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Pastor’s Page:
Live generously and graciously toward others,
the way God lives toward you. (Matthew 5:48)
My kids had both flown in interesting
airplanes by the time they were 18 months old:
Grace in a Tri-Motor Ford, and Isaac in a sea
plane over the Adirondacks. We have several
toy planes, and books about planes, and have
attended several airshows. My children both
love airplanes.
Why do you think it is? Do they just
inherently adore these flying machines, and so
we embraced it? No – my husband is an
aviation enthusiast. Our kids saw early on that
Daddy loves airplanes, and they were exposed
to airplanes in numerous ways, and so it is no
surprise that they, too, love airplanes.
This should be no surprise – I’m sure you
have experienced it yourself, on either the kid
or the parent end. Parents teach their kids what
they think is important, and conversely, kids
mimic their parents. I started attending classical
music concerts before I can remember; no
wonder I majored in music. My nieces
accompany their parents to demonstrations and
political protests; they will no doubt grow up to
be politically engaged.
I have a theological point here: if parents
teach their kids what is important, and kids
mimic their parents, then how does this
translate to our lives as “children of the
heavenly Father”?
God has many traits worth emulating, not
the least of which are being “gracious and
merciful, slow to anger and abounding in
steadfast love.” But this month, we will be
focusing on another of God’s traits: generosity.
Our heavenly Father is a giver of the most

October 2019
generous kind: from creating the very universe
in which we live, to an abiding presence as
humanity stumbled (and stumbles!) about trying
to figure out how to live in loving, kind and just
ways, to the gift of his own Son for the sake of
forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. God has
given and continues to give everything possible,
all for us, even though we have done nothing to
deserve it! When it comes down to it, God’s
generosity toward us is truly absurd!
As God’s children, how are we doing at
emulating this essential characteristic of God?
Have we picked up the habit and passion of
absurd generosity from our heavenly Father?
This month, as we talk about celebrating
generosity, and being good stewards of God’s
many gifts, take special note of the way God is
generous toward you. You might even consider
keeping a gratitude journal this month, taking
time each day to write down 3-5 ways you
experienced God’s generosity during the day,
and sharing those things with a friend or
partner. And then consider how you will “live
generously and graciously toward others, the
way God lives toward you.” Will you consider
increasing your financial generosity for the
church? Or perhaps volunteer your time in a
new way? Perhaps you will try pledging for the
first time, making a formal promise to be
generous to God, just as God has consistently
been generous to you?
Whatever you decide, I hope you will
join us for our Celebrate Generosity Luncheon
October 27, Reformation Day, following
worship, as we celebrate and give thanks for the
many ways God has blessed us so richly in our
lives.
In gratitude,
Pastor Johanna
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In the October Link

SERVICE ATTENDANCE
“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT”

August 4th
11th
18th
25th

9:30

Total

Nursery

56
78
62
82

60
86
66
86

4
8
4
4

YTD Attendance
~*~
Average Sunday attendance through
August 2019 – 97
Average Sunday attendance through
August 2018 – 81
Average Sunday attendance through
August 2017 - 107
~*~
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{No pastoral acts in September 2019}

St. Paul’s Vision
To spread the Word, build a strong
community, and make the world a
better place.
Our Mission Statement
St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian
family. We are created by God,
saved by Jesus Christ, God’s Son,
and inspired by the Holy Spirit.
Through joyous worship and
Mission Commitment, St. Paul’s
furthers the word of God’s Saving
Grace.

Upcoming Events:
•

Oct. 10: Caroline Robinson’s DMA
Recital, 7:30pm @ Sacred Heart

•

Oct 19: Reformation Party
(Family Event!), 4pm

•

Oct 27: Celebrate Generosity Luncheon,
after worship

•

Nov. 3: Trunk or Treat, after worship
(bring your costume!)

