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     Did you ever stop and realize that there is no earthly gain that can ever really satisfy us?

Think of winning the Lotto. On this side of the winning ticket, it’s all about the money, the

new car, house, vacations, bank accounts, and infinite pleasures. The possibility of

acquiring all of these earthly securities brings us back again and again to the purchase of a

ticket. Then, one day we win! Our dreams are fulfilled, and happiness is on the horizon.

Then one day, we wake up and realize that nothing has really changed, and I am not as

satisfied as I thought I was or would be. I find myself living in my incompleteness and with

my profound sorrow and grief. I did not find joy.

Glimpses of joy are possible but not by material means. They are brought to us through

incredible experiences of connection that bring us face to face with real and authentic faith,

hope, and love. And, they are glimpses and do not last. The moment we find ourselves

looking back at them, they are gone, and we find ourselves remembering the moment in

memory. To carry joy within us is to realize that it is not something I create, manufacture or

even acquire. It is not able to be purchased. It is a gift. My need for joy mirrors my need for

eternity, for a Creator who has a claim on the very essence of who I am and desires a home

within me. As C. S. Lewis discovered, joy is a surprise that speaks to my very soul and is

given as gift by the God who loves me.

The beauty of Advent is found in discovering the beauty of the gift of joy. God has visited

his people for no other reason than to show them where and how to find joy! All of our

human and earthly joy experiences are always only glimpses. They never satisfy us, sustain

us or fulfill us. It is only God who is the joy of my soul. Real, Divine experiences of joy catch

us off guard, make us stop and become aware, bring a feeling of awe and rightness and

have an eternal Otherness about them. Nothing created by humans can ever come close to

this. We probably will not fully realize the truth of all of this until we actually meet God face

to face in heaven one day. Then, in that sacred moment when our hearts leap for joy we will

understand what we have been tirelessly searching for all along. Intense gratitude will most

surely follow.
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