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The 

 Link  
 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church December 2021
 

Pastor Page:  
Where do you find joy? 
 

Blessed Advent! 

Recently, my spiritual director and I 

were talking about joy. We talked about how 

joy feels in the body, compared to how not-joy 

feels. We talked about the difference between 

happiness (something one seeks to achieve) and 

joy (a state of being, that may even be found in 

the midst of sadness). This is a frequent topic 

for me in spiritual direction. I am so often 

bound and wound up by the challenges and 

burdens of life that I can’t always let loose and 

find the unbound feeling of wholeness and joy. 

This particular time, my spiritual director 

looked me in the eye and said, “That joy, that 

sense of wholeness, is your natural state. It is 

God’s intention for you. Follow the joy.” 

 Boy, did I need to hear this. I have often 

taken the role, in my family and various 

communities, of the get-‘er-done person, the 

list-maker, the manager. And though this sense 

of accomplishment makes me feel good (even 

“happy”), I wouldn’t say it brings me joy. So, 

what does, in the end, bring me joy? Where do I 

find that sense of wholeness? 

 Where do you find that sense of 

wholeness and joy? Not just happiness, which 

can be so fleeting and circumstantial – but real, 

deep in your bones joy? And, what is keeping 

you from finding and embracing that joy?  

 During a season characterized by joy, it 

can, ironically, be all the more difficult to find 

it, what with all the rush and engagements and 

responsibilities – many of them fun, but even 

fun can at times be draining on the soul! Add 

any additional stressor in your life (a sick 

family member, financial stress, broken 

relationships), and it becomes even harder. So, 

what are you doing during this season that 

allows you still to live into the joy that is “your 

natural state,” and “God’s intention for you”? 

 For me, singing does this, especially 

singing with a congregation (now I can sing the 

alto line in hymns!). Cuddles with my kids. 

Finding a bit of scripture that really speaks to 

my wounded heart. But this year I have found 

joy in an unexpected place: a new dress. Not 

just any dress; this dress has set me on the path 

of the “100 Day Dress Challenge” – it’s a dress 

that is so versatile, breathable, natural, that it 

can indeed be worn 100 days in a row, and with 

such variety that no one would be the wiser. It 

is the garment I have unknowingly always 

wanted, and here’s why: with all the decisions 

to be made during this season, getting dressed is 

no longer one of mine. Every day, I just put on 

the dress and some leggings and some boots. 

Maybe I add a belt, jacket, or pretty scarf. And 

done. I feel put together and comfortable. If I 

want to get creative, there is room for that, but it 

isn’t necessary. One week in, several people 

have said, “You look nice!” which always gives 

me some pep in my step, but it isn’t what really 

matters. What matters is that I have released one 

of the things that keeps me from joy, the burden 

of one decision each day. Instead, I’ve put some 

of that energy into other things that bring me 

joy, like reading a new devotional, preparing for 

a lovely Advent and Christmas season at St. 

Paul’s, and finding ways to move my body. I 

would not have thought of a basic black dress to 

be as effective as bringing me joy during 

Advent, but God can be found in unexpected 

places, am I right?? 

 I pray that you will find joy this season 

in new and unexpected places, too. This is your 

natural state. It is God’s intention for you. 

Follow the joy. 

     

  Yours in hope and joy,  

  Pastor Johanna 
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From the Church Office 

Articles for the January issue of the “Link” 

must be received by 12:00 PM. on 

Wednesday, December 15th.  

We are beginning preparations for our 

Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

January 30th to take place after the 9:30 A.M. 

service. Please mark your calendars to 

attend. Active membership from 2019 will be 

carried over to this year’s meeting due to the 

impact of Covid-19 on members ability to 

attend service each week. All new members 

received during this time will also be included 

in the active membership roles.  
 

We will continue to use Sign-up Genius for 

Lay Ministry volunteering and other 

opportunities, including flower sponsorship.  

See: www.tinyurl.com/StPaulsPittsfordSignUp  

If you are having trouble accessing any sign-

up page, please email 

michelle@stpaulspittsford.org for assistance.  
 