•

Dec 15: Advent Lessons & Carols, 9:30am

•

Dec. 22: Christmas Pageant, after worship

•

Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Worship,
5:15pm & 10:30pm

•

Dec. 29: Christmas Lessons and Carols
(hymn-singing!), 9:30am
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St. Paul’s Lutheran
Congregation Council
Meeting
Council met on September 10. Here are some
highlights of the meeting:
Church Picnic: The church picnic at Kings
Bend Park, including food collection for the
Food for the Soul mission project, was a great
success and council discussed ways to help it
run even more smoothly next year.
Celebrate Generosity stewardship
campaign: We are looking forward to a
vibrant stewardship campaign in October.
Each Sunday in October will feature a temple
talk given by a congregation member
focusing on a different theme. Sunday,
October 27th will be Celebrate Generosity
Sunday, and we will ask members to submit
giving commitment cards and then celebrate
after worship as a congregation with a catered
lunch.
Space use policy: Council is developing a
more formal space use policy so that we can
better serve our community.
Contemporary Issues Study: Council fully
supports the Christian Education Committee's
effort to organize a bi-monthly meeting to
study one of the ELCA's Social Statements.
Nursery update: Zina Miqdadi has been
hired to serve as our Nursery Attendant on
Sunday mornings. We are excited to have her
positive energy and experience with us during
worship service.
Property and Maintenance: The parking lot
resurfacing project was completed as
scheduled. We have hired a lawn maintenance
company to fertilize the church lawn for the
coming year.
Council will meet next on
Tuesday, October 8 at 6:45pm in the
Church Council Room.
Respectfully submitted by Jamie Foster, President

From the Church Office
We are very excited to have a newly sealed
and striped parking lot! It is now protected for the
upcoming wintery months. Thank you to Council, Tm
and P&M for making this happen.
New changes will also be taking place in the
church office. The former volunteer area has been
repurposed as a small meeting/waiting area for
members and visitors to gather for quiet
conversation. Tim helped us donate unused items
and Mara Berndt and Joanna Kane have put their
heads together to come up with a lovely new design
plan that will be phased in over the next year. We
can’t wait to see how it all comes together – exciting
indeed! Thank you all.
If you are itching to volunteer in the church
office, don’t worry, we still have plenty of space to
assemble bulletins and stuff envelopes. Send me a
note if you are free to volunteer and I will let you
know which projects we have coming up. Thank you
so much to Clara Firth and Marcia Sheldon for
lending their time and sharing some laughs over the
last several weeks as we put together the new
bulletin setting and prepped for our current
stewardship campaign. Many hands make light work
(and add to the fun)!
Thank you also to Leisa North for
researching and ordering the necessary parts to get
our AED equipment back in good order. AED training
is coming up on October 6th and 13th. (see pg. 6 for
details.)
Last, but not least, our lift is fixed! This is
the lift that brings you from the main foyer to the
office area. Tim’s resourcefulness saved the day.
After over a year (really more) of back and forth
regarding parts and boards with the service
provider(s), Tim found and ordered the necessary
board himself and had it installed, tested and fixed.
We are back up and running – come on up!
Church Office Hours are Monday through
Thursday, 11:00 am – 4:00 PM. As always, please
feel free to call the office with any questions,
concerns or membership needs.
Happy Fall! from,
Michelle Josephson, Church Office Mgr.
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Save the Date:
Minister of Music Caroline Robinson
plays her second
Eastman Doctoral Recital
Thursday, October 10th, 7:30pm
Sacred Heart Cathedral, 296 Flower City
Park, Rochester, NY 14615

Program to include:
F. Mendelssohn: Sonata No. 3 in A major, Op. 65
Selections from J. S. Bach’s Clavierübung III
Judith Weir: Ettrick Banks
Maurice Duruflé: Suite, Op. 5

Admission is free and a light reception
will follow. Please come support Caroline
as she marks this important milestone in
pursuit of the doctorate!

Our Annual Friends of Music

Christmas Wreath Sale
Is coming soon!

Support St Paul's Friends of Music programs
and celebrate the Season by purchasing one or
more Christmas wreaths either beautifully
decorated or simply plain for those who like to
decorate their own. If you’d like to try
something new, try our new red potted
Cyclamen to brighten your room or use as a
gift.
Details on ordering and delivery will be coming
in the early weeks of October with a table
display in the church foyer. Please stay tuned
and don’t miss out!

