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Newmarket’s 2026 Top Dog 

Calling all dog owners! It’s time to get those tails 
wagging and your paperwork in order. The search 
for Newmarket’s 2026 Top Dog has officially 
begun! 
Last year, our community was charmed by Jack, 
our 2024 winner. Now, the spotlight is waiting for 
a new local legend to take the throne. Could it be 
your furry best friend? 

How to Enter 
Entering is easy—in fact, you might already be in 
the running! To be automatically entered into the 
drawing, simply ensure: 

• Your dog is licensed with the Town of 
Newmarket by April 30, 2026. 

• Your dog’s rabies vaccination is current and 
on file. 

The Grand Prize 
The lucky winner of the May 1st drawing will enjoy 
some serious local "paw-tographs" and perks, 
including: 

• The Coveted #1 Dog Tag for the 2027 licensing 
year. 

• A Place of Honor: Your dog’s portrait will be 
prominently displayed in the Town Clerk’s 
Office. 

• Local Fame: Your pup will become the official 
"face" of Newmarket’s dog licensing materials! 

Mark Your Calendars! The drawing will take place 
on May 1, 2026. Don’t miss the deadline to license 
your pet and give them a shot at the title. 

Let’s make 2026 a year to remember for 
Newmarket's canine community. Visit the Town 
Clerk’s office or check www.newmarketnh.gov/
342/Town-Clerk---Tax-Collectors-Office to 
complete your registration today!

Wentworth Cheswill Statue Project

Did you know that a true American pioneer lived right here in 
Newmarket?  

Wentworth Cheswill, the grandson of an enslaved man, is 
widely recognized as the first person of African descent 
elected to public office in the U.S. From Town Clerk to 
Revolutionary War patriot, his legacy is a cornerstone of our 
town’s history. 

The Newmarket Main Street Corporation is partnering with 
the New Market Historical Society to honor him with a 
permanent statue in time for our town’s 300th Birthday!  

Help us bring this monument to life:  

https://newmarketnhmainstreet.org/wentworth-cheswill-
monument/  

Our 2025 Winner, Jack

https://newmarketnhmainstreet.org/wentworth-cheswill-monument/
https://newmarketnhmainstreet.org/wentworth-cheswill-monument/
http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
http://www.newmarketnh.gov/342/Town-Clerk---Tax-Collectors-Office
http://www.newmarketnh.gov/342/Town-Clerk---Tax-Collectors-Office
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Looking Ahead: Important Dates For 2026

Fuel the Mule: Breakfast at June’s Cafe!Save the Date: TURTLEFEST 2026 Is Coming!

Your voice is vital in shaping the future of Newmarket. 
Please take note of these important budgetary and 
election milestones: 
• Budget & Deliberative Sessions 

• January 12 (6:30 pm): Public Hearing for FY2027 
Town and School Budgets. 

•  Deliberative Session 
• January 31 (9:00 am) 

• Run for Office 
• Filing Period: January 21 – January 30. 
• File your candidacy at the Town Clerk’s office. 

Open Positions: www.newmarketnh.gov/574/2026-Town-
Filing-Period . 

2026 Election Dates 
State Primary   General Election	 Town Election	
September 8        November 3            March 10	  

	 	 	 	  

Get ready for a day of discovery, creativity, and 
community! Hosted by the Newmarket 
Conservation Commission, TURTLEFEST 2026 is 
set to take over town on Saturday, May 9th. 

This year’s festival promises to be our most 
vibrant yet, blending education with the local 
spirit that makes Newmarket so unique. Whether 
you’re a lifelong resident or a curious visitor, there 
is something for everyone to enjoy. 

 
What’s Happening? 