 

Tim Carder, our Church Sexton, would like to 

extend a special thank you to the Boy Scouts 

for their help with leaf clean-up this year. 

Thank you to Troop 167! 

 

Thank you also to Barb Serve for your 

assistance in keeping the church grounds 

looking lovely.  

 

I (Michelle) am back in the office Mondays, 

Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays, 7 a.m. – 

12 p.m. The church foyer is open on 

Wednesdays from 10-11 a.m. Thank you so 

much for your prayers and support for my 

family over the last several weeks. Your 

kindness and care were greatly appreciated 

and your prayers aided in our healing. 
 

Pastor Johanna is usually available 9am-3pm, 

Monday-Thursday, and always on these days 

by appointment. Please email her at 

pastorjohanna@stpaulspittsford.org to 

connect, or call 585-270-0712.  

 

 

 

 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

 

Confirmation (Nov 21)  

Ethan Bingemann 

Zachary Canning 

Annie Dodge 

Ella James 

Finn Whitaker 

 

 

Lay Ministry – Sign up Today! 
 

With the return of in-person worship, we are 

in need of lay ministers every Sunday. Find 

online sign-ups at  
 

Sign up early and often! 
 

The Church Calendar can be 

found online: www.stpaulspittsford.org 
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St. Paul’s is OPEN 
for Worship! 

 

We have resumed our usual single service 

worship schedule, 9:30 on Sunday. This 

service will be livestreamed, and includes 

communion. We have resumed wearing 

masks in worship. Like the rest of the world, 

we are watching the Omicron variant and will 

adjust as necessary. 

 

Safety Measures: We continue to require a 

sign-in so that we can contact trace, and we 

strongly encourage masks. We also have two 

air purifiers continuously running. 

 

 

 

Livestream & In-person  

Service Attendance Statistics for  

November 2021 
 

 
Changed multiplier from 1.8 to 1.7 (this is the 

most common multiplier used by churches to 

measure online attendance) 

 

Note: We continue to show increases in in-person 

attendance. We are still trying to find our rhythm 

for recording attendance at our in-person 

services. If you are interested in ushering at a 

Sunday service, please sign up via the lay ministry 

sign-up sheet HERE or on our website 

www.stpaulspittsford.org 

 

 

 

Church Council Updates 
 

The Council met on October 12th. Mostly, we 

discussed the upcoming Stewardship 

campaign, and how it could be tied into the 

priorities we identified:  
 

• Children & Youth 

• Social Ministry 

• Welcoming Community 
 

Pastor Johanna volunteered to organize 

recordings that could be added to the worship 

service during Moments for Mission. She will 

present one, and invite Holley Haynes and Jen 

Canning to present the others.  
 

Other updates: 

• Jori Cincotta has stepped down as 

LYO Coordinator. Thank you, Jori, 

for your service to the youth of St. 

Paul’s! As we look for another person 

to take on that role, we’ll be 

expanding that role to include Faith 

Formation for all ages. Stay tuned!  

• Jon Madden is looking for choir 

members and has started a “Bring a 

Friend to Choir” campaign for the pre-

Advent and Advent seasons.  

• The Finance Committee is re-forming. 

Kiki Coffey has joined – thank you, 

Kiki! If you would like to help 

manage the financial resources of St. 

Paul’s, please consider becoming a 

part of this important committee. 

Financial/accounting experience is 

welcomed, but not required. Contact 

Mike Serve (michael.serve@rit.edu) 

or Laurie Zaucha 

(lauriezaucha@yahoo.com) if you’re 

interested.  
 

The Council met most recently on November 

16th. We discussed the ongoing Stewardship 

campaign, and how it ties into the priorities of 

Children & Youth, Social Ministry, the 

Music/Choral Scholars program, and being a 

Welcoming Community. Videos were created 

for all of these to run concurrently with the in-

person presentations on Sunday mornings.  