Conference-Wide
Reformation Celebration &
Upcoming Bishop Election
Can’t get enough of those Reformation
hymns? Come back for more! This year’s Fall
Conference Assembly (our Rochester-area
biannual business meeting) will include a
joyful Reformation worship service. It is
Sunday, October 27 from 3-5pm at Redeemer,
Rochester. The business meeting portion of
the gathering will lay out the process of
electing a bishop, which will happen at our
June, 2020 Synod Assembly. If you have
interest in attending Synod Assembly to be a
part of this process, or are simply interested in
how it works, let Pastor Johanna know that
you plan to attend!

Synod-Wide Online
Resource Study with
Asst. to the Bishop for Faith Formation,

Pastor Lori Kochanski
Each month, Lutherans around the synod have
been reading books that help us think different
about our faith, and then participating in a
Zoom conversation group (an online meeting
program). Below are the books for the rest of
the year. Read them on your own, and if you’d
like to talk with other Lutherans about it,
contact Pastor Lori Kochanski (our synod
director
for
faith
formation)
at
lkochanski@upstatenysynod.org.
October: Love Big: The Power of
Revolutionary Relationships to Heal the
World by Rozella Haydée White
November: We Will Feast: Rethinking
Dinner, Worship, and the Community of God
by Kendall Vanderslice
December: The Universal Christ: How a
Forgotten Reality Can Change Everything We
See, Hope For, and Believe by Richard Rohr
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Home Devotionals
Christ in Our Home
Did you know we have free devotional
materials for you to use in your home? Each
book is for three months’ worth of daily
readings, which means there is a new one for
October-November-December. Christ in Our
Home (in two sizes!) is located on the counter
outside the sanctuary, in the foyer.

Reformation
Family Event
Come get your Lutheran groove on at our
Reformation Party! All ages will play and
have fun while they learn about our Lutheran
heritage. We’ll have brats and (root)beer for
dinner, various Reformation-themed games
and activities, and of course a hymn sing.

Saturday, October 19, 4-6pm

We are Writing an Advent
Devotional!
During the frenzy of the holiday season, it is
all the more important to sit down and reflect
on our hope and anticipation as we await the
coming of the Christ Child once again. To this
end, we’d like to produce an Advent
devotional, written by members. Could you
consider submitting a reflection? Here are
some ideas:
• Is there an Advent or Christmas hymn
that is meaningful to you?
• Reflect on one of the traditional
Advent themes: hope, peace, joy or
love.
• Share a memory from this season that
helps you understand your faith.
• Choose a part of the Advent/Christmas
story that is meaningful for you, and
tell us why.
• Share a thematic poem or prayer that
captures your imagination.
• Reflect on what it is like to wait for
something life-changing, as we are
waiting for Christ.
Please keep your entry to under 400 words
(and can be much less!), and submit it by
November 12.

From Sundays and Seasons. Copyright (through) 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License # SB135903.

Confirmation Class
Confirmation class meets 1st and 3rd
Mondays from 6-7:30pm. This year we are
studying the Bible. Our goal this year is to
help these young people – and their parents
– grow in their understanding of the Bible,
and see the ways God works in their lives,
as well as give them tools for their personal
prayer life that they can share with their
families. Please keep these young people
and their families in your prayers as we
embark on our year together.

October 7

FAITH5 and “Stump the
Pastor” (with parents)

October 21 The Patriarchs:
Abraham/Sarah,
Isaac/Rebecca, Jacob, etc.
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College Care Packages
During October and early November we will
be collecting money to put towards care
packages we mail out to our young adults
who are away at college. Financial donations
may be placed in the Sunday collection plate
by using the pew envelope marked
“College Care Packages”.
Parents – please make sure that we have
your child’s current college mailing address.
E-mail it to the office at
michelle@stpaulspittsford.org or write it
down and put it in Michelle’s mail tray in the
offices, no later than November 1.
We have received much positive feedback
from our college age members about this
outreach! Each fall and spring, they receive
a box full of snack items, as well as a letter
from our Pastor. It is comforting for our
young adults who are away from home, to
know that their church family is here for
them, and that God continues to walk with
them during these important years of
discovery.