The festival grounds will be packed with 
interactive experiences designed to inspire all 
ages: 

Hands-On Exhibits: Get up close with 
nature and science through interactive 
displays. 
Engaging Talks: Hear from local experts on 
conservation, wildlife, and sustainability. 
Kids’ Crafts: A dedicated space for young 
creators to get messy and imaginative. 
Field Trips: Guided excursions to explore 
the hidden natural gems of Newmarket. 
Live Local Music: Enjoy the sounds of our 
community with a lineup featuring local 
talent. 

Event Details 
When: Saturday, May 9, 2026 
Where: Newmarket, NH

Start your Saturday morning with a delicious meal and a great 
cause! We are excited to invite the community to the "Fuel the 
Mule" fundraiser to support our graduating seniors. 
June’s Cafe is generously hosting this event, with a portion of all 
proceeds directly benefiting Newmarket Project Graduation 
2026. These funds help provide a safe, supervised, and 
substance-free celebration for our students on their graduation 
night. 
Event Details 
• When: Saturday, January 17, 2026 
• Time: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
• Where: June’s Cafe, Newmarket 

Whether you're looking for a hearty breakfast or a quick coffee 
catch-up with neighbors, come on down and help us "Fuel the 
Mule!" It’s a great way to eat local and give back to the Class of 
2026. 

http://www.newmarketnh.gov/574/2026-Town-Filing-Period
http://www.newmarketnh.gov/574/2026-Town-Filing-Period
http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
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Call for Builders: Shrek the Musical Parent Volunteer Day! Calling Community Leaders!

Are you looking to make a direct impact on 
the future of our town? The 2026 Candidate 
Filing Period is officially approaching. This 
is your opportunity to step up, share your 
vision, and serve your neighbors in local 
government. 

Whether you are passionate about fiscal 
responsibility, community planning, or 
long-term infrastructure, there is a seat at 
the table for you. 
Important Filing Dates 

The filing period runs from Wednesday, 
January 21, 2026, through Friday, January 
30, 2026. 
To file for office, please visit the Town 
Clerk’s Office during regular business 
hours. Please note that on the final day, 
Friday, January 30, the office will be open 
specifically from 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM to 
accept last-minute filings. 

We have several important positions 
available, including: 
• Town Council: 3 three-year terms, 1 two-

year term 
• Budget Committee: 3 three-year terms, 2 

two-year terms, 1 one-year term 
• Planning Board: 2 three-year terms, 1 

two-year term 

Is your child ready to head to the swamp this spring? We are hard at work 
preparing for our upcoming production of Shrek the Musical, and we need 
your help to bring Duloc and the Fairy Tale Forest to life! 
We are hosting a Parent Volunteer Set-Building Day this weekend. 
Whether you are a master carpenter, a handy DIYer, or just someone who is 
great at holding a paintbrush, we would love to have you join us. 
Event Details 
• When: This Saturday, January 17, 2026 
• Time: 8:00 AM – 2:00 PM (Come for an hour or stay for the day—

every bit helps!) 
• Where: Newmarket School District (Follow the signs to the set 

construction area) 
How You Can Help 
Our "To-Do" list includes everything from framing large set pieces to detail 
painting and assembly. No professional experience is necessary—we will 
provide the instructions and the camaraderie! It’s a fantastic way to meet 
other parents and get a "behind-the-scenes" look at the magic your children 
are creating. 

Sign Up to Help 
If you are interested in joining us this Saturday, please reach out so we can 
get an accurate headcount for tasks. 
Contact: Annette Blake Email: blakea@newmarket.k12.nh.us 
We can’t wait to see you there and build something "ogre-sized" together! 

mailto:blakea@newmarket.k12.nh.us
http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
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Newmarket Public Library NewsNewmarket Public 
Library Events

Stay Informed: Check Out All the Newmarket Library 
Has to Offer!