Date 
Unique 
Viewers 

Est. 
actual 
total 

In-
person 

total 

Nov 7 39 66 28 

Nov 14  26 44 56 

Nov 21 36 61 73 

Nov 28 35 60 36 

    

Nov totals  136 231 193 

    

Avg per service - 58 48 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f4ea5ad2aa4f85-september1
mailto:michael.serve@rit.edu
mailto:lauriezaucha@yahoo.com
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Other (Council) updates: 

• Computer equipment will be 

purchased, along with updated 

Microsoft Office software for the 

staff. This will replace the (c. 2013?) 

desktop computer Michelle has used 

since she started with a laptop that will 

also allow her to work from home as 

needed. The foyer computer will also 

be replaced, and a computer dedicated 

to run the livestream will be 

purchased.  

• The 2022 budget process is 

underway, with discussion to occur at 

the December meeting, and approval 

in January before the Annual 

Congregational Meeting.  

• Pastor Johanna mentioned that some 

families reported they would attend in-

person worship if there were a 

nursery attendant. That budget line 

will be restored for 2022, and we can 

search for someone to fill that role. In 

the short term, we might be able to 

hire a college-age congregation 

member who is home in December-

January.  

• Recent health issues with Pastor 

Johanna and Michelle highlighted the 

need to have some back-up support in 

the office for things like printing 

bulletins and sending out mailings. 

Several volunteers will be approached 

and asked if they’d be willing to fill in 

from time to time.  
 

 

The Council continues to ask for your prayers 

as we prepare the 2022 budget so that it aligns 

with the mission of St. Paul’s. Our next 

meeting is December 16 at 7 pm.  
 

The Council continues to ask for your prayers 

as we enter our Stewardship and budget 

season.  
 

Respectfully submitted by Sue Wyatt,  

Congregation Council President 

Advent Family Event 
Dec. 5th, 4:00-6:00 PM 

 

Come, all ages, to “prepare the way of the 

Lord” with this fun family event! We will 

engage with the blessed season of Advent in 

numerous ways. Make your own nativity! 

Create a “Reverse Advent Calendar” to 

collect things for those in need! Participate in 

an “instant Christmas pageant,” and then tell 

the story with your own puppet show! Pretend 

you’re the real, 4th century bishop, St. 

Nicolas, and toss a bag of gold into a shoe! 

Most of all, reconnect with people during this 

blessed season of Advent. 

 

We will begin at 4pm with the pageant, and 

then families can spilt off into whatever 

activities interest them. This event requires 

masks, and we will not eat at the event, but 

we’ll send you home with some goodies. ☺ 

 

 

 

Creche Blessing 
 

Bring your creches to worship on 

December 5 and set them up in the foyer. 

After worship, we will bless these 

cherished parts of our Advent preparation.  

If you aren’t yet comfortable coming in 

person, you may send in a picture, and we 

will use these pictures on the livestream. 
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Advent Series: 
My Heart Shall Sing 

 

(from Barn Geese Worship, licensed under CC BY-NC 4.0) 
 

The world is always ending somewhere. 

 

It’s always beginning somewhere, too… 

sometimes right in the same place. 

 

This is a truth that thumps like a heartbeat 

beneath the rhythms of the Advent season. In 

early November, our lectionary readings begin 

to speak openly of a world that ends. The 

lectionary year itself dies a few weeks later, 

only to begin again on the same topic: endings, 

and the new beginnings that they create.  

 

When God’s nature, God’s truth, God’s will are 

unveiled, these are the kinds of things that end: 

power structures that oppress the marginalized; 

social sins that have gone unchallenged for too 

long; our untroubled, everyday existences. And 

because God has drawn near, and Divinity is 

unveiled, our distance from God ends too. 

 

What do we do in the face of such revelation, 

the kind that ends old worlds and begins new 

ones all around us, every day, wherever God’s 

reign breaks into our lives? 

 

Scripture offers one particular answer again and 

again. 

 

We shall sing. 

 

Our Advent series this year will take us through 

some global music, alongside the traditional 

Advent readings about the end – and the 

beginning – of the world. We’ll encounter these 

themes in our Sunday worship, and also explore 

them in our devotional.  