TRUNK OR TREAT!!
Sunday, November 3rd

Car Decorating - 10:30 am
Trunk or Treating – after Sunday
School
Awards Presentation – 11:30 am
Please join us in our church parking lot for
Trunk or Treating! Decorate your vehicle’s
trunk and bring some candy to share with our
St. Paul’s youth. Pick a theme or stay spooky,
be creatively complex or simply simple!
Bragging rights will be awarded to cars in
different (made up on-the-spot) categories.
Kids can come in costume to the service or
change after the service. (Please leave
accessories like weapons at home.) LYO
members will be available to escort young
children from car to car after Sunday School.
Don’t forget to bring a loot bag or pillow case
for collecting treats!

Church Library
Do you know what AED stands for?
Did you know that our church has an AED?
Where is the AED stored?
Do you know how to use an AED?
Would you like to learn?
If you would like the answer to one or more
of these questions then you need to attend our
first ever AED learning session.
Sunday, October 6th and 13th
After worship in the Dorcas Room.
Any questions, please contact
Elizabeth Conderman.

Did you know that St. Paul's has an updated
library with more than 200 books for both
kids and adults that you can check out? Books
are available on the bookshelves at the back
of the Dorcas room and on a shelf in the
atrium! If you check out a book, please write
your name and the book title on the paper
next to the Dorcas Room shelves. There are
no due dates; we just need to know who has
what! And enjoy reading! The catalog is
available online at
http://www.librarything.com/catalog/stpaulspi
ttsford.
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Raising Cheerful Givers

Celebrate Generosity:
October Stewardship
Program

How can you raise your children to be
cheerful givers? Here are some tips:
•

Model: Let them see you put your
offering in the plate, and tell them what it
is and why you are giving. If you give
primarily online, still put something in the
plate, even if it is a note saying you’ve
given online.

•

Let them do it: Put something in yourself
(even if nominal), but also give them
something to put in.

•

•

Really let them do it: Encourage them,
when they get birthday money, allowance,
or money for a small job, to put some of
that aside to put in the offering plate. If
you enjoy doing this yourself, tell them
so, and why.
Discern your pledge with your child: Sit
down as a family to discuss what you will
give to the church this year. Read together
Psalm 116:12, and talk about how much
God has given you (go crazy
brainstorming – this can be fun!), and how
God has blessed you this year. Ask your
children, how much do you want to give
back to God, to thank God for these gifts?
Think about what you get out of your
involvement with the church, and what
brings you joy, and what sort of ministry
St. Paul’s does or could do with your
contribution.

Through the month of October, we will be
“celebrating generosity” – our own capacity
to be generous to God and to others, and
God’s abundant generosity to us. Each month
in October we will focus on a different aspect
of generosity. We will conclude the month
with a celebratory luncheon on Reformation
Day, during which we will give thanks to God
for all of God’s gifts to us!
You will be mailed a pledge form. You are
encouraged to pray over this card as you
discuss and discern what God is calling you to
give, and then to return it on Oct 27, if
possible.
Here are the weekly themes you can look
forward to during October:
•
•
•
•

Oct. 6: Giving as an Act of Worship (also,
some kids’ first communion!)
Oct. 13: Giving as an Act of Thanksgiving
Oct. 20: Giving as an Act of Trust (also, a
baptism!)
Oct. 27: Giving as an Act of Freedom
(Celebrate Generosity Luncheon)

Even as you pray for your own discernment,
pray also for our congregation as we embark
on this time of learning, praying, and growth.
“Good and gracious God, thank you for our
abundant blessings. Please help us trust that
you are our provider and true source of joy
and satisfaction. Free us from the worries of
financial insecurity and help us to give
according to the blessings that you have so
generously given us. Thank you for how you
have been using and will continue to use our
congregation to bless the community that you
have called us to minister to. We pray these
things in Jesus’ name, Amen.”
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Back by demand:
Openers and Closers Wanted
Some questions you might have:

