed
Dorcas Rachel
Quilting for a Cause

I (Michelle) am available online on Mondays,
Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 7 a.m. –
12 p.m. The church foyer is open on
Wednesdays from 10-11 a.m. Once my ability
to drive distances returns, I will be back in the
office for in-person needs
Pastor Johanna is generally available 9am3pm, Monday-Thursday, and always on these
days by appointment. Please email her at
pastorjohanna@stpaulspittsford.org to
connect, or call 585-270-0712.
The Church Calendar can be found online:
www.stpaulspittsford.org

PASTORAL ACTS
First communion for Max Graupman (Sep 5)
Funeral for Gary Lewis (Sep 14)
Funeral for John Heiman (Sep 17)

Page 6
Page 7

Seafarers International
Maggie’s Mittens
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Music at St. Paul’s
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Habitat for Humanity

Lay Ministry – Sign up Today!
With the return of in-person worship, we are
in need of lay ministers every Sunday. Below
is a summary of available positions. Find
online sign-ups at
www.tinyurl.com/StPaulsPittsfordSignUp
Lector – read the day’s appointed scripture
Prayers – read the day’s prayers of
intercession
Usher – help people check in for each
service, count and record attendance, take
offering
Coffee hour – provide, set up, and clean up a
small, outdoor coffee hour.
Communion assistant – hold tray of prefilled cups and say, “blood of Christ, shed for
you.”
Communion set-up and clean up – prepare
the sacrament before and clean up afterward
(training available)
Flower delivery – if flowers are sponsored
and donated, this person delivers them to a
shut-in

Sign up early and often!
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Autumn Months

St. Paul’s is OPEN
for Worship!
We have resumed our usual single service
worship schedule, 9:30 on Sunday. This
service will be livestreamed, and includes
communion. We have resumed wearing
masks in worship.

O God of Creation, you have blessed us
with the changing of the seasons.
As we welcome the autumn months,
may the earlier setting of the sun
remind us to take time to rest.
May the brilliant colors of the leaves
remind us of the wonder of your creation.
May the steam of our breath in the cool
air remind us that it is you who give us
the breath of life.
May the harvest from the fields remind us
of the abundance we have been given and
bounty we are to share with others.

Safety Measures: We continue to require a
sign-in so that we can contact trace, and we
strongly encourage masks. We will continue
opening all the windows as long as weather
allows, and have fans and two air purifiers
continuously running.

Livestream & In-person
Service Attendance Statistics for
October 2021

We praise you for your goodness forever
and ever.

- Author Unknown

Inperson
total
36
35
38
36
-

169

288

145

-

58

36

Unique
Viewers

Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 24
Oct 31 (online only)
Oct totals

May the dying of summer's spirit remind
us of your great promise that death is
temporary and life is eternal.

31
27
33
40
38

Est.
actual
total
53
46
56
68
65

Date

Avg per service

Changed multiplier from 1.8 to 1.7 (this is the
most common multiplier used by churches to
measure online attendance)
Note: We continue to show increases in in-person
attendance. We are still trying to find our rhythm
for recording attendance at our in-person
services. If you are interested in ushering at a
Sunday service, please sign up via the lay ministry
sign-up sheet HERE or on our website
www.stpaulspittsford.org
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Congratulations to
our Confirmands!
Congratulations to the confirmation classes of
2020 and 2021! Though much of their
confirmation experience was disrupted by
Covid, they powered through, attending
classes on Zoom, on the porch, and masked,
to complete their requirements. They are
looking forward – finally! – to standing up to
affirm their baptism on November 21.
Blessings to each one of these incredible
young people!
Ethan Bingemann is full of intelligence and
good humor, frequently ready with a joke. He
often spent class with some puzzle in his
hands, usually trying to beat his latest Rubik’s
cube record. Ethan is also very actively
involved in Scouts.
Zach Canning always has a thoughtful
question to ask about whatever we are
learning, and could always be counted on to
have notes on whatever we were talking about
from a previous class. Zach is also a gifted
musician (trombone), and enjoys mountain
biking and serving his community.
Annie Dodge is an athlete par excellence,
always joining and excelling in another sport.
She was often the first to speak up with her
thoughts on a question, and is quick with a
giggle. Annie especially loves basketball, and
has recently begun sailing.
Ella James is a self-descried “lone wolf,” but
frequently contributed her witty remarks and
questions that she meant to be funny but were
actually very insightful and compelling. She
excelled in class whenever we acted out some
story, stunning the audience with her dramatic
portrayals.
Finn Whitaker could reliably keep us
smiling with his big heart and various antics.
His performance during the lesson on the 10
plagues was particularly memorable, as he
suffered each plague with the Egyptians. Finn
is also a passionate tennis player.