 

For the devotional: You can sign up to receive 

each day’s devotion by email (recommended, as 

this version includes recordings of each week’s 

featured song!), pick up a hard copy at the 

church or download your own copy from the 

weekly email or website. 

Star Gifts -   
Remember those? 

 

Remember back in January when we handed 

out “star gifts”? When Epiphany rolls around 

again, you’ll have an opportunity to share 

where you have seen Christ manifest through 

your star gift this past year. 
 

So pull out those star gifts, and get ready to 

share! The sermon that day will be reflections 

from members on their star gifts. If you are 

willing to share, contact Pastor Johanna. 
 

If you need a refresher, check this out: 

pastorjohanna.blogspot.com/2020/01/sermon-

epiphany-star-gifts-jan-5-2019 

 
 

Adopt-A-Family through 
Family Promise 

(formerly RAIHN). 
 

Family Promise provides emergency shelter, 

homeless prevention funds, and aftercare 

support for families who have experienced 

homelessness. We are supporting a family of 

6 this year. 
 

Ways to Participate: 

DONATE: By Friday, Dec. 3rd 

If you would like to contribute to the purchase 

of gift items for our family, please contact Jen 

Canning by Friday. 
 

 

SHOP at TARGET: Sunday, Dec. 5th, 

12pm. Those who can will meet at Target in 

Victor to cross as many items off the family's 

wish lists as possible. Please let me know if 

you will be meeting us there 
 

WRAP at CHURCH: Friday, Dec. 10th, 6:30 

to 9 pm, St. Paul's Dorcas Room 

Plenty of space to spread out. Feel free to 

bring a yummy treat or drink to share! 
 

CONTACT: 

jennifer.canning@urgrad.rochester.edu 

https://barngeeseworship.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2894c0f3935cc7bed6cb5dfe4&id=7a1ba34ce3&e=ac0bf41afd
http://pastorjohanna.blogspot.com/2020/01/sermon-epiphany-star-gifts-jan-5-2019
http://pastorjohanna.blogspot.com/2020/01/sermon-epiphany-star-gifts-jan-5-2019
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 Christmas Eve Service 
O Come, Let us Adore Him! 

 

We plan to worship in person this year for Christmas Eve! Join us at 5:30 for a 

service of Holy Communion. This service will include singing, and a children’s 

sermon, as well as candle-lighting.  

 

If you are one who prefers attending the late service: we will be sending an email 

with a link directing you to the 5:30 service, which you can watch at your leisure. 

Due to lack of interest, we have canceled the in-person midnight service this year. 

 

Note: Masking is required for anyone over age 2, and vaccination is strongly 

recommended. We will be spacing every other pew, and running air purifiers 

continuously. Sign-in will be required upon arrival for the purpose of contact tracing. 

 

Watching Christmas Eve service from home this year? 

Here are some ways to engage for fully in Christmas worship from home: 

• Candles! One of the most beloved parts of Christmas Eve service is the 

candlelight. Make sure to light lots of candles in your home, and maybe even 

turn down the lights to give a real sense of the mystery. When it comes time to 

sing Silent Night, give each person a candle, and pass the light around those 

gathered. If you’d like to take one of the candles we use at St. Paul’s to use for 

Christmas Eve at your house, there is a basket of them in the foyer – come pick 

some up for your family! (And please return after!) 

• Set up a home altar. Perhaps move your nativity to your coffee table, dress 

your table with a beautiful cloth, light some candles. Make your home a holy 

space for the service. 

• SING! You know these songs. Be sure to sing along, with the same gusto you 

would if you were in person. Jesus won’t care if you’re off-key. ☺  
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Dorcas Rachel Circle 

Thursday, December 9, 2021 
 

Time: 11:00- Fellowship 

11:30- Luncheon 
 

Place: St. Paul’s Lutheran Church- 

Dorcas Room 
 

Program: Christmas Luncheon 
 

Hostesses:  

Marcia Sheldon and Leisa North 
 

Devotions: Shari MacFarlane 

 

Bring your:  
 

• Secret Santa/ Gift for our gift 

exchange 

• Christmas Card exchange 

• Hat/mitten/scarf for the 

Maggie’s Kids tree 

• A dish to pass 

 

**We will have a special monetary 

collection for the Pittsford Food 

Cupboard** 
 

Please RSVP to Leisa North via email 

or phone by:  

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 

 

 

“Maggie’s Kids” Hat and 
Mitten Collection 

 

The Dorcas Rachel Circle invites all to 

bring in hats, mittens, gloves, and 

scarves to hang on our “Maggie’s Kids” 

Christmas Tree located in the church 

foyer. Maggie’s Kids collection will 

start on Sunday, December 5th, and 

will continue through January 9th. 

