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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Do you ever wonder why things never seem to come together? We see glimpses of consistency, equity,

justice, peace, harmony, and wellbeing, but it always falls short. Human life is still expendable and

manipulated, people are used for personal advancement, countries are at war, the economy continues to

face turbulence, anger and frustration are widespread, and happiness is the possession of just a few and

not the many. Could it be that we are serving the wrong kingdom? We keep trying to make our kingdom

work and find ourselves still scratching our heads after repeatedly failed attempts to do so. It is almost as if

people are saying, “we’ll get it right this time if we do … ,” as if some new and secret innovation has yet to be

tried.

We serve God’s kingdom. We may not like hearing that, but it is true. God did not make only a few of us.

God made all of humanity and all of humanity is called into service. How often do we defer any of our

decision making to God? Secular leaders enjoy winking at the Sacred Scriptures and using them when they

advance a cause, but are they really listened to? Even those who consider themselves believers tend to sift

through God’s Word, taking what seems to fit and apply and discarding the rest. After all, if we were really

serving God’s kingdom, we would see an abundance of fruit testifying to this fact. But what’s growing on

the vine is anything other than good Gospel-centered fruit.

Nothing in this world or the next belongs to us. We have such a hard time believing this and live our lives as

if everything belongs to us. And, the fruit does not lie. Trees that are neglected and not properly fertilized

reveal that fact. They cannot keep these deep secrets from being discovered. If God’s kingdom was really

being served, then life would have looked much differently after the crucifixion. By now, there would be

plenty of fantastic fruit to harvest in abundance: faith, hope, love, prudence, temperance, justice, and

fortitude. Do we see these in abundance around us? Why not?

Still we grapple with ownership, privilege, status, and the protection of our rights. It’s all about us and what

we want, think we need, and expect to acquire. When did this change of focus occur? We may be

struggling with this since humanity’s day in the garden and have never understood that the focus cannot

be on us and the apple but on God and God’s justice. Maybe the only answer is that the Kingdom be taken

from us and given to someone who is willing to do a better job. Is that the fate we really want?

©LPi

GOSPEL MEDITATION - 

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING

OF SCRIPTURE