Advent-at-Home Kits
We are creating Advent-at-home kits for
families with children. These kits will include
items such as:






A deck of “Families Celebrate Advent
and Christmas” cards.
Materials to make a tiny Advent
wreath.
Honey sticks to share John the
Baptist’s diet
Coloring pages for the season
And more!

Families may pick up their kits after worship
on November 21. Someone will be there until
noon. If you are unable to get there at that
time, let us know, and we will find another
way to get it to you. Blessed Advent!

Advent Family Event
Dec. 5th, 4:00-6:00 PM
Come, all ages, to “prepare the way of the
Lord” with this fun family event! We will
engage with the blessed season of Advent in
numerous ways. Make your own nativity!
Create a “Reverse Advent Calendar” to
collect things for those in need! Watch a
puppet show of the story, and then do your
own puppet show! Pretend you’re the real, 4th
century bishop, St. Nicolas, and toss a bag of
gold into a shoe! Most of all, reconnect with
people during this blessed season of Advent.
We will begin at 4pm with a whole group
activity and a puppet show, and then families
can spilt off into whatever activities interest
them. This event requires masks, and we will
not eat at the event, but we’ll send you home
with some goodies. 
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Advent Series:
My Heart Shall Sing

(from Barn Geese Worship, licensed under
CC BY-NC 4.0)
The world is always ending somewhere.
It’s always beginning somewhere, too…
sometimes right in the same place.

Creche Blessing
Bring your creches to worship on December 5 and
set them up in the foyer. After worship, we will
bless these cherished parts of our Advent
preparation. If you aren’t yet comfortable coming
in person, you may send in a picture, and we will
use these pictures on the livestream.

This is a truth that thumps like a heartbeat
beneath the rhythms of the Advent season. In
early November, our lectionary readings
begin to speak openly of a world that ends.
The lectionary year itself dies a few weeks
later, only to begin again on the same topic:
endings, and the new beginnings that they
create.
When God’s nature, God’s truth, God’s will
are unveiled, these are the kinds of things
that end: power structures that oppress the
marginalized; social sins that have gone
unchallenged for too long; our untroubled,
everyday existences. And because God has
drawn near, and Divinity is unveiled, our
distance from God ends too.
What do we do in the face of such revelation,
the kind that ends old worlds and begins new
ones all around us, every day, wherever God’s
reign breaks into our lives?
Scripture offers one particular answer again
and again.
My heart shall sing.
Our Advent series this year will take us
through some global music, alongside the
traditional Advent readings about the end –
and the beginning – of the world. We’ll
encounter these themes in our Sunday
worship, and also explore them in our
devotional.
For the devotional: you can sign up to
receive each day’s devotion by email
(recommended, as this version includes
recordings of each week’s featured song!), or
you can pick up a hard copy on November 21
(or any day after), or download your own
copy.

In Search of:
Confirmation/Youth
Mentors
Research shows that the more meaningful
relationships youth have with adults in their
congregation, the more likely they are to stay
connected to a church into adulthood. That is
why one of our confirmation requirements is
for the students to have a mentor: an adult in
the congregation who accompanies them
through the program, prays for them, builds a
relationship with them, and ultimately helps
them with their capstone project and is
present at their confirmation.
We are seeking adults who are willing to
serve in this role for our youth. The plan is to
have a group of people to choose from, and
each year, we will match them with a current
student. We will have more mentors than
students, so you won’t have a mentee every
year. If you would be interested in this
important ministry, please contact Pastor
Johanna: pastorjohanna@stpaulspittsford.org.
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Dorcas Rachel Circle

Quilting for a Cause

Date: Thursday, November 11, 2021

The Women of St. Paul’s have
started up a quilting group. The
purpose of the group is to make
quilts for LWR and other local organization
or individuals in need of a quilt. Our goal is
to complete 5 quilts on 2021!