Check out the newmarketlibrary.org to stay up to date on upcoming events and 
services! We have so many great weekly and monthly programs, all are 

welcome. 
We'd like to spotlight our Cultural Passes, sponsored by the Friends of the 

Newmarket Public Library! Pick up a pass and get a discounted admission to: 
Peabody Essex Museum, Bedrock Gardens, The Children's Museum of NH, 
Currier Museum of Art, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, NH State Parks 

Pass, Seacoast Science Center, Squam Lakes Natural Science Center, 
Strawbery Banke Museum, and the Woodman Museum. Visit 

newmarketlibrary.org for details or give us a call!! 

PAGE TURNERS BOOK CLUB

Page Turners Book Club meets on the last Tuesday of each month at 2 pm. 
Books may be picked up at the front desk at the beginning of each month. No 

registration is necessary; just drop by!

DIGITAL RESOURCES AT THE LIBRARY

Our digital library is open 24/7! Download Libby, Hoopla, and TumbleBook 
Library for ebooks, audiobooks, TV, movies, music, and more for free with your 

library card.

OPEN ART STUDIO FOR ALL AGES 

Join us for Open Art Studio on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays and Saturdays of 
the month! All ages and abilities are invited to drop-in anytime between 

12-3pm. We supply the materials, a little inspiration, a theme and you tap into 
the artist within. Painting, beading, weaving, mobiles, and East Asian 

brushwork art forms are some of the art styles we will explore.  

STORY-TIMES AT THE NEWMARKET PUBLIC 
LIBRARY

Join Miss Heather for delightful stories, songs, and fun with friends! We have 
story-time three days a week:

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays at 10:30 AM.

Special Event:
Pajama Story-time: On the first Monday of each month at 6:00 PM, come in 

your pajamas for a cozy evening of stories!

Introducing Messy Mondays!  Join us after storytime at 11am for a fun, messy 
and creative activity at the Library! Challenge your child to explore new sensory 

experiences while learning in a familiar environment. 

http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
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Ballet & Jazz with Miss Maddy Newmarket 
Recreation Events

Ready to bring some "old school" flair and "new school" energy to 
your Monday afternoons? We are thrilled to announce the 
Winter/Spring 2026 Session of Ms. Erin’s School of Hip Hop!

This high-energy class is designed for kids who love to move, 
groove, and express themselves. Students will learn cool 
choreography and simple dance routines, while also having 
dedicated "free expression" time to show off their own unique 
style.

MUNCH N LEARN
BACK PAIN 

INFO & STRATEGIES

WED, JANUARY 21, 10AM
AT THE SUNRISE CENTER

2 TERRACE DR, NEWMARKET
SUNRISE@NEWMARKETNH.GOV, 603-659-4469

FREE! ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND!

COME ENJOY COFFEE & TREATS WHILE
LEARNING FROM BODYWISE PT!

This educational program is presented by the REAP program
which provides free community-based, short-term support for

older adults who live in New Hampshire. (603) 957-5913

Munch N Learn:
Advanced Care

Directives
Wed, Jan 14, 10am

At the Sunrise Sunset Center     
Free! Snacks & Coffee Provided

REAP: Referral, Education,
Assistance, & Prevention

http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
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Newmarket Community Notes
New Year, New Way To Give: The Newmarket Community 

Church Wish List
Help Fill the Need: Give Blood This January 

Help Stock the Pantry! Newmarket Community Church has 
launched a new Amazon Wish List to better serve Newmarket 
and Newfields families. 
• High-Priority Needs: Staple food items, soap, shampoo, and 

deodorant. 
• Why it matters: These are essential items often unavailable 

through regional food banks. 
• Shop here: https://a.co/iUDs2xM 
137 Main St. Newmarket, NH NewmarketChurch.org 

Holiday Wrap-Up: Donate Your Leftover Supplies! 

As you pack away the decorations and clear out your holiday 
storage, the Newmarket Elementary School (NES) PTAwould 
love to take those leftover supplies off your hands!

Embracing Different Minds: Understanding Neurodiversity 

http://www.NewmarketNH.gov
https://a.co/iUDs2xM
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