 

Monetary donations are also welcomed. 

Please write  

“DRC- Maggie’s Kids” on the memo line 

of your check of Simply Giving online 

gift. 

 

If you have a donation but can’t get it 

to the church, please give me a 

call/email and I’ll be happy to pick it up! 

 

Thank you, 

Leisa North 

leisanorth@gmail.com 

DON'T FORGET:  
 

 
 

Loop Ministries is in desperate 
need of paper bags to deliver food to 

families in need. So, please bring 
your paper bags to St. Paul's and 

we'll get them to Loop for 
you. Thank you! 
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The Choir Trial Period 

Now that our Choir is back in person, have 

you thought about joining our choir but aren’t 

sure if it’s for you or if you have the 

time? (Spoiler alert: choir is for everyone, 

and we can always work with your schedule!) 

The time between now and Christmas Eve is 

a perfect time to test the proverbial “choral 

waters”! Throughout the month of December, 

you are invited to our weekly Wednesday 

rehearsals (7:30-9:00pm), lead congregational 

song with us on Sunday mornings, and make 

music with us on Christmas Eve. After 

Christmas Eve, you are encouraged to assess 

your experience with our choir, and decide 

whether or not you would like to continue 

with us in the New Year.  

This “Choir Trial Period” is a non-committal 

opportunity. If you decide not to continue 

singing with us after Christmas, we will be so 

glad that you gave it a try and there will be no 

hard feelings. If you want to stick with it, we 

will be overjoyed to have you sing with us! 

What if I can’t make every Wednesday 

rehearsal or Sunday worship? We all have 

lives to live outside of Choir! While regular 

rehearsal is important to building the 

foundation of our choir’s sound and 

community, schedules can certainly be 

accommodated. Feel free to have a 

conversation with Jon, our Minister of Music, 

about your individual scheduling needs. 
 

What if I can’t read music? The leadership 

of our outstanding Choral Scholars will help 

you decipher what is on the page! Musical 

literacy can be developed through your 

experience in our ensemble.  

 

Why should I join choir? In addition to 

Choir’s numerous social and communal 

benefits, the Choir’s role in worship provides 

the foundation of our congregation’s song. 

Our singing aims to further magnify the 

reverence of the Word each Sunday, and 

provide a more profound worship experience 

for all who gather.  

We hope you will consider joining us! Please 

contact Jon Madden with any questions 

at jmadden@stpaulspittsford.org 

Seafarers International House 
 

Seafarers International House is a social agency of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America and a 

ministry partner of the ELCA synods of Metro New 

York, New Jersey, New England, Upstate New York, 

Northeastern Pennsylvania, Southeastern 

Pennsylvania, Upper Susquehanna(PA) and Delaware-

Maryland.  

 

While its roots are decidedly Lutheran, Seafarers 

International House’s mission clientele are multi-

national and multi-faith. We offer pastoral care, 

hospitality, social assistance, advocacy, and prayer to 

all seafarers and immigrants without trepidation.  

 

Women of the ELCA are knitting hats for Seafarers and 

sending them to the Seafarer’s International House to 

be distributed ALL YEAR LONG! 

 

Most of the recipients are men so darker colors are 

appreciated. The preferred yarn is Red Heart Super 

Saver or any worsted weight yarn- NOT WOOL. 

 

There is a collection box in the Fellowship Hall, you 

can also find pattern directions attached to the box! 

 

If you have any questions please see Leisa North. 

 

Thanks! 

 

 

mailto:jmadden@stpaulspittsford.org

