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The 

Link   
  

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church May 2019 

 

Pastor Page:  
 

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

 There is so much new at St. Paul’s right 

now! New life (thank you, Jesus!), new pastor, 

many new committees, a new way of 

scheduling and administration, even new 

blooms in our garden – all of it brings hope, but 

newness also brings with it a certain level of 

anxiety. It’s a lot to get used to! With newness 

comes uncertainty, and the hard work of getting 

comfortable with all the “new normals.” 
 

When the council met for a planning 

retreat back in March, we wanted to keep all 

this newness in mind as we discussed where we 

wanted our congregation to go in the coming 

year. We decided the priority for this year was 

to help the congregation recover from a long 

and difficult period of transition, and to help 

everyone settle into our new normal (insofar as 

anything ever stays “normal” with the Holy 

Spirit around!).  
 

The idea to which we kept returning 

was to spend our energy this year facilitating 

some small group gatherings. These small 

groups would be organized not by who already 

knows (and likes) whom, but by geography, so 

we can both meet some new people in the 

congregation, and also see who lives near us. 

Conversations will be no longer than 90 

minutes, held in people’s homes. I will be at 

each one, as this will provide an opportunity for 

me to get to know people in a more focused and 

intentional way, to hear your hopes and dreams, 

and your concerns about the world, and in 

general what drives you and makes you tick. I 

want to hear your stories. Conversely, this is  

 

 

 

 

 

also a chance for you to get to know me a bit 

better, outside of Sunday morning.  
 

It is possible that out of these 

conversations we will discern some wonderful 

ministry that you, the people of St. Paul’s, are 

uniquely qualified and prepped to pursue. It is 

possible that you will meet someone new in the 

congregation, and find a new friend. But the 

council’s and my primary hope is that this will 

simply be a time when we “build a strong 

community” (as per our vision) within our 

congregation, so that we would be more 

equipped to work on building a strong 

community outside of our walls as well. You 

have already shown me what warm, kind, 

gracious people you are, and I believe St. Paul’s 

can be even a greater force for good in the 

world – and I’m eager to see what all we are 

capable of together! 
 

I hope when you are contacted about the 

small group that will meet near you, that you 

will do everything you can to attend. I’m really 

excited about this, and I know the rest of the 

council is, too. Let us live together into the 

newness of life that Christ has claimed for us, 

and see what other incredible things God can 

do! 

 

In hope and faith, 

Pastor Johanna 
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St. Paul’s Vision 
To spread the Word, build a strong 

community, and make the world a better 

place. 

 

Our Mission Statement 
St. Paul’s is a welcoming Christian family. 

We are created by God, saved by Jesus 

Christ, God’s Son, and inspired by the 

Holy Spirit.  

Through joyous worship and Mission 

Commitment, St. Paul’s furthers the word 

of God’s Saving Grace. 

 
 

Please remember to take a moment on 

Sundays to complete a Communion Card 

each time you receive communion.  This 

serves as record of member communion 

and is a way for Pastor to know if we 

missed anyone on Sunday that may be in 

need of pastoral care or attention. 
 

Cards are located in the back of the 

Sanctuary and in the pews.  You may 

place your completed card in the offering 

plate or hand it to an usher as you come 

forward to receive the sacrament.   

 

 

SERVICE ATTENDANCE 
“WE COUNT BECAUSE YOU COUNT” 

 

 Service  Nursery 

Mar 3rd       98  7 

10th  86  5 

17th    78  10 

24th   100  5 

31st 109  3 

    

Average Sunday attendance through 

March  2019 – 104 

Average Sunday attendance through 

March 2018 – 102 

Average Sunday attendance through 

March 2017 – 110 
 

 (April 2019 numbers will be reported in next month’s 

newsletter.) 

 

 
 

PASTORAL ACTS 
 

(No pastoral acts performed in April 2019) 
 

~*~ 
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From the Church Office 

 
Articles for the June edition of the 

“Link” must be received by 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, May 15th. It will be available for 
pick-up from the Church foyer on Sunday, 
May 26th and emailed/mailed that week.   