Time: 9:45am-Fellowship
10:00am- Meeting
10:20am-Program/Bible Study
Place: St. Paul’s Lutheran ChurchDorcas Rm.
Program: Gather Magazine Bible Study
facilitated by Pastor Johanna
The Gift of the Spirit by Rev. Sarah
Olson-Smith
Session 3: Wind of God: Refiner and
Rerouter
Hostesses: Mara Berndt and Leisa
North
Bring your paper good donations for
the Pittsford Food Cupboard!
Items needed: paper towels, facial
tissues, toilet paper and napkins

As always…… all are welcome!
Please RSVP to Leisa North via email
or phone
By: Monday, November 7th by 4pm.
leisanorth@gmail.com

All are welcome to join the group, no
sewing experience needed. At this point the
group will be meeting monthly during the
day, but if we have enough interest an
evening group could be easily started.
If you would be interested in joining our
group please contact Leisa North.
If you would like to contribute in other
ways, here’s how you can:
Material Donations:
 Cotton and Flannel materialwashed and ironed
 Material by the yard- (nothing less
than 1 yard, please) No material
with Religious or American symbols
 Crochet yarn
 Twin flat sheets or fabric for
backing- 64”x 84”
Monetary donations – Checks can be
made out to Dorcas Rachel Circle
Memo line- Quilting for a Cause
**There will be a collection tote located
in the Dorcas Room.**
If you have any questions please contact
Leisa North at leisanorth@gmail.com
Our next quilting gathering will be
Wednesday, November 17th at 10 AM in
the Dorcas Room.
If you have them: Bring a cutting mat,
rotary cutter, ruler, scissors, your
favorite large eye needle.
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Seafarers International
House

Maggie’s Kids Hat and
Mitten Collection

Seafarers International House is a social
agency of the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America and a ministry partner of the
ELCA synods of Metro New York, New
Jersey, New England, Upstate New York,
Northeastern Pennsylvania, Southeastern
Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna(PA) and
Delaware-Maryland.

The Dorcas Rachel Circle
invites all to bring in hats,
mittens, gloves, and scarves
to hang on our “Maggie’s
Kids” Christmas Tree located
in the church foyer. Maggie’s
Kids collection will start on
Sunday, December 5th, and
will continue through January
9th.

While its roots are decidedly Lutheran,
Seafarers International House’s mission
clientele are multi-national and multi-faith.
We offer pastoral care, hospitality, social
assistance, advocacy, and prayer to all
seafarers and immigrants without
trepidation.
Women of the ELCA are knitting hats for
Seafarers and sending them to the
Seafarer’s International House to be
distributed ALL YEAR LONG!
Most of the recipients are men so darker
colors are appreciated. The preferred yarn
is Red Heart Super Saver or any worsted
weight yarn- NOT WOOL.
There is a collection box in the Fellowship
Hall, you can also find pattern directions
attached to the box!
If you have any questions please see Leisa
North.
Thanks!

Monetary donations are also
welcomed. Please write
“DRC- Maggie’s Kids” on the
memo line.
If you have a donation but
can’t get it to the church,
please give me a call/email
and I’ll be happy to pick it up!
Thank you,
Leisa North
leisanorth@gmail.com
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The Choir Trial Period:
Now that our Choir is back in person, have
you thought about joining our choir but
aren’t sure if it’s for you or if you have the
time? (Spoiler alert: choir is for everyone,
and we can always work with your
schedule!)
The time between the Wednesday
after All-Saints Sunday and Christmas
Eve is a perfect time to test the proverbial
“choral waters”! For the short few weeks
from mid-November through December,
you are invited to our weekly Wednesday
rehearsals (7:30-9:00pm), lead
congregational song with us on Sunday
mornings, and make music with us on
Christmas Eve. After Christmas Eve, you
are encouraged to assess your experience
with our choir, and decide whether or not
you would like to continue with us in the
New Year.
This “Choir Trial Period” is a non-committal
opportunity. If you decide not to continue
singing with us after Christmas, we will be
so glad that you gave it a try and there will
be no hard feelings. If you want to stick
with it, we will be overjoyed to have you
sing with us!
To kickoff this Choir Trial
Period, Wednesday, November 10th is
“Bring-a-Friend-to-Choir-Day”! The
current choir members are encouraged to
bring someone new to rehearsal this day so if you decide to attend, you will not be
the only new person! And there will be
refreshments!


