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The 

 Link   
  

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church February 2021
 

Pastor Page: Lent in a Pandemic 
 

 When we hunkered down and went online, 

we left the hymn board as it was set, on the 3rd 

Sunday in Lent. As time went on, we decided to 

leave it as a sort of time capsule, to remember how 

long we’d been at this. Like many of you, I’m sure, 

I didn’t think we would meet and pass another 3rd 

Sunday of Lent doing online worship. Yet here we 

are, beginning Lent again this month, with no 

immediate plans to return to the sanctuary. The idea 

of fasting, praying and giving (the traditional 

Lenten disciplines) when we’ve lost so much 

already, pray our hearts out, and have nothing left to 

give sounds utterly unappealing. The thought of 

remembering our mortality by smearing ashes on 

our heads seems unnecessary when death is all 

around us.  

 On the other hand, perhaps these rituals and 

practices are even more important this year. We 

don’t need to give up more, but perhaps we do need 

to be more intentional about letting go of things that 

have crept into our lives and hearts in place of all 

we have lost. We don’t need to ask God more times 

a day for health and safety, but maybe we do need 

to ask less and listen more to God’s response. We 

may have nothing left to give, but maybe the act of 

faithful giving will open our hearts and put us in a 

posture to receive more from God.  

And no, we don’t need to remember that 

we’re all going to die, that we will “return to dust,” 

but we do need to remember that death is not the 

end of our story. 

 You see, beloveds, the story and traditions 

of Lent still have much to offer us this year, and  

 

 

 

 

 

maybe even more than in a typical year. And so I 

hope you will engage, even if you never have 

before, in our various Lenten offerings, outlined in 

this newsletter. Here’s an overview: 
 

 Midweek Series: This year, since we are all 

online anyway, the Genesee Finger Lakes 

Conference is collaborating on a Lenten 

series called “Created for Community.” 

Details outlined below, but in short: we will 

hold a short prayer service over Zoom each 

Wednesday at 7, followed by an opportunity 

to deepen community either through 

conversation or learning about a new way of 

praying. 

 Devotional: A devotional written by our 

members will be available, either as a hard 

copy or as a daily email (or both!). The 

emailed version will include more media, 

such as art and hymns recorded by Jon. The 

devotional is organized around our midweek 

theme, with different (thematic) practices to 

try each week.  

 Holden Evening Prayer: This evening 

prayer liturgy, though unfamiliar to many at 

St. Paul’s, is a Lenten staple for many 

congregations. This year, a different 

congregation in our conference will record 

the liturgy each week, which you can then 

use throughout the week on demand. (We’re 

providing the first week!) 
 

Take a deep breath, beloved in Christ, and 

enter into this time with your siblings in 

Christ. Let us hear once again, and in new ways, the 

gifts and promises of this season. See you there! 
   

In Christ, 

  Pastor Johanna 
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SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT” 

 

 

 

In December we averaged 468 unique devices for 

our streamed Sunday worship services (for the full 

month, both during and after services). That 

averages to about 117 unique viewings per Sunday 

service. Multiplying this by 1.8 gives a sense of our 

weekly attendance (to account for more usually 

more than one person watching per device). 

 

January attendance numbers will be published in 

the February 2021 Link. 

 
 

 
 

 PASTORAL ACTS 
 

No pastoral acts for January 2021 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Vision 

To spread the Word, build a strong 

community, and make the world a 

better place. 

 

Our Mission Statement 

St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian 

family. We are created by God, saved 

by Jesus Christ, God’s Son, and 

inspired by the Holy Spirit.  

Through joyous worship and Mission 

Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers the 

word of God’s Saving Grace. 
 

 

In the February Link 
 

Page 1  From the Pastor Page 
 
Page 2  Church statistics 
  Table of contents 
  Church office 
 

Page 3  Council summary notes 
  Annual Meeting 
 
Page 4  Lenten Devotional 
  Ash Wednesday 
  Faith on First 

 

Page 5  Created for Community 
  Holden Village 
   

Page 6  Dorcas Rachel Circle 
  Seafarers 
     
 
 

 The February Church Calendar can be found 
online: www.stpaulspittsford.org 
 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Church 

Office 
 

Articles for the March issue of the 

“Link” must be received by 9:00 a.m. on 

Monday, February 15th.  
 

We will continue to use Sign-up Genius 

for Lay Ministry volunteering and other 

opportunities into 2021. If you are having trouble 

accessing the sign-up page, please email 

michelle@stpaulspittsford.org for assistance.  

 

 

 
 

http://www.stpaulspittsford.org/
mailto:michelle@stpaulspittsford.org
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St. Paul’s Congregation 

Council Meeting 
 

Church Council met on January 19, 2021 

 

Annual Meeting: Council focused on preparations 

for the annual meeting, reviewing the annual report 

and adopting a budget proposal to present to the 

congregation for approval. Given all that 2020 has 

brought, we are grateful for the continued high level 

of congregational activity and St. Paul's strong 

financial position. 

 

Council Membership: This was the final council 

meeting for two Council members, Kiki Coffey and 

Anne Olivia Cincotta. We will miss them and are 

thankful for their service to St. Paul's! We look 

forward to welcoming new council members in 

February.  