 

We are always excited to share 
information about events & activities that 

members are involved in and/or special 
recognitions or honors that our members 
have received.  Please pass this information on 
to the Church Office so that we can spread the 
word on all of the ways that you are involved 
in our surrounding communities.   

 

Directory/Contact Info Update:  
Please make sure that your current contact 
information is on file with the church office to 
include all members of your household, dates 
of birth, current mailing address and phone 
number.  If you have a new email address and 
would like email communications, please be 
sure that is on file with the office as well. 

 

Communion Cards: You are an 
important part of St. Paul’s!  Communion 
cards enable our Pastors and staff to keep 
accurate records of member activity. 
Attendance serves as an indicator for potential 
member needs that may be overlooked by 
word of mouth alone.  When absences are 
noticed pastoral care can be provided if 
needed and communication lines left open.   

 
Church Office Hours are Monday 

through Thursday, 10:00 am – 3:00 PM.  As 
always, please feel free to call the office with 
any questions, concerns or membership 
needs.   

 
With warmest gratitude,  
Michelle Josephson 
Church Offfice Manager 

 

Lay Ministry Volunteer Status  
 

We have no lay ministers signed up beyond 

May, and so far no one has volunteered to 

help coordinate this. For the month of June, 

Worship and Music Committee decided to try 

Sign-up Genius, an online sign-up tool, 

combined with calling the few folks who 

prefer not to sign up for things online. Signing 

up online does not require you to register, 

though it does ask for an email address so that 

the tool can send you a reminder two days 

before the date you’re signed up for. Please 

watch your email with the sign up link.  

 

Your feedback regarding this approach is 

greatly appreciated as we continue to discern 

the best way to fill the duties previously held 

by the Coordinator of Volunteer Ministries. 

Thanks for your willingness to try something 

new! 
 

 

Eastern Service Workers 

Association 

 
 

Thank you to the many of you who brought in 

clothing for the Annual April Clothing Drive. 
 

A whole van full of clothing was delivered to 

the ESWA and they were so excited and 

grateful for all of the bags full of clothing. 
 

If you still have items of clothing you would 

like to donate, you may bring to the following 

places: 
 

• Salvation Army – located next to the 

Barnes and Noble in Pittsford Plaza  
 

• Goodwill – located by Mens Warehouse 

in Victor, NY (2 Commerce Drive, 

Victor, NY 14564) 
 

As always, thank you for your support and for 

helping to keep folks in need clothed. 
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Learning Together 

ACROSS the Synod: 

Fun with Faith Formation  

Sunday, May 5, 2019  
 

“It Is The Lord!”  

(John 21:7) 

 

What is it? An opportunity to play and pray 

with scripture, to see how it speaks to our 

daily ways of interacting. “Learning Together 

Across the Synod” is also an effort to join 

together with Lutherans across upstate NY to 

learn together through playing and praying, 

art, worship, and conversation – all together, 

from wherever we are.  

 

Who? Everyone! This is a multigenerational 

time of learning. In other words, this is 

Sunday School for ALL AGES - parents, bring 

your kids and learn together! We’ll start right 

after worship, and be done by 11:30. 

 

Why should we participate? This synod-

wide effort is part of our ongoing 

commitment to build relationships with God 

and one another. We will also be connected to 

others who are doing the same things in their 

community. 

Who put this together? A team of pastors 

across the synod, including Pastor Johanna, 

and one of our synod’s missionaries in 

Zambia.  

~*~ 

A resource of Upstate NY Synod Strategic 

Plan: “Faith Alive: Grounded, Growing, 

Giving, Graced” 

 

 

Help Wanted! 

Nursery Attendant 
 

St. Paul's is looking to hire an 

attendant to care for our children 

during Sunday worship service.  