UPDATE
We held a productive meeting on
Sunday August 25th, looking toward
Reformation Sunday, All Saints Sunday,
Advent Season and Christmas Eve:
from colors of paraments, to flowers,
to candles and what is needed
for each service.
We are looking for someone or
several individuals who would be interested
in decorating the advent wreath this year.
It’s easy and we provide the wreath holder.
Contact the office, Leisa North, or Mara
Berndt.
As mentioned in the September Link
we will be highlighting an area in Altar
Guild for you to learn about and maybe
consider volunteering. This month’s piece
is bringing back the Opener and Closer role.
Please read it and consider trying it.
Our next meeting will be November
10th at 10:45am. Come and learn all about
the many facets of altar guild! Remember,
God’s work needs many hands. We have a
place for you. Come and learn.
Respectfully submitted by:
Leisa North & Mara Berndt

From start to finish, how long will this take?
•
•
•

What does this entail?
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

Worship is the most important thing we do
together. The altar guild helps facilitate
making worship as meaningful as it is, and
it is a real honor and privilege to be the
one handling these sacred things:
the sacrament, the Word,
the things of the altar.

30 minutes
Open at 8:30am for the 9:30am
Service
Open at 7:30am for the 8:30am &
11am service (e.g. Easter)

Unlock the doors, then later lock
doors
Turn the lights on, then later turn
lights off
Turn on the overhead fans in the
sanctuary, if they are not on
Turn on the sound system, then later
turn it off
Fill Pastor’s water glass and place
beside her seat.
“Great” step by step instructions on
coffee prep in kitchen. Don’t be
afraid, it’s very easy!
Set out cookies, paper plates and
napkins
Put “Welcome to St. Paul’s” sign by
drive and sidewalk
Clean Up after service with coffee and
goodies
Don’t be nervous, Come try it out!

If you have any other questions or want to
learn more about this volunteer position or
any other Lay Ministry positions, please feel
free to contact Michelle Josephson, Leisa
North or Mara Berndt
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During the month of October…

Dorcas Rachel Circle

we will be holding our semi-annual
CLOTHING DRIVE to benefit the Eastern
Service Workers Association. Please place
your donations of clean, reusable clothing in
bags in the room by the Washington Avenue
entrance.

Date: Thursday, October 10th
Time: 9:45am Fellowship
10:00am- Meeting
11:00am- Program
Place: Dorcas Room at St. Paul’s
Program: “Sharing Your Story”

Please note that we will be collecting in
October only. The last day to donate will be
Sunday, October 27th.
If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Michelle at
michelle@stpaulspittsford.org or 586-0580.

Each of us has a story to tell. Our
program this month will be presented by
u! We would like to share experiences
about our lives. Perhaps there is a
particular event that made a difference
in your life or effected another’s life. It
may have been a career change, a move
to a different part of the country, a trip, a
volunteer opportunity. It will be
interesting to learn about each other.
We invite any women who would like to
join us for friendship, fun, and helping
others!

Devotions: Audrey Meyers

Coming Soon….
“We make fun things happen!” This is a
fledgling committee with the goal of
facilitating social events and receptions
where people can make meaningful
connections with their siblings in Christ.
Help us get this committee rolling, and
define what it will be for St Paul’s!
We will looking at all the activity
suggestion forms that were turned in from
the Ministry Faire.
Be on the look out for meeting date in the
bulletins and emails.
Come join us!
Questions, please touch base with Mara &
Jim Berndt at mberndt49@gmail.com

Hostesses: Julie Huse and
Jean Comstock
Special Feature

As many of you know, Ellen Fjermedal, is
a very talented painter. She will be
showcasing some of her artwork in the
fellowship hall during our meeting this
month. Come and check it out, get your
Christmas shopping started. Get a
chance to learn a little more about Ellen
and her amazing gift. You will be glad
you did!

Bring your paper good donations
for the Pittsford Food Cupboard.
As always….. All are welcome!
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RAIHN DROPS
RAIHN (the Rochester Area Interfaith
Hospitality Network) is a not-for-profit
organization that provides temporary shelter,
meals and case management to help homeless
families find housing and employment or
education. The goal is to keep families
together until they can find safe, sustainable
permanent housing. Families also receive
follow-up services for a year after housing is
found.
WE NEED MORE RAIHN
VOLUNTEERS! ATTEND THE NEXT
ORIENTATION
Thursday, October 10th, 6:30 pm, Webster
United Church of Christ, 570 Klem Rd,
Webster
If you can eat, sleep, wash dishes, sit, or hold
a baby, you can be a RAIHN volunteer! At
RAIHN orientation, you will learn about the
organization, the families we serve, and the
role of the volunteer. It’s easier than you think
to spend 2 hours of your time making a
difference. This is a great opportunity for
families to volunteer together! Please RSVP
to Erica at coordinator@raihn.org.
THANK YOU RAIHN VOLUNTEERS!
Thanks to those who supported our 38th
RAIHN Rotation at First Presbyterian. We
participated in our first rotation in April of
2009. Please join in the fun in the New Year
and join us the week of January 5th for the
next rotation!!