 

Continuing their service on Council are Patty Cain, 

Jamie Foster, Jeff Haynes, Mark Mette, Jen Olivo, 

Mike Serve, Marcia Sheldon and Sue Wyatt. 

 

2021 Upstate Synod Assembly: The 2021 

Assembly and Bishop's Election will take place 

June 3-5. Council voted to extend an invitation to 

the Synod to use St. Paul's as a staging area for the 

group that will facilitate the production of the online 

event. We are pleased to support the work of the 

Upstate Synod in this way. 

 

The next Council meeting will be Tuesday, 

February 19th at 7:00pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted by  

Jamie Foster, Council President 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Paul’s Annual 

Congregational Meeting 
 

Sunday, January 31st  

After 9:30 am service 
 

What to Expect at the Annual Meeting 
 

This year’s annual meeting will take place over 

Zoom following worship on January 31st. Watch 

your email the week before for a link to the 

meeting. We will: 

 

Vote on our 2021 Budget 

 With very few commitment cards returned, 

and an economically challenging year, we 

have done our best to faithfully guess how 

our financial resources will best be used. 

 

Thank some outgoing council members 

 Kristen (Kiki) Coffey 

 Anne Olivia Cincotta (youth rep) 

 

Vote in some new council members. These are the 

people/positions standing for election: 

 Sue Wyatt and Jen Olivo have agreed to 

stand as President & Vice-President, 

respectively, if voted onto the Congregation 

Council. Thank you! 

 Youth representative (one-year term) 

 1-2 additional positions 

 

Vote for/confirm our 2021 Synod Assembly 

delegates. The Bishop election has been moved to 

this year and will require active involvement of our 

delegates early on. Such an exciting time! 

 

Please plan to join us for this meeting. We need at 

least 20 people to sign in for a quorum. We’ll try to 

keep it short!  
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Lenten Devotional: 
Physical OR Digital 

 
This year’s Lenten devotional, which will complement 

our “Created for Community” theme, will be available 

to you in three different forms: 

 

 Daily email (recommended!) – New this 

year, we will offer this as a daily email. 

Michelle has created a form you can fill out to 

receive the day’s devotion each morning in 

your inbox. Benefits of this option: 

o “Musical Mondays” include a 

thematic hymn each week. The 

physical and digital options will 

include the text only. The emailed 

version will include a recording of the 

hymn by Jonathan Madden. 

o Art – occasionally we include art. The 

emailed version will include this. 

o You’ll get a daily reminder to read it! 

 

 Hard copy – like usual. You can pick this up 

at the church the week before during our open 

hours, or call ahead to see if we are here. 

 

 Digital copy – we will email out the whole 

devotional as a digital file. 

 

This year’s devotional follows this pattern: 

 

 Sundays – includes some practices to help 

you focus and engage in the weekly focus. 

 

 Musical Mondays – a thematic hymn, 

performed by Jon Madden (email version 

only) 

 

 Wednesdays – evening prayer liturgy. You 

can use this as a guide to participate in our 

conference-wide service held each Wednesday 

night, or can also use this liturgy on your own 

or with your family. Includes 

journaling/conversation and prayer prompts. 

 

 Saturdays – a thematic hands-on activity to 

get you ready for the next day’s readings. 

 

 Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays – 

devotions written by members. 

What Will Ash Wednesday 
Look Like? 

 

This is the question clergy have been asking each 

other since the day after Epiphany. How do we pull 

of a ritual that involves doing everything we’re not 

supposed to do: gather, get close to each other, 

touch someone else’s face? Even outdoors and 

briefly, these things are not safe with Covid 

numbers as high as they are, especially since Pastor 

will be unable to wash hands between each person. 

After much consideration, we have decided not to 

do the traditional Imposition of Ashes. This is in 

fact an optional rite, and there are many other, safer 

ways to embrace the message and gifts of this ritual. 
 

Instead, we will engage with the power of this day 

in different, and we hope meaningful, ways. As 

usual, we will hold a service at noon and one at 

7pm, both streamed over Twitch or our website, and 

available to view thereafter. This year is different, 

and rather than try to make it look the same, we are 

following the Spirit to discern how we can 

encounter Christ in new ways. 
 

Things you will need for your at-home Ash 

Wednesday service: 

 A bowl of dirt – from your garden, a park, a 

house plant, or a bag, it doesn’t matter! 

 A bowl of water 

 A candle to light, and a way to light it 

 A small piece of paper and writing utensil  

 

Faith on First: February 7th   
 

This lectionary year (“Year B”) we will be hearing 
from the Gospel of Mark (with a bit of John thrown 
in here and there). Join us on February for Faith on 
First, and learn some of what makes Mark’s 
Gospel unique, some of his writing techniques, and 
why his is some people’s favorite Gospel. Then, 
watch for these things in the Sunday readings, and 
get more out of them! 
 
As usual, the kids will break off into their own 
room, and adults will have their own study. 
 