 

If you know someone who has 

experience providing care for children 

age 0-6, is friendly and has the ability 

to adapt and interact positively with a 

variety of personalities, and may be 

interested in being part of a lively 

community of faith on Sunday 

mornings, have them contact Jamie 

Foster: jpfoster.foster@gmail.com. 
 

 

 

AP EXAM WEEKs 

May 6th – May 17th   
 

St Paul’s will be helping out Sutherland High 

School again this year with AP Exams. 

 

Dates of exams are Monday May 7th through 

Friday May 18th.  Please know that the lower 

level Fellowship Hall will be set up for the 

whole two weeks, with some rooms being used 

in other areas of the church. 

 

So please when coming into the church for 

business, enter the building very quietly and 

head up to the offices. 

 

Thank you ahead of time for your patience and 

understanding.   If you have any questions, 

please feel free to touch base with Michelle 

Josephson. 

mailto:jpfoster.foster@gmail.com
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St. Paul’s Lutheran 2019 

Congregation Council  
 

Executive Committee 
 

President: 
Jamie Foster 

Vice-President: 
TBD  

(If you are Interested in filling this position, 
please contact Jamie Foster) 

Financial Secretary: 
Mark Mette 

Treasurer: 
Trish Blake-Jones 

Secretary:  
Jeff Haynes 

 

~*~ 

Congregation Council Members 
 

Name:   Committee Liason for: 
Jennifer Olivo   - Worship & Music 
Anne Olivia Cincotta  - Christian Education 
Open…   - Social Ministry 
Marcia Sheldon  - Fellowship 
Kiki Coffey   - Prop. & Maintenance 
Trish/Mark  - Finance 
Bob Nicholas 
 

Council's next meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, May 14th at 6:45 p.m.  

 
 
 

 

 
 
At the end of March, we reached the end 
of our first fiscal quarter of the year.  All 
things considered, we are largely meeting 
expectations as to where we thought we 
would be with the budget to actuals.  
Income was less than expense by $6K vs 
our expectation of being off by $10K.  We 
had a strong income month in March and 
April looks to be trending well. 
 
The Capital Appeal income for the first 
quarter was just under $14K, slightly 
behind last year and roughly at 
expectations to hit the yearly pledged 
amount of $49,160.  Our capital appeal 
reserve fund sits at approximately $80K. 
 
The Finance Committee, composed of 
Trish Blake-Jones, Mike Patchen, Michelle 
Josephson, Jeff Haynes, Dick Poduska 
and Michael Serve, met on April 9th to 
review our progress and felt that staying 
the course was the best decision at this 
time with no changes recommended.  We 
also reviewed our committee charter, 
discussed scheduling an internal audit, 
and our dedicated accounts.  Our next 
meeting will be held in July.   
 
I am available to meet with anyone that 
would like to discuss the status of our 
financial situation either before or after 
services if I am in town attending.   

 

Submitted by Mark Mette, Financial Secretary 
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Seeking 2019 Graduates 

 

 
Do you know someone who is graduating this 

spring, or recently did? Please send their 

names with their High School name, College, 

University, Vocational School, Program, 

Military or other so we can acknowledge their 

accomplishments in our June Link! We have 

extended the deadline to submit names to 

May 11th. 

 

 

Church Women United 
 

May Friendship Day 

May 3rd  

Gather at 9:30 a.m.  

Program at 10:00 a.m. 

Soup & Sandwich Luncheon at 12N 

 

Cost: $5 – reservations 585-362-2089 
 

The Brickstone 

1325 Elmgrove Ave 

 

Annual Picnic 

June 7th  

Gather at 10:00 a.m. 

Program at 10:30 a.m.  

Lunch (furnished) at noon 

 

1341 Buckland Lodge  

Westfall Road 

RSVP appreciated: 585-362-2089 
 

 

Japanese Garden Tour 
Featuring May Azaleas 

 

Saturday, May 18th  
1:30pm – 4:00pm 

 

Irondequoit near  
Durand Eastman Park  

(Address & tickets emailed upon purchase) 

 

Called, "One of the most authentic 
Japanese-style gardens in the area!" 