The Friday performance and Saturday evening
concert are open to the public. For more
information and
tickets: https://www.raihn.org/flowercityukule
lefestival

TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE!
THURSDAY, 10/17, 6 – 10 PM,
ArtisanWorks
Buy tickets to the RAIHN 15th Anniversary
Celebration and for a chance to win a cruise at
https://www.classy.org/event/15thanniversary-celebration/e239515. Dinner
tickets are $100 per person and includes
admission to the event, grazing stations,
dessert table, 1 drink ticket and 1 door prize
ticket.
Raffle Tickets are $10 each or 3 for $25 for a
chance to win a 7 day/8 night cruise on Royal
Caribbean’s Grandeur of the Sea in April
2020, including passage for 2 people in an
inside cabin, cruise fare and taxes. (Airfare
not included.). The winner will be drawn at
the Anniversary Celebration on October 17th.
You do not need to be present to win the
cruise!!
Check out RAIHN’s website
https://www.raihn.org/15thanniversarycelebra
tion or call 506-9050 for more information.

SAVE the DATE! UKE FEST
Join music lovers from all over for another
exciting RAIHN fundraiser – Flower City
Ukulele Festival on October 25th & 26th @
First Unitarian Church, 220 South Winton
Road! This Festival is an event for all ukulele
enthusiasts from beginner to advanced
players. Participants will have an opportunity
to attend concerts and workshops, play with
others in jam sessions and ensembles and
connect with a vibrant ukulele community.
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Praying for Families: A Guide
We continue to pray for specific St. Paul’s
families throughout each week. If you don’t
know them, maybe use it as an opportunity to
get to know them!

New Location Of The
Pittsford
Food Cupboard
3800 MONROE AVE
~ DOOR 26
Hours:
Tuesdays: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm
Friday: 9:30 am - 1:30 pm
1st & 3rd Saturday: 9:30 am - 11:30 am

Photo courtesy of http://spiritual.panditbooking.com/praying/ (Sept 30, 2019)

Here are some suggestions from Colossians
1:3-14 for what you can pray:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In thanksgiving that this family
belongs to our church.
In thanksgiving for the time, talents
and treasures that they share.
That their faith will be strengthened
during the coming year.
That they will be filled with the
knowledge of God’s will.
That they are living a life worthy of
the Lord and pleasing to God.
That their good works are bearing
fruit.
That God will strengthen them with
endurance and patience for any trials
they might have.
For their good health.
For sufficient wealth.

We hope (and pray!) that this year of praying
for one another will go a long way toward, as
our mission statement says, “building a strong
community.” Thanks for participating!

Phone Number: (585) 264-9860
Website: pittsfordfoodcupboard.net
It’s easy to get involved and help make a
difference!

What is the Children’s
Interfaith Weekend?
Children’s Interfaith Weekend 2019: On
Sunday, October 20th, St. Paul’s will be
celebrating the Children’s Interfaith Weekend
along with many other faith communities in
the Rochester area. The Interfaith Weekend
is an opportunity for us to pray, learn about,
and act on the troubles facing children in our
community. In 2019 we are again focusing
on vulnerable children who need Early
Intervention or Preschool Special Education
Services, yet this year we are addressing our
concerns to the state government.
Be a voice for children. See the included
fact sheet, and sign the advocacy letter in the
foyer to urge Governor Cuomo to reverse the
growing scarcity of developmental services
for infants, toddlers and preschoolers with
special needs. Waiting lists are growing and
agencies are closing their doors.
We hope you will be able to worship with us
on Sunday, October 20th to celebrate and
support children and youth!
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