March 7 will be the date of our March gathering, 
and it will be something complementary with our 
Lenten theme. 
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Created for Community:  
Lenten Series 
A joint project of the  

Genesee Finger Lakes Conference 
 

Though many of us have been apart for a full year 

now, still we know we are one community in 

Christ, disciples who grow and pray together. 

This year for Lent, we will live out that 

community connection in a bigger way, by 

joining together as a conference over Zoom for a 

midweek Lenten series. 
 

Drawing from the Sunday lectionary and stories 

from Mark’s Gospel, we will reflect together on 

the various ways we are called to be community: 

with creation, with the saints, with our neighbor, 

with those on the margins, and with Christ. Each 

Wednesday at 7pm, we will join in worship 

together around a different theme, led by pastors 

across the conference. At 7:30, we will offer an 

opportunity for those who wish to grow deeper in 

community, either through conversation around 

the day’s text, or through exploring a prayer 

practice that expands upon the week’s theme.  

 

Watch your email for a link to attend these 

services on Zoom. 
 

 

Schedule for Wednesdays  
during Lent 

 

February 24: In Community with Creation 

Led by: Pr. Aileen Robbins, Pr. Johanna Rehbaum, 

Sem. Lisa Frauens 

Prayer practice: Praying in Color 

 

March 3: In Community with the Saints 

Led by: Pr. Amy Walter-Peterson, Pr. Debbie 

Johnson, Pr. Andrew Gookin 

Prayer practice: Praying the Psalms 

 

March 10: In Community with Our Neighbor 

Led by: Pr. Eric Madsen, Pr. Korey Finstad, Pr 

.Steve Meyer 

Prayer practice: Meditative Virtual Prayer Walk 

 

March 17: In Community with Those on the 

Margins 

Led by: Pr. Imani Olear, Pr. Gail Swanson, Pr. 

Craig Swanson 

Prayer practice: Prayer through (Chair) Yoga 

 

March 24: In Community with Christ 
Led by Pr. Matthew Nickoloff, Pr. Lori Nickoloff, 

Pr. Jonathan Deibler 

Prayer practice: Praying the Examen 

 

 

 

 

 

Holden Evening Prayer 
A Joint Project of the GFL Conference 

“Let my prayer rise up like incense before you…” 

 

Worship and pray with Lutherans around the Genesee Finger Lakes Conference with this beloved 

liturgy from Holden Village. Each week, a different congregation will lead the liturgy, which will 

be made available to you [by email, Facebook, on YouTube, etc.] for you to use throughout the 

week. May the God of mercy, who holds us in love, also hold us together as one Church in prayer 

during this Lent. 

 

(Note: If you are not familiar with this liturgy, definitely check it out – it is a real gem!) 
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Dorcas Rachel 

Circle 
We will not have our monthly meeting in 

February.  

 

Thank you for your contributions to Maggie’s 

Kids during Advent. We collected 18 

mitten/gloves and 13 hats. I’m sure Maggie 

will be so thankful for our contributions.  

 

Special Thanks: The School Kits that we 

collected items for during Lent last year were 

finally delivered to the Lutheran World Relief 

in September. The delivery of the kits were 

delayed because of the Covid pandemic. We 

were able to reach our goal of 24 kits all 

because of your generous contributions- 

THANK YOU! 
 

Every year the Dorcas Rachel Circle 

organizes a service project. This year we have 

decided to support the Willow Domestic 

Violence Center in Rochester. The members 

of the circle would like to open this 

opportunity to the congregation to help us 

support Willow.   
 

We will be collecting personal care items 

during each week of Lent, starting on Ash 

Wednesday, February 17th through 

Sunday, March 28th.  There will be a 

collection bin in the church lobby and on the 

white bench outside the church. You may 

drop off your items at your convenience.  

 

We will be collecting the items below:  
 

Week of 2/21: Shampoo and Conditioner 

Week of 2/28: Body Wash/ Toothbrushes and 

Toothpaste 

Week of 3/7: Feminine Hygiene products 

Week of 3/14: Hand Sanitizer and Black 

Haircare Products 

Week of 3/21: Razors 

Week of 3/28: Deodorant 
 

**Items can be dropped off at any time, this is 

just a simple guide :0) ** 

 

NOTES:______________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

_____________________________________ 

 

Seafarers International House 
 

Seafarers International House is a social agency 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
and a ministry partner of the ELCA synods of 
Metro New York, New Jersey, New England, 

Upstate New York, Northeastern Pennsylvania, 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, Upper 

Susquehanna(PA) and Delaware-Maryland.  
 

While its roots are decidedly Lutheran, Seafarers 
International House’s mission clientele are multi-
national and multi-faith. We offer pastoral care, 

hospitality, social assistance, advocacy, and 
prayer to all seafarers and immigrants without 

trepidation.  
 

Women of the ELCA are knitting hats for Seafarers 
and sending them to the Seafarer’s International 

House to be distributed ALL YEAR LONG! 
 

Most of the recipients are men so darker colors 
are appreciated. The preferred yarn is Red Heart 

Super Saver or any worsted weight yarn 
- NOT WOOL. 

 
There is a collection box in the lobby, you can also 

find pattern directions attached to the box! 
 

If you have any questions please see  
Leisa North. Thanks! 

 