 

$10 per ticket for payment received by 
5/15; $15 at the door* 

  
Samples of sushi and sake included in 

ticket price. 
 

 
 

*Questions? Call Daryl Staneck: 
 585-454-3367 x14  Mon/Wed      

or email: drstaneck@loopministries.org     
  

Please make checks payable to: 
 “Loop Ministries 

&    
Mail to: 111 N. Chestnut St. Rochester, 

NY 14604 
 

ALL PROCEEDS benefit the Loop Urban 
Food Pantry in the heart of downtown 

Rochester. 

mailto:drstaneck@loopministries.org
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Dorcas Rachel Circle 
 

Date: Thursday, May 9, 2019 
 

Time: 9:45am - Fellowship 
10:00 am - Meeting 
11:00am - Program 

 

Place: Dorcas Room 
 

Program: Book Review with Pam 
Poduska 

The All-Girl Filling Station’s Last 
Reunion 

By: Fannie Flagg 
 

Devotions: Dorothy Borglum 
 

Hostesses: Marcia Sheldon 
                     Carol Dobbins 

 

Please bring paper goods for 
the Pittsford Food Cupboard 

 
All are welcome! 

 

 
 

Upcoming Spring Luncheon  
 

Date: Thursday, June 13th 
Time: 11:30 am 

Place: Monroe’s Cafe 

Book Discussion with Pam Poduska: 
 

The All-Girl Filling Station’s  
Last Reunion 

 

By Fannie Flag 

 
 

         “Quirky, wise, witty, warmhearted, 

are all words that critics use when they 

come up against a certain kind of book”. 

(The Washington Post). These are the 

words used to describe Fannie Flagg’s 

recent novel, The All-Girl Filling Station’s 

Last Reunion. Recommended by Nancey 

Graser as a fun, heartwarming read, it 

has a factual, historical background story 

to it as well.  
 

Fannie Flagg is a New York Times 

Bestseller author of Fried Green Tomatoes 

at the Whistle Stop Café, Can’t Wait to 

Get to Heaven, among others. 
 

All are welcome to attend the 

book discussion at the Dorcas Rachel 

Circle meeting on Thursday, May 9, 2019.  

If Sally Ride, the first woman astronaut 

holds special interest to you, you’ll 

discover she makes an appearance in 

one of the closing chapters of the book.  
 

There are many copies of the book 

available in the Monroe Library System. I 

recommend that you stop by your local 

library and borrow a copy and enjoy this 

quirky, heart warming read in preparation 

for a lively discussion at the May 9th 

meeting of the Dorcas Rachel Circle. 
 

 

Till then, 

Pam Poduska 

 
 

 
 

 



Page | 8  

 

St. Paul’s

 
The LYO has several exciting events 
planned to celebrate this Mother's Day, 
May 12th. There will be a waffle and 
shortcake breakfast with toppings galore 
after the service. Additionally, a themed 
bingo game will be held to win flowers, 
and there will be a raffle for a spa basket. 
We hope to see you there!  

Watch for upcoming info about our 
Father’s Day Celebration on June 16th 
and our final wrap-up meeting for the 
LYO year, to be held in June! (Date TBD.) 

Questions or comments, please contact 
Jori Cincotta, jcincott@rochester.rr.com 
or Jen Canning, 
jennifer.canning@urgrad.rochester.edu.  