What if I can’t make every
Wednesday rehearsal or Sunday
worship? We all have lives to live
outside of Choir! While regular
rehearsal is important to building
the foundation of our choir’s sound
and community, schedules can
certainly be accommodated. Feel
free to have a conversation with Jon,
our Minister of Music, about your
individual scheduling needs!



What if I can’t read music? The
leadership of our outstanding Choral
Scholars will help you decipher what
is on the page! Musical literacy can
be developed through your
experience in our ensemble.



Why should I join choir? In
addition to Choir’s numerous social
and communal benefits, the Choir’s
role in worship provides the
foundation of our congregation’s
song. Our singing aims to further
magnify the reverence of the Word
each Sunday, and provide a more
profound worship experience for all
who gather.

We hope you will consider joining us! Please
contact Jon Madden with any questions
at jmadden@stpaulspittsford.org

2021 Wreath Sale
Decorate your home for the holidays while making a
positive impact on a young church musician! We are
partnering with Partyka Farms this year for our holiday
wreath sale! Proceeds will go towards funding our
Junior Choral Scholars program. This program extends
our music ministry to high school students from
families with low incomes by providing them free
music lessons (taught by our Choral Scholars and
Minister of Music) in exchange for their time and
talents as a member of our adult choir.
Please bring cash or check on Sunday mornings to
place your order. Orders must be placed by Sunday,
November 14th. You can also email our Minister of
Music, Jon Madden (jmadden@stpaulspittsford.org),
with your order request.
Pricing:
 Decorated Wreath: $27
 Wreath with bow: $21
 Plain Wreath: $17
 Poinsettias: $12
comes in a decorative foil pot. Available in red,
pink, and white.
 Red Cyclamen: $14
comes in a decorative foil pot
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PIES! NEW BAKERY! NEW
FLAVORS!
Time for our Annual “HIP” Pie Sale to
support our 2023 Habitat for Humanity
House Build!
We are delighted to bring to you a new bakery, Special Touch Bakery, which is a non-profit
supporting Holy Childhood.
All pies are $18.00 each.
All pies will arrive frozen. The Apple Crumb and Rumbleberry will be unbaked with instructions for
baking. The Pumpkin, Pecan and Chocolate Cream will be ready to thaw and serve. O
rders may be placed with Britta in the church office during the week or with Dianne Brown on
Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall Oct. 24, 31 and Nov. 5.
All orders must be pre-paid and received by either Britta or Dianne no later than Monday, Nov. 6.
No late orders can be accepted. Please make any checks out to “First Presbyterian Church” and
note “Pies”.
Pies are due to be delivered to the church at noon on Tuesday, Nov. 23. We will then need to sort
them for each group in our HIP Coalition. The pies should be ready for pickup at the Locust St.
entrance at about 12:45 until 2PM. The short pickup time is due to the fact that the pies are
frozen. Please bear with us if there is a delay.
We are so pleased that we will be supporting a non-profit (Special Touch Bakery) which supports a
non-profit (Holy Childhood). And in return we (HIP Coalition) are a non-profit raising money for a
non-profit (Habitat for Humanity)! What a great WIN WIN endeavor!
Thank you for your support and HAPPY HOLIDAYS!
P.S. “HIP” stands for Habitat Interfaith Partnership and the members of this coalition are as
follows: First Presbyterian Church, St. Louis Catholic Church, The United Church of Pittsford, St.
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Pittsford Rotary Club, Temple Sinai, and the Islamic Center. We all work
together to raise money and to help build a house with Flower City Habitat for Humanity
approximately every 3 years.
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