Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost
Christ the King Sunday
November 21, 2021

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
28 Lincoln Avenue
Pittsford, NY 14534
www.stpaulspittsford.org
The Rev. Johanna Rehbaum, Pastor
Jonathan Madden, Minister of Music
Altar flower sponsorships for Sunday, November 21st
Vase 1 & 2: In thanksgiving for a wonderful extended family.
Sponsored by Laurie Zaucha

PRELUDE:

Prelude, Fugue, and Chaconne
in C Major, BuxWV 137

Dietrich Buxtehude (1637-1707)

WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,
and of the ☩ Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence for reflection.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For
the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so
that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives
us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of
the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
GATHERING HYMN

Come, Thou Almighty King

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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ELW #408

KYRIE
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THIS IS THE FEAST
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us pray.
Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign forever.
Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united by the
glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
INTRODUCTION TO READINGS

The Rev. Johanna Rehbaum

FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
To the community for whom this passage was written, it seemed as though the oppression they
were experiencing would never end. Daniel’s message is: It shall end. The Ancient One, who is
judge, will call all nations to account and will give dominion to “one like a human being,” the
Messiah.
9
As I watched,
thrones were set in place,
and an Ancient One took his throne,
his clothing was white as snow,
and the hair of his head like pure wool;
his throne was fiery flames,
and its wheels were burning fire.
10
A stream of fire issued
and flowed out from his presence.
A thousand thousands served him,
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him.
The court sat in judgment,
and the books were opened.
13
As I watched in the night visions,
I saw one like a human being
coming with the clouds of heaven.
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And he came to the Ancient One
and was presented before him.
14
To him was given dominion
and glory and kingship,
that all peoples, nations, and languages
should serve him.
His dominion is an everlasting dominion
that shall not pass away,
and his kingship is one
that shall never be destroyed.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
PSALM 93
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The LORD is king, robed in majesty; the LORD is robed in majesty and | armed with strength.
The LORD has made the world so sure that it can- | not be moved.
2
Ever since the world began, your throne has | been established;
you are from | everlasting. R
3
The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted | up their voice;
the waters have lifted up their | pounding waves.
4
Mightier than the sound of many waters, mightier than the breakers | of the sea,
mightier is the LORD who | dwells on high.
5
Your testimonies are | very sure,
and holiness befits your house, O LORD, forever and for- | evermore. R
SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8
The book of Revelation begins by celebrating the Almighty God, who spans all of time. Similarly,
Jesus is celebrated as the firstborn from the dead who rules over the world’s rulers. He is the one
whose return we eagerly await.
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Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven
spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom,
priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.
7
Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.
8
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to
come, the Almighty.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
CHILDREN’S SERMON

The Rev. Johanna Rehbaum

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Sung by the choir: Blessed is the one who comes in the name | of the Lord.* Blessed is the
coming kingdom of our an- | cestor David. Alleluia. (Mark 11:9)

GOSPEL: John 18:33-37
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
In John’s gospel, the story of Jesus and Pilate presents two different ways of exercising power:
through force or with love.
Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” 34Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about
me?” 35Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed
you over to me. What have you done?” 36Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If
my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37Pilate asked him, “So you
are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came
into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
33

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

The Rev. Johanna Rehbaum

HYMN OF THE DAY

Dearest Jesus, We are Here

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM:

ELW #443

Page 234

Today, these members of the St. Paul’s congregation affirm their Baptism in the presence of the
congregation: Anne de Gruchy Dodge, Ella Katherine James, Zachary Fritz Canning, Finn
Alexander Whitaker, Ethan Thomas Bingemann.
Full liturgy can be found on page 234 in the front of hymnal;
all congregational responses are below.
PROFESSION OF FAITH
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
After the affirmation of baptism…
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Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ.
We rejoice with you in the life of baptism.
Together we will give thanks and praise to God
and proclaim the good news to all the world.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Response: … God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PASSING OF THE PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
Share peace with those around you or online, or write down the name of someone you will text or
call later to check up on them and spread Christ’s peace to them.
MOMENTS FOR MISSION
OFFERING
To sustain the ministries of the Church, this time may be used to make a gift
either online (www.stpaulspittsford.org), through the neighboring QR code
which takes you directly to our Simply Giving page, or you may mail a check
directly to St. Paul’s or leave your donation in the offering plate during service.