 

 
 

Thank you for supporting our St. 
Paul’s youth in the 30 Hour Famine! 
Donations can still be accepted at 
the following link: (Team name: St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Youth Organization): 
https://www.30hourfamine.org/index.
cfm?fuseaction=donate.team&TeamI
D=20801 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dates 
 

Spring Communion Bruch 
 

Date: Saturday, May 4, 2019 

Time:   10 a.m. Registration 

  10 a.m. Program/Service of Holy    

  Communion – Pr. Aileen Robbins 

  11:30 a.m. Potluck Brunch 

  (Please bring dish to share) 
 

Location:  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

       28 Lincoln Avenue, Pittsford 
 

N.Y. Synodical WELCA Convention 
 

Weekend Dates: October 4-6, 2019 

Time: October 4th 3:00 p.m. Registration 

October 6th, 10:00 a.m. Service of 

Holy Communion – Pr. Gail Swanson 

Location: Notre Dame Retreat House 

      5151 Foster Road 

      Canandaigua, NY 14424 
 
 

Training for 

First Aid / CPR / AED 
 

 Pittsford Fire Dept. has agreed to offer 
members and staff at St. Paul’s a 4-hour 
training for anyone interested in getting 
trained and certified for First Aid, CPR 

and use of our AED machine. Completing 
the training certifies you for 2 years.  

 
Cost is $35 per person.  

 
Date TBD, in late May or June. 

 
This is open to adults and youth 12 years 

and older.   
 

We need a sense of how many want to 
participate. If you are interested, please 

email Laura Patchen at 
laurapatchen@gmail.com  

or call at 739-2505.  

mailto:jcincott@rochester.rr.com
mailto:jennifer.canning@urgrad.rochester.edu
https://www.30hourfamine.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donate.team&TeamID=20801
https://www.30hourfamine.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donate.team&TeamID=20801
https://www.30hourfamine.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=donate.team&TeamID=20801
mailto:laurapatchen@gmail.com
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Mothers in Need of Others (MINO)  
is a local ministry that gives needed baby and 

maternity items to mothers in need. They are 

always collecting items, such as car seats, 

strollers, pack n plays, high chairs, booster 

seats, partial packages of diapers and 

unopened formula – which are then given to 

the clients of the many agencies and churches 

they work with. 

 

If you have any such items to donate, they can 

be dropped off at the Youth for Christ 

building at 1 Favor Street in the city, Monday, 

Wednesday, and Friday from 11am-4pm, or a 

pick up at the church can be arranged. 

 

 
 
 

Small Groups Schedule 
The first of our St. Paul’s small groups (see 

Pastor Page) will meet in late May, and these 

will continue into September. We are working 

on a schedule of groups and where they will 

meet. Please watch bulletins and email for 

this complete schedule.  

 

If you are unable to attend the group meeting 

in a neighborhood near you, try to attend one 

of the others (but please prioritize attending 

the one closest to you!). 

 

These groups will be an opportunity to grow 

closer as a congregation, meet some new 

friends, get to know Pastor Johanna (and she 

you), and generate a sense of where and how 

St. Paul’s can continue to serve in our 

community. 

 

Perinton Concert Band to perform 

Natural Wonders Concert 

Explore nature’s beauty with the 
Perinton Concert Band on Friday May 

10, 2019 - 7:30 PM at the Minerva 
DeLand School Auditorium as it visits 
Natural Wonders around the world. 

The band will perform American River 
Songs a tribute to American’s majestic 
waterways featuring the ever popular 

American folk tune Shenandoah 
(Across the Wide Missouri), and Bora 
Bora, Suite for Band, a composition 
that musically depicts the grandeur, 
beauty and native traditions of this 
island paradise arguably called the 
most beautiful island in the world. 

In addition to the music portraying 
natural wonders, the band will play 
Triplets of the Finest, featuring our 

three talented female trumpet players 
performing this rousing trumpet trio 

set as a polka. 

Tickets, available at the door 
and online, are $8 for adults, $6 for 

seniors, and children/students 18 and 
under are free.   For more information, 
contact 585-490-4751, or find us online 

at 
http://www.perintonconcertband.org/ 

or on Facebook at: Perinton Concert 
Band. 

 

http://www.perintonconcertband.org/tickets.html
http://www.perintonconcertband.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PerintonConcertBand/
https://www.facebook.com/PerintonConcertBand/

