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“Pennsylvania Joint Tort and the Fair Share Act”

1) Background of the Uniform Contribution Among Tortfeasors Act:
· Payment required and effect of settlement
· Verdicts against non-settling joint tort-feasors are reduced
· Effects of release on settling joint tort-feasors

2) Comparative Negligence Prior to the Fair Share Act:
· Pennsylvania joint and several liability defined, effects on contribution
· Remedies under the old comparative negligence act

3) The Fair Share Act:
· Application of the Act: accrual time
· Exceptions to the Act:
1) intentional misrepresentations
2) intentional torts
3) when defendant is found 60% or more responsible
4) actions for release or threatened release of hazardous substances
5) Dram Shop Act
· The Act and released non-parties
· Acts’ effect on strict liability actions
· Practical and tactical considerations
· Potential benefits and negative effects of Act
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