OFFERTORY:

Let all the world in every corner sing

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing,
"My God and King!"
The heav'ns are not too high,
God's praise may thither fly;
the earth is not too low,
God's praises there may grow.
Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing,
"My God and King!"

Greta Tomlins (1912-1972)

Let all the world in ev'ry corner sing,
"My God and King!"
The church with psalms must shout:
no door can keep them out.
But, more than all, the heart
must bear the longest part.
Let all the world in ev'ery corner sing,
"My God and King!
-
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George Herbert (1593-1633)

OFFERTORY HYMN

Create in Me a Clean Heart

OFFERING PRAYER
Holy God,
the earth is yours and everything in it,
yet you have chosen to dwell among your creatures.
Come among us now in these gifts of bread and wine,
and strengthen us to be your body for the world
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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#188

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks
and praise… [Presider continues with the Proper Preface] …we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
We give you thanks for his coming into the world
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation.
In the night in which he was betrayed…
Again, after supper, he took the cup…
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command,
his life-giving passion and death,
his glorious resurrection and ascension,
and the promise of his coming again,
we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty,
not as we ought but as we are able;
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,
may be formed to live as your holy people
and be given our inheritance with all your saints.
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
A feast of love is offered here for you and for all the saints.
LAMB OF GOD

Congregation is seated.
DISTRIBUTION
Come forward by the center aisle, keeping 6 feet (about two pews) between family units. Receive
the bread from pastor. Glasses are prefilled – red is wine, white is grape juice. Please be
cautious not to touch other glasses as you take yours out. Return your empty glass to the tray on
the table. Return to your seat by the side aisle. We will commune first the pulpit side, then the
piano side.
COMMUNION:

Come now, O Prince of Peace
Beautiful Savior

ELW #247
ELW #838

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ now strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Blessed Jesus, at this table, you have been for us both host and meal.
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Now send us forth to extend our tables and to share your gifts until that day when all feast
together at your heavenly banquet.

Amen.
BLESSING
God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life,
☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore.
Amen.
SENDING SONG

At the Name of Jesus

ELW #416

DISMISSAL
Led on by the saints before us,
go in peace to serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE:

Sonata No. 6 in D minor
III. Fuga

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
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Congratulations to our Confirmands!
Congratulations to the confirmation classes of 2020 and 2021!
Blessings to each one of these incredible young people!

Ethan Bingemann is full of intelligence and good humor, frequently ready with a joke. He
often spent class with some puzzle in his hands, usually trying to beat his latest Rubik’s cube
record. Ethan is also very actively involved in Scouts.

Zach Canning always has a thoughtful question to ask about whatever we are learning,
and could always be counted on to have notes on whatever we were talking about from a previous
class. Zach is also a gifted musician (trombone), and enjoys mountain biking and serving his
community.

Annie Dodge is an athlete par excellence, always joining and excelling in another sport.
She was often the first to speak up with her thoughts on a question, and is quick with a giggle.
Annie especially loves basketball, and has recently begun sailing.

Ella James is a self-descried “lone wolf,” but frequently contributed her witty remarks and
questions that she meant to be funny but were actually very insightful and compelling. She
excelled in class whenever we acted out some story, stunning the audience with her dramatic
portrayals.

Finn Whitaker could reliably keep us smiling with his big heart and various antics. His
performance during the lesson on the 10 plagues was particularly memorable, as he suffered each
plague with the Egyptians. Finn is also a passionate tennis player.

13

